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In the gulf, in the last 2 weeks of con-
stant work and sweat, those Guard per-
sonnel helped make things safer and
more secure. With little sleep or rest,
they performed their duties helping
their fellow Americans in their time of
need. Commander Engelbert said it
best when she stated how proud she
was of the men and women of the U.S.
Coast Guard’s Port of St. Louis: They
saved lives. They made a difference.

For their dedication and their ac-
tions, they deserve our thanks. The
U.S. Coast Guard is a shining example
of how well a Federal agency can per-
form with its flexibility, speed, and ex-
pertise. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this vital authorization bill.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 4 minutes to the distinguished
gentlewoman from Pennsylvania (Ms.
SCHWARTZ).

Ms. SCHWARTZ of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Chairman, I rise in strong support of
the Coast Guard and Maritime Trans-
portation Act of 2005, a bill that will
provide the men and women of the
Coast Guard with equipment and tools
that they need to monitor and protect
our coastal waters.

In keeping with our efforts to im-
prove the Federal Government’s ability
to prevent and respond to potential
mass incidents, whether caused by ter-
rorists, an act of nature, or human
error, H.R. 889 will maintain the Coast
Guard’s traditional mission of water
safety while also improving its ability
to contribute to our Homeland Secu-
rity. To that end, H.R. 889 includes pro-
visions from the Delaware River Pro-
tection Act, a bill Representatives
LOoBIONDO, CASTLE, ANDREWS, SAXTON,
and I co-authored in the aftermath of
the November 2004 oil spill in the Port
of Philadelphia.

The Athos I oil spill caused an esti-
mated $200 million in damages, injured
wildlife, and temporarily impeded
trade and traffic. It served as a costly
reminder that the Port of Philadelphia
contributes significantly to our re-
gion’s economy and that we cannot af-
ford, for economic and environmental
reasons, to put it in harm’s way.

Under this legislation, strong but
necessary steps will be taken to pre-
vent a similar incident in the future.
However, we cannot stop there. We
must consider other activities in our
ports and waterways that might im-
pact the region. That is why I am
grateful to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. LoBIONDO) for including at
my request a provision requiring the
Coast Guard to conduct a vulnerability
assessment of a proposal to turn an
LNG, liquefied natural gas, peak shav-
ing plant into an LNG import terminal
in my district in Port Richmond,
Philadelphia.

Since coming to Congress, I have
been committed and outspoken about
implementing innovative solutions to
our Nation’s energy needs by pro-
moting more efficient use of tradi-
tional sources of energy as well as
making substantial new investments in
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discovering and bringing to market
new energy resources. I support im-
proved efficiency standards and en-
forcement of environmental standards
so we can reduce consumption of for-
eign oil; and I led an effort on this floor
to accelerate the research, develop-
ment, and deployment of new energy
technologies. These are critical steps
we must take to ensure our Nation’s
access to the energy that we need to
power the 21st century.

There is no doubt that LNG can play
a role in efforts to diversify sources of
energy and supplement our national
gas supply and production. However,
due to the inherent volatility of LNG,
there is concern that LNG tankers and
storage locations will be marked as a
potential target by terrorists. Their
presence on the Delaware also raises
the risk of another major spill occur-
ring in the river. There is no doubt
that an incident of an LNG tanker
would be devastating to the people of
Philadelphia, a city home to 1.2 million
people, as well as those living in the
surrounding suburbs, and in the States
of New Jersey and Delaware. Therefore,
we must ensure that LNG tankers and
facilities are situated safely and appro-
priately to protect our citizens from a
potential catastrophic event.

In the case of Port Richmond, we
must thoroughly examine the eco-
nomic and safety variables before al-
lowing LNG tankers to travel up the
Delaware River, under Benjamin
Franklin Bridge, and passing alongside
Center City Philadelphia while car-
rying 200,000 meters of LNG.

A vulnerability assessment will en-
sure that all elements of the proposal
are examined and weighed so we can
determine what is best to ensure public
safety as well as meet the region’s en-
ergy demands.

I thank the gentleman from New Jer-
sey (Mr. LOBIONDO) for so willingly
working across party lines to do what
is best for our region and for his con-
tinued leadership on issues concerning
the Delaware River. I also thank his
staff for working with us throughout
the drafting process. I urge a ‘‘yes”
vote on H.R. 889.

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will
rise informally.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
TERRY) assumed the Chair.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

————

COAST GUARD AND MARITIME
TRANSPORTATION ACT OF 2005

The Committee resumed its sitting.

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Chairman, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
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Michigan (Mr. STUPAK), an admirer of
the Coast Guard.

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Chairman, I thank
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
LOBIONDO), the gentleman from Alaska
(Mr. YOUNG), the ranking member, the
gentleman from Minnesota (Mr. OBER-
STAR), the gentleman from California
(Mr. FILNER), and the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. HOEKSTRA) for their
work on this bill. There could not be a
more opportune time to bring this im-
portant legislation to the House floor
than today with the aspects of Hurri-
cane Katrina.

The heroic and steadfast efforts of
the Coast Guard in the wake of
Katrina, the worst natural disaster this
Nation has ever faced, should be com-
mended by all. This recent tragedy
demonstrates how important it is to
authorize and fund vital programs that
are contained in the Coast Guard bill
we are discussing today. This bill will
help the Coast Guard to continue to ef-
fectively carry out their mission.

I represent a district that is almost
completely surrounded by water, so I
understand the importance of a Coast
Guard that has the resources to assist
our coastal communities.

There is one provision included in the
bill that is particularly important to
me and my northern Michigan district.
It directs the Commandant of the
Coast Guard to convey the Cutter
Mackinaw to the City and County of
Cheboygan, Michigan, for purposes of a
museum.

The U.S. Coast Guard Cutter Macki-
naw is scheduled to be decommissioned
in 2006. The Cutter Mackinaw, whose
home port has been Cheboygan, Michi-
gan, has served the State of Michigan
and the entire Great Lakes region for
over 60 years.

The conveyance of the Cutter Macki-
naw to Cheboygan is both a tribute to
the ship that protected Michigan’s
water and shores and cleared the ice
paths for the Nation’s mariners. This
ship will now serve as an educational
resource to help people better under-
stand the history of the vessel, the
Coast Guard and the maritime history
of the Great Lakes. In this role, it is
imperative that Michigan keep this
historic treasure.

I see no better way to honor the life
and name of the cutter than to retire it
as a museum to its home port in the
Mackinaw Straits area. This Coast
Guard treasure will be a valuable cul-
tural and educational benefit for gen-
erations to come.

Once again, thanks to the men and
women of the United States Coast
Guard for their work in saving lives in
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
California (Mr. FARR).

Mr. FARR. Mr. Chairman, I rise to
engage in a colloquy with the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Chairman
LOBIONDO).

Mr. Chairman, as the gentleman from
New Jersey is aware, Congress in 2002
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