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Mr. MEEK of Florida. Prevention.
When you talk about prevention, you
are talking about before. When you are
talking about reactionary, we are talk-
ing about after.

So dealing with this container thing,
I don’t want the Members to take it
lightly, Mr. Speaker. You may say,
well, you know, I am in the middle of
America. I live in Sioux City, Iowa, and
we don’t have ports so I don’t need to
worry; that is not my issue. Well, it is
your issue because those containers
that are coming in from overseas and
from countries that are in question,
some may say suspect as it relates to
their commitment to the United States
of America, they get on those little
trucks and trains that I was talking
about a little earlier, and they go right
down into your community. And if
there is a dirty bomb or some sort of
substance that will hurt your commu-
nity and your family, now it is your
problem. And I think it is important
that we point that out, because I don’t
want folks to get confused and say,
well, I am not from a coastal area;
Members who say, you know, well that
is not my issue.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Just like you get
your food, just like you get the toys
that shipped to the local store that you
are going to buy, same thing. Those all
come in through the ports.

Now, here is what is interesting, Mr.
Speaker. And I think this is something
that really makes your ears perk up
when you hear about this. On March 28,
just a day or so ago, Senators said that
a report, this is from Bloomberg News,
Senators said a report that investiga-
tors smuggled enough radioactive ma-
terial to build two dirty bombs into the
United States called into question the
Bush administration’s efforts to secure
the borders.

Now, check this out. A sting oper-
ation that was described in one of three
Government Accountability Office re-
ports, now this is the GAO, this is not
a partisan deal, said, they released a
report. The report accused the Bush ad-
ministration of being slow to deploy
equipment that would detect radio-
active materials, and they say corrupt
foreign border officials and poor main-
tenance of detection devices have left
the U.S. vulnerable to terror plots.

Enough material for two dirty bombs
to go off in the United States was
snuck in by, you know, through a sting
operation that we were trying to figure
out what is going on. We are not doing
enough.

Now, third-party validator, which the
30-somethings like to promote. We
don’t want this to be all our opinion
here. This is from a retired Coast
Guard commander who is now a senior
fellow at the Council on Foreign Rela-
tions. He says: ‘“‘Both the opportunity
for terrorists to target legitimate glob-
al supply chains remain plentiful, and
the motivation for doing so is only
growing. We are living on borrowed
time.”

We are not here to scare anybody,
but the reality is, when you only check
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b percent of the cargo coming into the
country, and your own folks are sneak-
ing in enough nuclear material to set
off two dirty bombs, and we are giving
tax cuts to billionaires and not funding
port security, when we are giving $12
billion in corporate welfare to the oil
companies, when we are giving billions
in corporate welfare to the health care
industry, and we are not funding our
national security priorities, when we
are spending a billion and a half in Iraq
a week, and $9 billion of it no one can
find, and we have these kinds of situa-
tions, we have an obligation. When we
come here the first part of every sec-
ond year and we swear our allegiance
to the United States and the Constitu-
tion and everything else, we have an
obligation to oversee what is going on.
So we have an obligation to come down
here and be critical of things like this
and provide solutions, which we have
time and time again.

Now, President Bush’s Congress has
not taken any of our recommendations,
and they are up for a job review in No-
vember; and I hope that the American
people, Mr. Speaker, take a good look
at what has happened over the past 4 or
5 years and hope that our plan on real
security, which you can find on our
Web page, housedemocrats.gov, you
can get the whole deal and you can see
our comprehensive plan to try to do
this.

You can also check out our plan on
innovation, how to get the country
moving economically again. Periodi-
cally, we will have unveilings of dif-
ferent ideas that we have. But we have
tried on port security. We have tried on
PAYGO. We have tried on school fund-
ing and we continue to get shot down
by President Bush’s Congress. So we
have got the plan; we just need the op-
portunity to implement it. For Mem-
bers who are in their offices and would
like to send us e-mails or anyone else,
www.housedemocrats.gov/30something.
All the charts that were here that we
used will all be on the Web site so you
can go back and reference them all.

Yield to my friend.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Thank you,
Mr. RYAN. I just want to let you know
that it was a pleasure coming down to
the floor with you again. We got out a
lot of good information.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Before we go, I
know you have a Florida team in the
Final Four this weekend, and I want to
wish you the best of luck.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Well, we need
it.

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. I hope you guys
pull it off. Since there is no Ohio team,
with a good conscience I can root for
Florida.

Mr. MEEK of Florida. Thank you.
With that we want to thank the Demo-
cratic leader. We want to also encour-
age everyone to go to our Web site,
housedemocrats.gov. We want the ma-
jority to go on our Web site,
housedemocrats.gov.

These are our plans. As it stands
right now, in the state of homeland se-
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curity is the majority’s plan. It is al-
ready there, already being carried out.
We have a plan to make things better,
more secure here in the United States
of America, not only here in the House
but also in the Senate.

With that, Mr. Speaker, it was an
honor addressing the House once again.
I yield back the balance of my time.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE CON-
GRESSIONAL AIDE OF HON. WIL-
LIAM JEFFERSON, MEMBER OF
CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania) laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Joyce G. Davis, Congres-
sional Aide of the Hon. WILLIAM J. JEF-
FERSON:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 27, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: this is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a grand jury subpoena for
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of Virginia.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
JOYCE G. DAVIS,
Congressional Aide.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM CONGRES-
SIONAL AIDE OF HON. WILLIAM
J. JEFFERSON, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Loretta Mahony, Con-
gressional Aide of the Hon. WILLIAM J.
JEFFERSON, Member of Congress:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 27, 2006.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives, that I have
been served with a grand jury subpoena for
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of Virginia.

After consultation with the Office of Gen-
eral Counsel, I have determined that compli-
ance with the subpoena is consistent with
the precedents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
LORETTA MAHONY,
Congressional Aide.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM DISTRICT
MANAGER OF HON. WILLIAM J.
JEFFERSON, MEMBER OF CON-
GRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from Stephanie Butler, Dis-
trict Manager of the Hon. WILLIAM J.
JEFFERSON, Member of Congress:
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