July 20, 2005

The existing rail would be available for use
within weeks of an agreement between Arme-
nia, Turkey, and Georgia. Furthermore, the Ar-
menian people are willing to forego using the
rail until normal relations with Turkey are es-
tablished. Mr. Speaker, although normal rela-
tions may still take some time, there is no rea-
son to further shut Armenia out of the equa-
tion.

Moreover, the building of this railroad also
highlights the ongoing struggle between Arme-
nia and Azerbaijan. Known by all, Azerbaijan’s
main goal is to strangle Armenia into submis-
sion of Nagorno-Karabakh. This railroad does
just that.

The United States and other countries
around the world, including Turkey, need to
allow these two countries to agree upon a so-
lution regarding Nagorno-Karabakh. It is nec-
essary that third parties remain neutral. The
proposed railroad not only stunts the diplo-
matic progress between Armenia, Turkey and
Azerbaijan, it unnecessarily blocks Armenia’s
economic and political progress.

| encourage my colleagues to look at the
facts of this situation. The existing rail link
would be available essentially as soon as pos-
sible and it would take a minimal amount of
funding in order to get it usable again. Where-
as, a new rail link would take months if not
years to build, and would cost an estimated
$400-$800 million. There should be no ques-
tion as to which plan the United States sup-
ports.

——————

PRAIRIE HORIZONS TRAIL
OFFICIALLY OPENS

HON. MARILYN N. MUSGRAVE

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 20, 2005

Mrs. MUSGRAVE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the groups and individuals who made
the Prairie Horizons Trail a reality for South-
eastern Colorado. It has been an extremely
long process, but the hard work has come to
fruition with the official opening of the Prairie
Horizons Trail. This trail is a part of the Trans-
America Bicycle Trail.

This trail crosses the United States from
Yorktown, VA to Astoria, OR and it passes
through the beautiful Eastern Plains of Colo-
rado’s 4th Congressional District, with more
than 100 miles of Highway 96.

Eastern Colorado communities and counties
have come together to work on a plan for the
trail corridor in the region, which has been
named the Prairie Horizons Trail.

On July 1,2005 Joy Lujan with the National
Parks Service and Janet Frederick, Executive
Director for the Kiowa County Economic De-
velopment Foundation, were met in Sugar
City, Ordway, Crowley, and Olney Springs by
county commissioners, mayors and community
activists as the Prairie Horizons trail was offi-
cially opened.

Lujan and Frederick presented business
owners with commemorative “Cyclists Wel-
come” signs and spoke briefly about the new
brochures about the trail.

| am proud to represent Crowley County
Commissioners Dwight Gardner and Matt
Heimerich along with Sugar City Council-
woman Eleanor Neiffert, Ordway Mayor Nancy
Moore, Wendy Pettit with the Colorado De-
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partment of Transportation, Crowley County
School Superintendent John McCleary, Olney
Springs Mayor Deb DeVore, and the many
other citizens who assisted in making this
project possible. This is a wonderful addition
to the Eastern Plains and to the communities
in which this trail passes. It is my great honor
to recognize the opening of the Prairie Hori-
zons Trail.

———

CONGRESSIONAL COMMENDATION
FOR THE LIFE OF MRS. IRENE
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HON. CORRINE BROWN

OF FLORIDA
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Wednesday, July 20, 2005

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, this communication is forwarded on
behalf of the constituents of Congressional
District Three and myself as we pay tribute to
the life of Irene Lockett.

We are all deeply and profoundly saddened
by the loss of this gentle and loving spirit.
Irene was a true believer in God and family.
She encouraged us to be our very best in all
we do, at all times. Throughout her life, her
loving spirit was unshakeable, her will un-
daunted, her stature in the church she loved
and in the community she cherished remained
strong and led Pat, her daughter, and my sis-
ter, to pledge her life to public service. She
was the wife of Walter Lockett, mother of Pat
Lockett-Felder, a member of the Jacksonville,
Florida City Council, a grandmother, a great-
grandmother and a Matriarch to all, family and
friends alike. She absorbed our fears and our
tears with her gentle embrace. When | think of
Irene Lockett, | am reminded of the words of
Paul in the Book of 2nd Timothy, “For | am
now ready to be offered, and the time of my
departure is at hand. | have fought a good
fight, | have finished my course, | have kept
my faith”.

Though our hearts ache, our tears of pain
are mixed with loving memories of her smile,
her touch, and that gleam in her eyes telling
each of us how much she loved us, even
when words would not flow. She kept her
promise—to love us, nurture us, guide us, and
in her own way, she prepared us for this day.
Weep not in mournful pain, shed tears of joy
for Irene—no more pain, no more hurt—rest
now in the arms of the Father who welcomes
her home and whispers gently, “well done my
child”.

RECOGNIZING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SOLIDARITY
MOVEMENT IN POLAND

SPEECH OF

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, July 18, 2005

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to
be an original cosponsor of H. Res. 328, and
| rise on behalf of the more than 111,000 of
my constituents who are of Polish descent to
recognize the 25th anniversary of the workers’
strikes in Poland in 1980. These strikes pres-
sured the government to recognize the Soli-
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darity Trade Union and, eventually, to enact
fundamental changes in the government in
Poland. It is my privilege to join with Poland,
friends of Poland and people of Polish descent
around the world in honoring this historic date.

The summer of 1980 was a turbulent time in
Poland. Soviet domination resulted not only in
political oppression but in deep economic cri-
sis. In response to these conditions, workers
were striking in several cities across the coun-
try. In 1979, the visit by Pope John Il added
to the hope and desire of all Polish people for
change and demonstrated the possibility of
mass independent movements.

The Independent and Self-Governing Soli-
darity Trade Union was established as a result
of the Gdansk Accords signed on August 31,
1980 between striking workers and the com-
munist government. In this agreement the gov-
ernment conceded to striking workers’ re-
quests and allowed them to form free trade
unions, independent from the government and
communist party, an unprecedented situation
under the Iron Curtain.

By signing the accords the communist gov-
ernment hoped to appease workers while en-
trenching their power. To the government’s
great disappointment, the Solidarity Trade
Union grew rapidly. By 1981, Solidarity boast-
ed an unparalleled membership of nearly 10
million workers or more than a half of the Pol-
ish labor force and almost one third of the en-
tire population. Employees from all sectors of
economy and positions joined en masse, in-
cluding workers, professionals, intellectuals,
students and members of political opposition.
The Solidarity Trade Union became a huge
social and political movement, representing
the Polish nation’s aspirations for freedom, de-
mocracy and better living conditions after
more than thirty-five years of communism and
Soviet control.

However, the road to freedom was not easy.
Seeing how popular and powerful the union
was becoming, the communist government of
Poland imposed Martial Law in 1981, followed
by persecution, imprisonment and forced emi-
gration of many Solidarity members, including
Lech Walesa. Nonetheless, the banned Soli-
darity Trade Union kept aggravating both with-
in Poland and abroad with the instrumental
support of Pope John Paul Il.

In 1989, the will of millions prevailed: the
communist government gave in and held talks
with the Solidarity Trade Union. These “round
table negotiations” resulted in free elections to
the National Assembly, won almost completely
by candidates supported by the Solidarity
Trade Union. Subsequently, the noncommu-
nist prime minister was elected later that year,
and in 1990, Lech Walesa, a former worker-
electrician and the leader of the Solidarity
Trade Union who had been instrumental in
workers’ strikes of 1980 and in the Gdansk
Accords, became the first elected president of
the newly non-communist Poland. Com-
munism was peacefully overthrown.

Within a year, following the Polish example,
the regimes in the Czech Republic, Hungary
and East Germany had fallen. By 1991, com-
munism was overthrown throughout Europe
thanks to the inspiration of the Solidarity Trade
Union.

With its long and rich history and traditions,
Poland regained its rightful place among free
and independent nations, first as a contrib-
uting partner in the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization, NATO, and last year, as a full mem-
ber of the European Union. Today, Poland
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