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the Department of State, he served in the U.S. 
Army as a commissioned officer in post-war 
Japan. He has been inducted into the Hall of 
Fame of the U.S. Infantry School at Fort 
Benning, Georgia. On behalf of the people of 
the Virgin Islands who I am privileged to 
present, I extend heartfelt congratulations to 
Ambassador and Mrs. Todman. 

f 

ON THE PASSING OF DR. JOHN 
LONG 

HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
with great sorrow to mourn the loss of one of 
Pasco County’s finest citizens and public serv-
ants, Dr. John Long. While on a hunting trip 
with his wife Marsha in Montana, John unex-
pectedly passed away from an apparent heart 
attack on October 26. He was 59 years old. 

Born in Wauchula, Florida, John dedicated 
his life to serving the residents of Pasco 
County and improving the quality of education 
that its students received. His passion and 
reputation would lead him to serve as a state 
representative and eventually to be appointed 
as the County’s Superintendent of Schools, a 
position he held until his retirement last year. 

John’s career in public service began shortly 
after he completed his masters degree and 
doctorate in education at the University of 
South Florida. John seized the opportunity to 
work for the Pasco County School District and 
during heightened tension in the District in 
1976, he was hired as the County’s Director of 
Personnel. Known as a problem-solver, John 
quickly garnered respect and trust from the 
teacher’s union and ironed out their labor 
grievances. His ability to compromise and find 
the middle ground would follow him throughout 
his career. 

In 1986, John ran successfully for a seat in 
the Florida House of Representatives. He 
quickly rose to prominence within the Demo-
cratic Party and was poised to become the 
Speaker of the Florida House. However, an-
other institution took precedence: his family. 
John retired from state politics to spend more 
time at home with Marsha and his two daugh-
ters, Jennifer and Jessica. Soon after stepping 
down, the late Governor Lawton Chiles ap-
pointed John as Pasco County Schools Super-
intendent in 1995. 

After winning a second term in 2000, John 
was named Florida’s Superintendent of the 
Year by the Florida Association of District 
School Superintendents, a distinction he great-
ly cherished. John also facilitated the enact-
ment of the Penny for Pasco program in 
March 2004, which he considered one of his 
proudest accomplishments. 

Mr. Speaker, too often in this extremely par-
tisan business, we lose sight of the things that 
really matter. John looked past party politics. 
He placed his family ahead of his promising 
political career. He was a breath of fresh air 
in an occupation that can suffocate integrity. I 
am truly saddened by the loss of John, and 
my thoughts and prayers are with the Long 
family. May God bless them as they remem-
ber this great man. 

ON THE LOSS OF AMERICAN LIVES 
IN IRAQ 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, this week, the 
U.S. Department of Defense acknowledged 
that the number of U.S. military deaths in Iraq 
has reached 2,000. Sadly, Californians rep-
resented the majority of these deaths, with 
215 falling victim in the conflict. I, along with 
all other Americans, mourn the loss of these 
brave American patriots and insist that we all 
continue to support those courageous men 
and women who bear the burden of this mili-
tary action in Iraq. 

As we pause to remember the 2,000 patri-
ots who gave their lives and console the fami-
lies they left behind, we must demand that the 
remainder of our troops begin their journey 
home. This unfounded war began with the 
false belief that Iraq was in possession of 
weapons of mass destruction and has contin-
ued under a shortsighted and flawed military 
strategy. While the Administration chooses to 
‘‘stay the course’’ and insists that there is sig-
nificant progress in Iraq, the insurgency con-
tinues unabated and too many of our soldiers 
are returning to their families as only a mem-
ory. Others return with emotional and physical 
wounds that may never heal. 

Let this week’s grim milestone not slip away 
without a renewed demand that the President 
provide to the American public, as well as the 
U.S. soldiers in Iraq, a clear strategy for suc-
cess. Only through the creation of a coherent 
and realistic plan can this Administration begin 
to stem the loss of American life. 
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INTRODUCING THE ‘‘ELIMINATION 
OF BARRIERS FOR KATRINA VIC-
TIMS ACT’’ 

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to join my colleagues, Congressman 
CONYERS of MI, Congressman RANGEL of NY, 
Congressman THOMPSON of MS, Congress-
man JEFFERSON of LA, Congressman FRANK 
of MA, Congresswoman JACKSON-LEE of TX, 
Congressman PAUL of TX, Congresswoman 
JOHNSON of TX, Congresswoman LEE of CA, 
Congressman HASTINGS of FL and Congress-
man AL GREEN of TX in introducing the ‘‘Elimi-
nation of Barriers for Katrina Victims Act’’. We 
are pleased to be joined by a coalition of al-
most 100 national, state and local organiza-
tions who have expressed their support for the 
legislation, such as the American Academy of 
Addiction Psychiatry, American College of 
Mental Health Administration, Drug Policy Alli-
ance Network, League of United Latin Amer-
ican Citizens (LULAC), NAACP, NAADAC— 
The Association for Addiction Professionals, 
National Council on Alcoholism and Drug De-
pendence, and the National Urban League, 
and the list is growing as word of the legisla-
tion gets out. 

Millions of Americans were displaced from 
their homes due to Hurricane Katrina and Hur-

ricane Rita and hundreds of thousands have 
not been able to return and may never be able 
to do so. Having lost their homes, their com-
munities, their jobs and other support systems, 
most have required emergency food, clothing, 
shelter, medical, or monetary assistance. Ac-
cording to FEMA reports, an estimated 2.1 
million Americans have already applied for 
federal aid. Unfortunately, many of these indi-
viduals and their families are in desperate 
need, but, due to a prior drug conviction, will 
not be able to receive certain federal assist-
ance available to other victims in need. While 
it is impossible to know for sure how many 
families will be denied public assistance be-
cause of drug convictions, it is likely in the 
tens of thousands. 

More than 1.5 million Americans are ar-
rested for drug offenses every year. Several 
federal laws disqualify those with felony con-
victions to receive certain federal benefits. A 
recent GAO report commissioned by myself 
and Congressman RUSH of IL reveals that 
these disqualifications are having a huge im-
pact on receipt of federal benefits for which 
those with prior drug convictions would other-
wise receive. For example, an estimated 
41,000 students were denied college assist-
ance during the 2003/2004 academic year be-
cause of drug conviction. 

While the GAO was only able to collect data 
from 15 public housing agencies, out of more 
than 3,000, those 15 agencies denied housing 
to almost 1,500 families because of past drug 
violations in 2003 alone. That indicates that 
there are thousands of families and tens of 
thousands of individuals unable to receive 
housing benefits because a family member 
has a drug convictions. 

The drug conviction ban on eligibility for fed-
eral benefits also applies to Temporary Assist-
ance for Needy Families, or the TANF pro-
gram. TANF eligibility applies to families with 
minor children. One study reflected that almost 
25 percent of drug offenders released from 
prison in 2001 were eligible for TANF benefits, 
but were permanently barred from receiving it 
due to their state’s application of the federal 
ban for a drug conviction. While some states 
do not apply the federal ban completely, other 
states, such as Alabama, Mississippi, Texas 
and Virginia, where many of the displaced 
families are staying, have fully applied the 
ban. 

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita have inflicted 
suffering on millions of people. The suffering 
will fall even harder on victims denied aid be-
cause of past drug offenses. Parents who 
have lost everything and are struggling to feed 
themselves and their family will be denied 
TANF and food stamps; students who have 
lost their school, tuition, fees, room and board, 
but could continue their education in another 
school willing to accept them, or who were in 
school elsewhere when their parents lost the 
ability to continue paying for their education, 
will be denied student loans; and entire fami-
lies that have lost everything in the disasters 
will be denied housing—all due to the federal 
bans for a past drug conviction. 

The ‘‘Elimination of Barriers for Katrina Vic-
tims Act’’ applies only to past drug offenses, 
some of which were many years ago, and 
suspends the disqualification for only a 3-year 
period. This temporary adjustment period in 
federal disqualifications would allow families 
affected by Hurricanes Katrina and Rita a 
chance to put their lives back together through 
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the same means as other victims who sud-
denly lost their homes and livelihood through 
no fault of their own. Therefore, we are intro-
ducing this bill today and urge our colleagues 
to quickly enact it into law to assist families 
who are otherwise hopelessly destitute be-
cause of the disasters and the impact of a 
drug conviction. 
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HONORING DOROTHY MARION 
PETE 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the extraordinary life of Dorothy Marion Pete 
of Oakland, California. Dorothy was a beloved 
mother, wife, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
sister, friend, and leader in our community. 
She passed away on October 10, 2005 at her 
home in Oakland at the age of 91. 

A longtime East Bay Area resident, Dorothy 
was known throughout her life for her devotion 
to her family, her church, and her community. 
She was born in Berkeley, California on Feb-
ruary 28, 1914 as the ninth of thirteen children 
to Virginia (Jennie) Parker and Thomas Reid, 
Sr. After graduating from Berkeley High 
School, she worked as the office secretary at 
the then segregated West Oakland Linden 
Street Branch of the YWCA. She later inte-
grated the downtown Oakland YWCA, serving 
first as a stenographer before becoming the 
administrative assistant to Executive Director 
Helen Grant. 

In addition to the changes she affected at 
the local YWCA, Dorothy had an immense im-
pact on the local faith community by inte-
grating the staff of the Lakeshore Avenue 
Baptist Church in Oakland. An active member, 
Dorothy also taught Sunday school and 
served as president of the American Baptist 
Women’s Group. 

Dorothy’s bright and giving spirit shaped her 
actions not only in the context of these institu-
tions, but in every aspect of her life. She was 
known by all for her boundless generosity to-
ward those who were close to her and also to-
ward those she was meeting for the first time. 
Dorothy was especially committed to providing 
aid and comfort to those in need, initiating 
many food drives at her church and giving 
away blankets, quilts and dolls that she cre-
ated by hand or with her sewing machine. 

A bright light to many, Dorothy’s role was 
especially profound in the lives of her loved 
ones. She was happily married for many years 
to her husband Herman Rideau Pete, who 
hailed originally from Crowley, Louisiana but 
spent most of his life in the Bay Area. Though 
sadly Herman preceded her in death, he and 
Dorothy spent many happy years together and 
raised three sons, Gregory, Dennis, and Geof-
frey, who is a business owner and community 
activist in Oakland. Her guidance and uncondi-
tional support has given them the strength 
they have needed to confront and conquer 
life’s challenges, and will continue to sustain 
them as they, along with their families, con-
tinue to celebrate her life in the years to come. 

Dorothy’s family and friends have come to-
gether during this time to honor, remember 
and cherish not only her life, but the way that 
she touched the lives of so many others. On 

behalf of the California’s 9th U.S. Congres-
sional District, I am proud to add my voice to 
the countless others who have united in 
thanks, appreciation, and joy to remember this 
very special woman and wonderful friend, Mrs. 
Dorothy Marion Pete. 
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CONDEMNING COMMENTS BY 
IRAN’S PRESIDENT 

HON. RUSH D. HOLT 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the new 
president of lran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, told 
4,000 hardline students in Tehran that ‘‘Israel 
must be wiped off the map.’’ Mr. 
Ahmadinejad’s address was the highlight, if 
you want to call it that, of a forum called ‘‘The 
World Without Zionism,’’ that also saw chants 
of ‘‘Death to America’’ and ‘‘Death to Israel.’’ 
The Iranian President also attacked other 
Muslim nations for making peace with Israel 
and claimed that terrorist attacks by Palestin-
ians could destroy the Jewish state. 

I completely and utterly condemn the com-
ments by Iran’s president. Peace will only 
come to the Middle East when all parties rec-
ognize Israel’s right to exist and completely re-
nounce support for terrorism. Unfortunately, 
Iran’s new government is turning its back on 
peaceful coexistence and appears bent on 
confrontation with Israel, the United States, 
and the world community. Iran also continues 
to bankroll terrorists, like those who killed five 
innocent Israelis on Wednesday. Mr. Speaker, 
the world must unite to denounce the hate 
speech of Iran’s president in the strongest 
terms possible. 

Tomorrow, Catholics, Jews, Muslims, and 
people of other faiths will come together to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary of Nostra 
Aetate, the Catholic Church’s landmark docu-
ment that called from respect for other faiths, 
particularly Islam and Judaism. And four 
months ago, the three great Abrahamic reli-
gions came together to mourn the death of the 
great spiritual leader, Pope John Paul II. Be-
cause of their nations’ alphabetical proximity, 
the then-presidents of Israel and Iran sat next 
to each other and even shook hands. But it 
seems the spirit of interfaith harmony, sadly, 
lasted little longer than the services for the 
Pope. 

Mr. Speaker, as long as Iran’s president 
continues to rage hatefully against Israel and 
the West, there will be no peace in the Middle 
East. The world community will not tolerate 
these comments by Iran’s president, and I 
condemn them as strongly as I can. 
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NEW URGENCY REQUIRED TO 
STOP VIOLENCE IN SUDAN 

HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
alarmed and worried about recent reports 
coming out of Sudan describing deteriorating 
political conditions and an increase of vio-
lence. The world’s governments, including the 

United States have moved too slowly to re-
solve the conflict in Sudan. And now, despite 
a negotiated ceasefire, we have received nu-
merous reports of renewed killings and abduc-
tions, including attacks on aid workers and Af-
rican Union peacekeepers. 

The escalating violence is threatening hu-
manitarian support for millions of people as 
international aid workers, increasingly find 
themselves the target of violence. Last month, 
a squad supported by Sudanese government 
helicopters attacked a camp for displaced civil-
ians in Darfur, killing 35. Days later, in West 
Darfur, an Arab rebel group abducted 18 Afri-
can peacekeepers. Last week, two African 
Union peacekeeping soldiers were killed in an 
ambush along with two civilian contractors. 
Three other African peacekeepers were 
wounded during the same raid. 

The Bush Administration’s slow response of-
fers little hope for success and sets no dead-
line for resolution. We must adopt a new ap-
proach that recognizes the urgency of the situ-
ation on the ground. 

If the ceasefire is to successfully progress 
toward a fully implemented peace agreement, 
the U.S. will need to play a more active role 
in increasing the influence and capabilities of 
the African Union troops. Currently there are 
6,000 peacekeepers working to secure an 
area the size of Texas and containing a popu-
lation approaching two million. By honoring its 
pledge to provide $50 million as part of the 
FY06 Foreign Operations bill for equipment 
and supplies, the Administration would do 
much to assist the efforts of the African Union. 

The U.S. should also work aggressively with 
the AU on expanding the mandate of the Afri-
can Union peacekeepers. After more than a 
year, peacekeeping troops are still confused 
about their role in the region and about their 
enforcement powers. While AU troops have 
been able to protect civilians in some in-
stances, their mandate does not expressly in-
clude this important responsibility. As a result, 
their ability to protect civilians from violence 
has been extremely limited and varies from 
one contingent to the next. 

Finally, the Bush Administration should 
pressure the Sudanese government to fully 
implement the Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment. That means the commissions and 
boards mandated by the peace agreement to 
oversee such contentious, but essential issues 
as petroleum production and military oper-
ations must be established. 

Sudan has been the focus of organized 
armed conflict for 20 of the last 21 years. 
Given that the Administration in Khartoum has 
demonstrated only token commitment to the 
goal of establishing a lasting peace, only the 
active, aggressive engagement of the United 
States will make it possible for the Sudanese 
people to one day be able to return safely to 
their homes. 

f 

REGARDING DR. C. DELORES 
TUCKER 

HON. CHAKA FATTAH 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 27, 2005 

Mr. FATTAH. Mr. Speaker, it is never easy 
to lose an esteemed friend and colleague 
such as Dr. C. Delores Tucker. A valiant war-
rior in the fight for freedom and equality, she 
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