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categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On March 10, 2006, in Holland, MI, 
Jason Burns, a student at Hope Col-
lege, was attacked leaving the campus 
library. Burns, a well-known gay rights 
advocate, frequently held lectures on 
homophobia after his freshman room-
mate moved out because of Burns’ sex-
uality. While leaving the library a 
group of students attacked Burns, 
striking him multiple times and 
yelling homophobic epithets. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 

f 

THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FOUNDING OF THE MOSCOW HEL-
SINKI GROUP 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, as 
chairman of the Helsinki Commission, 
I am pleased to recognize the accom-
plishments of the Moscow Helsinki 
Group, which will mark the 30th anni-
versary of its founding later this week 
in the Russian capital. I particularly 
want to acknowledge the tremendous 
courage of the men and women who—at 
great personal risk—established the 
group to hold the Soviet Government 
accountable for implementing the 
human rights commitment Moscow has 
signed onto in the historic Helsinki 
Final Act. Today, the Moscow Helsinki 
Group is the oldest of human rights or-
ganizations active in the Russian Fed-
eration. Having played a pivotal role in 
the struggle for human rights during 
the Soviet period, the group continues 
to work tirelessly for the cause of 
human rights, democracy, and rule of 
law throughout Russia. 

When, on behalf of the United States, 
President Ford signed the Helsinki Ac-
cords in August 1975, he was criticized 
in some circles for supposedly having 
accepted Soviet control and domina-
tion of Eastern Europe in return for 
what some viewed as worthless prom-
ises on human rights. Ultimately, the 
skeptics were proven wrong. The Hel-
sinki Accords did not legitimize the 
Soviet conquest of Eastern Europe at 
the end of World War II. Moreover, by 
reprinting the entire text of Accords in 
Pravda, the Soviet Government had 
publicly pledged to live up to certain 
human rights standards that were gen-
erally accepted in the West but only 
dreamed of in the Soviet Union and 
other captive nations. That fact would 
have huge consequences. 

In late April 1976, Dr. Yuri Orlov, a 
Soviet physicist who had already been 
repressed for earlier advocacy for 

human rights, invited a small group of 
human rights activists to join in a pub-
lic group committed to monitoring the 
implementation of the Helsinki Ac-
cords in the USSR. Others responded to 
this invitation, and on May 12 creation 
of the Public Group to Assist the Im-
plementation of the Helsinki Accords 
in the USSR was announced at a Mos-
cow press conference organized by fu-
ture Noble Peace Prize winner Acad-
emician Andrei Sakharov. Among the 
founding members of the Moscow Hel-
sinki Group, as it became known, were 
the current chairperson, Ludmilla 
Alexeyeva, Dr. Elena Bonner, who 
would endure prolonged persecution 
with Dr. Sakharov, her husband, and 
others like cyberneticist Anatoly 
‘‘Natan’’ Sharansky. They were joined 
by seven brave and principled individ-
uals who were ready to sacrifice their 
comfort, the professional lives, their 
freedom, and even their lives on behalf 
of the cause of human rights in their 
homeland. More would join in subse-
quent days. 

The Moscow Helsinki Group carried 
out its mission by collecting informa-
tion and publishing reports on imple-
mentation of the accords in various 
areas of human rights. The 26 docu-
mentation provided by the group 
proved particularly valuable when the 
signatories convened in Belgrade in 
1977 to assess implementation of Hel-
sinki provisions, including human 
rights. 

Naturally, the Soviet Politburo and 
the Communist Party had no intention 
of tolerating citizens who actually ex-
pected their government to live up to 
the pledges it had signed in Helsinki. 
Some members of the Moscow Group 
were forced to emigrate, many were 
sentenced to long terms in labor camp, 
the Soviet ‘‘GULag,’’ while others were 
sent into internal exile far from fami-
lies and loved ones. In September 1982, 
under the repressive rule of former 
KGB chief Yuri Andropov, the Moscow 
Helsinki Group was forced to suspend 
its activity. Only three members re-
mained at liberty, and they were con-
stantly harassed by the KGB. Trag-
ically, founding member Anatoly 
Marchenko died during a hunger strike 
at Chistopol Prison in December 1986, 
only a few months before the Gorba-
chev government began to empty the 
labor camps of political and religious 
prisoners. 

Between 1982 and 1987, it seemed that 
the Soviet Government had succeeded 
in driving the human rights movement 
abroad, to the labor camps of the 
GULag, or underground. The reality 
was that the Helsinki movement had 
brought to light the deplorable human 
rights situation in the Soviet Union 
and put the Kremlin on the defensive 
before a world increasingly sensitive to 
the fate of individuals denied their fun-
damental rights. The efforts by Hel-
sinki activists in the USSR, together 
with a stiffened resolve of Western gov-
ernments, helped bring the Cold War to 
an end and bring down the barriers, 

both real and symbolic, that unnatu-
rally divided Europe. 

Reestablished in July 1989 by several 
veteran human rights activists, the 
Moscow Helsinki Group faces new chal-
lenges in Putin’s Russia. I have met 
with Ludmilla Alexeyeva, a founding 
member who had been exiled to the 
United States during the Soviet era, 
who serves as the chairperson today. 
While Russia has thrown off so much of 
its Soviet past, the temptation of 
authoritarianism remains strong. Rus-
sia’s implementation of Helsinki com-
mitments, particularly those con-
cerning free and fair elections and 
democratic governance, remain of deep 
concern to me and my colleagues on 
the Helsinki Commission. 

Ultimately, Mr. President, a strong 
and prosperous Russia will not be sus-
tained by oil or natural gas revenues 
but on respect for the dignity of its 
citizens and the observation of human 
rights, civil society, and the rule of 
law. These goals remain at the heart of 
the Moscow Helsinki Group’s ongoing 
work. I salute the dedicated service of 
the members of the Moscow Helsinki 
Group, past and present, and wish them 
success in their noble endeavors to pro-
mote a free and democratic Russia. 

f 

CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
rise to mark ‘‘Juneteenth,’’ the day in 
1865 when General Gordon Granger 
issued his order proclaiming America’s 
remaining slaves free. 

On June 19, 1865, MG Gordon Granger 
and a group of Union soldiers landed at 
Galveston, TX. With their landing, 
they announced that the war had ended 
and that the slaves were now free. This 
was more than 2 years after President 
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation, 
which had little impact in Texas. 

Though initially celebrated in Gal-
veston, TX, Juneteenth is now ob-
served nationwide. Americans from all 
racial and ethnic backgrounds cele-
brate Juneteenth. And while this day 
holds a special resonance for descend-
ants of slaves, Juneteenth provides an 
important opportunity for us all to 
commemorate a central tenent of our 
great country: that we are all created 
equal. This Juneteenth let us all cele-
brate this milestone in the struggle for 
liberty by recommitting ourselves to 
the advancement of justice for all. 

The stain of slavery can never be 
erased from the history of our Nation, 
and should never be forgotten. In cele-
brating Juneteenth, we also honor 
those who suffered under slavery and 
help to further our understanding of 
our Nation’s history. 

One of the most common elements of 
Juneteenth celebrations is the singing 
of ‘‘Lift Every Voice and Sing,’’ writ-
ten by James Weldon Johnson. I am 
happy to provide these lyrics of this 
great American song: 

LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 

Lift every voice and sing 
Till earth and heaven ring, 
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Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise 
High as the listening skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark 

past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present 

has brought us, 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, 
Have not our weary feet 
Come to the place for which our fathers 

sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears 

have been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through 

the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, 
Till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is 

cast. 

God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who has brought us thus far on the 

way; 
Thou who has by Thy might 
Led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
Lest our feet stray from the places, Our God, 

where we met Thee; 
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the 

world, we forget Thee; 
Shadowed beneath Thy hand, 
May we forever stand. 
True to our GOD, 
True to our native land. 

—James Weldon Johnson. 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 

rise today in recognition of the first 
day designated to the conservation of 
the world’s endangered species. I would 
like to take a moment to thank my 
Senate colleagues for unanimously des-
ignating this special day, and espe-
cially to my Senate cosponsors for 
helping to make this day possible. 

Let me also commend my con-
stituent Mr. David Robinson for sug-
gesting the establishment of Endan-
gered Species Day. I appreciate his 
hard work and dedication. Today’s des-
ignation shows that individuals like 
Mr. Robinson do make a difference. 

I am encouraged to learn that today 
many fine institutions across our coun-
try will use the opportunity of Endan-
gered Species Day to bolster public 
awareness about the threats facing en-
dangered species worldwide. From lec-
tures at local zoos to birding trips with 
regional Audubon chapters, events are 
being held nationwide to commemorate 
this day. My hope is that Endangered 
Species Day will spark the wonder and 
interest among young people, students, 
and the general public about how they 
can become more involved in these 
conservation efforts. 

In fact, I am proud to note that in 
my State of California, conservation 
and management efforts have helped 
significantly to restore California con-
dor, winter run chinook salmon, and 
California gray whale populations. It is 
remarkable that even species once be-
lieved to have been extinct, such as the 
mount diablo buckwheat and the ven-
tura marsh milk vetch, have been 

newly found in our State. The dedi-
cated conservation efforts of volun-
teers, organizations, businesses, pri-
vate landowners, and government agen-
cies have proved effective in rehabili-
tating many endangered species popu-
lations. 

We can be encouraged by these devel-
opments. These instances demonstrate 
that with responsible management we 
can halt endangered species from con-
tinuing down the path towards extinc-
tion. 

Such success stories also show that 
more needs to be done to ensure the 
survival of these species. There are 
more than 1,000 species in the U.S. and 
abroad that are designated as ‘‘at risk’’ 
of extinction. With awareness comes 
responsibility, and it is my hope that 
Endangered Species Day will inspire 
continued action in response to the 
precarious circumstances of endan-
gered species. 

Mr. President, I hope that commu-
nities across the country take advan-
tage of this special day to discuss ways 
that they can participate in conserva-
tion efforts for endangered species in 
their State, throughout the country, 
and around the world. 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Ms. Evans, one of his 
secretaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 9:31 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

S. 1382. An act to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to accept the conveyance of cer-
tain land, to be held in trust for the benefit 
of the Puyallup Indian tribe. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently signed 
by the President pro tempore (Mr. STEVENS). 

At 12:31 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5143. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Energy to establish monetary 
prizes for achievements in overcoming sci-
entific and technical barriers associated 
with hydrogen energy. 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bill was read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 5143. An act to authorize the Sec-
retary of Energy to establish monetary 
prizes for achievements in overcoming sci-
entific and technical barriers associated 
with hydrogen energy; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 2791. A bill to amend title 46 and 49, 
United States Code, to provide improved 
maritime, rail, and public transportation se-
curity, and for other purposes. 

f 

ENROLLED BILL PRESENTED 

The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on today, May 11, 2006, she had 
presented to the President of the 
United States the following enrolled 
bill: 

S. 1382. An act to require the Secretary of 
the Interior to accept the conveyance of cer-
tain land, to be held in trust for the benefit 
of the Puyallup Indian tribe. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–6809. A communication from the Sec-
retary of the Senate, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of the receipts and expend-
itures of the Senate for the period from Oc-
tober 1, 2005 through March 31, 2006; ordered 
to lie on the table. 

EC–6810. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Office of Foreign Assets Control, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Global Terrorism Sanctions Regulations; 
Terrorism Sanctions Regulations; Foreign 
Terrorist Organizations Sanctions Regula-
tions’’ (31 CFR Parts 594, 595, and 597) re-
ceived on May 8, 2006; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–6811. A communication from the Legal 
Counsel, Terrorism Risk Insurance Program, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Terrorism Risk Insurance Program; TRIA 
Extension Act Implementation’’ (RIN1505– 
AB66) received on May 8, 2006; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs. 

EC–6812. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 06–85–06–101); to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–6813. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
‘‘Report on Sales of Drugs and Biologicals to 
Large Volume Purchasers’’; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–6814. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Labor, transmitting, the report of 
a draft bill entitled ‘‘Unemployment Com-
pensation Program Integrity Act of 2006’’; to 
the Committee on Finance. 
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