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have been part of the coalition to help de-
mocracy emerge in Iraq. 

Establishing democracy in Iraq was never 
going to be easy. Yet it is essential for the 
political and economic stability of the entire 
Middle East—and also vital for the security 
of our countries. We are convinced that for 
Iraq to become a vigorous partner in the war 
on terrorism, the Iraqis will need our contin-
uous help for rebuilding their country, as 
well as for establishing democratic institu-
tions and a market economy. The good news 
is that we are not alone; it’s a truly inter-
national partnership, based on a U.N. man-
date. More than 30 nations are on the ground 
with the coalition and NATO, and more than 
80 have signed up for the ‘‘new international 
partnership’’ with Iraq. European countries 
work closely with the U.S. on strengthening 
stability and democracy in Iraq, and the 
U.N. is providing key support to achieve our 
goals. 

The Visegrad Group, which includes our 
countries, has been one of the most effective 
regional partnerships in Europe established 
after the changes of 1989. With our vast expe-
rience in transitioning from dictatorship to 
democracy, we can be of special help. Al-
though the Central European reality is quite 
different from Iraq, we offer our assistance 
in building democratic institutions as well 
as civil society. We can share the successes 
and challenges of our transition with the 
Iraqis, as we all know that freedom comes at 
a price. The experiences from the area of re-
sponsibility of the Multinational Division 
Central-South prove that transformation in 
Iraq can be completed with success. Right 
now we are transferring more power and re-
sponsibilities to the local Iraqi authorities, 
which, thanks to our assistance, are capable 
of securing their future. 

Democratic transition is a long, painful 
process. It requires sacrifice. But, more than 
anything, it requires a belief that demo-
cratic values will prevail and people will 
have a better life as a result. We had that be-
lief to guide us during the most difficult 
years of transition and we want to keep that 
belief alive in the people of Iraq. Maybe it 
takes countries with vivid recollections of 
tyranny to serve as the institutional mem-
ory of a larger community of democracies. If 
so, we are ready to fulfill that role. 

f 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, ear-
lier this month,I led a delegation to 
South America to review security, 
trade, and foreign assistance issues. 
Joining me were Senators MARTINEZ, 
BURR, and THUNE. With the exception 
of my friend from Florida, this was the 
first visit to Brazil, Argentina, and 
Chile for my colleagues and me. In 
short, this is a region full of promise— 
and problems. 

Let me begin my remarks with a 
word of appreciation to the Govern-
ments of Brazil, Argentina and Chile 
for their excellent cooperation on secu-
rity matters, including countering ter-
rorism and narcotics. These are shared 
threats and pose myriad challenges, 
whether in the case of Brazil’s massive 
border—particularly with Colombia 
and Venezuela—the notorious tri-bor-
der area—TBA—of Brazil, Argentina, 
and Paraguay, or vicious terrorist at-
tacks against Israeli and Jewish inter-
ests in Buenos Aires in the 1990s. Given 
the unequivocal support for indigenous 
coca growers by Bolivia’s new Presi-

dent, Evo Morales, I encourage the 
State Department to further strength-
en cooperation on security matters 
with these countries in the months and 
years ahead. 

Brazil, Argentina and Chile also de-
serve recognition for their participa-
tion in United Nations peacekeeping 
missions, particularly in Haiti. While 
not always popular with domestic con-
stituencies, their respective contribu-
tions provide critical support for inter-
national efforts to secure stability in 
the region. Peacekeeping is not with-
out risks, and I condemn attacks 
against peacekeepers in Haiti, includ-
ing the recent incident in the Cite 
Soleil district of Port-au-Prince that 
killed two Jordanian nationals. 

Brazil, Argentina and Chile should be 
recognized for their support of democ-
racy and human rights throughout the 
region. While we did not see eye-to-eye 
on every issue, it is clear everyone is 
watching Bolivia and Venezuela close-
ly. In one meeting in Brasilia, Senator 
MARTINEZ counseled that in deter-
mining the new agenda of President 
Morales, the region would be wise to 
‘‘trust but verify.’’ This is a wise 
maxim whether assessing coca cultiva-
tion or threats to nationalize the en-
ergy sector in Bolivia, or professed sup-
port for democracy and justice in 
Chavez’s Venezuela. 

In general, there is significant room 
for improvement in U.S. trade rela-
tions with Brazil and Argentina, par-
ticularly regarding intellectual prop-
erty rights and demonstrable support 
for the free trade area of the Americas 
negotiation. Through meetings with 
business leaders in Brazil and Argen-
tina, the delegation heard first hand 
many of the challenges facing the busi-
ness community in both countries. 
President Kirchner would be wise to 
listen to the concerns of international 
companies doing business in the region 
regarding price controls and the har-
assment and intimidation of business 
leaders. 

As one businessman familiar with Ar-
gentina’s investment climate quipped, 
‘‘If you want to make a small fortune 
in Argentina, go there with a big one.’’ 
The challenge for President Kirchner is 
to maintain expansion of Argentina’s 
economy by attracting investment and 
capital—and not aiding in its flight. 

Let me close with a word or two on 
Chile, a country clearly committed to 
democracy, the rule of law and free 
trade. Our delegation was heartened by 
the views of our Chilean friends and 
U.S. country team that regardless of 
the outcome of the January 15 elec-
tions, won by Michelle Bachelet, de-
mocracy was alive and well in Chile, 
and that our bilateral relationship 
would remain strong. I am pleased our 
bilateral free trade agreement, FTA, 
with Chile has been beneficial to both 
U.S. and Chilean businesses, with ex-
ports boosted by an estimated 40 per-
cent since the FTA’s implementation 
in January 2004. Still, there is room for 
improvement, and I encourage contin-

ued engagement on intellectual prop-
erty rights issues. Ambassador Craig 
Kelly and his team are doing a terrific 
job in Santiago, and I have every con-
fidence that under his capable leader-
ship relations will continue to be vi-
brant and strong. 

Mr. President, I have shared a few, 
brief observations of this trip, but I 
hope Senator MARTINEZ,—who has 
much experience in this part of the 
world, will speak to this body on his 
views of the region and, in particular, 
the challenges to U.S. policy and busi-
ness interests posed by Presidents Cha-
vez of Venezuela, Morales of Bolivia, 
and Castro of Cuba. There is much 
going on in South America deserving of 
the Senate’s close scrutiny. 

f 

HAMAS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
wish to take a brief moment to speak 
to the issue of U.S. foreign assistance 
for the West Bank and Gaza. 

Hamas’s victory at the polls poses 
immediate challenges to the United 
States, the European Union, and other 
countries and organizations that pro-
vide humanitarian and development as-
sistance to the Palestinian people. Per-
haps frustrated with the corruption of 
the ruling Fatah Party, the slow pace 
of reforms, or, more darkly, supportive 
of indiscriminate violence against in-
nocent Israeli men, women, and chil-
dren through terrorist attacks on 
Israeli soil, Palestinians cast their bal-
lots for an organization that supports 
terrorism and rejects Israel’s right to 
exist. 

In the West Bank and Gaza, Palestin-
ians had a choice between ballots and 
bullets—and chose both. 

As domestic and international ob-
servers appear to have deemed the elec-
tion process as credible, Palestinian 
leadership choices are now crystal 
clear. But as President Bush and Sec-
retary of State Rice have already said, 
the United States will not provide as-
sistance to a foreign terrorist organiza-
tion. 

The ball is now in Hamas’s court. Ei-
ther its leadership will renounce ter-
rorism and violence against Israel in 
both word and deed, recognize Israel’s 
right to exist, and—in President Bush’s 
words—be a ‘‘partner in peace’’—or 
they will come to the harsh realization 
that governance in the territories ab-
sent foreign aid is an impossible task. 
In the past, American taxpayers have 
paid for Palestinian private sector de-
velopment, health, community serv-
ices, and higher education. This gen-
erous support is now in real jeopardy. 

As the chairman of the State, For-
eign Operations and Related Programs 
Subcommittee, I intend to continue to 
follow developments in the region 
closely and to work with the adminis-
tration and others to determine the 
best and most appropriate course of ac-
tion regarding the provision of U.S. 
foreign assistance in the wake of the 
Palestinian elections. 
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To paraphrase the Israeli diplomat 

and politician Abba Eban, Hamas lit-
erally cannot afford to miss this oppor-
tunity to renounce terrorism, recog-
nize Israel, and embrace responsible 
governance. If they do that, they will 
find the missed opportunity very cost-
ly. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
rise to pay tribute to 15 young Ameri-
cans who have been killed in Iraq since 
December 9. This brings to 523 the 
number of soldiers who were either 
from California or based in California 
that have been killed while serving our 
country in Iraq. This represents 23 per-
cent of all U.S. deaths in Iraq. 

LCpl Samuel Tapia, age 20, died De-
cember 18 from small-arms fire while 
conducting combat operations in Ar 
Ramadi. He was assigned to the 3rd 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, Twentynine Palms, 
CA. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
his unit was attached to the 2nd Ma-
rine Division. 

SGT Regina C. Reali, age 25, died De-
cember 23 in Baghdad when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated near 
her humvee. She was assigned to the 
Army Reserve’s 351st Civil Affairs 
Command, Mountain View, CA. She 
was from Fresno, CA. 

SGT Cheyenne C. Willey, age 36, died 
December 23 in Baghdad when an im-
provised explosive device detonated 
near his humvee. He was assigned to 
the Army Reserve’s 351st Civil Affairs 
Command, Mountain View, CA. He was 
from Fremont, CA. 

SPC Sergio Gudino, age 22, died De-
cember 25 in Baghdad when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated near 
his M1A1 tank during combat oper-
ations. He was assigned to the 1st Bat-
talion, 64th Armor Regiment, 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Divi-
sion, Fort Stewart, GA. He was from 
Pomona, CA. 

SPC Marcelino R. Corniel, age 23, 
died December 31 in Baghdad when an 
enemy mortar attack occurred in the 
vicinity of his observation post. He was 
assigned to the Army National Guard’s 
1st Battalion, 184th Infantry Regiment, 
Fullerton, CA. He was from La Puente, 
CA. 

PVT Robbie M. Mariano, age 21, died 
January 5 in An Najaf when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated near 
his humvee during convoy operations. 
He was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 
16th Field Artillery, 2nd Brigade Com-
bat Team, 4th Infantry Division, Fort 
Hood, TX. He was from Stockton, CA. 

SGT Adam L. Cann, age 23, was 
killed in action on January 5 by a sui-
cide bomb attack on an Iraqi police re-
cruitment center in Ar Ramadi. He was 
assigned to Security Battalion, Camp 
Pendleton, CA. During Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, his unit was attached to the 
2nd Marine Division. 

MAJ Douglas A. La Bouff, age 36, 
died January 7 near Tal Afar when his 

UH–60 Black Hawk helicopter crashed. 
He was assigned to the Army’s 3rd Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Carson, 
CO. He was from La Puente, CA. 

LCpl Raul Mercado, age 21, died Jan-
uary 7 when his vehicle was attacked 
with an improvised explosive device 
while conducting combat operations 
near Al Karmah. He was assigned to 
2nd Maintenance Battalion, 2nd Marine 
Logistics Group, Camp Lejeune, NC. He 
was from Monrovia, CA. 

CPL Justin J. Watts, age 20, died 
January 14 from an apparent nonhos-
tile gunshot wound in Haditha. His 
death is currently under investigation. 
He was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 
1st Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Divi-
sion, Camp Pendleton, CA. During Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom, his unit was at-
tached to the 2nd Marine Division. 

CWO3 Rex C. Kenyon, age 34, died 
January 16 in Baghdad when his 
Apache helicopter was shot down while 
conducting aerial patrols. He was as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 4th Avia-
tion Regiment (Attack), Combat Avia-
tion Brigade, 4th Infantry Division, 
Fort Hood, TX. He was from El 
Segundo, CA. 

CPL Carlos Arrelanopandura, age 22, 
died January 20 from a suicide vehicle- 
borne improvised explosive device 
while conducting combat operations in 
Haqlaniyah. He was assigned to the 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, CA. 
During Operation Iraqi Freedom, his 
unit was attached the 2nd Marine Divi-
sion. He was from Los Angeles, CA. 

LCpl. Brandon Dewey, age 20, died 
January 20 from a suicide vehicle-borne 
improvised explosive device while con-
ducting combat operations in 
Haqlaniyah. He was assigned to the 3rd 
Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, CA. 
During Operation Iraqi Freedom, his 
unit was attached to the 2nd Marine 
Division. He was from San Joaquin, 
CA. 

SGT David L. Herrera, age 26, died 
January 28 in Baghdad when an impro-
vised explosive device detonated near 
his humvee during combat operations. 
He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 
506th Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, 
Fort Campbell, KY. He was from 
Oceanside, CA. 

LCpl Hugo R. Lopezlopez, age 20, died 
January 27 at Brooke Army Medical 
Center in San Antonio from wounds 
sustained from an improvised explosive 
device while conducting combat oper-
ations against enemy forces in Rawah, 
Iraq on November 20, 2005. He was as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 11th Ma-
rine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, 
Camp Pendleton, CA. During Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, his unit was attached 
to the 2nd Marine Division. He was 
from La Habra, CA. 

Mr. President, 523 soldiers who were 
either from California or based in Cali-
fornia have been killed while serving 
our country in Iraq. I pray for these 
young Americans and their families. 

HOUSE PASSAGE OF THE DEFICIT 
REDUCTION ACT OF 2005 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
today the House of Representatives 
completed final action on the S. 1932, 
the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, DRA. 
I am pleased that this important legis-
lation will soon be enacted into law. 

It has been 8 years since Congress 
last passed a reconciliation bill. In 
crafting S. 1932, we worked hard to en-
sure that none of the changes made 
would adversely affect beneficiary cov-
erage. The Deficit Reduction Act will 
allow States across the country to con-
tinue to offer these essential services 
to their beneficiaries. 

The Deficit Reduction Act also in-
cludes a number of provisions to ensure 
that the Federal Government pays 
Medicare providers accurately and ap-
propriately. One such provision relates 
to payment policies under the Medi-
care Advantage program. Specifically, 
Section 5301 of S. 1932 phases-out the 
budget neutrality adjustment for Medi-
care Advantage plans. Section 5301 and 
the joint statement which accompanied 
the conference report in the Senate re-
quiring adjustments for differences in 
coding patterns is intended to include 
adjustments for coding that is inac-
curate or incomplete for the purpose of 
establishing risk scores that are con-
sistent across both fee-for-service and 
Medicare Advantage settings, even if 
such coding is accurate or complete for 
other purposes. This will ensure that 
the goal of risk adjustment—to pay 
plans accurately—is met. 

I am also pleased that the Deficit Re-
duction Act includes the Family Op-
portunity Act. I have been working 
tirelessly on this legislation since 1999 
with Senator KENNEDY. The measure 
will allow States to create options for 
families who have children with mul-
tiple medical needs to buy into Med-
icaid while continuing to work. Fami-
lies with children with such medical 
needs should not have to choose be-
tween providing for their children and 
their children’s health care. This provi-
sion in the Deficit Reduction Act will 
help prevent just that. 

I applaud the Congress for passing 
this important legislation today. Bene-
ficiaries and taxpayers across the coun-
try deserve to get the highest value for 
every dollar that is spent on Medicare, 
Medicaid and other safety net pro-
grams. This legislation will help ac-
complish that objective. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
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