
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1307 March 29, 2006 
I think we are getting close to the 

witching hour. I had one more that I 
wanted to point out, but, Mr. Speaker, 
we thank you for the opportunity to 
bring this hour from the majority to 
explain this program. I thank Dr. BUR-
GESS. I thank Mr. KLINE. And I want to 
encourage my colleagues on both sides 
of the aisle. Let’s support this pro-
gram. Let’s give our seniors what they 
really need. They deserve it, and they 
deserve our support. 

f 

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR FURTHER CONSID-
ERATION OF H.R. 609, COLLEGE 
ACCESS AND OPPORTUNITY ACT 
OF 2005 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah (during the Spe-
cial Order of Mr. GINGREY), from the 
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 109–401) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 742) providing for 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
609) to amend and extend the Higher 
Education Act of 1965, which was re-
ferred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the sub-
ject of my special order today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
POE). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentlewoman from California? 

There was no objection. 

f 

BUDGET CUTS HARM WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. SOLIS) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader. 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to-
night to highlight how the President’s 
fiscal year 2007 budget will harm mil-
lions of women and children around the 
country. Tonight you are going to hear 
from some of my colleagues about 
those specific programs that have prov-
en to be successful for all women but 
are currently being cut and in some 
cases eliminated altogether. 

The President is proposing to cut 
programs that disproportionately help 
women, children, the elderly, and the 
increasing population of Americans liv-
ing in poverty. 

Earlier this month, I was part of a re-
cent delegation of Members of Congress 
who traveled to the gulf coast and New 
Orleans where most communities are 
still struggling to clean up their homes 
and get back to some sense of nor-
malcy after Hurricane Katrina. We 
need to be doing more to help those, 
those that lost everything to regain 
their lives. These communities must 

have quality health care, emergency 
care, and safe environmental condi-
tions. But we cannot accomplish these 
goals and help the millions of women 
and children around the country who 
are living in poverty with the reckless 
and immoral budget that President 
Bush has proposed. 

Key domestic programs that provide 
food and housing and support to women 
are vulnerable under this administra-
tion. In fact, the Bush administration 
is determined to protect tax cuts for 
the very wealthiest of Americans and 
provide health care for those who al-
ready have health care coverage and 
not include the 50 million uninsured 
people in our country today. The Presi-
dent wants to eliminate educational 
support for women, food assistance for 
seniors living in poverty, and he wants 
to significantly slash funding from im-
portant safety net programs like Med-
icaid and food stamps. In just 4 years, 
the cost of making these tax cuts per-
manent will exceed the amount that 
the Federal Government spends on edu-
cation beginning in preschool through 
college. 

Where is the economic recovery that 
the administration promised? Real 
wages as we know are down. The num-
ber of people living in poverty has in-
creased. Job growth has been stagnant. 
And tonight I am glad that so many of 
our colleagues in our Congress, the 
Women’s Democratic Congress, who 
serve here are coming together to 
speak out against the President’s budg-
et and how it is going in the wrong di-
rection for women and their families. 

I would like to begin by talking 
about education. But first I would like 
to begin by addressing the President’s 
failure to address rising college costs. 
With increased funding for student fi-
nancial aid programs like the PELL 
Grant program and the Perkins loan 
program. Before my election to public 
office, I worked for the California Stu-
dent Opportunity and Access Program 
and helped many young people in my 
community obtain the ideal of going to 
college and receiving financial aid be-
cause there was no other means to go 
to college. 

The President’s budget currently 
continues to shortchange America’s 
students who rely on financial aid to 
pursue their college education. Just 
one month after Congressional Repub-
licans cut college aid by $12 billion, $12 
billion, the President proposed a budg-
et that eliminates, decreases and 
freezes funding for much needed pro-
grams that are vital to helping stu-
dents of color, people from my own 
community. 

Low interest Perkins loans are cru-
cial resources as we know for college 
students who have demonstrated need. 
Two-thirds of the Perkins loan recipi-
ents are from families with annual in-
comes less than $40,000 a year. Yet, the 
Perkins loan program took a hit in the 
President’s 2007 budget and would re-
call $664 million from the federal Per-
kins loan fund for nearly 1,800 colleges 

in the year 2007. And as a result 463,000 
college students would lose a key part 
of their financial aid. 

Despite the record tuition increases 
that we all know are going through in 
our States, Bush’s budget breaks his 
promise yet again of making college 
more affordable and he actually freezes 
the maximum PELL grant in scholar-
ships. Six years ago President Bush 
promised to increase the maximum 
PELL scholarship for all college fresh-
men at $5,100. 

b 2100 
This budget is now the fourth time 

that the President has frozen the Pell 
Grant. Access to financial aid, as we 
know, is a huge factor for many stu-
dents, particularly from low-income 
areas like my own. 

Three out of four young Latino 
adults who do not attend college cite 
the fact that without having financial 
aid they cannot continue to have the 
American dream. About 40 percent of 
African American students and 30 per-
cent of Hispanic students depend on 
Pell Grants, compared to 23 percent of 
all students. 

Young women, just trying to improve 
their earning potential and get a better 
job also disproportionately rely on the 
Pell Grant program, and I have to tell 
you, when I was a student, that was my 
means of going on to college. 

My parents could not afford to send 
me to college. They could not afford to 
give me a substantial amount of money 
to go to a university. So thank God 
that we had Federal financial aid pro-
grams available, work study programs 
and the National Student Loan Pro-
gram, where I was able to attend a 4- 
year institution to have my full tuition 
paid for, including expenses; and I 
thank God that our government at that 
time stepped up to the plate. 

I cannot say that now, under this ad-
ministration, but for the last 4 years 
now we have seen an increase of 57 per-
cent in costs to attend college, by this 
President. We need to reject the Presi-
dent’s freezes and cuts to financial aid 
and help those students who want to go 
to college, but the high cost of tuition 
is just way out of line. 

When these students get to college, 
we need to do more to encourage them 
to pursue fields that will encourage in-
novation and increase America’s com-
petitiveness and increase the number 
of women that seek access into the 
technical fields like science and math. 
While women account for more than 
half of the number of bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees awarded, they make 
up a small number in the fields that 
are crucial to spurring innovation and 
job creation, for example, in areas like 
engineering, computer science, phys-
ical sciences and math. Only 21 percent 
of master’s degrees in engineering were 
awarded to women. For computer 
science and physical science, women 
only earn about 35 percent of the mas-
ter’s degrees in the country. 

The statistics are far worse for 
women of color, like Latinas and Afri-
can American women and even Asian 
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