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was assigned to Battalion Landing 
Team 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regi-
ment, 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
Camp Pendleton, CA. During Operation 
Iraq Freedom, his unit was attached to 
2nd Marine Division. 

Cpl Joshua J. Ware, 20, died Novem-
ber 16 as a result of enemy small arms 
fire while conducting combat oper-
ations against enemy forces during Op-
eration Steel Curtain in Ubaydi. He 
was assigned to Battalion Landing 
Team 2nd Battalion, 1st Marine Regi-
ment, 13th Marine Expeditionary Unit, 
Camp Pendleton, CA. During Operation 
Iraqi Freedom, his unit was attached 
to 2nd Marine Division. 

Sgt Jeremy E. Murray, 27, died No-
vember 16 from an improvised explo-
sive device while conducting combat 
operations against enemy forces in the 
vicinity of Hadithah. He was assigned 
to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, 
CA. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
his unit was attached to the 2nd Ma-
rine Division. 

SPC Vernon R. Widner, 34, died No-
vember 17 in Tikrit of injuries sus-
tained the same day in Bayji when his 
HMMWV was involved in a vehicle ac-
cident during convoy operations. He 
was assigned to the 3rd Special Troops 
Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, 
KY. He was from Redlands, CA. 

LCpl Miguel Terrazas, 20, died No-
vember 19 from an improvised explo-
sive device while conducting combat 
operations against enemy forces in the 
vicinity of Hadithah. He was assigned 
to 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Camp Pendleton, 
CA. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
his unit was attached to the 2nd Ma-
rine Division. 

SPC Michael J. Idanan, 21, died No-
vember 19 in Bayji when an improvised 
explosive device detonated near his 
HMMWV during combat operations. He 
was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 33rd 
Cavalry, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
101st Airborne Division, Fort Campbell, 
KY. He was from Chula Vista, CA. 

SPC Javier A. Villanueva, 25, died 
November 24 in Al Asad of injuries sus-
tained on November 23 in Hit when an 
improvised explosive device detonated 
near his dismounted patrol during com-
bat operations. He was assigned to the 
Army’s 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment, Fort Irwin, CA. 

MSgt Brett E. Angus, 40, died Novem-
ber 26 from an improvised explosive de-
vice while conducting combat oper-
ations against enemy forces in the vi-
cinity of Camp Taqaddum. He was as-
signed to Marine Wing Support Squad-
ron-372, Marine Wing Support Group-37, 
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, Camp Pen-
dleton, CA. During Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, his unit was attached to the 
2nd Marine Aircraft Wing. 

SSgt William D. Richardson, 30, died 
November 30 of wounds sustained from 
a non-hostile vehicle accident near Al 
Taqaddum. He was assigned to Marine 
Wing Support Squadron-372, Marine 

Wing Support Group-37, 3rd Marine 
Aircraft Wing, Camp Pendleton, CA. 
During Operation Iraqi Freedom, his 
unit was attached to 2nd Marine Air-
craft Wing. 

SSgt. Daniel J. Clay, 27, died Decem-
ber 1 when an improvised explosive de-
vice detonated at a patrol base outside 
Fallujah. He was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, Twentynine Palms, 
CA. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
his unit was attached to the 2nd Ma-
rine Division. 

LCpl John M. Holmason, 20, died De-
cember 1 when an improvised explosive 
device detonated at a patrol base out-
side Fallujah. He was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Twentynine 
Palms, CA. During Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, his unit was attached to the 
2nd Marine Division. 

LCpl David A. Huhn, 24, died Decem-
ber 1 when an improvised explosive de-
vice detonated at a patrol base outside 
Fallujah. He was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, Twentynine Palms, 
CA. During Operation Iraqi Freedom, 
his unit was attached to the 2nd Ma-
rine Division. 

LCpl Adam W. Kaiser, 19, died De-
cember 1 when an improvised explosive 
device detonated at a patrol base out-
side Fallujah. He was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Twentynine 
Palms, CA. During Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, his unit was attached to the 
2nd Marine Division. 

LCpl Robert A. Martinez, 20, died De-
cember 1 when an improvised explosive 
device detonated at a patrol base out-
side Fallujah. He was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Twentynine 
Palms, CA. During Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, his unit was attached to the 
2nd Marine Division. 

Cpl Anthony T. McElveen, 20, died 
December 1 when an improvised explo-
sive device detonated at a patrol base 
outside Fallujah. He was assigned to 
the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regi-
ment, 1st Marine Division, Twentynine 
Palms, CA. During Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, his unit was attached to the 
2nd Marine Division. 

LCpl Scott T. Modeen, 24, died De-
cember 1 when an improvised explosive 
device detonated at a patrol base out-
side Fallujah. He was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Twentynine 
Palms, CA. During Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, his unit was attached to the 
2nd Marine Division. 

LCpl Andrew G. Patten, 19, died De-
cember 1 when an improvised explosive 
device detonated at a patrol base out-
side Fallujah. He was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Twentynine 
Palms, CA. During Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, his unit was attached to the 
2nd Marine Division. 

Sgt Andy A. Stevens, 29, died Decem-
ber 1 when an improvised explosive de-

vice detonated at a patrol base outside 
Fallujah. He was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, Twentynine Palms, 
CA. During Operation Iraqi Freedom 
his unit was attached to the 2nd Ma-
rine Division. 

LCpl Craig N. Watson, 21, died De-
cember 1 when an improvised explosive 
device detonated at a patrol base out-
side Fallujah. He was assigned to the 
2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 
1st Marine Division, Twentynine 
Palms, CA. During Operation Iraqi 
Freedom, his unit was attached to the 
2nd Marine Division. 

Cpl Joseph P. Bier, 22, died December 
7 from an improvised explosive device 
while conducting combat operations 
against enemy forces in Ar Ramadi. He 
was assigned to 3rd Battalion, 7th Ma-
rine Regiment, 1st Marine Division, 
Twentynine Palms, CA. During Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom, his unit was at-
tached to the 2nd Marine Division. 

Sgt Adrian N. Orosco, 26, died Decem-
ber 9 in Baghdad when a vehicle-borne 
improvised explosive device detonated 
near his dismounted position during 
combat operations. He was assigned to 
the 1st Squadron, 11th Armored Cav-
alry Regiment, Fort Irwin, CA. He was 
from Corcoran, CA. 

Mr. President, 508 soldiers who were 
either from California or based in Cali-
fornia have been killed while serving 
our country in Iraq. I pray for these 
young Americans and their families. 

I would also like to pay tribute to 
the one soldier from California who has 
died while serving our country in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom since Novem-
ber 10. 

SPC Matthew P. Steyart, 21, died No-
vember 22 in Shah Wali Kot, Afghani-
stan when an improvised explosive de-
vice detonated near his HMMWV dur-
ing patrol operations. He was assigned 
to the 1st Battalion, 508th Infantry 
Regiment, Vicenza, Italy. He was from 
Mount Shasta, CA. 

Mr. President, 35 soldiers who were 
either from California or based in Cali-
fornia have been killed while serving 
our country in Operation Enduring 
Freedom. I pray for these Americans 
and their families. 

f 

VIOLENCE AND REPRESSION IN 
ETHIOPIA 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, on May 
15, 2005, Ethiopia held the first open, 
multiparty, democratic elections in its 
3,000-year history. It was an important 
milestone that gave the people of that 
country a sense of national pride and 
hope. Unfortunately, the elation that 
was so evident on election day was 
short lived. International observers 
cited serious vote counting irregular-
ities and flaws in the electoral process. 

Nearly 25 million Ethiopians—90 per-
cent of eligible voters—went to the 
polls, and early counts indicated strong 
support for the opposition. As it be-
came clear that the ruling party was in 
danger of losing its grip on power, the 
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Government stopped the vote counting 
in a blatant move to manipulate the 
results. Accusations of vote rigging 
forced the National Electoral Board of 
Ethiopia, NEBE, to delay the release of 
the official results. 

The controversy led to protests in 
Addis Ababa, the Oromiya regions, and 
other provinces. On June 8, in response 
to protesters challenging the provi-
sional results of the elections, Ethio-
pian security forces are accused of 
shooting at least 40 protestors, killing 
26, temporarily detaining over 500 stu-
dent protestors and arresting at least 
50 people. Ethiopia’s main opposition 
political party, the Coalition for Unity 
and Democracy Party, CUDP, refused 
to take its seats in Parliament in pro-
test of the election results. Just re-
cently, 50 members of the CUDP took 
their seats in Parliament, but there is 
some concern that they were pressured 
into doing so. 

Last month, the situation in Ethi-
opia took a further turn for the worse. 
On November 1, following street dem-
onstrations that erupted into 4 days of 
violence when police started shooting, 
at least 46 protesters were killed in 
Addis Ababa and other towns, and some 
4,000 were arrested. There have been 
numerous reports of widespread arbi-
trary detention, beatings, torture, dis-
appearances, and the use of excessive 
force by police and soldiers against 
anyone suspected of supporting the 
CUDP detainees. 

The detainees include distinguished 
Ethiopian patriots such as Hailu 
Shawel, president of the CUDP; Pro-
fessor Mesfin Woldemariam, former 
chair of the Ethiopian Human Rights 
Council; Dr. Yacob Hailemariam, a 
former U.N. Special Envoy and former 
prosecutor at the International Crimi-
nal Tribunal for Rwanda; Ms. Birtukan 
Mideksa, CUDP vice president and a 
former judge; and Dr. Berhanu Negga, 
the recently elected mayor of Addis 
Ababa and university professor of eco-
nomics. 

Today, the entire senior leadership of 
the CUDP is reportedly in jail and has 
been held incommunicado in harsh con-
ditions, without access to their fami-
lies or legal representatives. Amnesty 
International considers these individ-
uals to be prisoners of conscience who 
have neither used nor advocated vio-
lence. The government of Prime Min-
ister Meles Zenawi is seeking to charge 
them with treason, a capital offense, 
for the ‘‘crime’’ of urging their sup-
porters to engage in peaceful protest 
on their behalf. CUDP leaders are 
scheduled to appear in court today, 
presumably to be officially charged 
with treason. 

Journalists and members of the 
media have also been jailed. According 
to the Committee to Protect Journal-
ists, Ethiopian authorities have pre-
vented most private newspapers from 
publishing, arrested or harassed local 
journalists and their family members, 
and threatened to charge journalists 
with treason. Thirteen journalists have 

been detained since last month’s 
antigovernment protests, including 
two more who were just arrested this 
week. 

It is particularly disturbing, when 
one considers these events, that since 
1991, the government of Prime Minister 
Meles has received billions of dollars in 
foreign aid, including to strengthen 
democratic institutions and the rule of 
law in his country. Recently, the Euro-
pean Union suspended its aid to Prime 
Minister Meles’ government and is 
seeking ways to channel it to the Ethi-
opian people through private voluntary 
organizations. 

Last month, thousands of Ethiopians 
and their supporters in this country 
came to Washington to protest the vio-
lence and repression by the Meles gov-
ernment and to urge the Bush adminis-
tration to help establish real democ-
racy and the rule of law in Ethiopia. 
Ethiopia has been an ally of the United 
States in combating international ter-
rorism, yet it is using similar tactics 
against its own people. 

Over the past several years, Ethiopia 
has made progress in both political re-
form and economic development. But 
that progress has been overshadowed 
by the tragic events of the past 6 
months. The Government’s heavy- 
handed tactics to steal the election and 
persecute those who sought to play by 
the rules of democracy, should be uni-
versally condemned. 

The Bush administration should 
make clear to Prime Minister Meles 
that if his government does not abide 
by the basic principles of democracy, 
due process and respect for human 
rights, including an end to the use of 
random searches, beatings, mass ar-
rests and lethal force against peaceful 
protesters, and if political detainees 
are not released, that we will join with 
the European Union and suspend our 
aid to his government, including our 
support for financing from the World 
Bank and the African Development 
Bank other than for basic human 
needs. There should be severe con-
sequences for such a flagrant subver-
sion of the will of the Ethiopian people. 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ENHANCEMENT ACT OF 2005 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would add new 
categories to current hate crimes law, 
sending a signal that violence of any 
kind is unacceptable in our society. 
Likewise, each Congress I have come to 
the floor to highlight a separate hate 
crime that has occurred in our coun-
try. 

On January 30, 1999, a 23-year-old dis-
abled man was lured into an apartment 
in Keansburg, NJ. He was than sub-
jected to three hours of torture at the 
hands of nine men and women. Accord-
ing to police, the abusers knew the 
man from their neighborhood, and ridi-

culed him constantly because of his 
disability. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. The Local Law Enforcement 
Enhancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well. 

f 

CAREGIVERS 
Mr. OBAMA. Mr. President, across 

the country there are more than 6 mil-
lion children living in households head-
ed by a grandparent or other relative. 
Regardless of the reason children enter 
relative—care the death of a parent, 
neglect, abuse, military deployment, or 
poverty—it is never, ever the fault of 
the child. I commend grandparents and 
other relatives who step forward to 
care for these children, keeping the 
children out of foster care while pro-
viding safe, stable homes, often at 
great personal sacrifice. 

In my state of Illinois, 9 percent of 
the children live with nonparent rel-
atives. Grandparents and other relative 
caregivers often provide the best 
chance for a loving and stable child-
hood for the children in their care, but 
their hard work and dedication often 
goes unnoticed. Today I offer my for-
mal acknowledgement and deepest ap-
preciation for the ongoing service of 
these caregivers to our country and our 
Nation’s most valuable asset—our chil-
dren. 

There are still far too many barriers 
preventing grandparent- and other rel-
ative-caregivers from accessing the 
services they need. For example, even 
though grandparent-caregivers are eli-
gible for many housing programs 
through the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, HUD officials 
on the ground often unwittingly ex-
clude grandparents from accessing 
housing because of confusion over the 
relevant laws. For this reason, I re-
cently worked with my colleague Sen-
ator STABENOW to obtain $4 million in 
new funding for grandparent-caregiver 
housing demonstration projects. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to 
improve access to services for 
grandparent- and other relative-headed 
households. My grandparents played a 
central role in my upbringing, and 
without them I would not be standing 
before you today. I am certain that the 
same can be said of thousands of chil-
dren and adults in Illinois and across 
the country. It is time that we recog-
nize the contributions of these worthy 
relative-caregivers, and grant them the 
access to Federal services that they de-
serve. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF SUSAN BODINE 
Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today, I 

am releasing the hold I placed on the 
nomination of Susan Bodine for Assist-
ant Administrator, Office of Solid 
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