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had me down. I viewed the morning
with much alarm, the British Museum,
had lost its charm. How long I won-
dered could this thing last, but the age
of miracles had not passed. For sud-
denly, I saw you there, and through
foggy London Town, the sun was shin-
ing everywhere.”

I offer to you, our ally, our partner,
our friend, as long as you in England
and we in the United States continue
to show strength and resolve against
enemies of our peace and prosperity
and our freedom, both on our soil, and
in foggy London Town, and lands of all
people, the sun is shining and will be
shining everywhere.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 37
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

————
O 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. MILLER of Michigan) at 2
p.m.

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P.
Coughlin, offered the following prayer:

Often when we are called to prayer,
Lord, we bow our heads and close our
eyes. We do this out of reverence and
close the windows of this world to
focus our attention on the spiritual,
which cannot be seen.

But when Your spirit quickens our
spirit within, Your holiness penetrates
our being and illumines everything
around us. For this reason, prayer is
truly an awakening. Our minds and
hearts are lifted and we become more
aware of sin and grace within us and
around us.

Prayer itself helps us face the tasks
of the day and the problems to be
solved with new determination and the
gift of creation of new possibilities.
Therefore, send Your spirit of prayer
upon the House of Representatives
today, this week, and forever. Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms.
FoxX) come forward and lead the House
in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

CONGRATULATIONS TO OFFICER
ANDREW PHILLIPS

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate
Marietta police officer Andrew Phil-
lips. On July 13 he received the Na-
tional Public Safety Medal of Valor
from President Bush at a White House
ceremony. Officer Phillips is the first
officer from Georgia to receive the
award, the Nation’s highest accolade
for bravery.

The award was created by the U.S.
Justice Department, and it honors pub-
lic safety workers who show excep-
tional courage in the line of duty.

Officer Phillips was recognized for
saving the lives of two fellow officers
last year after they were shot upon en-
tering a house with a search warrant.
Instead of retreating, Phillips returned
gunfire until the man threw down his
weapon and surrendered.

As an officer on the Narcotics Task
Force, Officer Phillips is the epitome of
the kind of courageous and valiant men
and women we want on our police
forces. I thank him for going to work
every day and putting his life on the
line for all of us. It is because of his
type of heroic actions that we all feel
protected in our communities.

Madam Speaker, I am proud to say
Officer Phillips is from Georgia’s Sixth
District. He is a leader in our commu-
nity, and I am thrilled to honor his
service and his accomplishments. Con-
gratulations, Officer Phillips.

———
THE PEOPLE OF ALEXANDER
COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA

HAVE PLENTY TO CELEBRATE

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to recognize and congratulate
Paragon Films, Incorporated, which is
scheduled to open a new 40,000-square
foot manufacturing facility in Alex-
ander County, North Carolina, in Octo-
ber.

The company, which is the sixth
largest manufacturer of stretch film
products in America, will create 25 new
jobs during its first 2 years of oper-
ation and will invest $10 million into
the county. Paragon Films predicts
that within 8 to 10 years it will produce
$100 million in revenue and employ 150
people.

Madam Speaker, I am confident that
Paragon Films is making a wise invest-
ment and am pleased they are bringing
a high-quality company with great ca-
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reer opportunities to the hard-working
people in Alexander County.

I am also impressed by the values of
this company. Paragon plans to estab-
lish a Paragon for Christ trust fund
shortly after opening to help reach
those who are in need. The company’s
president and CEO, Mike Baab, said,
“We take care of people. If your focus
is on the almighty dollar, then you lose
sight of the people.”

Madam Speaker, the people of Alex-
ander County have plenty to celebrate.

———————

PASSING CAFTA IS THE RIGHT
THING TO DO

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, this
morning I heard on National Public
Radio a report of a survey, a bipartisan
survey, that was conducted in which
people were saying that while they feel
good about their own economic situa-
tion, they are less optimistic about the
overall economy.

I think it is very important for us to
note that the underlying figures that
we have, as well as empirical evidence,
show that we have a very strong, bold,
and dynamic economy that has been
brought about, in large part, due to the
tax cuts proposed by President Bush
and that we in this Republican Con-
gress have implemented.

We now have an unemployment rate
of 5 percent, which is lower than the
average for the 1970s, the 1980s, and the
1990s; a 3.8 percent gross domestic prod-
uct growth, and 146,000 jobs created in
the last month. That is a number that
has been continuing to grow, and we
need to recognize that it has been our
policies that have created that.

We have on the horizon a very impor-
tant issue in the coming days that we
are going to be voting on, and that is a
market-opening opportunity for us
with passage of the Central American
Free Trade Agreement.

The world has access to the U.S. con-
sumer market, Madam Speaker, and
unfortunately, because of the tariff
structure, and a tariff is a tax, we are
unable to sell into other parts of the
world. Ninety-four percent of the
world’s consumers are outside of our
border.

We need to do everything we can to
pass the CAFTA so that we, imme-
diately upon implementation of it, will
see 80 percent of our products get into
these Central American countries tar-
iff-free. It is the right thing for the
American consumer, and it is the right
thing for political stability in this
hemisphere.

——————

SOUTHWESTERN BREEDS FUTURE
LEADERS
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)
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