E434

They drove the mothers
Back into the flood.
Nazi viruses
Never die
They don’t even fade away,
When times are dry
They hide in bunkers
Hunkered down for a stormy day.
On the bridges
Satan in command
Devils rules the land
On the bridges
Judgment day
Blacks get back
Stay out of the way
Die out of sight
The waters will cover you
In the endless wet night.
Run to requisition
The tightest Nuremberg noposes
These Katrina crimes
Are war criminal abuses.
ANGRY VOICE TWO: THEY ARE COMING FOR
OUR HOMES

Wake up Black people

They’re coming for our homes!

Monster Katrina

Has many national clones.

Wake up Black people

With confusion and neglect

They now wash us away

They hijack our property

For a tourist development day,

Donald Trump and Disney Ducks

Will have their powerful say;

People chocolate people

Your’re not welcomed to stay

Our schools churches graveyards

Have all been hauled away.

Wake up Black people

They’re coming for our homes!

Monster Katrina

Has many national clones.

Urban blight declassified

Diversity agenda mystified

Inner cities reoccupied

Suburban flight

Has suddenly died

City planners cried

Eminent domain

Brings savage pain

Ethnic cleansing

Income rinsing

Brokers bulldoze us out

Urban surfs

Have no financial clout

Wake up Black people!

Weak tribes will rot

Extinct among the stones

Monster Katrina

Has many national clones.

Wake up Black people!

They’re coming for our homes.

ANGRY VOICE THREE: BLACKS NEED MORE

GUNS

Now hear this!

Soldiers in Iraq

Come home now

To kill racist snakes
Crawling on our backs

More guns are needed by Blacks.
To fight our way

Across blocked bridges
Blacks need more guns!
Never again

Will they drive us

Weeping back into the flood,
Next time before we drown
We’ll spill lots of blood.
Blacks need more guns!
They halted all Blacks

Who came their way

They hoarded the flood

For their next rainy day.

To get gestapos off our back
Black soldiers in Iraq

Come home now
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Blacks need more guns!
Soldiers come home

Storm the bridges

Nazis fire down

From high dry ridges.

No well regulated

Militias from the slums
Are here to march against
Official heartless bums.
Desperate Blacks are mandated
Now to bear arms

Shed the luxury

Of non-violent charms.
The NRA

Can save our day

The second amendment

Is the great American way.
Blacks need more guns!
It’s us oh Lord

Black victims

Standing in the need of prayer.
If not the NRA Lord

Tell us who else is there?
The NRA

Is our salvation

Whom shall we fear?

When the next flood rises
On television

You will not be entertained
by even one tiny tear.

The second amendment

Is our road to rescue
Whom shall we fear?
Blacks need more guns!

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JEFF FORTENBERRY

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Chairman, on
Thursday, March 16, 2006, | was inadvertently
detained and thus missed rollcall vote No. 46.
Had | been present, | would have voted “aye.”

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY
HON. SCOTT GARRETT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the 185th anniversary
of Greek independence and to pay tribute to
the contributions of Greek Americans to the
American melting pot.

In 1821, an underground rebellion began by
Greeks who had been living for generations
under occupied rule by the Ottoman Turks for
over 400 years. The War for Independence
ended roughly 7 years later, when Greece
achieved its liberation with the Treaty of
Andrianople. Only then, were Greek citizens
able to fully celebrate their culture, their reli-
gion, and their democratic heritage.

And, it was that rich philosophical history on
which our Founding Fathers drew inspiration.
When drafting our Constitution over 200 years
ago, many ideas came from the world’s first
democracy in Ancient Greece.

Greece has long been one of the United
States’ closest allies. Fighting alongside Amer-
ica in every war of the 20th Century, Greece
continues to offer strong support with the cur-
rent War on Terrorism.

With over 3 million Greek Americans living
in the U.S. today, Greek culture still plays an
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important role in communities all across the
Nation. Public service organizations, like
AHEPA’s Chapter 453 in Wyckoff, New Jer-
sey, are committed to being positive partici-
pants in our society. And, it has been an
honor to work with them over the past several
months.

Mr. Speaker, | encourage all Americans to
recognize Greek Independence Day and the
valuable contributions that so many Greeks
and Greek Americans have made to our coun-
try.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF REP. SHERWOOD L. BOEHLERT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the contributions of my friend and col-
league, Congressman SHERWOOD (SHERRY)
BOEHLERT. After 24 years in Congress, Con-
gressman BOEHLERT who has served this
House with dignity and a great deal of integrity
has decided that “it’s time.”

First elected to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in 1982, Congressman BOEHLERT
represents the 24th District of New York, and
he does so with steadfast leadership, commit-
ment, and simply put, a love for the job.

As he rose in seniority and became chair-
man of the House Science Committee in
2001, BOEHLERT worked to further economic
development for his district and the State of
New York, as well as to push for an environ-
mental agenda that would benefit not only his
constituents, but the nation as a whole.

While we are losing one of the most dy-
namic and passionate Members of this great
body, the good people of central New York,
are losing a man who fought and worked tire-
lessly on their behalf. From his efforts to se-
cure money for transportation projects to sup-
porting the agenda of the National Science
Foundation, SHERRY BOEHLERT was going to
do what it took and what was best for those
who elected him into office.

It has been a privilege to serve with my
friend in the House and to work side by side
with him on matters concerning the New York
State Congressional Delegation.

Mr. Speaker, | submit to the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD, an article by E.J. Dionne, Jr. which
speaks to the retirement of our much-re-
spected and admired Member, SHERRY BOEH-
LERT.

[From the Washington Post, Mar. 21, 2006]

THE GOP’S SHRINKING MIDDLE
(By E. J. Dionne Jr.)

Members of Congress retire all the time,
but some retirements are leading indicators
of the direction of our politics. Rep. Sher-
wood Boehlert’s announcement last week to
call it quits matters, and in a depressing
way.

The affable 69-year-old New York Repub-
lican is one of the last of a breed: a liberal
Republican, though he calls himself a ‘“‘mod-
erate’” and has the record to prove it. Boeh-
lert’s departure does not leave the House
bereft of liberal Republicans—Rep. Jim
Leach of Iowa is more liberal than Boehlert.
But Leach, alas, is an outlier. The spotted
owl is in good shape compared with liberal
Republicans.
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Boehlert chose to retire in the year when
National Journal, the political world’s an-
swer to Sports Illustrated, featured him as
the ultimate “Down the Middle” guy. In its
Feb. 25 issue, the magazine published its an-
nual ratings, which showed that Boehlert’s
votes were more liberal than those of 52.2
percent of House members and more conserv-
ative than 47.8 percent. Boehlert’s district
includes the Baseball Hall of Fame in Coop-
erstown, and it’s hard to move the ball more
to the middle of the plate than he does.

It’s been downhill for his brand of Repub-
licanism from the moment he set foot in
Washington as a congressional staffer in
1964. That’s the year Barry Goldwater won
the Republican presidential nomination and
the great flight of the Republican liberals
began.

After Goldwater’s landslide defeat, two Re-
publican progressives who later became con-
servatives, George Gilder and Bruce Chap-
man, wrote a brilliant book called ‘‘The
Party That Lost Its Head,” detailing how
and why the party’s liberal wing responded
so anemically to the conservative challenge.
But it was too late. The party of Abraham
Lincoln and Theodore Roosevelt was des-
tined to become an annex of the conservative
movement.

Boehlert has always been unabashed in em-
bracing his liberal roots. Over breakfast on a
sunny summer morning in Cooperstown five
years ago, Boehlert embraced two of the
most progressive politicians of his lifetime.
‘“People say to me: ‘Why are you the kind of
Republican you are?’ Because in my forma-
tive political years, when I was coming up in
New York, my governor was Nelson A.
Rockefeller and my senator was Jacob K.
Javits.”

Why does the decline and fall of liberal Re-
publicanism matter? After all, rationalizing
the political system into a more conserv-
ative GOP and a more-or-less liberal Demo-
cratic Party makes the alternatives clearer
to voters, who are offered, in Goldwater’s fa-
mous phrase, ‘‘a choice, not an echo.”

But it turns out that a Republican Party
dominated by conservatives is no more co-
herent than the party that left room for pro-
gressives. The huge budget deficit is conserv-
atism’s Waterloo, testimony to its political
failure. The conservatives love to cut taxes
but can’t square their lust for tax reduction
with plausible spending cuts. Oh, yes, a
group of House conservatives has a paper
plan involving deep program cuts, but other
conservatives know that these cuts will not
pass, and shouldn’t.

Paradoxically, because the liberal Repub-
licans didn’t pretend to hate government,
they were better at fiscal responsibility.
They were willing to match their desired
spending levels with the taxes to pay for
them. It didn’t make for exciting, to-the-bar-
ricades politics. It merely produced good
government.

Boehlert, being an optimist by nature, was
always ready to declare that the ‘“‘moderates’
moment’’ had finally arrived. Last Novem-
ber, after I had written a column taking
some moderate Republicans to task for back-
ing the outrageous budget bill that passed
under the cover of darkness at 1:30 a.m.,
there was Boehlert on the phone insisting
that he and fellow moderate Mike Castle (R-
Del.) had wrung some important concessions
out of the House leadership. Maybe so, I re-
plied, but I had a higher opinion of moderate
Republicans and expected more of them than
that lousy budget bill.

The problem may be that Boehlert and
Castle did get as much as they could, given
the numerical weakness of their variety of
Republicanism, but that’s not good enough. I
suspect Boehlert knows this. Absent a robust
progressive wing, congressional Republicans
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will continue to produce fiscally incoherent
government. Democrats now have the task of
representing their own brand of politics, and
that of progressive Republicans, too.

I’'ll miss Boehlert and his optimistic mod-
eration. Our politics worked better when a
sufficiently large band of Republican mod-
erates and liberals could take the edge off
polarization and orient government toward
problem-solving. But the liberal Republicans
are gone. We have to deal with the GOP we
have, not the GOP we wish still existed.

——————

TRIBUTE TO GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commemorate the 185th anniversary of
Greek independence and to celebrate the long
friendship shared between the people of
Greece and the United States of America.

Greece and the United States are forever
linked by common values and political philos-
ophy. In the formative years of our Republic,
the founding fathers looked to the shining ex-
ample set by ancient Greece whose political
institutions and democratic ideals were the
foundation upon which were based many of
the political freedoms and traditions Americans
enjoy today.

In 1821, as our American experiment with
democracy blossomed, we proudly stood in
support of the new Greek republic emerging
from the ashes of the Ottoman Empire. Petros
Mavromichalis, a founder of the modern Greek
state, said to the citizens of the United States
in 1821, “it is in your land that liberty has fixed
her abode and . . . in imitating you, we shall
imitate our ancestors and be thought worthy of
them if we succeed in resembling you.” As the
Greek state took shape, Presidents Adams,
Madison and Jefferson joined a nation of
grateful Americans in an expression of encour-
agement and good wishes. Ever since,
Greece and the United States have enjoyed a
strong cultural, commercial and strategic part-
nership.

The Greek people have stood with us during
every major American military action. The citi-
zens of the United States will never forget how
during World War 1l, Greece in the historic
Battle of Crete, presented the Axis powers
with their first major setback, setting in motion
a chain of events that would significantly affect
the outcome of World War 1.

And today the Greek people are standing
beside us still, this time in Afghanistan where
they have not only dedicated financial and
logistical support to the NATO effort there,
they are also playing an important role in help-
ing to physically secure the country.

Thomas Jefferson referred to ancient
Greece as the light which led ourselves out of
Gothic darkness. On the occasion of the 185th
anniversary of Greek independence, | join all
Americans in wishing the people of Greece
congratulations and best wishes. We will re-
main eternally grateful to the Greek people
and the legacy of ancient Greece for the shin-
ing example it set for democracies the world
over.
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TRIBUTE TO GREEK
INDEPENDENCE DAY

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | am honored today to rise in
commemoration of the 186th anniversary of
Greece’s independence from the Ottoman Em-
pire in 1829 and to pay tribute to its long and
sometimes difficult journey back to democracy,
freedom, stability, and prosperity.

Nestled in Southern Europe, and bordering
the Aegean Sea, lonian Sea, and the Medi-
terranean Sea, between Albania and Turkey,
Greece is the epitome of picturesque.

Greece is rich with history traceable to
Stone Age hunters, compounded with agricul-
tural and complex civilizations of Minoan and
Mycenaean kings and followed by the Dark
Ages, marking a period of wars and invasions.

During the second half of the 19th century
and first half of the 20th century, Greece
strengthened its landmass by adding neigh-
boring islands and territories.

After being invaded by ltaly in 1940, Greece
became occupied by Germany from 1941 to
1944. After enduring many years of civil war,
Greece defeated the communist rebels in
1949 and subsequently joined NATO in 1952.

In 1972, Greece held its first democratic
elections and created a parliamentary republic,
abolishing the monarchy, and later joined the
European Community in 1982.

Today, Greece is part of the international
coalition committed to the war on terror. By
making airspace and airbases available to the
U.S., Greece is an important player in the war
against terrorism.

| join my colleagues in commemoration of
Greece Independence Day and gladly pay trib-
ute to the many cultural contributions paid by
Greek Americans in Dallas, as well as, in our
Nation.

—————

CELEBRATING THE 18TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF GREEK INDEPEND-
ENCE ON MARCH 25, 2006

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 28, 2006

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the 185th anniversary of Greek inde-
pendence, which took place on March 25,
2006.

Thousands of years ago the spirit of democ-
racy was born in Greece. In 1821, this democ-
racy flourished when the Greeks successfully
declared their independence from the Ottoman
Empire. Their struggle and success reinforced
their belief in freedom and democracy. This
belief holds strong and true today, as Greeks
continue to fight side-by-side in defense of de-
mocracy and freedom, and in opposition to
terrorism.

Today we celebrate Greece and the Greek
people everywhere for their continued con-
tribution to democracy and freedom. As na-
tions around the world struggle with tyranny
and injustice, may they look to the victories of
the Greeks for hope that democracy can flour-
ish.
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