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in Balad, I talked to General Frank 
Gorenc, who used to be the commander 
at Langley Air Force Base in Virginia 
and whom I know, and I said, ‘‘Frank, 
they’re waving at us.’’ They laughed 
and they said, ‘‘Thelma, they always 
wave at us. They’re very glad that 
we’re here.’’ 

I believe that these young men and 
women who are serving in Iraq are true 
American heroes. I believe that history 
will give them a name, just as they 
named my father’s generation during 
World War II. I do not know what that 
name will be, but I can assure you that 
these young men and women under-
stand the threat to our world but they 
need to know that America supports 
them and that America understands 
their mission. 

I told them stories from back home 
about a presentation at Sea World, 
about what a great job they were doing 
and about how Americans stood and 
clapped. And how in Ireland on our way 
back Marines entered that airport and 
they stood and clapped. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
PRICE of Georgia). Pursuant to clause 
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the 
House in recess until noon today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 17 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until noon. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SHIMKUS) at noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Watchmen over the Nation, awake! 
Come to attention all you, chosen by 
the people, to guard and guide the des-
tiny of the Lord’s people. Turn to the 
Lord when it is dark and you cannot 
read the shifting winds. The Lord will 
guide you from within and bring to sur-
face your deepest instincts for what is 
good and where lies lasting justice. 

You are stationed at the far corners 
of this mighty fortress that you may 
see what the people need. But your cen-
tered ground is what binds God’s people 
together and builds security and peace. 

As the Constitutional Congress of 
this Nation, you are the Lord’s own 
watchmen over the Nation. Come now, 
let us bless the Lord on this new day. 
Let us act as God’s blessing now and 
forever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING PRESIDENT PARVA-
NOV TO THE UNITED STATES 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, as we continue to wage a war 
against terrorism, I am inspired when I 
look at a vibrant young democracy 
that only recently started out on the 
road to freedom. The country of Bul-
garia existed under an oppressive Com-
munist regime for nearly 50 years, but 
now it serves as a beacon of hope for 
people throughout the world who seek 
liberty. 

Today, I am honored to welcome Bul-
garian President Georgi Parvanov to 
Capitol Hill. He is a man of great ac-
complishment and a champion of the 
Bulgarian Miracle promoting economic 
success and enhanced security. He has 
led his country to become a strategi-
cally located member of NATO, and is 
now implementing the reforms to join 
the European Union. 

We appreciate Bulgaria’s strong 
friendship which President Parvanov 
and President Bush recognized yester-
day at the White House as the warmest 
ever in the history of our diplomatic 
relations. 

Bulgarian Ambassador Elena Popto-
dorova to Washington has worked pro-
fessionally with former U.S. Ambas-
sador Jim Pardew and now Ambassador 
John Beyrle for a mutually beneficial 
partnership. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

TEMPORARY PROTECTED STATUS 
FOR PAKISTANI NATIONALS 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to appeal for temporary 
protective status for Pakistanis who 
are temporarily in our country. This 
would allow them, Mr. Speaker, to stay 
in this country for up to 18 months at 
a time when their country has experi-
enced a devastating impact from an 
earthquake. 

As we know, millions are homeless, 
scores of thousands are dead, and mil-
lions more are in need of our assist-
ance. Many of the persons who are here 
temporarily do not have homes to re-
turn to. This appeal would allow them 

to stay in this country until they will 
have an opportunity to regather them-
selves and their lives. 

Pakistan has been our ally in the war 
on terrorism. This is the right thing to 
do for the people who are here, the peo-
ple of Pakistan, and it is also the right 
thing to do because it shows the soft 
side of our power. 

f 

FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY 
(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
while all Americans have shown com-
passion for the victims of recent nat-
ural disasters, we must exercise this 
compassion in a fiscally responsible 
manner. We in Congress have an obli-
gation to respond to these natural dis-
asters, but we must not give future 
generations an IOU of billions of dol-
lars that they will have to pay off. 

How do we do this? Many of my col-
leagues have looked for savings and 
prioritizing programs, and that is a 
great start and I am sure many more 
ideas will come forward as we discuss 
this issue. We must focus our efforts 
only on spending that which is essen-
tial to the American people, just like a 
family budget. In the past we have re-
duced spending when needed, and now 
is such a time. The American tax-
payers want Congress to be fiscally re-
sponsible. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important to com-
pare the government’s budget to a fam-
ily budget, and it is simple: When you 
spend more in one area, you must find 
savings in another. My colleagues and I 
should do just that. Now let us finish 
the job and show the taxpayers that 
Congress is able to act as responsibly 
as they would in their own life. 

f 

CALLING FOR A NEW DIRECTION 
(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, I know 
we are pretty busy, so to catch every-
body up here, a few of today’s head-
lines: 

‘‘E-mail Show FEMA’s Disarray.’’ 
Documents offer a glimpse of commu-
nication breakdowns in the Federal re-
sponse to Katrina. 

‘‘Inflation Soars Largest Amount in 
15 years.’’ 

‘‘General Motors Health Care Benefit 
Cut Part Of A Trend.’’ 

‘‘Greenspan says surge in energy 
prices will act as a drag on economy.’’ 

‘‘States Protest Contributions to the 
Medicare Drug Plan.’’ The Bush admin-
istration is requiring States to pay bil-
lion of dollars to fund the new prescrip-
tion drug benefit. 

‘‘Vice President Cheney’s Office Is A 
Focus in Leak Case. Sources Cite Role 
of Feud With the CIA.’’ 

‘‘As of Monday morning, 1,957 U.S. 
servicemen had died in the war on 
Iraq.’’ 
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