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Afghani women no longer have to
fear the terrible cruelty of their past
because they now control their own fu-
ture.

With our support, these women will
continue to fan the flame of democracy
and build a brighter future.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
EMERSON). Pursuant to clause 8 of rule
XX, the Chair will postpone further
proceedings today on motions to sus-
pend the rules on which a recorded vote
or the yeas and nays are ordered, or on
which the vote is objected to under
clause 6 of rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

FLEXIBILITY FOR DISPLACED
WORKERS ACT

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3761) to provide special rules
for disaster relief employment under
the Workforce Investment Act of 1998
for individuals displaced by Hurricane
Katrina, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 3761

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Flexibility
for Displaced Workers Act”’.

SEC. 2. SPECIAL RULES FOR NATIONAL EMER-
GENCY GRANTS RELATED TO HURRI-
CANE KATRINA.

(a) USE OF GRANTS FOR PROJECTS OUTSIDE
DISASTER AREA.—Funds provided to States
that submit applications for assistance de-
scribed in section 173(a)(2) of the Workforce
Investment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2918(a)(2))
to address the effects of Hurricane Katrina
may be used to provide disaster relief em-
ployment and other assistance under section
173(d)(1) of such Act (29 U.S.C. 2918(d)(1)) on
projects that provide assistance in areas out-
side of the disaster area (as such term is de-
fined in section 173(a)(2) of such Act).

(b) EXPANDED ELIGIBILITY FOR DISASTER
RELIEF EMPLOYMENT.—Funds provided to
States that submit applications for assist-
ance described under section 173(a)(2) of the
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C.
2918(a)(2)) to address the effects of Hurricane
Katrina may be used to provide disaster re-
lief employment and other assistance under
section 173(d)(1) of such Act, or public sector
employment authorized under subsection (c)
of this Act, to individuals affected by Hurri-
cane Katrina, including those who have relo-
cated from States in which a major disaster
was declared under section 102 of the Robert
T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122) due to the ef-
fects of Hurricane Katrina, who were unem-
ployed at the time of the disaster or who are
without employment history, in addition to
individuals who are eligible for such employ-
ment under section 173(d)(2) of Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998.

(c) AUTHORIZATION FOR GENERAL PUBLIC
SECTOR EMPLOYMENT.—Funds provided to
States that submit applications for assist-
ance described in section 173(a)(2) of the
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 to address
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the effects of Hurricane Katrina may be used
to provide to eligible individuals temporary
employment by public sector entities for a
period not to exceed 6 months in addition to
disaster relief employment described in sec-
tion 173(d)(1) of such Act.

(d) EXTENSION OF THE DURATION OF DIS-
ASTER RELIEF EMPLOYMENT.—The Secretary
of Labor may extend the 6-month maximum
duration of employment under this Act and
under section 173(d) of the Workforce Invest-
ment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2918(d)) for not
more than an additional 6 months due to ex-
traordinary circumstances.

(e) PRIORITY FOR DISASTER RELIEF EMPLOY-
MENT FUNDS.—In awarding national emer-
gency grants to States under section 173(a)(2)
of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (29
U.S.C. 2918(a)(2)) to address the effects of
Hurricane Katrina by providing disaster re-
lief employment, the Secretary of Labor
shall—

(1) first, give priority to States in which
areas that have suffered major disasters (as
defined in section 102 of the Robert T. Staf-
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122)) are located; and

(2) second, give priority to the remaining
States that have been most heavily impacted
by the demand for services by workers af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina.

(f) ELIGIBILITY FOR NEEDS-RELATED PAY-
MENTS.—Funds provided to States that sub-
mit applications for assistance described in
section 173(a)(2) of the Workforce Investment
Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2918(a)(2)) to address
the effects of Hurricane Katrina may be used
to provide needs-related payments (described
in section 134(e)(3) of such Act (29 U.S.C.
2864(e)(3))) to individuals described in sub-
section (b) who do not qualify for (or have
ceased to qualify for) unemployment com-
pensation, and who are not employed on a
project described under section 173(d) of such
Act, for the purpose of enabling such individ-
uals to participate in activities described in
paragraphs (2), (3), or (4) of section 134(d) of
such Act.

(g) USE OF AVAILABLE FUNDS.—With the ap-
proval of the Secretary of Labor, any State
may use funds that remain available for ex-
penditure under any grants awarded to the
State under section 173 of the Workforce In-
vestment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2918) or under
this section, to provide any assistance au-
thorized under such section 173 or this sec-
tion, or personal protective equipment not
otherwise available through public funds or
private contributions, to assist workers af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina, including work-
ers who have relocated from areas for which
an emergency or major disaster (as defined
in section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 5122)) was declared, due to the ef-
fects of Hurricane Katrina.

(h) EXPANDED ELIGIBILITY FOR EMPLOYMENT
AND TRAINING ACTIVITIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In awarding mnational
emergency grants under section 173(a)(1) of
the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (29
U.S.C. 2918(a)(1)), the Secretary may award
such a grant to an entity to provide employ-
ment and training assistance available under
section 173(a)(1) of such Act to workers af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina, including work-
ers who have relocated from areas for which
an emergency or major disaster (as defined
in section 102 of the Robert T. Stafford Dis-
aster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
(42 U.S.C. 5122)) was declared, due to the ef-
fects of Hurricane Katrina.

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—In this subsection,
the term ‘‘entity’” means a State, a local
board (as defined in section 101 of the Work-
force Investment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2801)),
or an entity described in section 166(c) of
such Act (29 U.S.C. 2911(c)), that submits an
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application for assistance described in sec-
tion 173(a)(1) of the Workforce Investment
Act of 1998 to address the effects of Hurri-
cane Katrina.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.

(a) MOBILE ONE-STOP CENTERS.—It is the
sense of Congress that States that operate
mobile one-stop centers, established as part
of one-stop delivery systems authorized
under subtitle B of title I of the Workforce
Investment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C. 2811 et seq.)
should, where possible, make such centers
available for use in the areas affected by
Hurricane Katrina, and areas where large
numbers of workers affected by Hurricane
Katrina have been relocated.

(b) EXPANDED OPERATIONAL HOURS.—It is
the sense of Congress that one-stop operators
(as such term is defined in section 101 of the
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (29 U.S.C.
2801) should increase access for workers af-
fected by Hurricane Katrina to the one-stop
delivery systems authorized under subtitle B
of title I of such Act, including through the
implementation of expanded operational
hours at one-stop centers and on-site serv-
ices for individuals in temporary housing lo-
cations.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY) and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE
MILLER) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Louisiana (Mr. BOUSTANY).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 3761.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 3761, the Flexibility for
Displaced Workers Act, which I spon-
sored, to provide critical assistance for
workers affected by Hurricane Katrina.

The bill creates new uses for the Na-
tional Emergency Grant Disaster Re-
lief Employment Assistance Program,
which is part of the Workforce Invest-
ment Act, to address unique needs cre-
ated by Hurricane Katrina damage.

The Department of Labor has already
awarded $191 million in disaster relief
grants to the States affected by Hurri-
cane Katrina, including $62 million to
my home State of Louisiana. These
funds can already be used to hire dis-
located workers, long-term unem-
ployed individuals, individuals laid off
as a result of the disaster for jobs that
will aid in the recovery of the gulf
coast. These jobs include projects that
provide humanitarian assistance for
disaster victims and projects that aid
in the repair, renovation, and recon-
struction of facilities and lands located
in the affected area.

The grants also may be used for
training activities, which is especially
critical for our residents who may need
employment in new industries.
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