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may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous matter 
on H.R. 1691. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Indiana? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ROSA PARKS FEDERAL BUILDING 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the Senate 
bill (S. 1285) to designate the Federal 
building located at 333 Mt. Elliott 
Street in Detroit, Michigan, as the 
‘‘Rosa Parks Federal Building’’. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
S. 1285 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF ROSA PARKS FED-

ERAL BUILDING. 
The Federal building located at 333 Mt. El-

liott Street in Detroit, Michigan, shall be 
known and designated as the ‘‘Rosa Parks 
Federal Building’’. 
SEC. 2. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the Federal building re-
ferred to in section 1 shall be deemed to be 
a reference to the ‘‘Rosa Parks Federal 
Building’’. 
SEC. 3. DESIGNATION OF WILLIAM B. BRYANT 

ANNEX. 
The annex, located on the 200 block of 3rd 

Street Northwest in the District of Colum-
bia, to the E. Barrett Prettyman Federal 
Building and United States Courthouse lo-
cated at Constitution Avenue Northwest in 
the District of Columbia shall be known and 
designated as the ‘‘William B. Bryant 
Annex’’. 
SEC. 4. REFERENCES. 

Any reference in a law, map, regulation, 
document, paper, or other record of the 
United States to the annex referred to in sec-
tion 3 shall be deemed to be a reference to 
the ‘‘William B. Bryant Annex’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT) and the gen-
tlewoman from the District of Colum-
bia (Ms. NORTON) each will control 20 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. DENT). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on S. 1285. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
S. 1285 honors two Americans by des-

ignating buildings in their honor. This 
bill designates the Federal building lo-
cated at 333 Mt. Elliott Street, Detroit, 
Michigan, as the ‘‘Rosa Parks Federal 
Building,’’ and the annex of the E. Bar-
rett Prettyman Federal Building and 
Courthouse located in the District of 
Columbia as the ‘‘William B. Bryant 
Annex.’’ 

Last week, the House passed H.R. 
2967, which would have named the 
building in Detroit after Rosa Parks. 
We are back here today because the 
Senate amended their version of this 
bill to include the designation in honor 
of Judge William Bryant. 

Rosa Parks has been eulogized and 
honored by many people who knew her 
better than I, but I would like to take 
this opportunity to express my condo-
lences to those who knew her and 
praise her to those that will hopefully 
follow her example. 

Rosa Parks is well known for a sim-
ple, yet historic, act of defiance. To 
paraphrase something the Mayor of De-
troit said at a service in her honor, 
‘‘She stood for what was right, by sit-
ting down.’’ This act inspired further 
acts of civil disobedience and earned 
her the title of the ‘‘mother of the civil 
rights movement.’’ 

Hers is an example that we should 
commend to our children and our 
grandchildren, an example of fortitude 
and resolution to do what is right, even 
when it meant great risk to her per-
sonal safety. She is truly deserving of 
this honor we are bestowing today. 

We are also here to honor Judge Wil-
liam B. Bryant, a Federal judge in the 
U.S. District Court for the District of 
Columbia. Judge Bryant was the first 
African American to be named Chief 
Judge of the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia. 

Though born in Alabama, William 
Bryant moved with his family to Wash-
ington, D.C., at the age of 1 and made 
D.C. his home for the past 92 years. 
After serving in the United States 
Army and attending Howard Univer-
sity, he began his legal career working 
in private practice and as an Assistant 
U.S. Attorney for the District of Co-
lumbia. Judge Bryant was appointed to 
the United States District Court by 
President Lyndon Baines Johnson and 
was later named Chief Judge. His ap-
pointment to the bench was monu-
mental during the civil rights move-
ment, as African Americans struggled 
for rights as full and equal citizens of 
this Nation. 

During the civil rights movement, 
Rosa Parks and Judge Bryant were 
viewed as heroic icons by African 
Americans. Today, they are recognized 
and remembered by people of all races 
for not only the effect they have on the 
civil rights movement but also for 
their subsequent accomplishments. 

I believe this is a fitting honor to a 
woman whose actions helped transform 
and improve our society and to a dis-
tinguished jurist who has served our 
Nation for over 40 years. 

I support this legislation, and I en-
courage my colleagues to do the same. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

I thank the gentleman for bringing 
forward this bill; and I rise in strong 
support of S. 1285, a bill to designate 
the Federal building located at 333 Mt. 

Elliott Street in Detroit, Michigan, as 
the ‘‘Rosa Parks Federal Building.’’ 
This bill also contains a provision to 
name the annex to the E. Barrett 
Prettyman courthouse here in the Dis-
trict of Columbia in honor of Federal 
District Court Judge William B. Bry-
ant. 

Both are legendary African Ameri-
cans, and the agreement that Federal 
buildings should be named in their 
honor is both wide and deep. 

I thank my good friend and colleague 
from Michigan (Ms. KILPATRICK) for her 
diligent leadership on the Rosa Parks 
Federal building designation. I also 
want to thank my good friend of long-
standing, the senior Senator from Vir-
ginia, Senator JOHN WARNER, for tire-
lessly working with me for more than 3 
years to achieve this honor for Judge 
Bryant. I am deeply grateful as well to 
Senate Judiciary Committee ranking 
member PATRICK LEAHY, who also was 
particularly conscientious in pressing 
for this honor for Judge Bryant. 

I spoke last Wednesday, Mr. Speaker, 
concerning the events that led Rosa 
Parks to challenge the daily humilia-
tion of Montgomery, Alabama’s black 
residents who were required to pay 
their bus fare to the driver, then get off 
and reenter through the rear door, and 
then relinquish their seats and move to 
the back of the bus upon the demand of 
any white passenger. Since then, Con-
gress has broken with precedent and 
voted to allow Rosa Parks to lie in 
honor in the Capitol Rotunda, and she 
did so just a few days ago, the first 
woman and only the second African 
American who has been accorded this 
honor. In so doing, the United States of 
America recognized the unique and ex-
traordinary contribution of Rosa Parks 
to her country. Her simple act of civil 
disobedience in refusing to relinquish 
her seat on demand from a white man 
on a segregated bus was the functional 
equivalent of a nonviolent shot heard 
around the world. 

Fifty years later, time may blur the 
enormous personal risk Rosa Parks 
took on in America in 1955. During our 
country’s tragic racial history, black 
men had been lynched for less. Griev-
ances like those of African Americans 
after 400 years of slavery and 
humiliating discrimination had been 
resolved by violent revolution through-
out human history. 

Our country is enormously in Rosa 
Parks’ debt because the revolution 
that led to the end of government and 
legally sanctioned discrimination 
began with a nonviolent revolutionary 
act, setting an example that endured. 
So brave was her act in the South in 
1955 that even those of us who were 
young, in school, and had nothing to 
lose did not engage in the first sit-ins 
until 5 years later. The act of one 
woman finally led to the mass civil 
rights movement, the missing ingre-
dient in the civil rights struggle. This 
movement was Rosa Parks’ special gift 
to her people and to those who joined 
them, especially the residents of the 
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District of Columbia, who still feed 
from her inspiration to achieve equal-
ity with other Americans, including 
equal voting rights in the Congress of 
the United States. 

In an era of peacock leaders who 
strut their stuff, her selfless example is 
an especially important guide. In great 
humility, Rosa Parks’ gift was not the 
message that ‘‘I am doing this to free 
you.’’ Her message was far more direct: 
‘‘Free yourself.’’ It is with gratitude 
that we bring this bill forward today in 
that spirit. 

The honor for Judge William Bryant 
has an unusual origin indeed. The Chief 
Judge of the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia, 
Judge Hogan, for himself and all the 
members of the trial court, visited my 
office to request that the annex under 
construction for the E. Barrett 
Prettyman Federal building be named 
for a senior U.S. judge, Judge William 
B. Bryant. Judge Bryant was unaware 
of the desires and actions of his col-
leagues, who unanimously agreed to re-
quest that the annex be named for the 
judge. It is rare that Congress names a 
courthouse or an annex for a judge who 
has served in that court and even more 
rare for a judge who is still sitting. 

All who have been involved in this ef-
fort recognize and agree that giving an 
honor to a sitting judge has been 
granted in the past but only rarely and 
should be reserved only for the most 
extraordinary of judges. Judge William 
Bryant is such a judge. 

b 1600 
I am particularly grateful to this 

House which early understood the 
unique importance of Judge Bryant’s 
contributions and unhesitatingly 
passed this bill last session. 

Judge Bryant’s colleagues who know 
his work and his temperament best 
have found a particularly appropriate 
way for the court, the bar, our city, 
and our country to celebrate the life 
and accomplishments of a truly great 
judge. I know Judge Bryant personally. 
I know his reputation in this city and 
in the law, and I know that the request 
to name the annex for Judge Bryant re-
flects deep respect for his unusually 
distinguished life at the bar. 

Judge Bryant began his career in pri-
vate practice in the segregated Wash-
ington of the 1940s and 1950s when Afri-
can American lawyers were barred 
from membership in the District of Co-
lumbia Bar Association and even from 
using the bar law library. He estab-
lished his legal reputation as a partner 
of the legendary African American law 
firm, Houston, Bryant & Gardner, and 
taught at Howard University Law 
School. His reputation as an extraor-
dinary trial lawyer led to his appoint-
ment as the first African American As-
sistant United States Attorney for the 
District of Columbia. He later rose to 
become the first African American to 
serve as chief judge of the United 
States District Court, whose members 
now ask that the annex be named for 
Judge Bryant. 

For his representation of criminal de-
fendants in private practice, Judge 
Bryant was admired as one of the city’s 
best and most respected trial lawyers. 
Among his many notable cases is the 
landmark Mallory v. United States, a 
1957 Supreme Court decision where the 
Court ruled that an arrested person 
must be promptly brought before a ju-
dicial officer. 

Judge Bryant was born in Wetumpka, 
Alabama, but grew up in this city and 
graduated from D.C. public schools, 
Howard University, and Howard Law 
School where he was first in his class. 
After graduation, Judge Bryant served 
as chief research assistant to Dr. Ralph 
Bunche when Bunche worked with 
Gunnar Myrdal, the famous Swedish 
economist, in his studies of African 
American racial issues. Judge Bryant 
served in the United States Army dur-
ing World War II and was honorably 
discharged as a lieutenant colonel in 
1947. 

The judge, who is 94, took senior sta-
tus in 1982. Chief Judge Thomas Hogan 
wrote that Judge Bryant ‘‘lost his be-
loved wife, Astaire, and now lives alone 
with this court and the law as the cen-
ter of his life.’’ 

This unusual request from all the 
judges of the court gives this designa-
tion great credibility. I am grateful to 
the judges of our U.S. District Court 
here for the thoughtful proposal that 
honors a Washingtonian and a lawyer 
of historic proportions. I very much ap-
preciate the many efforts of my friends 
in the Senate, especially Senators War-
ner and Leahy, in helping me to get 
this bill through both Houses. I espe-
cially appreciate the leadership of this 
House who went to extraordinary 
lengths to make sure that this bill 
would be accomplished. 

The residents of this city and the 
court that Judge Bryant has served so 
well, and members of the bar here, join 
me in gratitude for this tribute. We are 
all especially pleased to see two nota-
ble African Americans celebrated to-
gether in this House today in this spe-
cial way. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I support S. 1285, 
a bill naming a federal building in Detroit, 
Michigan after Rosa Parks and I join my col-
leagues in paying tribute to Mrs. Parks’s cour-
age and high ideals. Rosa Parks’s simple act 
of refusing to get up from her seat to comply 
with an unjust law inspired a movement that 
brought an end to state-mandated racial seg-
regation. Mrs. Parks was inspired to challenge 
government power by her conviction that laws 
that treated African-Americans as second- 
class citizens violated the natural rights all hu-
mans receive from their creator—rights which 
no government can justly infringe. 

Rosa Parks’s use of peaceful means of civil 
disobedience to challenge unjust laws stands 
as a shinning example of how peaceful 
means, such as civil disobedience and boy-
cotts, can overcome seemingly insurmount-
able obstacles and advance the cause of lib-
erty. The example of Rosa Parks shows how 
an individual with the courage and conviction 
to stand alone against injustice can make a 
difference by inspiring others to take a stand. 

I hope all friends of freedom will draw inspira-
tion from the example of Rosa Parks. 

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of S. 1285, a bill to designate 
a Federal building in Detroit, Michigan, as the 
‘‘Rosa Parks Federal Building’’ and to des-
ignate the annex of the Prettyman Federal 
Building and U.S. Courthouse in Washington, 
D.C., as the ‘‘William B. Bryant Annex’’. 

Rosa Parks is known as the ‘‘mother of the 
civil rights movement’’. With one single act of 
defiance—when she refused to give up her 
seat on the Cleveland Avenue bus in Mont-
gomery, Alabama—she galvanized a Nation 
and changed the course of history. On De-
cember 1, 1955, Mrs. Parks was sitting in the 
middle row of the bus with three other black 
riders. The bus driver demanded that all four 
give up their seats so that a single white man 
could sit. Three of the riders complied. Mrs. 
Parks remained seated. 

It is important to keep in mind that what is 
often remembered as a quiet act of civil dis-
obedience took tremendous personal courage. 
Blacks at that time had been arrested, and 
even beaten or killed, for refusing to follow the 
orders of bus drivers. Rosa Parks was ar-
rested, jailed, and fined $14. 

As Mrs. Parks herself has said in the years 
following that pivotal moment, she hadn’t 
planned on taking a stand that day. She 
hadn’t planned on becoming the face of the in-
justices of segregation. She had simply had 
enough. She was tired of being treated like a 
second-class citizen. She had had enough. 

Mrs. Parks’ act of courage sparked the civil 
rights movement. A boycott of the public 
buses was organized for Monday, December 
5, the day of Mrs. Parks’ trial. The Reverend 
Martin Luther King, Jr., then a young preacher 
who was only 26 years old, organized the boy-
cott. The boycott lasted 381 days, ending only 
after the Supreme Court outlawed segregation 
on buses. It captured the attention of the Na-
tion and forced people to confront the inequal-
ities that were then commonplace. The civil 
rights movement ultimately led to the passage 
of the landmark Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
which banned racial discrimination in public 
accommodations, and the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. 

Rosa Parks is an American icon. By refus-
ing to give up her seat on that Montgomery 
bus, she changed the course of history. This 
honor is long overdue. 

Mr. Speaker, Rosa Parks was 92 when she 
died. Her funeral was today. I’m only sorry 
that we could not have passed this bill while 
Mrs. Parks was still alive. Although she suf-
fered from dementia in her later years, I be-
lieve that she would have understood and ap-
preciated such recognition from the United 
States Congress. 

The strength and presence of a Federal 
building perfectly captures the character and 
personality of this icon of the civil rights move-
ment. It is fitting and just that her life and pub-
lic accomplishments are acknowledged with 
this designation. 

Mr. Speaker, I also support the provision of 
this bill to designate the annex to the 
Prettyman Federal Building and U.S. Court-
house in Washington, D.C., as the ‘‘William B. 
Bryant Annex’’. I thank the Gentlewoman from 
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON), Rank-
ing Democratic Member of the Subcommittee 
on Economic Development, Public Buildings, 
and Emergency Management, for her stead-
fastness and support for naming the annex for 
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Judge Bryant. In the last Congress, Ms. NOR-
TON was instrumental in House consideration 
of H.R. 4294, a bill to name the annex for 
Judge Bryant. Unfortunately, the Senate did 
not consider the bill. In this Congress, Ms. 
NORTON introduced H.R. 1015 to continue her 
effort to honor this distinguished jurist. 

Judge Bryant is 94 years old, and is leg-
endary in District legal circles. He practiced 
law in the 1940’s and 1950’s when the city 
was segregated. He could not join the D.C. 
Bar Association or use its facilities. Yet, he 
has achieved great stature as a trial lawyer 
and enjoys an enviable reputation. 

Judge Bryant is a lifelong D.C. resident who 
attended D.C. public schools and Howard Uni-
versity Law School, where he graduated first 
in his class. He began his legal career in pri-
vate practice in the District with the legendary 
African American law firm of Houston, Bryant 
and Gardner. In 1965, he was nominated by 
President Johnson to the federal bench and 
confirmed by the Senate later that year. Judge 
Bryant is the first African American to hold the 
post of Chief Judge for the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Columbia. 

During his long, productive legal career 
Judge Bryant also served as the first African 
American Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and taught at Howard Uni-
versity Law School. 

The judges of the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Columbia unanimously agreed to 
name the annex in honor of Judge Bryant and 
approached Congresswoman NORTON and 
Senator JOHN WARNER for their help. For the 
past several years, Ms. NORTON and Senator 
WARNER have worked to overcome Senate ob-
jections to naming the annex in honor of 
Judge Bryant because he continues to serve 
in active, senior status. 

It is an extraordinary testament to Rosa 
Parks that, even in her death, her work is not 
done. The bill to honor her became the 
unstoppable legislative vehicle to ensure that 
Judge Bryant, this extraordinary African Amer-
ican jurist, be honored with this designation 
while he is still living. 

I strongly support S. 1285 and urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring these leg-
endary American heroes. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise in support of the proposed legislation 
‘‘To designate the Federal building located at 
333 Mt. Elliott Street in Detroit, Michigan, as 
the ‘Rosa Parks Federal Building’.’’ 

More than 50 years ago, on December 1, 
1955, Rosa Parks boarded her normal bus 
home and sat down in one of the ‘‘colored’’ 
aisles toward the back of the bus. Soon, the 
bus began to fill, and Rosa was ordered to va-
cate her seat to accommodate the white pas-
sengers. She simply but stubbornly refused. 

This peaceful act of protest sparked a city-
wide boycott of the bus system by the African 
American community. Men, women and chil-
dren of Montgomery, Alabama refrained from 
riding the bus and instead either walked, rode 
their bikes or carpooled to work. In an impres-
sive show of strength and courage, the boy-
cott endured for over a year, and people 
across the nation joined with those in Mont-
gomery. After 381 days, the City bus line fi-
nally relented and desegregated the buses. 

Four days after the initial incident on the 
bus, a young man stood up in front of a large 
audience, having just been appointed as the 
head of the boycott: ‘‘There comes a time,’’ 

the man said, ‘‘that people get tired. We are 
here this evening to say to those who have 
mistreated us for so long, that we are tired, 
tired of being segregated and humiliated, tired 
of being kicked about by the brutal feet of op-
pression.’’ The name of that young man 
spurred to action by Rosa Parks was Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. 

Rosa was found guilty that very same day 
of breaking the city’s segregation law. It was 
over 50 years ago that Rosa Parks chose to 
peacefully but willfully stand up—or rather sit 
down—against the abhorrent laws that seg-
regated this country. Let us honor and cele-
brate what Rosa Louise Parks helped this 
country accomplish half a century ago by urg-
ing for this federal building be named in her 
honor. But let us also remember that her fight 
is not over. Let this building, the ‘‘Rosa Parks 
Federal Building,’’ stand as a pillar of remem-
brance for this and future generations. Let this 
building always remind us of the battle she 
fought for freedom and equality, and the bat-
tles still being fought here and across the 
world today. 

I support the proposed resolution for the 
foregoing reasons, and I urge my colleagues 
to follow suit. 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FOLEY). The question is on the motion 
offered by the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. DENT) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the Senate 
bill, S. 1285. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds having voted in favor thereof) 
the rules were suspended and the Sen-
ate bill was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the mo-
tion to instruct on H.R. 2862. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia? 

There was no objection. 
f 

MOTION TO GO TO CONFERENCE 
ON H.R. 2862, SCIENCE, STATE, 
JUSTICE, COMMERCE, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2006 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 
clause 1 of rule XXII and by direction 
of the Committee on Appropriations, I 
move to take from the Speaker’s table 
the bill (H.R. 2862) making appropria-
tions for Science, the Departments of 
State, Justice, and Commerce, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2006, and for other 
purposes, with Senate amendments 
thereto, disagree to the Senate amend-
ments, and agree to the conference 
asked by the Senate. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
WOLF). 

The motion was agreed to. 
MOTION TO INSTRUCT OFFERED BY MS. 

SCHWARTZ OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, I offer a motion to instruct 
conferees. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania moves that 

the managers on the part of the House at the 
conference on the disagreeing votes of the 
two Houses on the Senate amendment to the 
bill, H.R. 2862, be instructed to insist on the 
House level for the Small Business Adminis-
tration’s Business Loan Program Account 
and recede to the Senate on Section 525 of 
the Senate amendment. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 7 of rule XXII, the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. 
SCHWARTZ) and the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. WOLF) each will control 
30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Pennsylvania (Ms. 
SCHWARTZ). 

Ms. SCHWARTZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

The motion the gentleman from New 
York and I are offering has two parts. 
First, it calls for maintaining the Sen-
ate-passed provision requiring the Fed-
eral Trade Commission to investigate 
gasoline prices and determine if price 
gouging is occurring; and, secondly, it 
supports allocating $79 million for the 
Small Business Administration 7(a) 
loan program, the same level of fund-
ing provided last year and the same 
level supported by 234 Members of the 
House this year. 

First, Mr. Speaker, with regard to 
gasoline prices. Last week, oil compa-
nies announced record high third quar-
ter profits. Exxon-Mobil corporation 
posted more than $9 billion in profits, 
the largest amount ever by a U.S. com-
pany. Royal Dutch Shell Group gen-
erated $9 billion, an increase of 68 per-
cent over last year. ConocoPhillips 
made $3.8 billion, an increase of 89 per-
cent over last year. British Petroleum 
brought in $6.53 billion, up from almost 
$5 billion last year. 

All told, these profit levels have put 
the world’s five largest publicly traded 
oil companies on track to earn more 
than $100 billion before year’s end. Yet, 
at the same time that Big Oil’s bottom 
line is going up, so are Americans’ en-
ergy costs. This year, the average 
American family will pay $4,500 to 
meet their energy needs, up nearly 19 
percent from last year. These increases 
in cost are reflected in 30 to 70 cents 
per gallon cost of gasoline. These in-
creases mean that everyday Americans 
are likely to pay double-digit increases 
in home heating oil and costs this win-
ter. From my own constituents in 
northeast Philadelphia and Mont-
gomery County, these increases are se-
riously affecting their budgets and 
forcing them to stretch their hard- 
earned dollars even further than they 
have before. 
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