October 26, 2005

(Mr. HENSARLING addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DOGGETT addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——————

2,000 U.S. SOLDIERS DEAD IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, yes-
terday we reached a tragic milestone.
Staff Sergeant George T. Alexander,
Jr., of Texas, died from wounds he sus-
tained while serving in Iraq. His death
brought the U.S. death toll in Iraq to
2,000 soldiers. In addition to that, over
15,000 soldiers have been wounded, and
over 400 are now amputees. My
thoughts and prayers are with Staff
Sergeant Alexander’s family, and with
all the families that have lost a loved
one in Iraq.

However, I hope the administration
will use this milestone as an oppor-
tunity to be honest, to square with the
American people about why we are
fighting in Iraq, and to develop a
stronger plan that will secure Iraq and
conclude our involvement the war.

Mr. Speaker, it is often said that to
govern is to make choices. When it
comes to the Iraq War, President Bush
has made the wrong choices. Instead of
putting the entire resources of the
United States behind the efforts to find
those responsible for the September
11th terrorist attacks, the President
chose to use those tragic events as an
excuse to go to war in Iraq.

Where is Osama bin Laden? Have we
stopped looking for him? We have in-
vaded Iraq. We have the shock and awe
campaign. Thousands of Iraqis are
dead, and now 2,000 of our soldiers are
dead. We have left Iraq, and Baghdad in
particular, in shambles. We have appro-
priated money for the reconstruction
of Iraq, and we told the American peo-
ple that we would basically pay for the
major reconstruction with the proceeds
from the oil that we would pump in
Iraq. None of this is true; no weapons
of mass destruction, no money coming
from the oil fields in Iraq, no rehabili-
tation having been done. The insur-
gents not only are bombing all of the
different sites in Iraq, they are Killing
schoolteachers.

We have created a breeding ground
for terrorists. Oh, we claim they are
coming from Syria. We claim that Iran
has a hand in it. What is interesting
now is Condoleezza Rice is telling us
that we are going to get Iran to help us
with Iraq. At the same time, Iran is de-
veloping and making more sophisti-
cated its nuclear ability, but now we
are going to try and join in with them
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to help us with Iraq? With this business
of trying to make the American people
believe that all of the insurgents are
coming from Syria, we have created a
new bogeyman for the people to focus
on.

But that is not all about this ter-
rorism, in this fight against terrorism.
It seems to me that the President of
the United States finds occasions by
which he comes to the American public
and he tells us that we have to be wor-
ried about a new terrorist threat.
Every now and then he reminds us that
the terrorists are still out there, and
somehow we have to stay in Iraq. If we
do not, we are going to be vulnerable to
all of these terrorists. But if we stay
the course, not only is he going to help
keep us safe, no matter how many sac-
rifices we have to make, the right
thing to do is to stay the course.

Mr. Speaker, that is easy to talk
about and say when you are talking
about somebody else’s children. The
President chose to go to war based on
false and misleading intelligence. Look
where it has gotten us. Look at the
scandals surrounding the White House
today because we tried to make the in-
telligence fit the decision that had al-
ready been made to go to war.

We are finding, and I guess we will
know soon, once the indictments come
down, who leaked the information
about Valerie Plame and outed her be-
cause they were so mad at her husband,
who had been sent to Niger to help put
the story together that somehow Sad-
dam Hussein had been seeking
yellowcake in Niger. When Mr. Wilson
came back and said it was not true,
then they went after Mr. Wilson. Some-
how the Vice President’s office knows
all about this.

Mr. Speaker, it is time to bring our
soldiers home. It is time for Repub-
licans and Democrats alike to under-
stand that we do not need to lose an-
other American soldier in Iraq.

He chose to go to war without international
support or heed the warnings of those in Con-
gress that urged him to slow the march to war.

The President chose to send our soldiers to
war without the body armor and armored vehi-
cles necessary to keep our soldiers safe.

And, he chose to go to war without an ade-
quate number of troops or a clear plan for how
to succeed in Iraq.

For those decisions, American soldiers are
paying the price—and for 2,000 soldiers they
have paid the ultimate price.

It is time that the President recognizes the
dangers of “staying the course” and develops
a plan that accomplishes our mission in Iraq
and allows all our soldiers to return to their
families.

Madam Speaker, over the past several
weeks, members of the Republican Caucus
have been trying to cut the Federal budget by
$50 billion. They claim that it is to help pay for
the rebuilding efforts in the wake of Hurricane
Katrina and Rita.

Perhaps most shocking, the Republicans
are trying to cut hundreds of millions of dollars
from the Department of Veterans Affairs.

If the Republicans are successful in their ef-
forts to cut discretionary funding by 2 percent,
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the VA’s budget will be cut by more than $600
million which translates to nearly 100,000
fewer veterans receiving health care this year.

It is heartless and cruel to cut the VA’s
budget in order to make room for more tax
cuts for the wealthiest of Americans, while
159,000 U.S. soldiers are fighting in Iraq and
tens of thousands more are deployed through-
out the world.

| urge my colleagues to oppose these cuts
and urge the American people to call their rep-
resentatives and tell them to oppose these
cuts.

Our soldiers and their families have sac-
rificed too much for us to turn our backs on
them when they return home.

Madam Speaker, | close by thanking our
soldiers for their service and pray for their safe
return.

——————

WAR ON TERROR—PROGRESS IN
IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HUNTER) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. HUNTER. Madam Speaker, I
take the floor tonight with my col-
leagues to talk about the values of
freedom and the men and women who
have, in very difficult places around
the world, but especially in the
warfighting theaters in Afghanistan
and Iraq, have fought to change the
world for freedom and, in doing so, to
secure the United States of America,
and to make us a more secure Nation,
and to accrue to the benefit of genera-
tions over the next 10, 20 or 30 years.

I thought to talk a little bit about,
especially following the speakers who
have deplored our policy and con-
demned our policy in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, I thought it might be important
to remind ourselves why we are in
those theaters.

Madam Speaker, I brought tonight
some of the citations for gallantry, gal-
lantry that was carried out by Amer-
ican soldiers and sailors and airmen
and marines in Iraq. I wanted to read
one of those. Then I wanted to talk
about what these soldiers and sailors
and airmen and marines have pur-
chased for the United States of Amer-
ica. I want to talk about the value of
what they have done for our country.

This individual is Lance Corporal
Aaron C. Austin. This is a commenda-
tion, a copy of a commendation, and a
posthumous Silver Star medal, the Na-
tion’s third highest award for wvalor
that was sent over to our office by the
Secretary of the Navy. It talks about
the incredible job that this young lance
corporal, one of the guys who makes
the Marine Corps work, that is an en-
listed man just a couple of ranks up
from private, but somebody who has
taken a leadership position, who leads
a fire team or a squad in places like
Fallujah or Ramadi.

For conspicuous gallantry and brav-
ery in action against the enemy as a
Machine Gun Team Leader, Company
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