July 13, 2005

Belleville. The combination of Medford
and Belleville resulted in the now fa-
miliar name of Fordville.

The people of Fordville are proud of
their local public schools and the rail-
road system, which helps to sustain the
city. Additionally, the city has a
strong farming co-operative system
featuring a new grain elevator. Their
lively centennial celebration included
a parade, street dance, musicals and a
fireworks display.

I ask the Senate to join me in con-
gratulating Fordville, ND, and its resi-
dents on their first 100 years and in
wishing them well through the next
century. By honoring Fordville and all
the other historic small towns of North
Dakota, we keep the pioneering tradi-
tion alive for future generations. It is
places such as Fordville that shaped
this country into what it is today,
which is why this fine community de-
serves our recognition.

Fordville has a proud past and a
bright future.®

—————

100TH ANNIVERSARY OF TURTLE
LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA

e Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor a community in North
Dakota that is celebrating its 100th an-
niversary. From July 15 to 17, the resi-
dents of Turtle Lake, ND, will cele-
brate their history and the town’s
founding.

Turtle Lake is a small town in north-
central North Dakota with a popu-
lation of 580. Despite its small size,
Turtle Lake holds an important place
in North Dakota’s history. The founder
of Turtle Lake was Peter Miller, the
earliest homesteader in the region. Mr.
Miller established the Turtle Lake post
office in his farmhouse on January 25,
1886, and subsequently formed the first
Turtle Lake business by setting up a
shop under a lean-to. As other busi-
nesses spread throughout the area, the
Miller town site was formed. Over the
next decade, the post office moved to
Wanamaker town site and then finally
to the current location of Turtle Lake,
north of the lake itself. The commu-
nities of the area came together and
were incorporated as the village of Tur-
tle Lake in 1907. Turtle Lake is a thriv-
ing community today, with a rapidly
growing tourist industry that brings
visitors to the turtle shaped lake for
which the town is named.

I ask the Senate to join me in con-
gratulating Turtle Lake, ND, and its
residents on their first 100 years and in
wishing them well through the next
century. I believe that by honoring
Turtle Lake and all the other historic
small towns of North Dakota, we keep
the pioneering, frontier spirit alive for
future generations. It is places such as
Turtle Lake that have helped to shape
this country into what it is today. I be-
lieve that the community of Turtle
Lake is deserving of our recognition.

Turtle Lake has a proud past and a
bright future.e
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IDAHO’S VERY OWN GUNFIGHTERS

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I would
like to recognize a nontraditional
Idaho community that although a Fed-
eral installation, is as much a part of
our State as any other community.
The Mountain Home Air Force Base
Gunfighters support and execute our
military air mission worldwide while
devoting time and energy to improve
the quality of life on base and off.

In the 1940s, Mountain Home Air
Force Base was established and over
the next few decades took on many dif-
ferent Air Force missions including
bombers, fighters, tankers, and even
intercontinental ballistic missiles for a
short time. As the needs and overall
mission of the Air Force has evolved
over the years, Mountain Home has fol-
lowed suit, proven to be a site of flexi-
bility and superior support, operations,
and training. Wings based at Mountain
Home have provided air support all
around the world and, in times of need
like September 11, here at home. The
capabilities of the personnel, facilities,
resources and organizations at Moun-
tain Home have always been character-
ized by flexibility, readiness and imme-
diate and forceful global deployment in
a tightly controlled and effective com-
mand and control environment. Exer-
cising their skills and military profes-
sionalism, Gunfighters have not only
fought the battles but participated in
reconstruction and humanitarian mis-
sions in the current conflict in the
Middle East as well as other places
around the globe where innocent people
are suffering from the evils of poverty,
economic oppression, and the tragedies
of natural disasters.

In a similar way, Gunfighters have
proven to be able to ‘‘deploy’ to the
community on base and off at a mo-
ment’s notice when duty calls. Last
year alone, volunteers worked on base
more than 100,000 hours valued at $1.5
million. Many of these individuals al-
ready have more than full-time work in
the military but have found the time
to make a difference to others expect-
ing no compensation. Stories abound of
emergency assistance given by mem-
bers of the military to civilians in
Idaho. Recently, two jet fighters es-
corted a disabled civilian aircraft to
safety, averting a possible crash and fa-
tality. Another form of giving that is
particularly important to the troops
who are deployed is donating blood. I
am proud to say that in the recent
Armed Forces blood drive, Mountain
Home Air Force Base more than dou-
bled its goal and donated a total of 265
units of blood that was shipped directly
to Iraq. In addition, the base sent 60
units of a special blood product de-
signed to promote quick clotting to our
mobile medical units. What a terrific
example of fellow soldiers and families
lending aid and comfort to our military
men and women across the world.

I offer my sincere thanks and grati-
tude to our very own Idaho Gun-
fighters, both at Mountain Home and
deployed. You make Idaho proud.e
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HONORING THE CITY OF
CHAMBERLAIN, SOUTH DAKOTA

e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President,
today I wish to honor and publicly ac-
knowledge the 125th anniversary of
Chamberlain, SD, a small city nestled
on the eastern bluffs of the Missouri
River marking the divide between east-
ern and western South Dakota.

Chamberlain, located in Brule Coun-
ty in central South Dakota, was found-
ed in 1880. The land on which the town
is located was obtained from the Fed-
eral Government by means of Civil War
script. Once the property was acquired,
a small group of men, for whom the
streets of the city are now named, es-
tablished the town. Soon thereafter, it
was announced that the railroad would
pass through the area, thus bringing a
flood of pioneers to the city in search
of a new home on the frontier.

The town of Chamberlain grew rap-
idly. Within weeks, it was home to the
Merchant’s Hotel, the Brule County
Bank and the Dakota Fire and Marine
Insurance Company. Chamberlain’s
post office was established in May of
1881, and the Dakota Register, the
town’s first newspaper, was founded
later that year.

The first church in Chamberlain was
the Congregational Church, established
under the leadership of Reverend W.H.
Thrall. Built in 1881, the structure was
donated by Selah Chamberlain, an offi-
cer of the Milwaukee railroad and the
man for whom Chamberlain was
named. The church still stands today
as a symbol of unity in this small city.
Other denominations, including the
Methodists, Catholics, Episcopalians,
Lutherans, and Seventh Day Advent-
ists, also established their respective
churches in Chamberlain’s early years.

Ask any of its residents about the
history of Chamberlain and they will
probably recount the story of Theodore
Roosevelt’s campaign visit. Roosevelt
and his band of Rough Riders arrived
from the west on a very windy day
when the air was so full of dust that
people could barely see each other as
they made their way around the town.
Consequently, two cowboys collided on
the street and one of the horses was
killed in the accident. Roosevelt asked
Mr. Lockwood, marshal of the day, if a
local cowboy would lend him a horse.
The request was overheard by a nearby
rancher who promptly offered up one of
his. Roosevelt, proud of his new acqui-
sition, rode the horse around town with
local boys until he left to continue his
campaign elsewhere.

Chamberlain is also known as one of
the many places the Louis and Clark
Expedition passed through. In mid-Sep-
tember of 1804, the team was greeted by
exotic animals, such as jackrabbits,
antelopes, mule deer and black-billed
magpies, as well as the enormous herds
of buffalo, deer, elk and antelope. The
path the expedition traveled is now a
popular hiking destination for out-
doorsmen and history buffs alike.

Like most young communities in the
Dakotas, Chamberlain was not without
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