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led to a 380-day citywide bus boycott and in-
fluenced a Supreme Court decision that de-
manded all public transportation be deseg-
regated. Rosa’s civil disobedience gave rise to
a young minister, Martin Luther King, Jr., and
to a wave of mass demonstrations and pro-
tests that changed a nation. Rosa’s relentless
belief in the American ideal that “all men are
created equal” strengthened her ability to
make a difference.

Many honors were given to Rosa during her
life, memorializing her monumental achieve-
ments. She received the Congressional Gold
Medal, the nation’s highest government award
showing appreciation for her distinguished
achievements and contributions, and the Pres-
idential Medal of Freedom, the nation’s high-
est civilian award, which recognizes excep-
tional meritorious service. More than 40 col-
leges and universities bestowed Rosa with an
honorary doctorate. A museum and library on
the Montgomery corner where she boarded
the bus in 1955, is named for her. It is difficult
to find a U.S. history book that does not men-
tion her role in history.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to the legacy of Rosa Parks
who gave selflessly to ensure the basic prin-
ciples of American democracy were afforded
to everyone. Rosa improved the quality of life
for many and made the United States into a
place where all people enjoy freedom.
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Mr. CHOCOLA. Mr. Speaker, Hank Aaron,
baseball’s all-time homerun champion, once
said, “It took me seventeen years to get 3,000
hits in baseball. | did it in one afternoon on the
golf course.”

As Mr. Aaron can attest, playing golf and
being skilled at golf are two very different
things. Which is why | rise today to note the
accomplishment of five young women in my
district who attend Penn High School in
Mishawaka, IN.

These five young women—seniors Julia
Potter, Laura Ormson, Erin Buttrey, Michelle
Fleischman, and freshman Anne Ormson—re-
cently won their second consecutive cham-
pionship at the 33rd Annual Indiana High
School Athletic Association Girls Golf State
Finals tournament.

The 2-day tournament was held at the Leg-
ends of Indiana Golf Course in Franklin, IN,
where the Penn Kingsmen finished first among
a field of nine talented golf teams.

And they did so in dramatic fashion. The
team set Indiana State finals records for their
18-hole and 36-hole leads, ultimately defeating
runner-up Noblesville by 32 strokes.

This was the team’s third State title in 4
years under Coach Jim Garrett, with three
team members—Julia Potter, Anne Ormson,
and Laura Ormson—finishing among the top
nine individual golfers in the entire State.

Mr. Speaker, former President Gerald Ford
once expressed this sentiment on golf: “The
pat on the back, the arm around the shoulder,
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the praise for what was done right and the
sympathetic nod for what wasn’t are as much
a part of golf as life itself.”

| couldn’t agree more. And I'm sure the par-
ents of these five young women agree that the
character building lessons they learned on the
golf course will benefit them throughout their
lives.

On behalf of the constituents of the Second
District of Indiana, | would like to express our
heartfelt congratulations to the Penn High
School girls golf team for winning the 2005
State title.

—————
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recog-
nize October as National Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. For over 20 years, National
Breast Cancer Awareness Month has edu-
cated women about early breast cancer detec-
tion.

The statistics are staggering and dem-
onstrate the dramatic impact this disease
takes on our country. Most of us know of
someone who has been affected by breast
cancer—your mother, your sister, your wife, or
a beloved friend.

In the United States, breast cancer is the
most common non-skin cancer and the sec-
ond leading cause of cancer-related death in
women. It is the leading cause of death in
women between the ages of 40 and 55.

In 2005, an estimated 270,000 women will
be diagnosed with some form of breast cancer
and approximately 40,000 women are ex-
pected to die from this disease, 4,100 in my
home State of California alone.

While women account for the majority of
breast cancer cases, we must not forget the
estimated 1,690 men who will be diagnosed
this year and the 460 expected to die. Due to
the rarity of breast cancer in men, much less
is known. This leads to the fact that men are
more likely than women to be diagnosed with
advanced disease and thus have poorer
chances of survival.

In 2002, there were approximately 2.3 mil-
lion women with a history of breast cancer.
The most recent data suggests that 13.2 per-
cent of women born today will be diagnosed
with breast cancer at some time in their lives.
That means 1 in 8 women will be affected by
this disease.

Rates for women differ significantly for cer-
tain racial and ethnic groups. Although breast
cancer deaths declined by 2.4 percent for
white women from 1990 to 2002, the rate only
dropped by 1.8 percent for Hispanics and 1
percent for African-Americans and Asian-
Americans-Pacific Islanders. Strikingly, breast
cancer mortality rates disproportionately affect
African-American women in relation to White
women. In 2002, death rates were 37 percent
higher for African-Americans.

These disparities can be seen in my home
State of California and in my district of Ala-
meda County. The breast cancer rate for
Asian women in California is going up, while
the rates for other California ethnic groups are
dropping. In the Greater Bay Area, as in the
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U.S., African-American women continue to
have poorer breast cancer survival rates com-
pared to White women.

Specifically, in Oakland, the breast cancer
incidence rate was 144.1 per 100,000, signifi-
cantly lower than the Alameda County rate of
159.7. This suggests that women in Oakland
do not have enough access to testing and are
less likely to be diagnosed than women coun-
tywide.

Breast cancer does not have to take the
lives of so many women. When detected
early, the 5-year survival rate is over 95 per-
cent. Mammograms and breast self-exams are
proven methods of combating this disease.
Seventy percent of all breast cancers are
found through breast self-exams and mam-
mography can detect breast cancer an aver-
age of 1-3 years before it is large enough to
be felt.

Despite these proven detection methods, 13
million U.S. women, 40 years of age or older,
have never had a mammogram. For women
between the ages of 40 and 49, a mammo-
gram every 1-2 years may reduce the risk of
dying from breast cancer by 17 percent and
for women aged 50-74 it may reduce the risk
by 30 percent. Women cannot afford to go
without these life saving measures. Every day
and especially on October 21, 2005, National
Mammography Day, women are encouraged
to make an appointment.

Although mammograms are available, many
women with poor or no health insurance, can’t
afford these routine tests. It's estimated that
current funding allows only 1 in 5 needy
women who qualify for the free CDC National
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection
Program to get these tests. As these simple
screenings save the lives of thousands of
women, we must commit to providing more
money and resources for those women who
can’t afford to get tested.

Despite these facts, | am happy to report
that more California women are getting regular
mammograms. In the year 2000, 79 percent of
women age 40 and older had had a mammo-
gram within the past 2 years compared to 38
percent of women in 1987.

This month, | applaud the efforts of groups
such as the American Cancer Society, the Na-
tional Breast Cancer Foundation, the National
Breast Cancer Coalition, the CDC, the Na-
tional Cancer Institute and all the other groups
working to end this disease for their commit-
ment to research, fundraising, screening, and
support for individuals affected by breast can-
cer.

In Congress we must support initiatives that
advance the message of these groups. As
Representatives, we must pass H.R. 2231,
legislation that would establish multidisci-
plinary, multi-institutional breast cancer re-
search centers to study the potential links be-
tween breast cancer and the environment.

We must also support the $150 million ap-
propriation for the Department of Defense
Peer Reviewed Breast Cancer Research Pro-
gram. This program is the gold standard for
breast cancer research in the country and has
a decade of support from a majority of Con-
gress.

Strong research translates into more effec-
tive ways to treat breast cancer patients.
Moreover, as we develop improved methods
for treating this disease we must ensure that
all Americans have access to the highest qual-
ity health care.
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Each one of us has the duty to continue to
support these meaningful measures and work
within our communities to decrease the preva-
lence and death rate of breast cancer. In Oc-
tober and in every other month of the year we
must continue the fight to educate both men
and women about breast cancer and to eradi-
cate this disease.
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HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recognize
and celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month which
just ended. | want to once again acknowledge
and appreciate this ever growing community.

In Congress, | have always held the con-
cerns of the Latino community as my own. |
am a Member of the Hispanic Working Group
organized by Democratic Leader NANCY
PELOSI, and am a member of the Tri-Caucus,
which is the collection of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus, Congressional Black Cau-
cus, and the Asian Pacific American Caucus.
Through these Congressional organizations,
and through the legislation | introduce and
support, | look for ways to improve the lives
for Latinos, particularly in Healthcare, Edu-
cation, Housing, and other areas.

In my district, the 9th Congressional District
of California, the contributions of Latino mem-
bers of the community are stronger than ever.
The Latino community is active and engaged
throughout the District, State, and beyond. For
example, Gabriela Franco, Vice President/
Bank manager for Bank of the West was born
in a small town in Mexico. Her parents brought
her family to live in the United States when
she was just 5 years old. She is the first per-
son in her entire family to earn a college de-
gree. Like so many other Latinas, Gabriela
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has a passion for giving back to the commu-
nity in any way she can. Gabriela sits on the
advisory board for three non profit organiza-
tions, Operation Hope, Women'’s Initiative for
Self Employment (WISE) and the Ora Lee
Brown Foundation. She volunteers with dif-
ferent organizations in my community, includ-
ing Wardrobe for Opportunity and the ALAS
program for WISE.

WISE is a private, non-profit agency pro-
viding comprehensive business training, on-
going technical assistance and financing for
Bay Area low-income women. Their programs
are designed to assist an entrepreneur in
gaining the necessary skills to start, grow and/
or expand her business. Among the many
successful graduates of WISE is Eva
Saavedra. Eva and her husband Juan began
their business from their home offering food to
her neighbors. She met with instant success
and after three years, with the assistance of
WISE and the Unity Council, she was able to
purchase the necessary equipment to open
her own restaurant, EI Huarache Azteca. El
Huarache Azteca has been recognized by the
Oakland Tribune and the San Francisco
Chronicle as one of the finest Mexican res-
taurants in the Bay Area.

Another example is Terry Alderete; Terry
has been a leader and mentor for many years.
Terry has served on the board of the Chicano-
Latino Youth Leadership Project, (CLYLP)
which was established in 1982 to prepare
Latino high school students to actively partici-
pate in California’s economic, social, and polit-
ical development in the 21st century and be-
yond. Terry has been instrumental in securing
funding for CLYLP which has served countless
Latino students including members of my staff.
Terry serves as the Northern Region Director
of the California Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce, and as the Vice President of the Ala-
meda County Hispanic Chamber of Com-
merce. In addition, Terry is the coordinator of
the largest Dia de los Muertos (Day of the
Dead) and Cinco de Mayo celebrations in the
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United States. Terry has managed to make
these events as the premier family-oriented,
alcohol-free, large-scale free festival in the
East Bay, celebrating cultural traditions, diver-
sity, and the arts in a fun and safe environ-
ment. Because of the popularity, diversity, and
historical importance of the Dia de los Muertos
festival, | inducted the festival into the Library
of Congress as a local legacy in the State of
California.

Individuals in my district are the motivating
force behind the remarkable organizations that
promote civic engagement among Latinos in
the 9th Congressional District. Leaders like
Jesus Rodriguez, an Oakland Community Or-
ganization field representative, who organizes
informational town hall meetings on health
care, education, and immigration for the Latino
community. Belen Pulido, an Berkeley Orga-
nizing Congregations for Action field rep-
resentative, helps BOCA fulfill its mission of
creating a coalition of interfaith congregations
throughout the city of Berkeley to come to-
gether to dialog the need of faith support in
the wider Berkeley area. Belen’s leadership
has been instrumental in having BOCA meet-
ing the needs of the Latino community by per-
suading Berkeley High School in the English
Language Learners program to translate forms
and documents into Spanish for parents. In
addition, Belen has organized immigration
town halls and fundraiser for the School of the
Americas organization.

Mr. Speaker, these are just a few examples,
but I hope that this Congress will acknowledge
the contributions of the Latino community to
our nation. Our differences should not divide
us; rather, they should be bringing us together
in celebration of what this nation is about. The
work of people like Belen Pulido, Terry
Alderete, Eva Saavedra, and Gabriela Franco,
set a shining example for the next generation
of leaders of not just the Latino community,
but of this nation as a whole.
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