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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. PORTER).

————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
March 1, 2006.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JON C. POR-
TER to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

——————

PRAYER

Bishop Steven E. Wright, National
Chaplain, the American Legion, offered
the following prayer:

Our Father who art in heaven, we
thank Thee for countless blessings
poured out upon the people of this
great Nation. From our earliest begin-
nings we have placed our trust in Thy
power to guide and defend us. We reaf-
firm that trust as we seek Thy
strength, Thy wisdom, Thy inspiration
and Thy love to be upon our Represent-
atives here in this House in their delib-
erations and efforts and decisions this
day.

We thank Thee for the valiant men
and women of our Armed Forces and
for our veterans and ask Thee to bless
them and their families with safety
and with Thy comforting love. We pray
likewise for each individual and family
unit and ask Thee to particularly bless
fathers and mothers with the ability to
instill virtue in its many forms in their
children.

We express our love and gratitude for
Thy tender mercies in all our trials and
challenges, and do so with a concluding
moment of silence, allowing each here
to offer the personal benediction of his
or her own heart and faith.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr.
WILSON) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair desires to make an announce-
ment.

After consultation among the Speak-
er, the majority and minority leaders,
the Chair announces that during the
joint meeting to hear an address by the
Honorable Silvio Berlusconi, Prime
Minister of the Republic of Italy, only
the doors immediately opposite the
Speaker and those on his right and left
will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House.

Due to the large attendance that is
anticipated, the Chair feels the rule re-
garding the privilege of the floor must
be strictly adhered to.

Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor, and the coopera-
tion of all Members is requested.

The practice of reserving seats prior
to the joint meeting by placard will

not be allowed. Members may reserve
their seats by physical presence only
following the security sweep of the
Chamber.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, February 16, 2006, the House
stands in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 3 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

——
[ 1055

JOINT MEETING OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE TO HEAR AN AD-
DRESS BY THE HONORABLE
SILVIO BERLUSCONI, PRIME MIN-
ISTER OF THE REPUBLIC OF
ITALY

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs.
Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice
President and Members of the U.S.
Senate who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Honor-
able Silvio Berlusconi, the Prime Min-
ister of the Republic of Italy, into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
BOEHNER);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT);

The gentleman from New York (Mr.
FOSSELLA);
The gentleman from California (Mr.

GALLEGLY);

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
MiIcA);

The gentleman from Ohio (Mr.

TIBERI);

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.
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