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growth of poverty in the United States.
Today, President Bush addressed the
opening of the United Nations World
Summit on Poverty and Reform. Ear-
lier this month, the U.N. released a
shocking report on global inequality
that is critical of American policies to-
wards poverty abroad as well as here at
home.

Among its many startling conclu-
sions, the U.N. report reveals that in-
fant mortality has been rising in the
United States for the past 5 years and
now is the same as Malaysia. America’s
African American children are twice as
likely as whites to die before their first
birthday.

The U.N. report also notes that al-
though the U.S. leads the world in
health care spending, this high level
goes disproportionately to the care of
wealthier Americans. It has not been
targeted to eradicate health disparities
based on race, wealth and the State of
residence.

Countries that spend substantially
less than the United States have, on
average, a healthier population.

For a century in the U.S. there has
been a sustained decline in the number
of children who died before their first
birthday. But since 2000 this trend has
sadly been reversed.

The U.S. is the only wealthy country
with no universal health insurance sys-
tem. Shame on us.

The United States, along with Mex-
ico, has the dubious distinction of see-
ing its child poverty rate increase to
more than 20 percent.

The U.S. ranked 17 out of the 18
OECD countries in the highest level of
human and income poverty. The only
OECD country the U.S. is ranked ahead
is the country of Italy. Even Ireland
ranks higher.

Poverty is a systemic issue, and we
need to move on it now.

———
ERADICATE POVERTY

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUHL of New York). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. WATT) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. WATT. Mr. Speaker, I simply
want to thank my colleagues in the
Congressional Black Caucus who are
taking the time and consistently put-
ting forward this message that poverty
and race and the convergence of them
in this country must be an issue that
we deal with.

I found it extremely ironic as Chair
of the Congressional Black Caucus that
it has taken a disaster like Katrina to
refocus attention on the issue of pov-
erty in this country. In fact, it has
been interesting to see how this has
evolved, because the Congressional
Black Caucus has been dealing with
this issue of poverty and the disparity
in economic means between African
Americans and other Americans in this
country this entire year.

We developed an agenda in January
of this year which was printed, re-
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leased, covered and written about in
the press. Press people were calling me,
saying you have positioned this in a
different way than it has been posi-
tioned in the past. And then all of a
sudden what I found was quietly into
the night the discussion about poverty
and the convergence of poverty and
race and class went quietly into the
background.

What has been interesting since
Katrina occurred is that the same press
people who wrote about our positioning
of this issue have been on the phone to
me, saying why have you all not been
talking about this? Why have you not
kept this issue of race and class and
poverty in front of us? We should have
been talking about this.

And I have to remind them that, yes,
look, you wrote about this in January
and February of this year, and you
must have forgotten about it. We have
not forgotten about it. We have been
talking about it all year.

It did not take a hurricane to make
us patently aware that poverty exists
in this country. In fact, what I would
submit to you is if the same kind of ca-
tastrophe occurred in any city in
America and the same amount of ad-
vance notice was given to the people of
that city, the people who would get out
would be the high-income people. They
would heed the notice. They would
have the resources to move away from
the disaster that is coming down the
pike. And the people who would not be
able to heed the notice and the en-
treaties to get out of harm’s way would
be poor people; and in every city in
America, every place in America they
would be disproportionately African
American, Hispanic and other minori-
ties.

That is not only true of a hurricane.
When you are poor, you cannot get
away from bad health conditions, be-
cause you cannot take the preventative
steps that you need to take to get
treatment. When you are poor, you do
not have the option of sending your
kids to private school to get them
away from bad schools. You do not
have the option of doing a lot of things
that we take for granted in this coun-
try.

So maybe my staff member is right.
We do not like to talk about that in
this country. We do not like to talk
about poverty in this country because
we have this notion that we all are
equal. We are not equal except in writ-
ing.

Under our Constitution, we are cre-
ated equal. We are supposed to be given
equal opportunity, but when somebody
starts at the 70 yard line in a race of
100 yards and somebody else is starting
at the zero yard line, making up that
difference is an impossible task, and we
have got to recommit ourselves to
making up that difference. It cannot be
done just by people running faster and
harder and longer. We have got to com-
mit ourselves as a Nation to fighting
poverty and its convergence with race.
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WINNING THE WAR IN IRAQ

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Indi-
ana (Mr. PENCE) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
Speaker for the opportunity to address
the House this evening, really by way
of reporting on a congressional delega-
tion trip that I had the privilege of
leading at the very turn of this month,
the very last days of August, the very
first days of September.

Our journey took us on a diplomatic
mission through Egypt. We met with
military commanders at Central Com-
mand in Qatar. But clearly the most
memorable and meaningful time of our
trip, which included the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING), who we
will hear from in a few moments, and
three of our Democratic colleagues, the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DAVIS),
the gentleman from Hawaii (Mr. CASE),
and the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. MCINTYRE), it took us for two
full days into Iraaq.

I rise tonight anxious to hear my col-
leagues’ reflections on this trip and
trips that they have taken as the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) will join
us. But I rise today to make a very
simple assertion, that from what I saw
on the ground, flying into Baghdad on
C-130s, flying around to outpost bases
far outside the Green Zone in Baghdad,
far outside the safety net of the center
of our operations in Iraq, what I herald
from the soldiers, not just in official
meetings but in informal interactions
and what I heard from our commanders
was a simple message: We are winning
the war in Iraq.
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I know, Mr. Speaker, that that is a
very different message than most of
the American people, some of whom
may be looking in tonight, are getting
from national television and from the
newsprint.

The headlines today were resplendent
with over 100 killed in a series of car
bombs and suicide attacks in Iraq; but
let me say emphatically again, from
our meetings with General Abizaid at
CENTCOM, to General Petraeus in
Baghdad, our meetings with members
of the 3rd Infantry Division and A
Company of the 138th Signal Battalion
from Indiana in Ramadi, I heard it
again and again: we are winning the
war in Iraq.

That is not a slogan. It is an objec-
tive fact, based on a few simple obser-
vations, because as many who are
strenuous critics of the war would as-
sert, we have endured casualties, the
precise number still less than 2,000, but
every single loss, including the 10 he-
roes from my congressional district, is
grievous to every single family. I will
not for a moment trivialize a single
American loss; but as we heard from
one soldier after another, some with
four stars, some with one, some with
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