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categories to current hate crimes law,
sending a signal that violence of any
kind is unacceptable in our society.
Likewise, each Congress I have come to
the floor to highlight a separate hate
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try.

On March 10, 2006, in Holland, MI,
Jason Burns, a student at Hope Col-
lege, was attacked leaving the campus
library. Burns, a well-known gay rights
advocate, frequently held lectures on
homophobia after his freshman room-
mate moved out because of Burns’ sex-
uality. While leaving the library a
group of students attacked Burns,
striking him multiple times and
yelling homophobic epithets.

I believe that the Government’s first
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend
them against the harms that come out
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can
become substance. I believe that by
passing this legislation and changing
current law, we can change hearts and
minds as well.

——————

THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
FOUNDING OF THE MOSCOW HEL-
SINKI GROUP

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, as
chairman of the Helsinki Commission,
I am pleased to recognize the accom-
plishments of the Moscow Helsinki
Group, which will mark the 30th anni-
versary of its founding later this week
in the Russian capital. I particularly
want to acknowledge the tremendous
courage of the men and women who—at
great personal risk—established the
group to hold the Soviet Government
accountable for implementing the
human rights commitment Moscow has
signed onto in the historic Helsinki
Final Act. Today, the Moscow Helsinki
Group is the oldest of human rights or-
ganizations active in the Russian Fed-
eration. Having played a pivotal role in
the struggle for human rights during
the Soviet period, the group continues
to work tirelessly for the cause of
human rights, democracy, and rule of
law throughout Russia.

When, on behalf of the United States,
President Ford signed the Helsinki Ac-
cords in August 1975, he was criticized
in some circles for supposedly having
accepted Soviet control and domina-
tion of Eastern Europe in return for
what some viewed as worthless prom-
ises on human rights. Ultimately, the
skeptics were proven wrong. The Hel-
sinki Accords did not legitimize the
Soviet conquest of Eastern Europe at
the end of World War II. Moreover, by
reprinting the entire text of Accords in
Pravda, the Soviet Government had
publicly pledged to live up to certain
human rights standards that were gen-
erally accepted in the West but only
dreamed of in the Soviet Union and
other captive nations. That fact would
have huge consequences.

In late April 1976, Dr. Yuri Orlov, a
Soviet physicist who had already been
repressed for earlier advocacy for
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human rights, invited a small group of
human rights activists to join in a pub-
lic group committed to monitoring the
implementation of the Helsinki Ac-
cords in the USSR. Others responded to
this invitation, and on May 12 creation
of the Public Group to Assist the Im-
plementation of the Helsinki Accords
in the USSR was announced at a Mos-
cow press conference organized by fu-
ture Noble Peace Prize winner Acad-
emician Andrei Sakharov. Among the
founding members of the Moscow Hel-
sinki Group, as it became known, were
the current chairperson, Ludmilla
Alexeyeva, Dr. Elena Bonner, who
would endure prolonged persecution
with Dr. Sakharov, her husband, and
others 1like cyberneticist Anatoly
“Natan’ Sharansky. They were joined
by seven brave and principled individ-
uals who were ready to sacrifice their
comfort, the professional lives, their
freedom, and even their lives on behalf
of the cause of human rights in their
homeland. More would join in subse-
quent days.

The Moscow Helsinki Group carried
out its mission by collecting informa-
tion and publishing reports on imple-
mentation of the accords in various
areas of human rights. The 26 docu-
mentation provided by the group
proved particularly valuable when the
signatories convened in Belgrade in
1977 to assess implementation of Hel-
sinki provisions, including human
rights.

Naturally, the Soviet Politburo and
the Communist Party had no intention
of tolerating citizens who actually ex-
pected their government to live up to
the pledges it had signed in Helsinki.
Some members of the Moscow Group
were forced to emigrate, many were
sentenced to long terms in labor camp,
the Soviet ‘““GULag,”” while others were
sent into internal exile far from fami-
lies and loved ones. In September 1982,
under the repressive rule of former
KGB chief Yuri Andropov, the Moscow
Helsinki Group was forced to suspend
its activity. Only three members re-
mained at liberty, and they were con-
stantly harassed by the KGB. Trag-
ically, founding member Anatoly
Marchenko died during a hunger strike
at Chistopol Prison in December 1986,
only a few months before the Gorba-
chev government began to empty the
labor camps of political and religious
prisoners.

Between 1982 and 1987, it seemed that
the Soviet Government had succeeded
in driving the human rights movement
abroad, to the labor camps of the
GULag, or underground. The reality
was that the Helsinki movement had
brought to light the deplorable human
rights situation in the Soviet Union
and put the Kremlin on the defensive
before a world increasingly sensitive to
the fate of individuals denied their fun-
damental rights. The efforts by Hel-
sinki activists in the USSR, together
with a stiffened resolve of Western gov-
ernments, helped bring the Cold War to
an end and bring down the barriers,
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both real and symbolic, that unnatu-
rally divided Europe.

Reestablished in July 1989 by several
veteran human rights activists, the
Moscow Helsinki Group faces new chal-
lenges in Putin’s Russia. I have met
with Ludmilla Alexeyeva, a founding
member who had been exiled to the
United States during the Soviet era,
who serves as the chairperson today.
While Russia has thrown off so much of
its Soviet past, the temptation of
authoritarianism remains strong. Rus-
sia’s implementation of Helsinki com-
mitments, particularly those con-
cerning free and fair elections and
democratic governance, remain of deep
concern to me and my colleagues on
the Helsinki Commission.

Ultimately, Mr. President, a strong
and prosperous Russia will not be sus-
tained by oil or natural gas revenues
but on respect for the dignity of its
citizens and the observation of human
rights, civil society, and the rule of
law. These goals remain at the heart of
the Moscow Helsinki Group’s ongoing
work. I salute the dedicated service of
the members of the Moscow Helsinki
Group, past and present, and wish them
success in their noble endeavors to pro-
mote a free and democratic Russia.

————
CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I
rise to mark ‘‘Juneteenth,’” the day in
1865 when General Gordon Granger
issued his order proclaiming America’s
remaining slaves free.

On June 19, 1865, MG Gordon Granger
and a group of Union soldiers landed at
Galveston, TX. With their landing,
they announced that the war had ended
and that the slaves were now free. This
was more than 2 years after President
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation,
which had little impact in Texas.

Though initially celebrated in Gal-
veston, TX, Juneteenth is now ob-
served nationwide. Americans from all
racial and ethnic backgrounds cele-
brate Juneteenth. And while this day
holds a special resonance for descend-
ants of slaves, Juneteenth provides an
important opportunity for us all to
commemorate a central tenent of our
great country: that we are all created
equal. This Juneteenth let us all cele-
brate this milestone in the struggle for
liberty by recommitting ourselves to
the advancement of justice for all.

The stain of slavery can never be
erased from the history of our Nation,
and should never be forgotten. In cele-
brating Juneteenth, we also honor
those who suffered under slavery and
help to further our understanding of
our Nation’s history.

One of the most common elements of
Juneteenth celebrations is the singing
of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” writ-
ten by James Weldon Johnson. I am
happy to provide these lyrics of this
great American song:

LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING
Lift every voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,
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