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Whereas during the 1985-1986 school year,
the maximum Federal Pell Grant covered 55
percent of the cost of tuition, fees, room and
board at a public 4-year college, but during
the 2005-2006 school year the maximum Fed-
eral Pell Grant covers only 33 percent of
such cost, leaving today’s students burdened
with more debt or unable to afford a college
education at all;

Whereas at the same time that college
costs are rising substantially, President
Bush recently signed into law the largest cut
in student loan programs in the history of
the Nation and now proposes a budget for fis-
cal year 2007 that would eliminate new fund-
ing for Federal Perkins Loans and freeze the
maximum Federal Pell Grant award at
$4,050, where the maximum Federal Pell
Grant has been since 2003, reducing the real
value of the maximum Federal Pell Grant to
the families who depend upon it;

Whereas the President’s budget also breaks
promises to our children, their parents, and
their schools;

Whereas school districts must meet tough
new standards under the No Child Left Be-
hind Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-110; 115 Stat.
1425), but the President’s budget underfunds
this effort by $15,400,000,000;

Whereas all children deserve an education
that will prepare them for the 21st century
global economy, but the President is pro-
posing to leave 3,700,000 children behind by
failing to fully fund title I of the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20
U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) at the level promised in
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001;

Whereas in 1975 Congress committed to
fully funding the Individuals with Disabil-
ities Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1400 et seq.), in
order to provide an appropriate education to
students with special needs, yet for the sec-
ond year in a row the President’s budget re-
treats on that commitment by reducing the
Federal Government’s share of the cost for
educating students with special needs, plac-
ing a greater financial burden on States and
local school districts;

Whereas research shows that every dollar
invested in high-quality early childhood edu-
cation yields $13 in benefits to the public,
but the President’s budget would eliminate
Head Start services for 19,000 children;

Whereas despite the importance of edu-
cation, the President now is proposing a
$2,100,000,000 cut to Federal education fund-
ing, which would be the largest cut in the 26-
year history of the Department of Edu-
cation;

Whereas the President’s budget proposes to
eliminate or substantially reduce funding for
42 existing education programs, including
Safe and Drug-Free Schools and Commu-
nities State Grants, Educational Technology
State Grants, Elementary and Secondary
School Counseling Programs, Gaining Early
Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate
Programs (GEAR-UP), and Federal TRIO
Programs;

Whereas every child deserves a safe,
healthy, supervised place to go after school,
but the President’s budget denies these op-
portunities to 2,000,000 disadvantaged stu-
dents by funding 21st Century Community
Learning Centers at less than half the level
promised in the No Child Left Behind Act of
2001; and

Whereas the education cuts in the Presi-
dent’s budget would eliminate the ability of
many working families to ensure a quality
education for their children, deny many
young people the opportunities that flow
from a college education, reduce the com-
petitiveness of the United States workforce,
and harm the Nation’s economy: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved,
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SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE.

It is the sense of the Senate that—

(1) Congress should act to make college
more affordable by—

(A) increasing tax benefits to offset college
costs, such as expanding the Hope Scholar-
ship Credit and the deductibility of college
tuition;

(B) substantially increasing the size of
Federal Pell Grants to better reflect the in-
crease in the cost of higher education; and

(C) making student loans more affordable
by reducing interest rates and fees for stu-
dents and families;

(2) Congress should keep its promises to
the children of the United States, particu-
larly by fully funding the No Child Left Be-
hind Act of 2001, the Individuals with Dis-
abilities Education Act, and the Head Start
Act (42 U.S.C. 9831 et seq.); and

(3) Congress should reject the cuts in the
President’s education budget for fiscal year
2007.

SEC. 2. SHORT TITLE.

This resolution may be cited as the ‘‘Amer-
ican Competitiveness through Education
Resolution’ or the ‘“ACE Resolution’.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION  396—CON-
GRATULATING ROSEY FLETCHER
FOR HER OLYMPIC BRONZE
MEDAL IN THE PARALLEL
GIANT SLALOM

Mr. STEVENS (for himself and Ms.
MURKOWSKI) submitted the following
resolution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 396

Whereas on February 23, 2006, Rosey
Fletcher became the first woman from the
United States to win an Olympic medal in
the parallel giant slalom;

Whereas Rosey Fletcher won a bronze
medal for her performance at the 2006 Torino
Olympic Winter Games;

Whereas Rosey Fletcher is the only
snowboarder to have competed in 3 Winter
Olympic Games;

Whereas Rosey Fletcher was a silver med-
alist at the 1999 and 2001 world champion-
ships and is ranked 8th in the parallel giant
slalom on the World Cup circuit;

Whereas February 23, 2006, was declared
‘““‘Rosey Fletcher Day’’ by Alyeska Resort in
honor of her Olympic achievement and men-
toring of young Alaskan athletes; and

Whereas Rosey Fletcher is a hometown
hero from Girdwood, Alaska: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That the Senate congratulates
Rosey Fletcher for winning the bronze medal
in the parallel giant slalom.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 397—RECOG-
NIZING THE HISTORY AND

ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE CURL-
ING COMMUNITY OF BEMIDJI,
MINNESOTA

Mr. COLEMAN (for himself and Mr.
DAYTON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 397

Whereas the citizens of Bemidji, Min-
nesota, have enjoyed the sport of curling
ever since the Hibbing Curling Club dem-
onstrated the sport during the Winter Car-
nival of 1932;

Whereas many families who live in Bemidji
have participated in the sport for over 4 gen-
erations, the latest of whom enjoy the oppor-
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tunity to enroll in high school courses that
are held at the Bemidji Curling Club and
focus on the fundamentals of curling;

Whereas members of the Bemidji commu-
nity gathered at the Tourist Information
Building and organized the now famous
Bemidji Curling Club on January 13, 1935;

Whereas the Club brought the Bemidji
community together, as members routinely
shared their equipment with fellow curlers
until the Club could afford to purchase a suf-
ficient supply of stones, brooms, and other
items;

Whereas the Bemidji Curling Club has pro-
moted the participation of women in the
sport of curling for almost 60 years;

Whereas the tireless efforts of parents and
fellow members of the Club have inspired a
large number of youths in the Bemidji com-
munity to participate in junior leagues;

Whereas teams belonging to the Bemidji
Curling Club have won over 50 State and na-
tional titles;

Whereas, after producing generations of
champion curlers, the City of Bemidji, the
Bemidji Curling Club, and the town of
Chisolm have the honor of calling them-
selves the home of the 2006 United States
Men’s and Women’s Olympic Curling Teams;

Whereas the citizens of Bemidji and
Chisolm celebrated the strong performances
of each Olympic curling team, and watched
with pride as the Men’s Olympic Curling
Team captured the bronze medal in Torino;
and

Whereas the Bemidji Curling Club and the
City of Bemidji continues to foster the
growth and development of curling by
hosting the United States World Team Trials
in March of 2006: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) recognizes the curling community of
Bemidji for its efforts in promoting the sport
of curling in Minnesota and the United
States; and

(2) respectfully requests the Enrolling
Clerk of the Senate to transmit an enrolled
copy of this resolution to—

(A) the City of Bemidji; and

(B) the Bemidji Curling Club.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2968. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2349, to provide greater transparency
in the legislative process; which was ordered
to lie on the table.

SA 2969. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2349, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2970. Mr. SUNUNU (for himself, Mr.
McCAIN, Mr. GRAHAM, and Mr. ENSIGN) sub-
mitted an amendment intended to be pro-
posed by him to the bill S. 2349, supra; which
was ordered to lie on the table.

SA 2971. Mr. ENSIGN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2349, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2972. Mr. TALENT (for himself, Mr.
FRIST, Mr. ALLEN, and Mrs. DOLE) submitted
an amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill S. 2349, supra; which was or-
dered to lie on the table.

SA 2973. Mr. McCAIN submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the
bill S. 2349, supra; which was ordered to lie
on the table.

SA 2974. Mr. MCCAIN (for himself, Mr. KYL,
and Mr. COBURN) submitted an amendment
intended to be proposed by him to the bill S.
2349, supra; which was ordered to lie on the
table.

SA 2975. Mr. COBURN submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by him
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