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The seminal document became a roadmap for 
county commissioners in the decades to 
come. Their commitment coupled with be-
hind-the-scenes work by Stowers and others 
paid off. To date, all but one of the 162 prop-
erties flagged in the charette have been pur-
chased, notes Latvala. 

Stowers rose to become assistant director 
of a fledgling environmental management 
department guiding it through a period of 
significant growth. ‘‘I kind of inherited 
Jake,’’ said former director Steve Peacock, 
now with Florida Design Consultants. ‘‘It 
was one of the best things to happen to me 
and the organization.’’ 

The two were involved in the county’s ag-
gressive land-buying campaign to acquire 
lands that would ultimately form the 8,300- 
acre Brooker Creek Preserve, a vast wilder-
ness area located in the northeast corner of 
Pinellas County. The land was snatched up 
in parcels with earliest purchases targeted to 
protect groundwater quality and waters 
flowing into Lake Tarpon. Adoption of the 
county’s growth management plan in 1989 
encouraged expansion of the conservation 
lands around that area. A Penny for Pinellas 
sales tax and state Preservation 2000 funds 
provided additional funds. 

‘‘Once we had the land, we needed to let 
people come in and the concept of environ-
mental education centers evolved,’’ Stowers 
says. ‘‘It was the commitment of the county 
commissioners to build these that became 
instrumental in passing the second penny 
tax.’’ 

‘‘He’s a rainmaker,’’ says former County 
Commissioner Sallie Parks. ‘‘Jake was al-
ways good at understanding where there 
were areas for compromise.’’ 

Most weekends find Stowers out on the 
water. Fort DeSoto and Weedon Island are 
favorite boating destinations, but the quiet 
stretches of Tampa Bay’s Braden and 
Hillsborough rivers hold special charms. ‘‘I 
can take a fly rod and popping bug or a spi-
der and catch bluegill all day,’’ says Stowers. 

Fishing is a family affair, exercised every 
chance they get. Stowers recalls a trip deep 
into the Alaskan wilderness where the fam-
ily spent time with Apabaskan Indians, 
whose poverty failed to dim their joy for the 
land and fishing. ‘‘We try to build those kind 
of cultural experiences in whenever we can,’’ 
he says. 
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EMERGENCY SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, our 
thoughts and prayers go out to all those af-
fected by the devastating destruction of Hurri-
cane Katrina. I know that the American people 
are a generous people. I know that the men 
and women of this Nation feel the suffering of 
their fellow citizens, and will continue to stand 
with them in any way that they can. 

We are here today to discuss what our gov-
ernment must do in the wake of this disaster. 
The emergency appropriations bill set to be 
passed this afternoon is a step in the right di-
rection. Everyone in this chamber realizes that 
more money—much more—will be needed in 
the days and months ahead. I’m confident that 

this Congress won’t think twice about doing 
everything necessary to meet the critical 
needs of the desperate citizens in the affected 
regions of our country. 

The shock and grief which has rightly moti-
vated this degree of Federal support is, how-
ever, already giving way to anger. Over the 
past 4 years, a great portion of our national 
discourse has focused on preparedness. 
Members of Congress have created new gov-
ernment entities, spent billions upon billions of 
dollars on them, and spoken at great length 
about the need for our country to be perpet-
ually vigilant and always ready to respond to 
any disaster which could befall it. 

It is therefore not surprising that the loss of 
life produced by this hurricane—perhaps four 
times as great as the human cost of Sep-
tember 11, 2001—has incensed our citizens 
and shocked observers around the world. It 
has revealed that we are still unable to re-
spond to homeland disasters in the fast and 
aggressive manner required. 

But as is often the case, what has hap-
pened in the Gulf States has also revealed 
what can only be described as a skewed set 
of national priorities. Simply put, this was a 
tragedy which didn’t have to happen. People 
at all levels of government have known for 
years that New Orleans was a greatly vulner-
able city. In fact, in 2001, the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency produced a list of 
the worst disasters which could confront our 
country. A hurricane striking New Orleans was 
at the top of that list. 

And so, it would be reasonable to expect 
that during the years leading up to this past 
week, local, State, and Federal Governments 
would have been doing everything within their 
power to prepare a complete and carefully 
planned strategy for how to deal with the after-
math of such an event. 

They didn’t. It was obvious that we still are 
not ready to evacuate a large number of peo-
ple from their homes to safety quickly and ef-
fectively. This failing is a danger to all Ameri-
cans, and must be corrected immediately. 

But what is worse, our government spent 
the last few years actually undermining our 
readiness for disaster prevention in New Orle-
ans and the surrounding region. Federal funds 
for flood control projects in that city have 
faced massive recent budget cuts. To cite but 
one example: The U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, which has so valiantly struggled against 
the rising floodwaters this week, had to strug-
gle previously against an 80 percent cut of its 
funding for New Orleans in 2004. Predictably, 
one of the major motivators of cuts like these 
was the spiraling costs of American military 
operations in Iraq, which continue to siphon off 
tens of billions of dollars from domestic pro-
grams. 

The natural defenses of New Orleans faced 
an assault as well. In 2003, the current Admin-
istration reversed a previous commitment to 
defending coastal wetlands which would have 
helped to mitigate the effect of storms on the 
Gulf coast. Instead, the areas were opened up 
for rapid development. 

Nor were the people of the region given the 
tools they needed for survival. Poverty in 
America has been increasing year after year. 
Now, 12.7 percent of our population lives in 
poverty—that’s four million more people than 
in 2001. As is overwhelmingly obvious, those 
damaged the most by Hurricane Katrina were 
some of our country’s poorest citizens. Before 

the storm hit, they were out of direct commu-
nication with authorities. They had no means 
to evacuate themselves or their families. And 
during the critical hours when wealthier resi-
dents were fleeing, the poorest were left alone 
to fend for themselves. 

It is true that the devastation vested upon 
New Orleans and the Gulf region was the 
product of an act of nature. But its severity 
was greatly exacerbated by a combination of 
a lack of vision by our leaders and a failure to 
properly prioritize our Nation’s energies and 
resources. Despite all the talk to the contrary, 
our government has viewed elective foreign 
wars as more important than having a real 
system in place here at home which can re-
spond to any contingency. It hasn’t seriously 
worked to address the poverty which makes 
millions of people all the more vulnerable to 
disasters. And it has seen commercial activity 
as simply being more valuable than defending 
the naturally existent barriers to disaster which 
we should be perfectly willing to save. 

If anything positive can come from this, I 
hope it’s a wake up call. This week, our fail-
ures had horrific consequences for millions of 
people, and they were especially devastating 
for just those men and women our society 
should be focused on the most: the poor, the 
elderly, the sick, the needy, the displaced, and 
the homeless. We must meet these serious 
problems head on and work to solve them. 
Our errors should not be covered up with polit-
ical grand standing and slaps on the back. 
This failure must not be swept under the rug. 
If we don’t learn from this horrible, horrible 
mistake, I fear we will repeat it, at a new point 
in time, and at a new place on the map. 

This Congress must do what is right for the 
people of this Nation. They will be watching. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO WANDA 
SAMEK 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 7, 2005 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Wanda Samek on her installation 
as President of the National Society of Ac-
countants. Entering into this role serves as a 
symbol of Mrs. Samek’s ongoing devotion and 
commitment to the organization. 

During her affiliation with the National Soci-
ety of Accountants, Mrs. Samek has held nu-
merous leadership positions, chairing various 
committees and task forces. In addition, she 
has received multiple honors, such as being 
named Accountant of the Year in 1994, win-
ning the Golden Quill Award in 1998, and the 
President’s Award in 2003. For her tireless 
service and dedication, Mrs. Samek was pre-
sented in 1996 with the Society’s most pres-
tigious accolade, the Distinguished Service 
Award. 

Within her new role as president, Mrs. 
Samek will provide leadership to the National 
Society of Accountants by serving as chair-
man of the organization’s Board of Directors 
and its Executive Committee which is respon-
sible for monitoring and implementing invest-
ment policy. During her tenure, she will also 
be presiding over many meetings of the asso-
ciation. In addition, she will deliver the annual 
message of the National Society to its Na-
tional Council of Delegates, providing them 
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