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privileged report (Rept. No. 109–328) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 583) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 4340) 
to implement the United States-Bah-
rain Free Trade Agreement, which was 
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed. 

f 

NOTIFICATION TO THE SENATE 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I offer a privileged resolution 
(H. Res. 581) and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 581 

Resolved, That the Senate be informed that 
Karen L. Haas, a citizen of the State of 
Maryland, has been elected Clerk of the 
House of Representatives of the One Hundred 
Ninth Congress. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

AUTHORIZING THE CLERK TO IN-
FORM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF THE ELEC-
TION OF THE CLERK OF THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr. 
Speaker, I offer a privileged resolution 
(H. Res. 582) and ask for its immediate 
consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 582 

Resolved, That the Clerk be instructed to 
inform the President of the United States 
that the House of Representatives has elect-
ed Karen L. Haas, a citizen of the State of 
Maryland, Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives of the One Hundred Ninth Congress. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 4312 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous 
consent that my name be removed as a 
cosponsor of H.R. 4312. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISCUSSION OF SITUATION IN 
IRAQ 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I am very proud to associate 
myself with the reasonable presen-
tation and offering of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. MURTHA), who 
has allowed this Nation to debate a 
very important issue of redeploying 
our troops. 

Mr. Speaker, as I join him in his ex-
cellent leadership, I would offer to my 

colleagues the thought of engaging 
American diplomacy and providing an 
international coalition to provide the 
support and security for Iraq, to con-
vene a summit of Arab nations to en-
sure that our Arab allies are involved 
in the security of Iraq, to stop the re-
deployment of American troops for 
multiple tours of duty, to have the al-
location of resources and attention to 
cover the 15,000 injured soldiers and 
proceed for their medical and edu-
cational services, and to establish a 
special memorial for those who have 
come home from Iraq and those who 
have lost their lives on the frontlines 
of Iraq, and then to provide this Nation 
with a comprehensive exit strategy to 
redeploy our troops. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday I stood with 
disabled veterans in Houston. They 
join me in this request. I look forward 
to this debate. 

f 

b 1930 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CULBERSON). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and 
under a previous order of the House, 
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

GUN VIOLENCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MCCAR-
THY) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, to-
morrow is December 7. Many people re-
member it as Pearl Harbor Day. I re-
member it as the day that I lost my 
husband and my son was hurt. The 
members of our community will always 
remember the Long Island Massacre. It 
is at that point in my life that I de-
cided to devote it to try to reduce gun 
violence in this country. 

On November 29, we lost Dillon Stew-
art to gun violence. Dillon Stewart was 
a New York City police officer and a 
constituent of mine. He was killed in 
the line of duty by a convicted crimi-
nal with a stolen gun that had been 
used in another crime earlier this year. 
This gun was stolen from Florida, a 
State with much weaker gun laws than 
New York. While Congress no longer al-
lows the ATF to disclose data gathered 
when tracing weapons used in crimes, 
older data reveals most guns used in 
crimes in New York come from out of 
State dealers. I agree with my Repub-
lican mayor of New York when he says 
we need to pass tougher Federal gun 
laws. 

But while more and more police offi-
cers are killed by gun violence, Con-
gress seems intent on making their 
jobs more difficult. For a variety of 
reasons, our Nation’s police depart-
ments are understaffed and over-
worked. For example, New York City is 
losing 1,000 police officers per year. The 
State of Ohio has the same amount of 

State troopers that it did in 1970. Or-
egon has let go 20 percent of its State 
troopers. Part of the problem is that 
State and local government budget 
cuts have caused many departments to 
lay off police officers. And many police 
officers are also reservists in our armed 
services. Since September 11, 2001, over 
4,000 police officers have been called to 
service in Iraq and Afghanistan. And to 
make matters worse, the COPS pro-
gram that has helped put well over 
100,000 police officers on the street is 
cut nearly every year. 

Our police officers are working 
longer hours with more responsibility, 
but what have we in Congress done? 
Congress has let the assault weapons 
ban expire, allowing street gangs and 
other criminals to legally buy cheaper 
and more lethal weapons. Congress has 
given the gun industry unprecedented 
immunity from liability lawsuits. Con-
gress will not allow the Centers for 
Disease Control to reveal how much 
gun violence costs our health care sys-
tem every single year. Congress will 
not even ban the sale of guns to indi-
viduals on terrorist watch lists. And we 
have done nothing to fix the hole in the 
national instant background check sys-
tem that allows many convicted felons 
to buy guns with no questions asked. In 
half of our States, less than 60 percent 
of felons are entered into NICS data-
bases. This has resulted in thousands of 
convicted felons being able to walk 
into a gun store and make a purchase. 
Many honest gun sellers may be selling 
guns to murderers, rapists or even ter-
rorists with no way of knowing. The 
system put in place to protect us is 
failing and police officers are being 
forced to work even harder. 

I have introduced legislation, the 
NICS Improvement and Enforcement 
Act, to stop felons from buying guns. 
The NICS database is only as good as 
the information that the States pro-
vide, so my bill would require that 
States enter all disqualifying informa-
tion into the NICS system. And since 
so many of our States are experiencing 
budget problems, my bill would give 
grants to States to ensure they com-
ply. This legislation would prevent gun 
violence without infringing on second 
amendment rights. This bill passed the 
House in 2002 via voice vote, but time 
ran out in the 107th Congress before the 
other body could consider the matter. 
But the bill had the support of several 
Members of Congress who are well 
known for their support of gun rights. 

Mr. Speaker, our police officers are 
already overburdened. With a simple 
voice vote, we can help them out by 
making sure felons aren’t able to buy 
guns. We owe it to Dillon Stewart and 
the rest of the brave men and women 
who have lost their lives protecting 
their communities. 

Let’s bring up H.R. 1415 and pass it as 
quickly as possible. This bill will save 
lives and relieve the already heavy bur-
den placed on our police officers. I urge 
my colleagues on the other side of the 
aisle to listen to their fellow Repub-
lican, Mayor Bloomberg, and start 
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