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kept an important black newspaper alive and
running in a community that needed and want-
ed to be kept abreast of events in Black Amer-
ica. Through his work as the paper's pub-
lisher, he ensured that the community was
aware of issues of importance to them and
knowledgeable on the events of the day.

Through his ownership of the Amsterdam
News, he worked to inform, educate, and acti-
vate a community which had suffered through
difficult times and knew that to improve their
stake in society they would have to be diligent
on the issues. He did not stray from controver-
sial topics or fail to express his opinions in the
best interest of his community.

Following the riots in reaction to the 1977
blackout in New York, John was outraged by
the reaction of the black community and read-
ily expressed his criticism of young alienated
Blacks and the lack of black leadership in
properly addressing the situation and providing
hope for future generations. John would later
head up the Emergency Aid Commission to
provide grants to local businesses harmed by
the looting that ensued from the blackout. He
impressed upon the community and its polit-
ical and social leadership the importance of
building up and supporting local businesses,
rather than tearing them down and destroying
their economic ability.

John Procope saw the value of investing in
local businesses in our communities. He en-
couraged entrepreneurs to not only provide
jobs to young people and the poor, but to pro-
vide opportunities to develop their skills and
nurture their talents within the community.
John and Ernesta, his wife, were strong advo-
cates of the Fair Access to Insurance Require-
ments plan in 1968 and have continued to
work in highly visible ways to address critical
issues and to support humanitarian and cul-
tural causes within the community.

Though John passed away at the age of 82,
he led a full and rewarding life. He cham-
pioned the good causes, fought the right
fights, and demanded the most of himself and
others. | knew him as an exceptional individual
and a trusted friend. The attached obituary
from the New York Times (July 18, 2005)
highlights the life story and accomplishments
of Mr. Procope.

JOHN L. PROCOPE, 82, PUBLISHER OF BLACK

NEWSPAPER IN HARLEM, DIES

JUuLy 18, 2006.—John L. Procope, an entre-
preneur and former publisher of The New
York Amsterdam News, died on Friday. He
was 82 and lived in Queens.

The cause was complications from pneu-
monia, according to E. G. Bowman Co.,
where he had served as chairman.

Mr. Procope, a graduate of Morgan State
University, was a marketing and advertising
executive at several companies before he
joined a consortium that bought The Am-
sterdam News, a black newspaper based in
Harlem, in 1971. He was one of six co-owners
of the newspaper when he succeeded Clarence

B. Jones as publisher in 1974.

After the 1977 blackout and the resultant
looting, Mr. Procope broke the traditional
restraint of vocal criticism against other
prominent blacks.

He published a blistering front-page edi-
torial that contended that there was a ‘“‘mas-
sive vacuum of leadership in the black com-
munities across the city.”

The editorial said that since black leaders
‘“‘hadn’t exercised real leadership prior to the
blackout, there was no established commu-
nication with our young people to use as a
base for communication when the looters
began.”’
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He was appointed chairman of the seven-
member Emergency Aid Commission, which
disbursed about $3 million in grants to busi-
nesses hurt by the looting.

In the late 1970’s, two co-owners of The
Amsterdam News tried to remove Mr.
Procope as publisher, saying that business
contracts his wife, Ernesta G. Procope, had
with the city resulted in a conflict of inter-
est—a contention the Procopes denied.

Mr. Procope left the newspaper in 1982 to
focus on E. G. Bowman, an insurance com-
pany that had been founded by his wife that
was one of the first major African-American-
owned businesses on Wall Street. The com-
pany’s client list started with underserved
Brooklyn homeowners but grew to include
Fortune 500 companies.

Mr. Procope and his wife were a driving
force behind the creation of the Fair Access
to Insurance Requirements plan in 1968 to
help make insurance available to all resi-
dents of New York State. He and his wife
were also highly visible in political and phil-
anthropic circles.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by
two sisters, Dr. Jean Martin of Bloomfield,
Conn.; and Jonelle Terrell of Manhattan.

————

CONGRATULATIONS TO SPECIAL
OLYMPICS ON 37"TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. PATRICK J. KENNEDY

OF RHODE ISLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2005

Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, | would like to take this opportunity to con-
gratulate the Special Olympics on the celebra-
tion of their 37th anniversary. When the Spe-
cial Olympics was founded in 1968, individuals
with developmental disabilities were all too
often separated from their families, as well as
segregated from their communities. My aunt,
Eunice Shriver, was able to see the potential
of individuals with intellectual disabilities
through her sister, and my Aunt, Rosemary.
She was confident in her, and other disabled
individuals’, ability to participate in a meaning-
ful way in their communities. By using sport as
a vehicle and stage for demonstrating the dig-
nity and capability of people with intellectual
disabilities, Mrs. Shriver recognized the impact
not only on the athletes themselves, but on
the nation, as well. When the first International
Special Olympic Games were held in 1968,
1,000 athletes participated from 26 states and
Canada. Today, the Special Olympics serves
more than 1.73 million athletes in 150 coun-
tries around the world.

The Special Olympics goes far beyond serv-
ing the athletic needs of their participants, and
has recently developed an initiative to provide
much needed medical health services titled
“Healthy Athletes.” Special Olympics “Healthy
Athletes” improves access and health care for
athletes at event-based health screenings, as
well as makes referrals to local health practi-
tioners when necessary. The data collected
during these screenings also provides valu-
able information on the specific health needs
of individuals with intellectual disabilities. In
fact, data from the 2003 Summer games
showed that 30 percent of all athletes reported
never having an eye exam and also referred
23 percent of athletes for follow-up by a phys-
ical therapist.

The benefit of the Special Olympics to ath-
letes, families, volunteers, and coaches cannot
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be adequately measured by statistics and
numbers, but can be best represented by the
recognition of the potential of individuals with
intellectual disabilities by our society. Con-
gratulations to the Special Olympics on 37
years of extraordinary service.

THE 31ST BLACK ANNIVERSARY
OF THE TURKISH INVASION OF
CYPRUS

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2005

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 31st Anniversary of the Turkish
Invasion of Cyprus. First, | would like to ac-
knowledge Representative BILIRAKIS and Rep-
resentative MALONEY for their efforts in bring-
ing this issue to Congress.

Today, as you well know marks the Anniver-
sary of a day 31 years ago when the people
of Cyprus’s lives changed. In 1974, Turkish
forces invaded Northern Cyprus and seized
control of more than one-third of the Island.
Cyprus has for the past 31 years been divided
by a 113 mile barbed wire fence that runs
across the island. Therefore, Greek Cypriotes
are prohibited from visiting the towns and
communities where their families have lived
for generations. In 1983, illegal occupiers of
the island declared the territory to be an inde-
pendent state and called it the “Turkish Re-
public of Northern Cyprus,” a country which
today remains shunned by the International
Community and is not recognized by anyone
besides Turkey. Currently there are over
35,000 Turkish troops illegally stationed and it
continues to be one of the most militarized
areas in the world.

| commend the United States Government,
the European Union and the United Nations
for encouraging a solution to the problem
plaguing Cyprus. | sincerely hope that by tak-
ing a stance today, we can promote a re-
newed effort for direct negotiations and help
the Greek Cypriotes get back what is rightfully
theirs.

| would like to express my support of the
Greek Cypriotes who have been
disenfranchised for generations and continue
to be mistreated today.

———

HONORING THE PLEASANT GREEN
BAPTIST CHURCH

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2005

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | want to ac-
knowledge the contributions of a very special
church in Louisiana’s 7th Congressional Dis-
trict.

The Pleasant Green Baptist Church has
been an important part of the Sulphur commu-
nity and on July 31, 2005, Pleasant Green will
be celebrating its 100th anniversary.

The church’s current leader, Rev. James
Gatewood, is a dedicated servant. His suc-
cess and the church’s strong presence are di-
rectly attributable to the faith, generosity, and
contributions of the congregation. The church
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