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were received by the Senate and appeared in
the Congressional Record of September 28,
2005.

NOMINATION OF DONALD DEGABRIELLE, JR.

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I rise to
express my enthusiastic support for
Don DeGabrielle, an outstanding attor-
ney and committed public servant who
has been nominated by the President
to serve as the U.S. attorney for the
Southern District of Texas.

The Southern District of Texas is
home to Houston, our Nation’s fourth
largest city. The district extends from
Houston to the U.S.-Mexico border, and
includes the cities of Brownsville,
McAllen, and Laredo—all of which are
located on or near the border.

The position for which Don
DeGabrielle is nominated has been va-
cant for some time now. As my col-
leagues know, the U.S. attorney is each
district’s chief Federal law enforce-
ment officer. So it is critically impor-
tant to the Department of Justice and
to the people of the Southern District
that this vacancy be filled as soon as
possible.

Don DeGabrielle is an outstanding
selection for this post. He brings exten-
sive and praiseworthy prosecutorial ex-
perience. Don DeGabrielle has served
the Southern District as an assistant
U.S. attorney for the past 20 years—the
last 4 as first assistant U.S. attorney.
As first assistant, he was responsible
for the day-to-day management of the
district, supervising an extensive
criminal, civil, and appellate docket.

Don DeGabrielle has unimpeachable
credentials as a prosecutor. He has
tried nearly 200 cases in both State and
Federal courts, has been an instructor
at the National Advocacy Center, and
has provided legal instruction to Fed-
eral agents.

Don DeGabrielle’s diverse experience
includes a stint in 2001 as the Resident
Legal Adviser to the Republic of South
Africa, where he advised that nation’s
prosecutors and helped reorganize its
Justice Ministry. Prior to his career as
a prosecutor, he served as an FBI spe-
cial agent in New Orleans and New
York City.

In short, Don DeGabrielle’s unique
qualifications make this nomination a
superb one. I am confident that he will
serve this country with distinction.
And I am proud to support his nomina-
tion.

NOMINATION OF AMUL R. THAPAR

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it is
my great honor and privilege today to
speak on behalf of Amul R. Thapar, the
President’s nominee to be the next U.S.
Attorney for the Eastern District of
Kentucky. Mr. Thapar is an out-
standing man of great credentials and
character. He has many years of expe-
rience successfully prosecuting some of
America’s most wanted criminals, and
his confirmation will lead to a safer,
more just Kentucky.

Mr. Thapar has served as an Assist-
ant U.S. Attorney in Cincinnati since
2002. In that position, he has managed
the successful prosecution of a wide va-
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riety of Federal crimes, with an em-
phasis on public corruption, homeland
security, and violent crimes.

Mr. Thapar led the Southern Ohio
Mortgage Fraud Task Force, which
successfully prosecuted approximately
40 perpetrators of mortgage fraud. Last
year, he led the successful investiga-
tion and prosecution of a conspiracy
ring to provide illegal aliens with
fraudulent drivers’ licenses.

Mr. Thapar also served as an Assist-
ant U.S. Attorney right here in Wash-
ington, DC, from 1999 to 2001. He went
after violent criminals in the District,
and had a role in prosecuting the noto-
rious ‘‘Starbucks Homicides” that hap-
pened in Georgetown several years ago.

For his excellence in public service,
Mr. Thapar has been recognized by the
Department of Justice, which honored
him with a special achievement award;
by the Postal Inspection Service, for
his many successful investigations of
violent and white-collar crimes; by the
Secret Service for his efforts to fight
counterfeiting; and the FBI for his
campaigns against bank fraud and elec-
tion fraud.

Mr. Thapar is an accomplished attor-
ney in private practice as well. He has
worked as an associate at both the
prestigious Squire, Sanders & Dempsey
law firm of Cincinnati and the Wil-
liams & Connolly law firm of Wash-
ington, DC. In both of those jobs, he
managed and litigated complex cases
on behalf of major corporations in both
Federal and State courts.

Mr. Thapar has served as an adjunct
professor at Georgetown University
Law Center, and until recently served
as an adjunct professor at the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati College of Law,
where he taught Federal criminal prac-
tice. He has clerked for Judge Nathan-
iel R. Jones of the U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the Sixth Circuit and Judge S.
Arthur Spiegel of the U.S. District
Court for the Southern District of
Ohio.

Even while managing such an impres-
sive career, Amul still finds time to
volunteer in his community. In 1995, he
founded the Cincinnati chapter of the
well-respected Street Law program.
Street Law sends law school students
into underprivileged high schools to
teach kids about the basic
underpinnings of our legal system, and
the rights and responsibilities inherent
in being an American citizen. Hundreds
of students have benefited from Amul’s
initiative, and the program is larger
and more successful than ever after 11
years.

Amul graduated from the renowned
Boalt Hall School of Law of the Univer-
sity of California after receiving his
undergraduate degree with high honors
from Boston College. In addition to his
remarkable career accomplishments,
Amul has a remarkable family, and I
am sure his wife, Kimberly, and his
children, Zachary, Carmen and Nich-
olas, are very proud of him and all he
has achieved.

The President has made the right
choice by calling on Amul to serve the
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people of Kentucky as the chief law en-
forcement officer for the State’s East-
ern District. Amul’s entire career has
prepared him for this assignment. He
has risen to the top of his field to be-
come a stellar career prosecutor. He
has gained valuable experience in han-
dling all types of cases. And, most im-
portantly, he is a man of integrity, in-
telligence, and spirit, who has a deep
desire to seek out justice on behalf of
those who deserve it.

I appreciate my fellow Senators’ ex-
peditious handling of Mr. Thapar’s
nomination, and I am confident he has
the energy and the experience to excel
as Kentucky’s next U.S. Attorney.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will now return to legislative ses-
sion.

———

GREEK INDEPENDENCE DAY: A
NATIONAL DAY OF CELEBRA-
TION OF GREEK AND AMERICAN
DEMOCRACY

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 399, which was submitted earlier
today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 399) designating
March 25, 2006, as ‘‘Greek Independence Day:
A National Day of Celebration of Greek and
American Democracy.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. RES. 399

Whereas the ancient Greeks developed the
concept of democracy, in which the supreme
power to govern was vested in the people;

Whereas the Founding Fathers of the
United States drew heavily on the political
experience and philosophy of ancient Greece
in forming our representative democracy;

Whereas Greek Commander in Chief Petros
Mavromichalis, a founder of the modern
Greek state, said to the citizens of the
United States in 1821 that ‘‘it is in your land
that liberty has fixed her abode and . . . in
imitating you, we shall imitate our ances-
tors and be thought worthy of them if we
succeed in resembling you’’;

Whereas Greece played a major role in the
World War II struggle to protect freedom and
democracy through such bravery as was
shown in the historic Battle of Crete, which
provided the Axis land war with its first
major setback, setting off a chain of events
that significantly affected the outcome of
World War II;

399) was
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