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double the percentage of Hispanics
with college degrees by 2010, and I be-
lieve with her determination, she will
accomplish just that.

David Barkley, Luis Alvarez, Ellen
Ochoa, Sara Martinez Tucker, Alex
Rodriguez, Nancy Lopez, Richard
Serra, Rita Hayworth, Cesar Chavez,
Alberto Gonzales, Jose Gonzalez—I
mention Jose because he has a special
place in my heart. Jose was the chief
surgical resident at Massachusetts
General Hospital when I was in my
training in Boston. I was an intern at
the time. Jose walked me through my
very first hernia operation, an oper-
ation I have performed many times
since that first occasion, an occasion
which I remember vividly, an operation
I continue to perform in Africa on med-
ical mission work.

The list goes on. There are doctors,
entrepreneurs, public servants, ath-
letes, artists, philanthropists, sci-
entists, scholars. In all of these profes-
sions, in all of these fields, the huge
contributions that have been made in
the past, all have contributed to that
rich fabric of American life. We are a
more vibrant nation and we are a more
vibrant people because of it.

These names stand out, but there are
many others, large and small, who
move America forward every day. They
are the countless heroes who have
fought in our wars, who work in our
hospitals, who teach in our schools,
and who serve in our Government.
Many have come to America with a
simple hope of a better life and through
hard work they have achieved that
goal. We honor their character, their
determination, and their enduring opti-
mism.

It is the spirit of the American char-
acter which gives flight to the Amer-
ican dream and has fueled the progress
of our great Nation.

Today as we begin a monthlong cele-
bration of Hispanic heritage, I join
with all Americans in recognizing the
invaluable role of Hispanic Americans
in shaping and enriching these United
States.

———

MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR
SCIENCE, THE DEPARTMENTS OF
STATE, JUSTICE, AND COM-
MERCE, AND RELATED AGEN-
CIES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2006

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Under
the previous order, the Senate will re-
sume consideration of H.R. 2862, which
the clerk will report.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (H.R. 2862) making appropriations
for Science, the Departments of State, Jus-
tice, and Commerce, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2006, and
for other purposes.

Pending:

Dorgan amendment No. 1665, to prohibit
weakening any law that provides safeguards
from unfair foreign trade practices.

Lieberman amendment No. 1678, to provide
financial relief for individuals and entities
affected by Hurricane Katrina.
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Kerry/Landrieu amendment No. 1695, to
strengthen the loan, procurement assistance,
and management education programs of the
Small Business Administration in order to
help small businesses and homeowners hurt
by Hurricane Katrina meet their existing ob-
ligations, finance their businesses, and main-
tain and create jobs, thereby providing sta-
bility to the national economy.

Mr. FRIST. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask to
speak as in morning business.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. With-
out objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, as I men-
tioned a few moments ago, we will
begin voting sometime around 10:45 or
11. The plans are being finalized, and
we will be back with a more specific
announcement as to when that time
will be as we address the amendments.

————

MEETING PRESIDENT ALVARO
URIBE OF COLOMBIA

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, on a sepa-
rate issue, I want to take the oppor-
tunity to mention a meeting I am hon-
ored to be hosting later today with Co-
lombian President Alvaro Uribe, who is
visiting our country and who will be
here with us in the U.S. Capitol. He has
served as Colombia’s President since
his election in 2002 and has done a re-
markable job. I have had the privilege
of meeting with President Uribe during
visits, both here in Washington as well
as on a trip that I took to Colombia in
January of 2004. Throughout his term,
the President has enjoyed high levels
of popular support. He has earned it.
He deserves it. He ran on the platform
of public security and he has delivered.

Since his election, Colombia has seen
significant decreases in homicides, de-
creases in crime, decreases in acts of
terrorism. Coca and poppy cultivation
have decreased by over a third while he
served in office. President Uribe has
worked hard to promote greater re-
spect for the rule of law, institute judi-
cial reform, and improve Colombia’s
record on human rights.

Colombia is one of our Nation’s
strongest allies and our close partner-
ship is key to advancing U.S. interests
in the Western Hemisphere. Colombia
is the third most populous country in
Latin America after Brazil and Mexico.
Because of its size and strategic loca-
tion, Colombia is a key player in re-
gional issues. In addition, it has played
an active role in multilateral institu-
tions such as the United Nations and
the Organization of American States.

The close bilateral relationship that
America enjoys with Colombia centers
on our efforts to counter terrorism and
stop illicit drug traffic. Together, our
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two countries are working hard to pro-
mote stability and promote security,
to promote prosperity in Colombia and
the region. I look forward to discussing
all of these issues with the President
this afternoon.

At the top of the list, we will address
the President’s efforts to defeat Colom-
bia’s insurgent groups. Three main ille-
gal armed groups operate in Colombia:
The Revolutionary Armed Forces of
Colombia, FARC; the National Libera-
tion Army, or ELN; and the United
Self-Defense  Forces of Colombia,
known as AUC. All three thrive on the
illegal narcotics trade. The U.S. Sec-
retary of State has designated all three
groups as foreign terrorist organiza-
tions. For years, FARC, ELN, and AUC
have terrorized the Colombian people
with bombings, murders, kidnappings,
extortion, hijackings, and the list goes
on. They have Kkidnapped dozens of
American citizens, and they have mur-
dered at least 10.

Their drug-sponsored terrorist activ-
ity has created destabilizing effects on
Colombia and the region and threatens
the United States. The U.S. Drug En-
forcement Administration estimates
that more than 80 percent of the world-
wide powder cocaine supply and ap-
proximately 90 percent of the powder
cocaine smuggled into the United
States is produced in Colombia. Colom-
bian producers also account for 50 per-
cent of the heroin entering the United
States. The United States spends hun-
dreds of millions of dollars each year in
Colombia to train the counternarcotics
forces, shore up their civilian
counterdrug efforts, and help provide
crop alternatives for farmers. We are
getting results.

Aerial eradication alone has cut coca
and poppy cultivation by a third since
2001.

Human rights is another topic that
the President and I and leadership will
be discussing. Members of Congress
have repeatedly and rightly voiced con-
cerns about continuing human rights
violations in Colombia. FARC, ELN,
and AUC are notorious culprits. I hope
to learn more about how President
Uribe plans to demobilize these troops
and address allegations of human
rights abuses within Colombia’s Armed
Forces.

The United States and Colombia have
worked hard to build a solid foundation
for a close, cooperative relationship. I
look forward to hearing the President’s
ideas on how we can continue to work
together on all of these issues of huge
concern. I urge my colleagues in the
Senate to continue to support Presi-
dent Uribe in his efforts, his convic-
tions, his determination to fight the il-
licit drug trade, strengthen the rule of
law, expand economic opportunity and
foster peace and stability in his coun-
try and in the region.When we
strengthen the security of our neigh-
bors, we increase our security at home.

Mr. President, I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. MUR-
KOWSKI). The clerk will call the roll.
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