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S. CON. RES. 70 

Whereas Russian Federation President 
Putin has stated that ‘‘modern Russia’s 
greatest achievement is the democratic proc-
ess (and) the achievements of our civil soci-
ety’’; 

Whereas the unobstructed establishment 
and free and autonomous operations and ac-
tivities of nongovernmental organizations 
and a robust civil society free from excessive 
government control are central and indispen-
sable elements of a democratic society; 

Whereas the free and autonomous oper-
ations of nongovernmental organizations in 
any society necessarily encompass activi-
ties, including political activities, that may 
be contrary to government policies; 

Whereas domestic, international, and for-
eign nongovernmental organizations are cru-
cial in assisting the Russian Federation and 
the Russian people in tackling the many 
challenges they face, including in such areas 
as education, infectious diseases, and the es-
tablishment of a flourishing democracy; 

Whereas the Government of the Russian 
Federation has proposed legislation that 
would have the effect of severely restricting 
the establishment, operations, and activities 
of domestic, international, and foreign non-
governmental organizations in the Russian 
Federation, including erecting unprece-
dented barriers to foreign assistance; 

Whereas the State Duma of the Russian 
Federation is considering the first draft of 
such legislation; 

Whereas the restrictions in the first draft 
of this legislation would impose disabling re-
straints on the establishment, operations, 
and activities of nongovernmental organiza-
tions and on civil society throughout the 
Russian Federation, regardless of the stated 
intent of the Government of the Russian 
Federation; 

Whereas the stated concerns of the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation regarding 
the use of nongovernmental organizations by 
foreign interests and intelligence agencies to 
undermine the Government of the Russian 
Federation and the security of the Russian 
Federation as a whole can be fully addressed 
without imposing disabling restraints on 
nongovernmental organizations and on civil 
society; 

Whereas there is active debate underway in 
the Russian Federation over concerns re-
garding such restrictions on nongovern-
mental organizations; 

Whereas the State Duma and the Federa-
tion Council of the Federal Assembly play a 
central role in the system of checks and bal-
ances that are prerequisites for a democracy; 

Whereas the first draft of the proposed leg-
islation has already passed its first reading 
in the State Duma; 

Whereas President Putin has indicated his 
desire for changes in the first draft that 
would ‘‘correspond more closely to the prin-
ciples according to which civil society func-
tions’’; and 

Whereas Russia’s destiny and the interests 
of her people lie in her assumption of her 
rightful place as a full and equal member of 
the international community of democ-
racies: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) urges the Government of the Russian 
Federation to withdraw the first draft of the 
proposed legislation that would have the ef-
fect of severely restricting the establish-
ment, operations, and activities of domestic, 
international, and foreign nongovernmental 
organizations in the Russian Federation, or 
to modify the proposed legislation to en-
tirely remove these restrictions; and 

(2) in the event that the first draft of the 
proposed legislation is not withdrawn, urges 

the State Duma and the Federation Council 
of the Federal Assembly to modify the legis-
lation to ensure the unobstructed establish-
ment and free and autonomous operations 
and activities of such nongovernmental orga-
nizations in accordance with the practices 
universally adopted by democracies, includ-
ing the provisions regarding foreign assist-
ance. 

f 

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 71—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF CONGRESS THAT 
STATES SHOULD REQUIRE CAN-
DIDATES FOR DRIVER’S LI-
CENSES TO DEMONSTRATE AN 
ABILITY TO EXERCISE GREATLY 
INCREASED CAUTION WHEN 
DRIVING IN THE PROXIMITY OF 
A POTENTIALLY VISUALLY IM-
PAIRED INDIVIDUAL 
Mr. AKAKA (for himself, Mr. INOUYE, 

and Mr. SALAZAR) submitted the fol-
lowing concurrent resolution; which 
was referred to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation: 

S. CON. RES. 71 

Whereas many people in the United States 
who are blind or otherwise visually impaired 
have the ability to travel throughout their 
communities without assistance; 

Whereas visually impaired individuals en-
counter hazards that a pedestrian with aver-
age vision could easily avoid, many of which 
involve crossing streets and roadways; 

Whereas the white cane and guide dog 
should be generally recognized as aids to mo-
bility for visually impaired individuals; 

Whereas many States do not require can-
didates for driver’s licenses to associate the 
use of the white cane or guide dog with po-
tentially visually impaired individuals; and 

Whereas visually impaired individuals 
have had their white canes and guide dogs 
run over by motor vehicles, have been struck 
by the side view mirrors of motor vehicles, 
and have suffered serious personal injury and 
death as the result of being hit by motor ve-
hicles: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that each State should require 
any candidate for a driver’s license in such 
State to demonstrate, as a condition of ob-
taining a driver’s license, an ability to asso-
ciate the use of the white cane and guide dog 
with visually impaired individuals and to ex-
ercise greatly increased caution when driv-
ing in proximity to a potentially visually 
impaired individual. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2677. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. STE-
VENS) proposed an amendment to the bill S. 
1390, to reauthorize the Coral Reef Conserva-
tion Act of 2000, and for other purposes. 

SA 2678. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. STE-
VENS) proposed an amendment to the bill S. 
1390, supra. 

SA 2679. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. AKAKA) 
proposed an amendment to the concurrent 
resolution H. Con. Res. 218, recognizing the 
centennial of sustained immigration from 
the Philippines to the United States and ac-
knowledging the contributions of our Fili-
pino-American community to our country 
over the last century. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 2677. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 

STEVENS) proposed an amendment to 

the bill S. 1390, to reauthorize the 
Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000, 
and for other purposes; as follows: 

On page 3, beginning in line 24, strike ‘‘im-
pacts or other physical damage to coral 
reefs, including’’ and insert ‘‘impacts, dere-
lict fishing gear, vessel anchors and anchor 
chains, or’’. 

SA 2678. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
STEVENS) proposed an amendment to 
the bill S. 1390, to reauthorize the 
Coral Reef Conservation Act of 2000, 
and for other purposes; as follows: 

On page 4, strike lines 14 through 19, and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(2) leverage resources of other agencies.’’. 

SA 2679. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Mr. 
AKAKA) proposed an amendment to the 
concurrent resolution H. Con. Res. 218, 
recognizing the centennial of sustained 
immigration from the Philippines to 
the United States and acknowledging 
the contributions of our Filipino-Amer-
ican community to our country over 
the last century; as follows: 

Beginning in page 4, line 8, strike ‘‘re-
quests that the President issue a proclama-
tion calling on’’ and insert ‘‘urges’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
on Thursday, December 15, 2005, at 10 
a.m. on pending committee business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet on Thursday, December 15, 2005, 
at 10 a.m., for a hearing titled, ‘‘Hurri-
cane Katrina: Who’s In Charge of the 
New Orleans Levees?’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affaris be authorized to hold 
an off-the-floor markup during the ses-
sion on Thursday, December 15, 2005, to 
consider the nominations of George W. 
Foresman to be Under Secretary for 
Preparedness, U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security, and Mary M. Rose 
to be Member, Merit Systems Protec-
tion Board. 

Agenda 

Nominations 

(1) George W. Foresman to be Under 
Secretary for Preparedness, U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

(2) Mary M. Rose to be Member, 
Merit Systems Protection Board. 
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Post Office Naming Bills 

(1) S. 1445, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 520 Colorado Avenue in Arriba, 
CO, as the ‘‘William H. Emery Post Of-
fice.’’ 

(2) S. 1792/H.R. 3770, a bill to des-
ignate the facility of the U.S. Postal 
Service located at 205 West Washington 
Street in Knox, IN, as the ‘‘Grant W. 
Green Post Office Building.’’ 

(3) S. 1820, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 6110 East 51st Place in Tulsa, 
OK, as the ‘‘Dewey F. Bartlett Post Of-
fice.’’ 

(4) S. 2036, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 320 High Street in Clinton, 
MA, as the ‘‘Raymond J. Salmon Post 
Office.’’ 

(5) S. 2064, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 122 South Bill Street in 
Francesville, IN, as the ‘‘Malcolm Mel-
ville ‘Mac’ Lawrence Post Office.’’ 

(6) S. 2089, a bill to designate the fa-
cility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 1271 North King Street in Hon-
olulu, Oahu, HA, as the ‘‘Hiram L. 
Fong Post Office Building.’’ 

(7) H.R. 2113, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 2000 McDonough Street in Jo-
liet, IL, as the ‘‘John F. Whiteside Jo-
liet Post Office Building.’’ 

(8) H.R. 2346, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 105 NW Railroad Avenue in 
Hammond, LA, as the ‘‘John J. 
Hainkel, Jr. Post Office Building.’’ 

(9) H.R. 2413, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 1202 1st Street in Humble, TX, 
as the ‘‘Lillian McKay Post Office 
Building.’’ 

(10) H.R. 2630, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 1927 Sangamon Avenue in 
Springfield, IL, as the ‘‘J.M. Dietrich 
Northeast Annex.’’ 

(11) H.R. 2894, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 102 South Walters Avenue in 
Hodgenville, KY, as the ‘‘Abraham Lin-
coln Birthplace Post Office Building.’’ 

(12) H.R. 3256, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 3038 West Liberty Avenue in 
Pittsburgh, PA, as the ‘‘Congressman 
James Grove Fulton Memorial Post Of-
fice Building.’’ 

(13) H.R. 3368, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 6483 Lincoln Street in 
Gagetown, MI, as the ‘‘Gagetown Vet-
erans Memorial Post Office.’’ 

(14) H.R. 3439, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 201 North 3rd Street in Smith-
field, NC, as the ‘‘Ava Gardner Post Of-
fice.’’ 

(15) H.R. 3548, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated on Franklin Avenue in Pearl 
River, NY, as the ‘‘Heinz Ahlmeyer, Jr. 
Post Office Building.’’ 

(16) H.R. 3703, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-

cated at 8501 Philatelic Drive in Spring 
Hill, FL, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Mi-
chael Schafer Post Office.’’ 

(17) H.R. 3825, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 770 Trumbull Drive in Pitts-
burgh, PA, the ‘‘Clayton J. Smith Me-
morial Post Office.’’ 

(18) H.R. 3830, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 130 East Marion Avenue in 
Punta Gorda, FL, as the ‘‘U.S. Cleve-
land Post Office Building.’’ 

(19) H.R. 4053, a bill to designate the 
facility of the U.S. Postal Service lo-
cated at 545 North Rimsdale Avenue in 
Covina, CA, as the ‘‘Lillian Kinkella 
Keil Post Office.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent at the Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on December 15, 2005, at 2:30 p.m., to 
hold a closed meeting. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that privilege of 
the floor be granted to Katie Winthrop, 
a detailee from the Bureau of Land 
Management serving on my staff, for 
the remainder of this session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RELATIVE TO THE DEATH OF 
FORMER SENATOR WILLIAM 
PROXMIRE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 334, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 334) relative to the 

death of William Proxmire, former United 
States Senator from the State of Wisconsin. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FRIST. It is with deep sadness 
that I note the passing of the distin-
guished public servant, Wisconsin’s 
own William Proxmire. 

William Proxmire was a man of 
fierce iconoclasm, robust physical en-
ergy, and strong moral fiber. During 
his 32 years of service in the Senate, he 
proved himself a friend to consumers 
everywhere and a steadfast enemy of 
Government wastefulness. 

Born in Lake Forest, IL, as Edward 
William Proxmire, Senator Proxmire 
dropped his given first name as a youth 
to emulate his childhood hero, the cow-
boy William Hart. 

Following an education at Yale and 
Harvard Universities, he returned to 

the Midwest where he worked as a 
newspaper reporter, a farm implement 
dealer, a printer, and a radio an-
nouncer. He won a seat in the Wis-
consin State Assembly in 1950, followed 
by three unsuccessful attempts to be-
come Governor. Finally, in a special 
election, he won a seat in the U.S. Sen-
ate. 

Senator Proxmire was an arch oppo-
nent of profligate spending. Every 
month, he would name his Golden 
Fleece Award to the latest boondoggle 
on the Government books. He uncov-
ered Government efforts to subsidize 
surfing, study the body shapes of fe-
male airline flight attendants, and in-
vestigate the mechanics of why people 
fall in love. 

In 22 years, he never missed a single 
vote, setting the record which stands 
to this day for having cast the most 
consecutive rollcall votes in the Sen-
ate. 

Between 1967 and 1986, the Senator 
came to the floor each day to call upon 
his colleagues to ratify the Convention 
for the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide. Finally, in 1986, 
after years of tenacious advocacy, the 
Senate acted and approved the conven-
tion. 

Senator Proxmire became so popular 
with the people of Wisconsin that the 
last two times he stood for elections, 
he refused to accept any campaign con-
tributions. Aside from filing fees, his 
main campaign expenses, the Wash-
ington Post reported, ended up being 
envelopes—for returning contributions 
that citizens sent in anyway. 

Even as he aged, he stood by a sturdy 
regime of clean living: 100 pushups 
after waking up, long daily runs, a 
healthy diet, and early bedtimes. 

Senator Proxmire was proud of the 
liberal, progressive politics he learned 
growing up in Wisconsin. But he also 
clung to a steadfast desire to protect 
the American taxpayer. His chaperone 
eagle eye on the Government budget 
earned him the admiration of many on 
the political right. Even today, he re-
mains a hero to many in the tax reform 
movement. 

William Proxmire proved himself an 
able public servant to the people of 
Wisconsin, the American taxpayer, 
and, indeed, the American public at 
large. 

On behalf of my colleagues, I extend 
my deepest sympathies to the Sen-
ator’s wife Ellen and the entire Prox-
mire family. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be 
agreed to, the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, and that any state-
ments related thereto be printed in the 
RECORD, without intervening action or 
debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 334) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
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