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community from Detroit, Michigan where she 
and her sister Sharon were raised by their 
grandmother. Dianne inherited a love of music 
from her parents and as a child, took piano 
lessons and sang at every opportunity. While 
singing with the George Washington High 
School big band, she was spotted by jazz 
trumpeter Clark Terry at the National Associa-
tion of Jazz Educators Conference in Chicago 
where the band took first place in the 1974 
jazz festival. She studied music at the Univer-
sity of Denver before moving to Los Angeles 
in 1976. Dianne experimented with various 
musical genres including Latin American 
music and toured with Eduardo Del Barrio’s 
group ‘‘Caldera.’’ She sang with the Billie 
Child’s ‘‘Night Flights’’ jazz band and later 
toured with both Sergio Mendez and Harry 
Belafonte as his lead singer. 

In 1987, Reeves was the first vocalist 
signed to the reactivated Blue Note/EMI label. 
Reeves has recorded with Daniel Barenboin 
and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra, with 
Sir Simon Rattle and the Berlin Philharmonic 
and she has also recorded and performed ex-
tensively with Wynton Marsalis and the Lincoln 
Center Jazz Orchestra. Over the course of nu-
merous recordings and hundreds of live per-
formances, Dianne Reeves has burnished a 
reputation as a versatile and vivacious singer 
who has been compared to such masters of 
jazz as Ella Fitzgerald, Dinah Washington, 
Carmen McRae and Sarah Vaughn. 

Dianne Reeves is in a class by herself. She 
won her fourth Best Jazz Vocal Grammy 
Award for the soundtrack to the critically ac-
claimed Good Night, And Good Luck, which 
chronicles Edward R. Murrow’s confrontation 
with Senator Joseph McCarthy. Dianne is the 
only artist to have three consecutive record-
ings win in the jazz vocal category—A Little 
Moonlight, The Calling: A Tribute to Sarah 
Vaughn and In the Moment, She is an Ella 
Fitzgerald Award recipient and was awarded 
the Denver Mayor’s Award for Excellence in 
the Arts. She was the first Creative Chair for 
Jazz of the Los Angeles Philharmonic Orches-
tra and has performed throughout Europe and 
Asia. Reeves is the first internationally re-
nowned jazz artist to perform in Qatar and re-
cently, she was the featured performer at 
UNICEF’s Annual Gala in New York City. 

We are indeed fortunate to have an artist of 
such consummate reputation and international 
acclaim in our community. She has mastered 
a wide range of styles and interpretation, all of 
which reflect both a perceptive and unique ar-
tistic ability and skill. Her artistic sensibilities 
are set apart by a fidelity to the spirit of var-
ious compositions and renderings of notable 
artists; by an intimate expression of mood and 
emotion and a style of singular elegance, so-
phistication and grace. 

We owe much to our artists as they have 
the unique ability to distill our cultural essence 
from our collective experience. Please join me 
in commending Dianne Reeves, a distin-
guished artist. Her gifts enhance our culture 
and her contributions have enriched the Amer-
ican Experience. 
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Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor John Tartan and his career as a teach-
er, coach, counselor, administrator. He is rec-
ognized today at the formal dedication of John 
Tartan Elementary School, which is named in 
his honor. 

John was born November 6, 1924, in Ruth, 
Nevada. His parents were immigrants from 
Yugoslavia. In 1925, the family moved to 
McGill, Nevada, where John attended McGill 
Grade School and later White Pine High 
School in Ely. John graduated in 1943, and he 
enlisted in the Army-Air Corps. After the war, 
John won a spot on the ‘‘Ogden Reds’’ base-
ball team, a farm team for the Cincinnati 
Reds. There he earned the nickname ‘‘Buck’’ 
because he could run like a buck deer. That 
experience helped secure a baseball scholar-
ship to Utah State University, where he 
earned his Bachelor of Science Degree in 
1952. 

John was hired by White Pine High School 
to teach, before he was recalled into the U.S. 
Air Force during the Korean War. John 
coached and played for the Walker AFB in 
Roswell, New Mexico. He deployed to Mendel, 
England. He was discharged from the armed 
services in July 1953. 

One month later, he accepted a position at 
Basic High School in Henderson, teaching 
general science and biology. He also became 
head baseball coach and assistant football 
coach. Under John’s direction, Basic won two 
State Championships in baseball. Basic won 
the Tri-State championship and then com-
peted in the C.I.F. tournament in Southern 
California. This was a first for a Nevada 
school. In 1955 John was named the ‘‘Helms 
Athletic Coach of the Year.’’ John also intro-
duced the slogan ‘‘Home of the Basic Wolves’’ 
on the school scoreboard. In addition to the 
scoreboard, John was the first coach to dress 
in team uniform, along with the bat-boy. This 
started a precedent at all the high schools in 
the Las Vegas valley. 

In 1957, John left Basic to pursue a Mas-
ter’s Degree at Arizona State University. He 
returned to Las Vegas and Rancho High 
School. John led the Rancho Baseball Teams 
to Three State Championships in a row. 

John moved out of the classroom and into 
administration. As a counselor at Rancho, 
John made it a point to help every student se-
cure a scholarship. He handled all the senior 
class for twelve years. At Rancho High 
School, John served as Head of Counselors, 
and eventually as Assistant Principal. 

In 1976, John transferred to Valley High 
School as Assistant Principal and in 1978, he 
requested to be transferred to Las Vegas High 
School, because it was so similar to his own 
Alma Mater. He retired from Las Vegas High 
School in 1980. 

John is married to Judy Breeding Tartan for 
forty-two years. He has three children, five 
grandchildren and two great grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
John Tartan on the floor of the House today. 
I thank him for his service. 

IN HONOR OF TOM DUFFY 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, March 29, 2006 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to pay tribute to Tom 
Duffy, a tireless advocate for children in the 
State of Delaware. Since March of 2000, Tom 
has served as a court appointed special advo-
cate in Delaware’s Family Court. He has rep-
resented over 20 children from numerous fam-
ilies and works diligently to protect their best 
interests. 

Tom goes above and beyond the call of 
duty by paying close attention to all aspects of 
a child’s life, monitoring everything from safety 
to education. His top priorities are always hap-
piness and safety for the child. 

In a legal system often overwhelming to the 
children it serves, Tom is able to explain com-
plicated situations in a gentle manner. His 
dedication and skill has eased the fears of 
many children over his years of service. 

Tom has been recognized locally as a final-
ist for the Delaware Jefferson Award, an honor 
awarded annually by the American Institute of 
Public Service commending outstanding public 
service leaders within the community. He is 
one of five very admirable nominees, all mak-
ing exceptional contributions to the State of 
Delaware. No matter who is chosen as the re-
cipient of this award, they are each deserving 
candidates who demonstrate that one person 
can truly make a monumental difference. 

I congratulate and thank Tom Duffy for all of 
his contributions to the State of Delaware. 
Many families are grateful and I am pleased to 
be able to vocalize their appreciation. He is an 
exemplary citizen and a proud American. 
Thank you, Tom, for all you have done and 
continue to do for the families of our State. 
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Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great sadness and honor that I rise today 
to recognize a true patriot, Vice Admiral Jack 
Fetterman, United States Navy, retired. Admi-
ral Fetterman left us Friday night, March 24th. 
He was 73 years old. Vicki and I were sad-
dened to learn of his passing and our thoughts 
and prayers are with his wife Nancy Glenn 
Austin and their two sons, John and Kevin. 

The Pensacola News Journal called him ‘‘a 
tireless civic leader who dreamed big, never 
stopped working for Pensacola and always 
was thinking of how to make it a better place 
to live’’ and I would add that few people have 
shown the perseverance, dedication and com-
mitment to our community that he has shown. 

Admiral Fetterman was born in Ashland, 
Pennsylvania on 4 August 1932. He began 
college at Susquehana University, graduating 
from Albright College in 1954. He was com-
missioned an Ensign in the United States 
Navy in 1955 and was designated a naval avi-
ator in 1956. 
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