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December 1, 1955, inspired a movement 
that eventually brought about laws to 
end segregation, ensure voting rights, 
end discrimination in housing, and cre-
ate a greater equality throughout this 
nation. Moreover, it taught us all that 
one individual can help to change the 
world from the way things are to the 
way things ought to be. With the pas-
sage of this legislation, we ensure that 
her memory is enshrined in the most 
hallowed halls of our Government. On 
November 3, 2005, I introduced S. 1959, 
the companion legislation to Rep-
resentative JACKSON’s H.R. 4145, which 
would also place a statue of Rosa Parks 
in Statuary Hall in the Capitol. This is 
a location of great significance, par-
ticularly on this occasion and particu-
larly with this individual. While there 
are memorials for prominent African 
Americans in the Capitol Collection, 
none of those are located in the hall 
that gives a State-by-State account of 
our country’s history. 

This week, Representative JACKSON 
and I began a national week of action 
to pass our legislation honoring Rosa 
Parks with a statue in National Stat-
uary Hall. I thank Representative 
JACKSON for his leadership on this im-
portant effort. It was through his vi-
sion and dedication that we were able 
to reach our goal of having this legisla-
tion pass Congress by December 1, 
2005—the 50th anniversary of Rosa 
Parks’ courageous decision not to 
move to the back of the bus. I also 
thank Senators MCCONNELL and DODD 
for helping to make that happen. It 
could not have been enacted without 
their support. 

Finally, I thank Senator OBAMA, Sen-
ator SMITH and my other Senate col-
leagues who cosponsored S. 1959 for 
their support in raising the awareness 
and helping to ensure the passage of 
this legislation. Mrs. Parks’ legacy, 
and that of the movement she began, 
has been served well by this bipartisan 
effort to honor her in Statuary Hall. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statement relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD, 
without intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 4145) was read the third 
time and passed. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE 
ON TRIAL, SENTENCING AND IM-
PRISONMENT OF MICHAEL 
KHODORKOVSKY AND PLATON 
LEBEDEV 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 322 submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 322) expressing the 
sense of the Senate on the trial, sentencing 
and imprisonment of Michael Khodorkovsky 
and Platon Lebedev. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
thereto be printed in the RECORD, with-
out intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 322) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 322 

Whereas the United States supports the de-
velopment of democracy, civil society, and 
the rule of law in the Russian Federation; 

Whereas the rule of law and the guarantee 
of equal justice under the law are funda-
mental attributes of democratic societies; 

Whereas the trial, sentencing, and impris-
onment of Mikhail Khodorkovsky and 
Platon Lebedev have raised troubling ques-
tions about the impartiality and integrity of 
the judicial system in Russia; 

Whereas the Department of State 2004 
Country Report on Human Rights Practices 
in Russia stated that the arrest of Mr. 
Khodorkovsky was ‘‘widely believed to have 
been prompted, at least in part, by the con-
siderable financial support he provided to op-
position groups;’’ 

Whereas Secretary of State Condoleezza 
Rice has remarked that the arrest of Mr. 
Khodorkovsky and the dismantling of his 
company have ‘‘raised significant concerns’’ 
about the independence of the judiciary in 
Russia; 

Whereas the independent non-govern-
mental organization Freedom House has as-
serted that the conviction of Mr. 
Khodorkovsky ‘‘underscores the serious ero-
sion of the rule of law and growing intoler-
ance for political dissent in Russia’’; 

Whereas upon concluding an investigation 
of the facts surrounding the case of Mr. 
Khodorkovsky and Mr. Lebedev, the Human 
Rights Committee of the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe determined 
that the two men were ‘‘arbitrarily singled 
out’’ by the Russia authorities, violating the 
principle of equality before the law; 

Whereas in May 2005, a Moscow court sen-
tenced Mr. Khodorkovsky to serve 9 years in 
prison; 

Whereas Article 73 of the Russian Criminal 
Penitentiary Code stipulates that except 
under extraordinary circumstances, pris-
oners serve their terms of deprivation of lib-
erty on the territory of subjects of the Rus-
sian Federation where they reside or were 
convicted; 

Whereas on or about October 16, 2005, Mr. 
Khodorkovsky was sent to prison camp YG 
14/10 in the Chita Region of Siberia; 

Whereas on or about October 16, 2005, Mr. 
Lebedev was sent to penal camp number 98/ 
3 in the arctic region of Yamal-Nenets; 

Whereas the transfer of Mr. Khodorkovsky 
and Mr. Lebedev constitutes an apparent vio-
lation of Russia law and hearkens back to 
the worst practices and excesses of the So-
viet era; 

Whereas a broad coalition of human rights 
advocates and intellectuals in Russia have 
appealed to Vladimir Lukin, the Human 
Rights Commissioner of the Russian Federa-
tion, to investigate and rectify any abuse of 

Russia law associated with the transfer of 
Mr. Khodorkovsky and Mr. Lebedev; and 

Whereas the selective disregard for the 
rule of law by officials of the Russian Fed-
eration further undermines the standing and 
status of the Russian Federation among the 
democratic nations of the world: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that— 

(1) the criminal justice system in Russia 
has not accorded Mikhail Khodorkovsky and 
Platon Lebedev fair, transparent, and impar-
tial treatment under the laws of the Russian 
Federation; 

(2) the standing and status of the Russian 
Federation among the democratic nations of 
the world would be greatly enhanced if the 
authorities of the Russian Federation were 
to take the necessary actions to dispel wide-
spread concerns that— 

(A) the criminal cases against Mr. 
Khodorkovsky, Mr. Lebedev, and their asso-
ciates are politically motivated; 

(B) the transfer of Mr. Khodorkovsky and 
Mr. Lebedev to prison camps thousands of 
kilometers from their homes and families 
represents a violation of the norms and prac-
tices of Russia law; and 

(C) in cases dealing with perceived polit-
ical threats to the authorities, the judiciary 
of Russia is an instrument of the Kremlin 
and such judiciary is not truly independent; 
and 

(3) notwithstanding any other disposition 
of the cases of Mr. Khodorkovsky and Mr. 
Lebedev, and without prejudice to further 
disposition of same, Mr. Khodorkovsky and 
Mr. Lebedev should be transferred to penal 
facilities with locations that are consonant 
with the norms and general practices of Rus-
sia law. 

f 

EXPRESSING SENSE OF SENATE 
THAT UNITED NATIONS AND 
OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANI-
ZATIONS NOT BE ALLOWED TO 
EXERCISE CONTROL OVER 
INTERNET 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the consideration of 
S. Res. 323, which was submitted ear-
lier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 323) expressing the 

sense of the Senate that the United Nations 
and other international organizations should 
not be allowed to exercise control over the 
Internet. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 323) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 

reads as follows: 
S. RES. 323 

Whereas market-based policies and private 
sector leadership have given the Internet the 
flexibility to evolve; 

Whereas given the importance of the Inter-
net to the global economy, it is essential 
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