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The House met at 10 a.m.

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Lord God, source of inalienable
rights and savior and protector of Your
people, as the Nation is deeply moved
to compassion for the people of the gulf
coast region, the President of the
United States has issued a proclama-
tion: Tomorrow, Friday, September 16,
2005, will be considered a National Day
of Prayer and Remembrance for the
victims of Hurricane Katrina.

Lord, we pray that Members of Con-
gress, laying all political persuasion
aside, will gather with their people
over this coming weekend and be pray-
erfully united with those who have
died, those who grieve over so many
losses, and all who suffer because of
this tragic event which has touched the
soul of the South, so rich in spirituals,
music, history, and gifted writers.

May You be praised, Lord, by all who
gather this weekend in mosques, syna-
gogues, churches, and homes to hon-
estly pray for their brothers and sisters
in need. May You be glorified in their
glorious response of contributors of
goods, money, and service, and by so
many volunteers who wish to come to
their aid.

May Your Holy Name be revered
these days and for years to come by the
perseverance of Americans, united to
alleviate the suffering and build a fu-
ture for the poor, the homeless, the
jobless, and the widow and orphan.

This we pray now and forever. Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MURPHY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment a concurrent resolution of
the House of the following title:

H. Con Res. 67. Concurrent resolution hon-
oring the soldiers of the Army’s Black Corps
of Engineers for their contributions in con-
structing the Alaska-Canada highway during
World War II and recognizing the importance
of these contributions to the subsequent in-
tegration of the military.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain five requests for 1-minutes on each
side.

————
HURRICANE KATRINA

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1

minute.)
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, many people
have spent time since Hurricane

Katrina devastated the gulf coast at-
tempting to place blame on various
agencies and elected officials. I would
like to take a moment to focus instead
on the positive developments that are
occurring down there. Day by day, we
are seeing improvements, both big and
small.

After Katrina, 80 percent of New Or-
leans was covered in water; now the
flood waters have receded to 30 percent

and are continuing to recede. Over the
weekend, trash collection began in the
city, and those who remained behind
are already cleaning up their neighbor-
hoods.

In Biloxi, Mississippi, the harbor
opened for the first time since Katrina
hit. The Coast Guard is now allowing
limited commercial traffic, an impor-
tant step in the recovery of the region.
Utility companies are now reporting
that around 131,000 homes and busi-
nesses are still without power, down
from over 800,000.

I am hopeful that some of the other
side of the aisle will set aside their par-
tisan barbs and start focusing on the
progress that is being made. Finger-
pointing does not help the families who
lost their homes or loved ones.

——————

INTRODUCING THE DISASTER
PREPARATION AND LOCAL AC-
TION NOW ACT OF 2005

(Mrs. CAPPS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, Hurricane
Katrina highlights the need for dis-
aster preparedness. Across the country,
everyone is asking: Are we prepared?

Every level of government is reexam-
ining how we can make our commu-
nities more disaster resistant. In
James Lee Witt’s FEMA, we had a tool
to make that happen: Project Impact.
This proven program brought together
local leaders, citizens, and businesses
to prepare for and protect themselves
against the worst that nature could
throw at them; and at the Federal level
funding worked to leverage support
from private sources, multiplying their
effectiveness.

Unfortunately, this administration
unwisely tossed aside Project Impact
and broke a model that had worked so
well. Today, I will introduce legisla-
tion to bring Project Impact back to
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life. The Disaster Plan Act will reau-
thorize FEMA’s predisaster mitigation
grant program. None of us can stop
natural disasters from happening, but
we can and we must be prepared for
what happens when a disaster occurs.
Project Impact was a program that
worked in a FEMA that worked, and
now we need to bring it back.

———

SAVING LIVES AND DOLLARS IN
HEALTH CARE

(Mr. MURPHY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. Speaker, each
week I come before Congress to remind
my colleagues of areas of health care
where we can save lives and money.
This week I want to mention that
timely prenatal care, or medical care
for women before pregnancy, can also
save lives and money. One million
American women deliver babies annu-
ally without receiving prenatal care,
and in the United States more than
250,000 low birth weight infants are
born each year who may subsequently
have higher risk for various handicaps,
heart defects, respiratory illnesses, et
cetera. Women who are diabetic or are
depressed have higher risk for this. The
average costs in investing to help save
these risks can save us between $1 and
$4 when providing prenatal care and re-
ducing neonatal intensive care costs
later. It is a good investment for Amer-
ica to continue, and public-private
partnerships are a way of continuing to
do this.

I recommend Congress continue to
look favorably on funding those pro-
grams that help provide prenatal care
to continue to save lives and money.

For further information, I suggest
my colleagues go to my Web site, mur-
phy.house.gov, to learn about this and
other ways that we can save lives and
dollars in health care costs.

——————

CALLING FOR A BIPARTISAN
COMMISSION ON KATRINA

(Mr. EMANUEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina, the finger-
pointing continues. Today’s New York
Times reports on its interview with
former FEMA head Michael Brown. In
the interview, Mr. Brown blames Lou-
isiana’s Governor and Homeland Secu-
rity Director Chertoff for inaction in
responding to the crisis.

Mr. Brown’s statements can probably
be discounted as the words of a dis-
graced individual trying to save face,
but the facts speak for themselves:
government at all levels failed in the
wake of Katrina’s devastation. A
KnightRidder story makes it clear
based on a 2003 Presidential directive
that Homeland Security Director
Chertoff is the line authority for nat-
ural disasters, yet for 36 hours he was
nowhere to be found.
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Questions need to be answered, not to
fix blame but to fix a problem. For ex-
ample, how were Mr. Brown and his po-
litical deputies, all with no experience
in disaster response, appointed as head
of FEMA? Why did it take so long to
get food and water to New Orleans? To
answer them, this body should create a
bipartisan commission of experts to in-
vestigate the failures and flaws in the
system just like we did during 9/11, just
like we did during Pearl Harbor.

Mr. Speaker, hundreds died. Tens of
thousands have lost everything. Bil-
lions will be spent rebuilding the infra-
structure. The stakes are simply too
high to not know what went wrong.
Americans do not want Pollyannish
speeches or a whitewash. They want
answers and results. Mr. Speaker, we
need a bipartisan 9/11-style commission
not only to find out what went wrong
but to give us recommendations to fix
the problem.

————————

CONFIRM JUDGE ROBERTS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, yesterday a
judge in San Francisco ruled the
Pledge of Allegiance, which we just
said, is unconstitutional. Again, it is
disturbing how a judge can strike down
a voluntary act of patriotic expression.
Any reading of the founding documents
reveals that the first amendment was
written to guarantee the right of ex-
pression. That should allow for public
displays and proper expressions of faith
in the public square. It also certainly
allows for voluntary expressions of pa-
triotism. But certain judges are ignor-
ing it.

The Constitution established the ju-
diciary as a coequal branch of govern-
ment, not as the final and supreme au-
thority. The hearings on Judge Rob-
erts’ nomination to the Supreme Court
underscore the importance of con-
firming judges who understand this. We
must maintain the proper checks and
balances which our Founders designed.
It is time for Congress and the Presi-
dent to stand up to the courts which
have seized so much power to them-
selves. Ultimately, the survival of our
constitutional Republic will depend on
it.

———
CALLING FOR INDEPENDENT COM-

MISSION REGARDING HURRICANE

KATRINA

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, the House today is going to
vote to create a special congressional
committee on preparedness and re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina. My ques-
tion is, why do we need a special com-
mittee? That is our job, anyway. We
have a lot of committees in the House
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that are supposed to be doing that
every day all year.

What we need to do is see what hap-
pened. Let us have an independent
commission to check both the execu-
tive branch’s response and also the
congressional branch. We need some-
body to come from the outside and
check both our test and our homework.
Let us not have a sham or a whitewash.

————

SCHOOLYARD FIGHT OVER THE
LADY NAMED KATRINA

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, a fight broke
out in one of the public high schools in
Houston, Texas, this week between nu-
merous recent evacuees from Louisiana
and students from the Texas high
school. Several were arrested. The ten-
sion and energy between the ‘‘dis-
placed’ and the ‘‘hometowners’ should
be channeled in a productive way. As a
former judge in Houston, I believe
these culprits should be held account-
able for their attitudes and their atti-
tudes need to be adjusted.

At the end of class on Friday, the
Louisiana kids should be put back on a
yellow school bus and sent back to New
Orleans to spend the weekend cleaning
up their hometown from the mess left
by Katrina. The Texas students should
spend the weekend at the Astrodome
helping the thousands of volunteers in
the relief effort. Then when both sides
arrive back at school on Monday morn-
ing, they should have a different atti-
tude about cooperation.

The schoolyard fight is similar to
those here in the Capitol who gripe,
complain, moan and groan and put
blame on others for the Katrina dis-
aster, but do nothing personally to
help. Cease the fighting words and
rhetoric and get on with the rebuild-
ing, refurbishing, and renewal of our
Nation.

——
7 1015

NEED TO CREATE AN INDE-
PENDENT COMMISSION TO EX-
AMINE HURRICANE KATRINA

(Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California.
Mr. Speaker, later today the House will
have under consideration legislation to
create a select bipartisan committee to
investigate the preparation and re-
sponse to Hurricane Katrina. This
would be a good commission if, in fact,
it was bipartisan. But it is not bipar-
tisan in the sense that both parties do
not have equal access to the informa-
tion or subpoena power or equal num-
bers on the committee to do the inves-
tigation.

Therefore, what we really need is a 9/
11-type commission. The public over-
whelmingly supports a 9/11 commis-
sion, an independent commission to
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look at what the failures were that led
to the devastation of Hurricane
Katrina, an independent commission
that can look at the administration,
can look at the Congress of the United
States, because both bodies, both enti-
ties, made decisions.

The Republican leadership in the ad-
ministration, the Republican leader-
ship in the Congress made decisions
about resources, about talent, about
personnel, about the deployments and
all of the rest of this.

The idea now that they can come and
investigate themselves, and they alone
can hold the subpoena power, is a hor-
rible mistake on behalf of the victims
of Katrina and the American people. It
should be rejected, and we should have
a 9/11-type commission.

———

RECOGNIZING THE PHILAN-
THROPIST MRS. PAT SEAMANS
WALKER

(Mr. BOOZMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize one of Arkansas’
most generous philanthropists, Mrs.
Pat Seamans Walker.

Next week, Pat will be presented
with the prestigious Arkansas Chil-
dren’s Award. There is good reason Pat
is receiving this honor. Since Pat and
her late husband Willard founded the
Willard and Pat Walker Foundation in
1986, she has made it her goal to im-
prove the quality of life in commu-
nities across Arkansas.

It is impossible to list all of the do-
nations that the Walkers have made
over the years in the short amount of
time allotted to me. I would, however,
like to give my colleagues a brief de-
scription of Pat’s generosity.

Over the years, her foundation has
given millions to educational institu-
tions in Arkansas, millions to health
care research and community health
care centers in Arkansas, and hundreds
of thousands of dollars to community
libraries in the Third District of Ar-
kansas.

Mr. Speaker, the examples that I
have given are just a few of Pat Sea-
mans Walker’s gifts to Arkansas. Ar-
kansas is extremely appreciative of her
generosity. She certainly deserves this
prestigious award, and I congratulate
her on this honor.

COMMUNICATION FROM LEGISLA-
TIVE ASSISTANT OF HON. WIL-
LIAM J. JEFFERSON, MEMBER
OF CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from Angelle
Kwemo, Legislative Assistant of the
Honorable WILLIAM J. JEFFERSON,
Member of Congress:
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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
September 12, 2005.
Hon. J. HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: This is to notify you
formally, pursuant to Rule VIII of the Rules
of the House of Representatives that I have
been served with a grand jury subpoena for
testimony issued by the U.S. District Court
for the Eastern District of Virginia.

I have determined that compliance with
the subpoena is consistent with the prece-
dents and privileges of the House.

Sincerely,
ANGELLE KWEMO,
Legislative Assistant.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 889, COAST GUARD AND
MARITIME TRANSPORTATION
ACT OF 2005

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 440 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 440

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 889) to author-
ize appropriations for the Coast Guard for
fiscal year 2006, to make technical correc-
tions to various laws administered by the
Coast Guard, and for other purposes. The
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived. General debate
shall be confined to the bill and shall not ex-
ceed one hour equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking minority mem-
ber of the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure. After general debate the bill
shall be considered for amendment under the
five-minute rule. It shall be in order to con-
sider as an original bill for the purpose of
amendment under the five-minute rule the
amendment in the nature of a substitute rec-
ommended by the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure now printed in the
bill. The committee amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute shall be considered by
title rather than by section. Each title shall
be considered as read. All points of order
against the committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute are waived. Notwith-
standing clause 11 of rule XVIII, no amend-
ment to the committee amendment in the
nature of a substitute shall be in order ex-
cept those printed in the portion of the Con-
gressional Record designated for that pur-
pose in clause 8 of rule XVIII and except pro
forma amendments for the purpose of debate.
Each amendment so printed may be offered
only by the Member who caused it to be
printed or his designee and shall be consid-
ered as read. At the conclusion of consider-
ation of the bill for amendment the Com-
mittee shall rise and report the bill to the
House with such amendments as may have
been adopted. Any Member may demand a
separate vote in the House on any amend-
ment adopted in the Committee of the Whole
to the bill or to the committee amendment
in the nature of a substitute. The previous
question shall be considered as ordered on
the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.
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SEC. 2. It shall be in order at any time on
the legislative day of Thursday, September
15, 2005, for the Speaker to entertain a mo-
tion that the House suspend the rules relat-
ing to the bill H.R. 3768.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from West Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO) is recognized for 1 hour.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending
which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

Mr. Speaker, House Resolution 440 is
a modified open rule that provides for
full consideration of H.R. 889, the Coast
Guard and Maritime Security Act of
2005.

The rule provides 1 hour of general
debate equally divided and controlled
by the chairman and ranking member
of the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure. The rule waives all
points of order against consideration of
the bill and makes in order only those
amendments that are preprinted in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD or are pro
forma amendments for the purpose of
debate.

H.R. 889 was reported by voice vote
from the Committee on Transportation
on May 17, 2005. The bill provides for
the reauthorization of Coast Guard ac-
tivities for the coming fiscal year.

H.R. 889 has the strong bipartisan
support from members of the Transpor-
tation Committee, and I want to thank
the gentleman from Alaska (Mr.
YouNG) and the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. OBERSTAR) for again bring-
ing legislation to the floor that has
support from both sides of the aisle.

The Coast Guard is critical to our de-
fense against terrorism and our re-
sponse to natural disasters. Along the
gulf coast, the Coast Guard rescued
thousands of people from flooded areas
in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.
Many of these people were saved in dar-
ing rescue attempts from rooftops or
trees.

We all mourn the loss of life caused
by Hurricane Katrina, and we do not
yet know what the final death toll will
be. It is clear, however, that the loss of
life would have been much greater
without the heroic efforts of the U.S.
Coast Guard.

The U.S. Coast Guard has the pri-
mary responsibility of securing ports
from our oceans to inland rivers and
has the job of providing maritime secu-
rity across the country. Given the
added responsibility of the Coast Guard
in the post-September-11 world, we
must ensure that the agency has the
adequate personnel to maintain their
readiness for both homeland security
and for response to natural disasters.

It is clear that the Coast Guard faces
many challenges in the homeland secu-
rity and rescue missions. The GAO
noted earlier this year that some sta-
tions need additional boats or staff to
meet Coast Guard readiness standards
and goals.



H7964

This legislation maintains a force of
45,500 personnel and authorizes funding
for Integrated Deepwater Systems and
for sustaining legacy vessels. The bill
also requires a report to Congress on
the implementation of the Integrated
Deepwater Program that is modern-
izing the Coast Guard’s fleet. These ac-
tions will allow the Coast Guard to
continue to meet its mission to protect
the public and our economic interests
in the Nation’s ports and waterways.

I would like to thank the Coast
Guard and all of the many members of
the Coast Guard, retirees and volun-
teers who have worked with the Coast
Guard in heroic efforts surrounding
Hurricane Katrina. Their ongoing ef-
forts and their ongoing energy that is
providing the ability to rebuild and re-
fortify that wonderful part of our coun-
try are to be congratulated.

I would like to thank the leaders of
the Transportation and Infrastructure
Committee for bringing this legislation
to the floor and hope that my col-
leagues will join me in support for the
rule and the underlying bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of

my time.
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman

from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) for
yielding me the time, and I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise today in support of the Coast
Guard reauthorizion bill. As my col-
league previously noted, the rule per-
mits Members who preprinted their
amendments in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD to offer those amendments. I
appreciate that this opportunity was
afforded to Members.

I am, nevertheless, disappointed that
the preprinting of amendments was
even required. Despite the majority’s
claims, this legislative procedure
which they call open is actually re-
stricted. It is not an open rule because
every Member is not permitted to offer
any germane amendment.

Mr. Speaker, first established in 1915,
the Coast Guard is responsible for pa-
trolling the more than 12,400 miles of
coastline in the United States. Nearly
2,000 of these miles are located in my
home State of Florida.

Today, the more than 100,000 active
personnel, reservists, civilian and vol-
unteer members of the Coast Guard
auxiliary are America’s front line
guarding our seas, shores, ports and
borders. In South Florida, the auxil-
iary volunteers play a critical role in
promoting boating safety and aware-
ness in our communities. They assist
in search and rescue operations and
work every day to make South Florida
the recreation hotspot that it is.

The underlying legislation authorizes
$8.7 billion for the programs of the
Coast Guard in fiscal year 2006. This in-
cludes some $1.6 billion for its Inte-
grated Deepwater System to assist the
Coast Guard to upgrade an aging fleet
of ships and aircraft and improve the
technologies it utilizes.

With three major international ship-
ping and cruise ports located within
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just miles of my district, the Deep-
water System is critically important
to Coast Guard operations in Florida
and elsewhere.

The Coast Guard works tirelessly to
protect the ships and individuals who
utilize our ports in this Nation and in
my district, Port Everglades, Palm
Beach and Miami and Dania.

I am pleased that the committee has
determined this program worthy of
such critical funding, and I express my
hope that the Committee on Appropria-
tions will fund IDS at its authorized
level.

The authorization bill also permits
the Coast Guard to establish Naval
Vessel Protection Zones offshore, and
it increases the number of active duty
personnel in the Coast Guard to 45,500.
The bill also doubles the duration of
time that Coast Guard Reservists may
be called up to active duty from 60 to
120 days over a l-year period.

While the increase in active per-
sonnel is certainly needed so that the
Coast Guard can continue to accom-
plish its mission, the change highlights
a growing problem facing our Armed
Forces. That is, America’s all-volun-
teer military has become increasingly
dependent upon the extended call-ups
of Reserves.

The war in Iraq has indeed made re-
cruiting more difficult for our armed
services, but so have the diminishing
benefits and pay we offer to our sol-
diers and the health care services we
extend to our veterans. This Congress,
s0 quick to wrap itself in the American
flag, continues to underpay our sol-
diers and shortchange our veterans.
With a track record like this, who can
blame a soldier for not re-enlisting and
a veteran who questions her country’s
commitment to her well-being now
that she is out of the military?

O 1030

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of this body, I
thank the Coast Guard, as I am sure all
of our colleagues do, for its service and
commitment to the security of our
great Nation. I am proud to offer my
support for the Coast Guard and the
underlying legislation.

Before ending, Mr. Speaker, I do
want to make mention that during this
time of great division and nastiness in
Congress, it is commendable that the
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure was able to work in a
truly bipartisan fashion. While our fel-
low citizens in the gulf States begin to
rebuild their lives, they should take
note of the bipartisanship and coopera-
tion that went into crafting the under-
lying legislation.

As the author of legislation estab-
lishing an independent commission to
evaluate the Federal, State and local
governments’ responses to Hurricane
Katrina and with the support of more
than 150 Members of this body and 75
percent of the American people, at
least in one poll, it had been my hope
that a similar willingness would have
existed amongst my majority col-
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leagues to address that issue. Unfortu-
nately, as the American people have
learned in the past 2 weeks and will
find out again later this morning, no
such willingness exists.

We can come together today and cre-
ate an independent, bipartisan Katrina
Commission with an equal number of
Republicans and Democrats on it who
will not be subject to political influ-
ence and partisanship. I implore my
Republican colleagues to rise above the
rancor in this body, follow the example
set today by the chairman and ranking
member of the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure and estab-
lish an independent Katrina Commis-
sion.

The majority’s unwillingness to es-
tablish such a commission will leave us
woefully incapable of reforming our
current disaster preparedness and re-
sponse programs. If the last 5 years
have taught us anything, it is that this
Congress is unwilling to police itself or
this administration. The only viable
option is an independent commission.

In support of the Coast Guard, I ask
that all of us look at the extraordinary
work that they are doing and have
done in the gulf coast region. We must
know that every time one of those heli-
copters lifts and rescues victims from
this awful tragedy that the time for
that propeller is running out and these
are already aging crafts. It is critical
that we allow the Coast Guard the suf-
ficient funding in order that they may
revamp, restore, rehabilitate, and pur-
chase the appropriate equipment to pa-
trol our Nation’s shores.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
DELAHUNT).

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, I
thank my friend from Florida for yield-
ing me time.

Mr. Speaker, in the course of a nor-
mal year, the Coast Guard rescues 5,000
people. In the last 16 days they have
saved more than 33,000 lives. We have
all marveled at the daring rooftop res-
cues, the heroism, the professionalism
that they have demonstrated.

Since Hurricane Katrina hit the gulf
coast, the men and women of the Coast
Guard have been working backbreaking
long hours, pushing themselves and
their equipment to operational limits.
In some cases they have used sledge
hammers and axes to break through
rooftops to rescue trapped residents.
They have been delivering food, water,
and medicine to those in need. They
have responded to 284 fuel spills. And
the Coast Guard’s chief of staff, Thad
Allen, has brought much needed order
and structure to the relief efforts. It
has truly been one of the Coast Guard’s
finest hours, and all America is pro-
foundly grateful.

What Americans do not know is that
even before the destructive power of
Katrina hit the gulf coast, the Coast
Guard had pre-positioned a number of
aircraft and ships in the area ready to
launch search and rescue efforts as
soon as the weather cleared. In fact,
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the very first rescue occurred when the
eye of the storm passed over the re-
gion, and it happens that that first res-
cue was from a helicopter based at Air
Station Cape Cod in my district, and I
am proud.

The Coast Guard was ready. But also
what most Americans do not realize is
that the Coast Guard operates the sec-
ond oldest naval fleet in the world.
Their ships and planes are so old they
are euphemistically described as ‘‘leg-
acy assets.” Many of these legacy as-
sets are riddled with structural defects,
putting Coast Guard personnel and the
people who call on them for help at
risk, like the nine crew members
aboard the cutter Storis that was built
in 1942 who were nearly killed when the
davit lowering their lifeboat ripped
away from the steel superstructure,
crashing them into the frigid Bering
Sea. The rescuers, in fact, had to be
rescued.

Remember last year the Coast
Guard’s main search and rescue heli-
copter, the Jayhawk, experienced in-
flight engine failures at a rate of 329
mishaps per 100,000 flight hours. The
FAA-acceptable standards is one per
100,000 flight hours. These failures
limit the JAYHAWK’s ability to hover
and place the lives of its crew, pas-
sengers, and those below in grave dan-
ger. The same helicopters are flying
over the skies of the gulf coast right
now.

The indisputable fact is that the de-
mands on the Coast Guard have vastly
outpaced its resources, and that is why
it is incredibly important that we ac-
celerate the Deepwater program and
encourage the purchase of additional
cutters and aircraft, as my friend from
Florida has indicated.

As negotiations on the conference re-
port for the homeland security appro-
priations bill continue, I implore our
colleagues to bear this in mind and do
all that they can do to give the Coast
Guard the financial resources it needs
to speed up, accelerate the Deepwater
program.

It is essential if the Coast Guard is to
continue to honor their motto of
“Semper Paratus.”

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Mr. Speaker, the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. DELAHUNT) put it
so well when he indicated that the
Coast Guard is overburdened and
underprepared. It is our responsibility
to ensure that we do better.

On the scale of our armed services,
the Coast Guard is always an after-
thought, it seems, when it comes to re-
sources. But in terms of what they do
immediately with reference to the
12,000 miles of shores that they patrol,
it is critical that we have clear under-
standing of their needs.

I have been on Coast Guard cutters,
as have many of my colleagues. I have
seen them in their rescue operations
for persons who are not even American
citizens, risking their lives and some-
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times suffering loss themselves trying
to ensure that others are protected in a
proper manner. They do an outstanding
job and their Deepwater program will
help them to do an even better job than
they are doing. It is not fair to send
people up in aircraft that are legend re-
lated in terms of their age and usage.

It is critical that we pass this meas-
ure, and I believe that it will pass over-
whelmingly; and I hope that the future
of the Deepwater program will be ap-
propriately funded by this Congress so
that the Coast Guard will have in its
possession the necessary personnel and
material in order to do the job to keep
this Nation safe.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of my col-
leagues to support this fair rule and
the bipartisan legislation which pro-
vides critical funding to improve our
Nation’s coasts and ports.

I think it is very timely that we are
addressing this legislation today be-
cause the Coast Guard has done an ex-
emplary job in rescuing the many vic-
tims of Hurricane Katrina; and we need
to ensure, as my colleague has said,
that they have the necessary resources
to continue their mission.

I believe all Members should be able
to support this rule and the underlying
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time, and I move the previous
question on the resolution.

The previous question was ordered.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H. RES. 437, ESTABLISHING

THE SELECT BIPARTISAN COM-
MITTEE TO INVESTIGATE THE
PREPARATION FOR AND RE-
SPONSE TO HURRICANE
KATRINA

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 439 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 439

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this
resolution it shall be in order without inter-
vention of any point of order to consider in
the House the resolution (H. Res. 437) to es-
tablish the Select Bipartisan Committee to
Investigate the Preparation for and Response
to Hurricane Katrina. The resolution shall
be considered as read. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the resolu-
tion to final adoption without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chairman and
ranking minority member of the Committee
on Rules; and (2) one motion to recommit
which may not contain instructions.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHoOD). The gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. DREIER) is recognized for 1
hour.
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Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from Rochester, New York (Ms.
SLAUGHTER), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, House
Resolution 439 is a closed rule pro-
viding for 1 hour of debate for consider-
ation of H. Res. 437, a resolution estab-
lishing a select bipartisan committee
to investigate the preparation for and
response to Hurricane Katrina.

The rule waives all points of order
against consideration of the bill and
provides one motion to recommit
which may not contain instructions.

Mr. Speaker, the human suffering
and physical damage wrought by Hurri-
cane Katrina is heart-wrenching and
overwhelming. We all know that very
well. Lives have been lost and up-
rooted. Families are separated without
homes and without jobs.

Our initial focus has been on restor-
ing hope and rebuilding community on
the gulf coast. With great urgency Con-
gress came together and with virtual
unanimity passed legislation to fund
the very important relief efforts. Over
$60 billion has been appropriated so far.
Also critical has been the outpouring
of support and generosity from fellow
Americans and very importantly from
94 countries around the world. From
small businesses to large corporations,
people are pitching in.

That said, as President Bush has
stated, there were aspects of the imme-
diate response to Hurricane Katrina
that were not acceptable. He said that
this week, and I am sure that it will be
made clear in the remarks that he
gives to the Nation this evening.

Already we have seen the head of the
Federal Emergency Management Agen-
cy resign. Clearly, many lessons are to
be learned from what has happened. As
debris is removed, water recedes and
homes are rebuilt, we in Congress must
now assume our very serious and con-
sequential constitutional oversight
role of the executive branch and Fed-
eral agencies so that we can find out
exactly what went wrong and what
went right in the early response to
Hurricane Katrina.

[ 1045

We need to get to the bottom of what
happened, when it happened and why it
happened.

Mr. Speaker, to fulfill our oversight
responsibility, we are following prece-
dent and honoring tradition by cre-
ating a bipartisan select committee to
look at the response of the government
to Hurricane Katrina. This select com-
mittee will allow us to take a sober, se-
rious, nonpartisan look at the develop-
ment, coordination and execution of re-
lief by State, local and Federal au-
thorities.
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At the same time, we must take
great care not to interfere with the on-
going Hurricane Katrina recovery ef-
forts. Critical personnel are still on the
ground and actively involved in a time-
sensitive, decision-making process.
Congress can help uncover a better way
forward, but it should not disrupt the
progress that is being made at this mo-
ment.

Mr. Speaker, this rule serves as the
most practical vehicle by which to con-
sider this critically important legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues to support
the rule and the underlying legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, President
Bush said that he took responsibility
for the recent failure of the Federal
Government to fulfill its ultimate duty
of saving the lives of its own people
within its own borders.

But what does responsibility mean?
If it means anything, it means the sin-
cere concern for what has happened
under his watch. It means stopping at
nothing to find out why a Nation led by
officials who claim to care about keep-
ing Americans safe presided over a re-
covery effort which left behind so
many innocent men, women and chil-
dren as they were crying out for help.
It means caring about the truth, and it
means putting people before politics.

Today, this Congress has to offer the
American people its own definition of
responsibility. The appalling aftermath
of Hurricane Katrina, which swept over
citizens from Louisiana to Alabama to
Mississippi, was the product of a com-
bination of failures: failures of plan-
ning, failures of execution, failures of
accountability. It is the responsibility
of this body to examine why our Fed-
eral Government was behind so many
of those failures.

There is only one way to do this and
only one path the public will respect,
only one route to producing real an-
swers to real questions which the
American people will trust. We need a
9/11-type commission for Hurricane
Katrina. The 9/11 Commission was our
government’s response to the tragedy
of September 11, 2001; and after an ex-
haustive study, it produced a report
that was trusted by the American peo-
ple and by the members of our govern-
ment.

This trust was earned. The 9/11 Com-
mission was not beholden to any inter-
ests besides those of its own integrity
and the good of the country.

This honorable response to the trag-
edy of September 11 puts to shame
what has been proposed today in the
wake of Hurricane Katrina. What was
perhaps our Federal Government’s
greatest failure to date to defend life
at home is being met with a failure of
leadership and openness and honesty in
this Chamber today.

The Republican leadership of the
House and Senate has called for the
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creation of an overtly partisan con-
gressional committee to investigate
the government’s pre- and post-Katrina
actions. They have specified that it
would be a committee appointed by Re-
publicans, with a Republican majority.
They would give Republicans control of
every aspect of the proceedings, and
they alone would control who would be
subpoenaed. They alone would control
which documents could be examined,
and they alone would control the scope
of the investigation. They would have
the power to take the investigation in
any direction they chose, with no
checks, no balances and no incentives
to get real answers. They have nomi-
nated the fox to guard the hen house.

Mr. Speaker, I do not object to such
a plan because Republicans would be in
control as opposed to Democrats. I ob-
ject to it because it is the Republican
Party which controls the levers of gov-
ernment and, as such, manages FEMA
and the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity and every other Federal institu-
tion which must be examined.

The conflicts of interest that are
present are so obvious that it is incred-
ible anyone would deny them, but the
members of the majority do not only
do this, but they put forth one jus-
tification after another for their plan,
each one less convincing than the one
before it. They tell us that the struc-
ture of the committee is based on
precedent and cite the bipartisan com-
mission which investigated the Iran-
Contra affair as evidence of this. Never
mind that in that situation a Repub-
lican President was being investigated
by a Democratically controlled com-
mittee, eliminating the political pres-
sure to sweep truths under the rug.

Last night, in the Committee on
Rules, they told us, rather incredibly,
that nobody is better to evaluate in
this body than its own Members. But
the American people do not believe
that. After all, accountability has not
exactly been the hallmark of this Re-
publican leadership.

This majority did not investigate
those who concealed the Department of
Health and Human Services’ real esti-
mate of how much the 2003 Medicare
legislation that we passed would cost.
It did not investigate the role of top
Bush campaign contributors in writing
Vice President CHENEY’s energy plan.
It did not investigate the Valerie
Plame scandal. It did not investigate
what led to our dehumanizing and
shameful treatment of detainees at
Guantanamo Bay in Cuba and Abu
Ghraib in Iraq.

Why did these investigations not
take place? The majority has no an-
swer, except promising to us that this
time things will be different.

Last night, the chairman did offer his
personal assurances again and again
that the commission would allow the
Democrats to ask questions. It prob-
ably never occurred to us that we
would not have been able to do that,
but this is ultimately a promise that
he cannot keep.
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Only allowing a hand-picked group of
witnesses to be questioned prejudices
the investigation before it has even
begun. If a true interest in a fair, open,
thorough and independent investiga-
tion runs that deep with my Repub-
lican colleagues, why not just create
the independent panel?

That is the central question I have
for my colleagues today. Why will you
not support the creation of an inde-
pendent commission? What are you
afraid of? The American people clearly
had faith in the 9/11 Commission model.
Why do you not?

A commission controlled by the poli-
ticians of one party charged with in-
vestigating itself will face tremendous
internal political pressure to eliminate
embarrassing truths from the public
eye, to defer blame and to hide facts.
That is the fundamental truth, because
we all know how politics works.

Politics, by the way, is exactly why
those recent scandals I just mentioned
were never investigated.

Is the creation of an independent
commission an abdication of our re-
sponsibility? Absolutely not. In fact,
exactly the opposite is the case. If we
intentionally create a partisan, polit-
ical investigation, that, Mr. Speaker,
would be an abdication of our respon-
sibilities.

The American people need answers,
they need true accountability, and the
only way that we can live up to our re-
sponsibility and give them answers
they can trust is through an inde-
pendent commission.

The public already overwhelmingly
supports the creation of such an inde-
pendent commission by 76 percent, and
over 160 Members of this body, rep-
resenting more than 100 million of our
Nation’s people, have already sup-
ported the creation of such a commis-
sion through a substitute resolution by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS), my colleague. Its findings
would not just help us to prevent an-
other terrible disaster from taking
place, they would also help our govern-
ment to regain its credibility in the
eyes of the public.

A Newsweek poll from earlier this
week found that fully 57 percent of the
general population has doubts that
government officials will respond well
the next time a disaster strikes. Those
doubts would not be reduced until peo-
ple believe that a real, independent in-
vestigation of Katrina has taken place.
But the findings of the congressional
commission being proposed by the Re-
publican leadership will be forever
tainted by the pervasive public belief
that details were overlooked or truths
hidden for political reasons. We have
plenty of evidence to believe that.

Mr. Speaker, 2 weeks ago, our gov-
ernment missed an opportunity to rise
to the occasion when it was sorely
needed. The consequences were worse
than we could have imagined. We can-
not afford to miss another opportunity
here today, and we object to the fact
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that this resolution is titled ‘‘bipar-
tisan commission” because, truly,
there will not be one.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

As I prepare to yield to my friend
from Charleston, let me just say that
the short answer to the question posed
by my friend from Rochester about
why it is we would not establish a com-
mission, it is very clear. Article 1, sec-
tion 8 of the Constitution states it,
that we have to do our job. We have the
responsibility to deal with this issue.

There are very important questions
that have been raised by Democrats
and Republicans and people from the
outside community; and we, as the rep-
resentatives of the people, have the re-
sponsibility to get to the bottom of
this. That is what the establishment of
this bipartisan committee is, in fact,
going to do.

Mr. Speaker, I am happy to yield 2
minutes to the gentlewoman from
Charleston, West  Virginia (Mrs.
CAPITO), my very good friend and hard-
working member of the Committee on
Rules.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of the creation of a se-
lect bipartisan committee to inves-
tigate the preparation for and response
to Hurricane Katrina.

As representatives, we are elected by
the American people, and it is our duty
to ensure that the numerous Federal
agencies of which we have oversight
and that we fund on an annual basis
serve the taxpayers efficiently and ef-
fectively, and I think from the images
that we have seen and from the reports
from that area of the country, we have
had serious problems.

This is a job best performed by the
elected leaders of the United States.
We are charged with the responsibility
of oversight. We can be trusted by our
constituents to find the truth.

To those who are critical of the
makeup of this committee, I say to
them, the United States Congress has
responded in similar fashion 41 times,
most recently with the formation of
the Select Committee on Homeland Se-
curity in 2002 and 2003.

Mr. Speaker, we must form this bi-
partisan committee quickly so that the
Members from both sides of the aisle
can begin the vital task of finding the
problems that plagued the response to
Hurricane Katrina on the local, State
and Federal levels. If we fail to act ex-
peditiously and devolve into finger
pointing and bickering, we are putting
other areas of our Nation at greater
risk. Mother Nature will not wait for
the United States Congress to act.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), a
member of the Committee on Rules.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
in opposition to the rule and to the un-
derlying resolution.

The Federal response to Hurricane
Katrina was absolutely unacceptable.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The American people deserve to know
what went so terribly wrong and what
we must do to make sure it never, ever
happens again.

Unfortunately, the partisan com-
mittee being proposed by the Repub-
lican majority will not give the Amer-
ican people any confidence that Con-
gress is asking tough questions and de-
manding straight answers.

Apparently, Mr. Speaker, after the
flood comes the whitewash.

For over 4 years, the Republican ma-
jority has refused at every turn to hold
the Bush administration accountable
for its mistakes. There has been no
meaningful oversight, no tough inves-
tigations on anything.

Instead, Congress has turned a blind
eye, and the bill we have before us rep-
resents more of the same.

The gentleman from Florida (Mr.
HASTINGS), our colleague, has a dif-
ferent approach, a better approach. The
commission established by his legisla-
tion would be truly independent, and
its recommendations would carry far
more weight. This independent com-
mission would be similar to the 9/11
panel that was such an effective, mean-
ingful force for change.

Because what the American people
deserve at the end of this process is a
document that does not necessarily
agree with everything I say or does not
cover the President’s back, which is
what the Republicans are trying to do
today, but that actually helps fix the
problems that Hurricane Katrina ex-
posed.

Let me be clear, Mr. Speaker. The
purpose of the commission established
by the gentleman from Florida’s (Mr.
HASTINGS) bill is not simply to assign
blame. Rather, an independent com-
mission would take a tough, honest ap-
proach to an incredibly complicated
problem.

Pre-identifying vulnerable areas,
strategically deploying resources, an-
ticipating potential stumbling blocks
as we prepare for disasters, these need
to be the guiding principles of our na-
tional response plan. An independent
commission would produce rec-
ommendations that enhance our na-
tional response plan and enable FEMA
to be structured appropriately.

Furthermore, this commission will
show whether or not, as I believe,
FEMA lacked appropriate leadership,
leadership with experience in disaster
management, and then recommend
ways in which the agency can be better
prepared, both in terms of personnel
and resources. Unlike the President, I
do not think Brownie did a heck of a
job. An effective response to a disaster
or crisis cannot happen unless the best
qualified people are coordinating the
efforts, equipped with the best re-
sources.
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The partisan committee put forward
by the Republican majority just does
not cut it. Instead, it would be made up
of Members of Congress, and there are
three problems with that approach:
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First, there are some Members whose
time would be better spent dealing
with the immediate recovery and re-
construction needs created by the hur-
ricane. Second, Republican politicians
would be ‘‘investigating’ other Repub-
lican politicians. And, third, some of
the problems we saw in the gulf coast
include bad funding choices made by
Congress itself.

Mr. Speaker, the Federal Govern-
ment’s response to Hurricane Katrina
was a national disgrace. The job of this
Congress is not to run interference for
the Bush administration; it is to do
what is best for the American people.
Seventy-six percent of the public want
an independent commission because,
quite frankly, they do not trust the Re-
publican majority to do it right. They
have a pattern of sweeping problems
under the rug, of turning everything
into a political fight. That pattern has
to stop, and we can stop it today.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
reject this rule.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume,
and as I prepare to yield to my friend
from Moore, Oklahoma (Mr. COLE), I
want to say to my good friend from
Massachusetts that it is very clear
that Members of the United States
House of Representatives do have the
ability to deal with a disaster and at
the same time engage in a very, very
important investigatory process.

It is also very important to note that
this is not going to simply be Repub-
licans asking questions of other Repub-
licans. As I said earlier, and I know my
friend from Rochester raised this when
she said it was nice of me to say that
Democrats would have the opportunity
to ask questions, but we know that
Democrats, by virtue of this being a bi-
partisan committee, will be able to be
deeply involved and engaged in this
process as well.

Once again, I think it is important to
note, as my colleague and friend from
West Virginia said, that we are the
elected representatives of the Amer-
ican people and this is our constitu-
tionally mandated responsibility which
we should not pass on to someone else.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 minutes to the
gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. COLE),
a hard-working member of the Com-
mittee on Rules.

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
I rise in support of House Resolution
439 and in support of the underlying
resolution.

Mr. Speaker, the minority objects to
House Resolution 437 on the basis that
the bipartisan committee it creates
will be inherently unbalanced and un-
fair. One suspects they believe it will
be unfair largely because while they
will have full rights of representation
on the committee in question, they
will inevitably be the minority on any
panel that fairly represents the com-
position of both the House of Rep-
resentatives and the other body.

It would be easy and entertaining to
lampoon the consistency of the so-
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called Party of the People rejecting a
committee composed of the elected
representatives of the American people
in favor of one made up of individuals
who are both unelected and unaccount-
able to the voters of this country, but
I will avoid that temptation.

Frankly, there are deeper issues here.
The first is our faith as individuals in
the efficacy of democracy itself. As the
minority in this House for 11 years, I
fear my friends on the other side of the
aisle have lost their faith in the Amer-
ican people, because of the choices
they have made at the ballot box in re-
cent years. Having served as a member
of a seemingly permanent minority in
the Oklahoma State Senate earlier in
my career, I understand the frustration
on which that sentiment is based.

However, as adherents to the ideals
of democracy, we should trust that
over time the people will get it right
and that if our views are sound, they
will prevail. In the meantime, our job
is to argue our point of view in the
court of public opinion and accept the
outcome at the polls when the verdict
is rendered.

The second issue at stake here is the
wisdom of empowering people who are
neither elected nor accountable to per-
form the task our Constitution assigns
to the elected representatives of the
American people. Frankly, I share the
sentiments Winston Churchill fa-
mously voiced when he said ‘‘democ-
racy is the worst form of government,
except for all those others that have
been tried.”

Mr. Speaker, it is fundamentally un-
sound and undemocratic to turn over
the function of congressional oversight
to a group of individuals who have nei-
ther been elected by the people nor ac-
countable to the people for their ac-
tions or recommendations. Appointing
a commission is the easy way out. It is
a way for us, the representatives of the
people, to avoid our responsibilities. Its
members, however expert and well-in-
tentioned, did not design or create the
agencies and processes we wish to ex-
amine in connection with Hurricane
Katrina. We did. Similarly, they will
not be responsible for reforming these
agencies or finding the solutions to our
current problems. Those duties belong
to the elected representatives of the
American people.

My colleagues on the other side of
the aisle often complain there is insuf-
ficient congressional oversight. This is
our chance to exercise that oversight,
and the voters will surely hold all of us
accountable for how well we do the job.

My fellow Members, let us have faith
in the American people, our demo-
cratic institutions, and ourselves. Let
us do the job we were elected to do,
rather than hand it off to those who
were neither asked nor chosen by the
American people to govern their af-
fairs. I urge support of House Resolu-
tion 439 and the underlying House Res-
olution 437.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, if an
independent commission is an abdica-
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tion of our authority, why did we all
vote unanimously to establish the 9/11
Commission?

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to yield 5%
minutes to the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. HASTINGS).

(Mr. HASTINGS of Florida asked and
was given permission to revise and ex-
tend his remarks.)

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), the
distinguished ranking Democratic
member on the House Committee on
Rules, for yielding me this time.

A footnote right there, Mr. Speaker.
I hope the irony is not lost on the
House that the gentlewoman, a New
York Member, is being lectured to
about homeland security issues and
why there is no need for an inde-
pendent Katrina commission. New
Yorkers were told 3 and 4 years ago
that there was no need for an inde-
pendent commission on 9/11.

I note peripherally that the distin-
guished chairman of the Committee on
Rules has other business and has left
the floor; but I was prepared to ask
him, and perhaps his replacement in
the chair for the majority can answer
for me, what did the House of Rep-
resentatives do in the last 3 years with
reference to the tragedy of 9/11? What
we wound up doing, because the vic-
tims and New York pressed forward,
was establishing an independent com-
mission.

The chairman pontificates that we
should exercise our constitutional
mandate; and so does his replacement,
my friend and colleague on the Com-
mittee on Rules, say what our con-
stitutional duty is. Every one of us is
mindful of our constitutional duty. But
are you then prepared to admit that we
did not exercise it correctly in the 9/11
Commission period and that is why the
9/11 Commission came into existence in
the first place?

Last year, as we all know, four hurri-
canes ravaged my home State of Flor-
ida and some of the gulf coast. Three of
them literally destroyed parts of the
district that I am privileged to rep-
resent. In the immediate and long-term
aftermath, our communities saw
FEMA'’s shortcomings. We saw that a
once-reliable agency had been placed
on the back burner as an afterthought
in the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity. Natural disaster preparedness and

response programs have become
trapped in a homeland security bu-
reaucracy.

FEMA has lost its focus, and Florid-
ians and others know that. Our delega-
tion literally begged the committees of
jurisdiction to hold hearings on what
we saw in Florida. I even introduced bi-
partisan legislation in March with our
colleague on the majority side, the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SHAW), to
address what we perceived to be
FEMA’s largest problems. Yet every
time we took our concerns to the com-
mittees, we were told it is not a big
enough problem to consider on its own.
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Our staff was told we do not think that
an oversight hearing is needed.

Well, Mr. Speaker, what America saw
in the gulf coast resembles the Federal
Government’s absolute incompetence
that Florida saw last year. Despite a
whole lot of lip service, nothing has
changed.

The 9/11 Commission was created to
provide a full and complete accounting
of the 2001 terrorist attacks. Implicit
in this mandate is the simple fact that
Congress alone would not or could not
provide such a full and complete ac-
counting. There is no reason to expect
that the Republican Katrina commis-
sion will do any better.

That is why I and the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) and
156 of our colleagues yesterday intro-
duced H.R. 3764, legislation estab-
lishing a real independent commission,
immune from political influence and
absolute partisanship. And while they
cannot officially cosponsor our bill, a
significant part, 76 percent, of the
American people agree with us. They
question this Congress’ ability to exer-
cise real oversight and are calling for
an independent and bipartisan Katrina
commission.

Supporting the American people’s
concerns, you, Mr. Speaker, said at one
point, and I quote, ‘“‘Our party controls
the levers of government. We’re not
about to go and look beneath a bunch
of rocks to try to cause heartburn.”
Put another way, Mr. Speaker: we
helped create this mess, and we are not
going to be able to investigate it our-
selves. So forgive me, Mr. Speaker, if I
question the majority’s ability to con-
duct effective oversight with this type
of political candor.

Substantively, the Republican plan is
partisan. And because my colleagues
say it is bipartisan does not make it so.
It is inadequate. In stark contrast to
the 9/11 Commission, Republicans out-
number Democrats on the majority’s
partisan Katrina commission. In con-
trast to the 9/11 Commission, which
was given 18 months to do its job, the
majority’s partisan Katrina commis-
sion is only given 5 months. As the
chairman put it last night, do it quick,
do it fast. Quickly, he said.

Despite the 9/11 Commission’s $15
million budget to do its job, the major-
ity’s commission they propose is only
given $500,000.

Footnote right there. What about the
committees of jurisdiction already in
existence in Congress? And what about
creating a circus atmosphere that
drains resources from this Congress do
you not understand?

Shamefully, the House will not have
an opportunity to vote on the
Hastings-Menendez independent
Katrina commission legislation, be-
cause Republicans have blocked us
from offering it. Just as they always
do, Republicans block what they can-
not defeat.

Despite what Republicans will sug-
gest, today’s debate is not about poli-
tics. It is about the need for truth to
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assure the American people that we all
know their needs. For my constituents,
it is about the failures of this Congress,
and for others it is about the failures
in New Orleans and in the States and
at the Federal Government. It is about
saving lives and rebuilding commu-
nities.

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
I ask unanimous consent to tempo-
rarily control the time of the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER).

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LAHOOD). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from OkKkla-
homa?

There was no objection.

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Mr. Speaker,
I just want to make a couple of quick
points, and then I will reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

I would disagree very strongly with
my good friend from Florida about the
9/11 Commission. There were, in fact,
many investigations in this Congress
about the tragedy that took place
on 9/11, the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence amongst them.
We did actually do oversight.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida.
Speaker, will the gentleman yield?

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. I yield to the
gentleman from Florida.

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, I beg to differ with the gen-
tleman about what the Permanent Se-
lect Committee on Intelligence did. I
serve on the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence. The Senate
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence conducted an investigation; the
House did nothing.

Mr. COLE of Oklahoma. Reclaiming
my time, Mr. Speaker, and I respect
the opinion of my good friend from
Florida, but I think there was over-
sight.

But I would actually agree with his
fundamental point in the sense that I
think oversight is more effectively
done by the elected representatives of
the people, by the appropriate people
who are responsible for implementing
the solution. I do not think we should
take that model and follow it again
here.

I also would suspect that the situa-
tion between a deliberate attack on the
United States and a natural disaster
are very different.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am
pleased to yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. MAT-
SUI), a member of the Committee on
Rules.

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from New York for
yielding me this time.

Mr. Speaker, when Hurricane Katrina
came ashore and ravaged the gulf
States and the levees in New Orleans,
Americans united in their support of
those in need and the communities dev-
astated by this terrible disaster. As
Katrina passed over the gulf States and
in the days that followed, Americans

Mr.
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saw firsthand the devastation and
human suffering that resulted. We were
also eyewitnesses to the tragedy of
hundreds of thousands of people who
had escaped the wrath of the terrible
storm only to then be stranded in the
Superdome, the convention center, or
trapped on the roofs, surrounded by ris-
ing flood waters with little in the way
of food, water, or medical care. Mr.
Speaker, we saw and felt the ensuing
heartbreak. Mothers became separated
from their children, elderly parents
were unaccounted for, and siblings
were trying to look after each other.

With the passage of time, our outrage
and frustration set in. Reporters and
the media managed to get to the heart
of the disaster; yet there was little sign
of our Federal relief efforts. Just as the
American people united to aid the vic-
tims of Katrina, so too must Congress.
Our constituents demand no less. They
are more interested in getting answers
than pointing fingers. They want to
know that we are finding solutions and
making recommendations to ensure
our responses are never again at a
snail’s pace.

It is time for Congress, as part of the
Federal Government, and therefore an
element of the relief response, to shoot
straight with the American people. An
independent commission, removed
from the partisan fray, is better posi-
tioned to find answers. Why were we
not preparing our responses to Katrina
near land? Where was the coordination
between Federal, State, and local ef-
forts? There are many questions that
must be answered and an independent
commission is a means that can pro-
vide the answers.

0 1115

We saw the successful implementa-
tion following the tragedy of Sep-
tember 11, and following this model
Congress will reassure the American
people the answers that the inde-
pendent commission finds and the rec-
ommendations they make are ones in
which the Nation can trust.

I know my constituents are closely
following this. My hometown of Sac-
ramento lies in a floodplain at the con-
fluence of two great rivers and faces
the constant threat of floods. If we find
ourselves in dire circumstances, can
my constituents be assured that they
can count on prompt Federal Govern-
ment response?

This is not a blame game. I am not
interested in pointing fingers, nor are
the American people. They are more
interested in identifying areas of weak-
ness and making the necessary im-
provements. This is about preventing
another tragedy similar to what we
witnessed in New Orleans and the gulf
States. We must ensure that the Fed-
eral Government does its job of pro-
tecting the American people, and with
an independent commission we will do
S0.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I reserve
the balance of my time.

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from
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Mississippi (Mr. THOMPSON), the rank-
ing member on the Committee on
Homeland Security.

(Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi asked
and was given permission to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in opposition to
House Resolution 437. This resolution
puts a partisan congressional com-
mittee in charge of the investigation.

The rule that has been offered does
not allow for meaningful debate. It also
does not allow for an amendment of-
fered by the gentleman from Florida
(Mr. HASTINGS) that would create an
independent commission to investigate
this catastrophe. I am also an original
cosponsor of that amendment. Letting
Congress investigate the government
failures of Hurricane Katrina is like
letting the fox guard the hen house. We
are not protecting what we need to pro-
tect, and there will be a lot more ques-
tions than answers in the end.

More than ever, the last 2 weeks have
shown that we need an independent as-
sessment of what happened. Where did
the Federal Government go wrong?
What could the State and locals have
done better? What happened to citi-
zens’ preparedness?

In my role as ranking member of the
Committee on Homeland Security, I
have looked for answers and have tried
to put together a timeline of events. I
am submitting with my statement
today for the RECORD a timeline that
the staff of the committee has put to-
gether for me showing what happened
compiled from public sources. This doc-
ument shows the complexity of the
issues and the need for an independent
assessment of what happened.

I do not understand the opposition
from the other side of the aisle against
creating an independent commission
that the American people have asked
for. It was done, with opposition from
Republicans, after 9/11; it was done
after Pearl Harbor; and after the
Khobar Towers terrorist attacks. We
have always had it. Indeed, the type of
commission proposed by the gentleman
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS) and others
has historically been used after large
events that affect the country. Why
not here? What does Congress want to
protect? What is Congress trying to
hide?

After 9/11, Congress did the right
thing. On September 20, they sent the
largest contingent ever to travel to
New York City to view the devastation
of the World Trade Center and console
the families of the victims. It has been
nearly 3 weeks since Hurricane Katrina
hit the gulf Coast, and there have been
no official congressional delegations to
the region.

Mr. Speaker, what do we have to
hide? Indeed, I have twice requested
the Committee on Homeland Security
to travel to the area and was refused. I
was told that it did not make good
sense for Congress to go down and con-
duct oversight and fact-finding mis-
sions at the time. Yet we went to New
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York, but now we cannot go to my area the Nation, let us put aside partisan pendent commission option, give it a

of the country. politics and not create a strawman vote and let the American people know
Now we want Congress to take charge committee. I encourage a vote against e are listening to their requests.

of this investigation. For the good of the rule so we can consider the inde-
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