September 15, 2005

the 60th anniversary of the liberation of the
Auschwitz concentration camp;

Whereas democratic Israel is annually the
object of nearly two dozen redundantly crit-
ical resolutions in the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly, which rarely adopts resolu-
tions relating to specific countries; and

Whereas the viciousness with which Israel
is attacked and discriminated against at the
United Nations should not be allowed to con-
tinue unchallenged: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That—

(1) the Senate—

(A) welcomes recent attempts by the
United Nations Secretary General to address
the issue of anti-Semitism;

(B) calls on the leadership of the United
Nations to officially and publicly condemn
anti-Semitic statements made at all United
Nations meetings and hold accountable
United Nations member states that make
such statements; and

(C) strongly urges the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific and Cultural Organiza-
tion (UNESCO) to develop and implement
education awareness programs about the
Holocaust throughout the world as part of an
effort to combat the rise in anti-Semitism
and racial, religious, and ethnic intolerance;
and

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that—

(A) the President should direct the United
States Permanent Representative to the
United Nations to continue working toward
further reduction of anti-Semitic language
and anti-Israel resolutions;

(B) the President should direct the Sec-
retary of State to report on acts of anti-
Semitism at the United Nations and United
Nations agencies by member states; and

(C) projects funded through the Middle
East Partnership Initiative and TUnited
States overseas broadcasts should include ef-
forts to educate Arab and Muslim countries
about anti-Semitism, religious intolerance,
and incitement to violence.

———

LEUKEMIA, LYMPHOMA AND
MYELOMA AWARENESS MONTH

Mr. FRIST. I ask unanimous consent
that the Senate proceed to the imme-
diate consideration of S. Res. 241,
which was introduced earlier today by
Senator JEFFORDS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 241) designating Sep-
tember 2005 as Leukemia, Lymphoma and
Myeloma Awareness Month.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. JEFFORDS. Mr. President, I am
here today to ask for my colleagues’
support for a resolution designating
September as Leukemia, Lymphoma
and Myeloma Awareness Month.
Today, I want to speak specifically
about leukemia, a disease that affects
nearly 200,000 Americans.

Leukemia is a devastating cancer of
the blood that will kill almost 23,000
people this year alone. It is rare to find
anyone today who does not know some-
one, a family member or a friend, who
has battled leukemia. Recently, one of
my former staff members, Jess
Eiesland, was diagnosed with leukemia.
He is only 28. He left my office in May
of this year to follow in his father’s
footsteps and pursue a career in fi-
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nance. On June 18th, Jess was diag-
nosed with Acute Myelogenous Leu-
kemia, a form of the disease character-
ized by the uncontrolled production of
immature white blood cells by the bone
marrow. Jess is now back in South Da-
kota with his family and traveling to
Minnesota to undergo an 11-week
course of chemotherapy in preparation
for a bone marrow transplant.

In comparison, Jess is one of the
lucky ones. His leukemia was caught
early and he has just learned that his
sister, Laura, is a bone marrow match.
This match will reduce Jess’ risk of de-
veloping severe side effects from the
transplant or rejecting the new cells.
Only 30 percent of patients in need of a
bone marrow transplant have a match-
ing donor in their families. Others have
to depend on the kindness of strangers
who have registered their bone marrow
types with the National Bone Marrow
Registry and volunteered as donors. In
honor of Jess, a bone marrow registra-
tion drive is being held in Room 124 of
the Senate Hart building on Friday
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Because of the risk of rejection asso-
ciated with bone marrow transplants
and the difficulty in finding donors, the
National Institutes of Health and the
private sector have developed other
promising leukemia treatments, such
as cord blood transplants and the phar-
maceutical drug, Gleevec, the first of a
slew of promising new drugs that tar-
get the underlying causes of the dis-
ease. To promote these innovative
treatments, we must continue to sup-
port biomedical research. I applaud the
efforts of our distinguished colleagues,
Senators HATCH and DoDD, who intro-
duced legislation earlier this year that
would encourage cord blood donations
and registrations. This legislation has
already been reported favorably by the
HELP Committee and I hope the full
Senate can take it up and pass it soon.
Additionally, the Senate has requested
a $1 billion dollar funding increase for
the NIH in fiscal year 2006 to promote
Federal research and innovation.

I urge my colleagues to support this
resolution designating September as
National Leukemia, Lymphoma and
Myeloma Awareness Month. Doing so
will further disseminate information
regarding treatment innovations and
will encourage Americans to become
bone marrow or cord blood donors.

———

RECOGNIZING SEPTEMBER 2005 AS
LEUKEMIA AND LYMPHOMA
AWARENESS MONTH

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I wish to
express my support for designating
September as Leukemia and
Lymphoma Awareness Month. It is es-
timated that leukemia, lymphoma, and
myeloma will kill 60,500 people in the
United States this year and that 110,000
new cases are diagnosed each year.
With more than 700,000 Americans liv-
ing with blood cancers, it is crucial
that we come together to reinvigorate
our resolve and continuously intensify
our fight for a cure.
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I am pleased to join the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society in encouraging
all to put aside time to reflect on what
has been achieved so far in fighting
blood cancers, spread lifesaving knowl-
edge, and set our sights on progressive
goals to advance our ability to support
and treat those living with leukemia
and lymphoma. Together, we can push
forward critical research and keep the
eradication of these diseases at the
forefront of dialogue and education in
our local and national communities.

I applaud the Leukemia and
Lymphoma Society for its support of
treatment and research. Such work is
integral to our ability to understand
these illnesses and energize our fellow
citizens in this very worthy endeavor.
The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society
has provided an outstanding model of
advocacy and paved the way for others
to get involved.

I am pleased to invite my colleagues
to join me in acknowledging Leukemia
and Lymphoma Awareness Month. I
hope that you will use this time as in-
spiration for continued thoughtful
leadership on this critical health issue.

Mr. FRIST. I further ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate, and that any statements relating
to this measure be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble,
reads as follows:

S. REsS. 241

Whereas blood-related cancers currently
afflict more than 747,000 Americans, with an
estimated 114,000 new cases diagnosed each
year;

Whereas leukemia, lymphoma., and
myeloma will kill an estimated 54,480 people
in the United States this year;

Whereas the National Cancer Institute of
the National Institute of Health is com-
mitted to the elimination of suffering and
death due to cancer by the year 2015;

Whereas the Senate is similarly committed
to the eradication of blood-related cancers
and supports the treatment of people in the
United States who suffer from them; and

Whereas the Senate will continue efforts to
provide support at all levels for research and
other efforts that will lead to a complete
cure for leukemia, lymphoma, and myeloma:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate designates Sep-
tember 2005, as ‘‘Leukemia, Lymphoma, and
Myeloma Awareness Month” to—

(1) enhance the understanding of blood-re-
lated cancers;

(2) encourage participation in voluntary
activities to support education programs;
and

(3) support the funding of research pro-
grams to find a cure for blood-related can-
cers.

241) was

PASSAGE OF H.R. 2862

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, this after-
noon, the Senate passed the Commerce,
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