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from Arizona (Mr. FLAKE), which will
require that before this project moves
from planning to construction in 5
years, that the minimum justification
for the demand for barge traffic, the ra-
tionale for the project, is justified.
Taxpayers deserve no less for the larg-
est water resources project in Amer-
ica’s history.
——

REVISING THE NATIONAL FLOOD
MAPS

(Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor-
ida. Mr. Speaker, my district is the
fifth congressional district of Florida,
and the area is commonly referred to
as the ‘“‘Nature Coast.”” Residents of
this area, most of them are not owners
of beachfront property; they live on
what previously were pristine, swampy
wetlands that were filled in. We cer-
tainly have a beautiful view and, unfor-
tunately, while it is the Nature Coast,
it also has historically been the area
where many hurricanes have hit.

While this last hurricane, Dennis, did
not directly hit our area, we had resid-
ual effects of the hurricane. We had
storm surges, and a lot of areas were
under water. Suddenly, residents
thought they owned waterfront prop-
erty, because right out front of their
homes, waterfront existed.

I am very, very glad to see that we
are looking at revising the national
flood maps so people who previously
were denied flood insurance now, once
we revise those flood maps, they will be
able also to be able to purchase flood
insurance.

GAMING INDUSTRY FUELS
ECONOMY

(Ms. BERKLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. BERKLEY. Mr. Speaker, I came
down to the floor to speak about Social
Security and the President’s plan to
privatize, but after hearing the com-
ments of the gentleman from Virginia
regarding the gaming industry, I felt it
is my responsibility as the Congress-
woman from Las Vegas to speak on be-
half of the gaming industry.

I grew up in Las Vegas. I know the
people well. I know the community
well. And I know the industry well. My
father has a ninth-grade education. He
was a waiter when I was growing up.
On a waiter’s salary in a Las Vegas ca-
sino, he made enough money to put a
roof over our heads, food on the table,
clothes on our backs and two daughters
through college and law school. That is
not so bad on a waiter’s salary. The
reason he was able to do that was be-
cause of a strong economy fueled by
the gaming industry.

For anybody that thinks that the so-
cial ills of this country are caused by
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gaming, I invite them to come to my
beautiful city of Las Vegas and see for
themselves firsthand the strong econ-
omy based on the gaming industry that
is run by some of the most reputable
people that I have ever met. Come to
Las Vegas and see for yourself the won-
ders of that amazing community.

———

TIME FOR KARL ROVE TO STEP
ASIDE

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, it ap-
pears that either President Bush’s
righthand man Karl Rove was deceiv-
ing his boss or the Bush administration
was deceiving the American people in
regards to the leak of a CIA agent’s
identity to the press.

When asked in September 2003 if he
had any knowledge or leaked the name
of the CIA agent to the press, Rove
simply answered, ‘‘no.”” The deception
continued earlier this month when, on
July 4th, Rove simply amended his pre-
vious statements by saying, ‘“I'll re-
peat what I said to ABC News when
this whole thing broke some number of
months ago, I didn’t know her name,
didn’t leak her name.” Last week, after
Newsweek reported that the leak came
from Rove, Rove’s attorney shot back
and said Rove ‘‘did not tell any re-
porter that Valerie Plame worked for
the CIA.”

Well, now Karl Rove’s attorney is ad-
mitting that Rove did tell a reporter
that Joseph Wilson’s wife was a CIA
agent. Sounds like a leak to me. So, it
is now time for President Bush to ask
for Karl Rove to go.

———————

AMERICAN NEWSPAPERS NOT
BUYING CONGRESSIONAL REPUB-
LICAN SOCIAL SECURITY PLAN

(Mr. MELANCON asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. MELANCON. Mr. Speaker, Amer-
ica’s editorial boards, both liberal and
conservative, were not fooled by the
Congressional Republican Social Secu-
rity proposal unveiled this past month.
The Republican plan would create pri-
vate accounts out of the money now
going into the Social Security trust
fund.

The Baltimore Sun called the plan
‘““the worst plan yet.” While the Min-
neapolis Star-Tribune said, ‘It is so
weird and ill-conceived that it wouldn’t
merit comment, except that prominent
GOP lawmakers have rallied around
it.” USA Today examined the plan and
concluded, ‘‘for every one part sub-
stance, the plan contains nine parts
gimmick.”” While the New York Times
wrote that the plan abandons ‘‘efforts
to restore solvency in order to resusci-
tate those doomed, unwanted, unwise
private accounts.” Finally, the Roa-
noke Times and World News opined,
“Republicans touting the plan say it
will stop the ‘raid’ on the Social Secu-

H5645

rity trust fund. But if they wish to
identify those perpetrating that ‘raid’
for the last 4 years, they need only
look in a very large mirror.”

Mr. Speaker, Republicans are no
longer fooling anyone. It is time that
they take privatization off the table.

——
O 1030
KARL ROVE MUST GO

(Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, a couple of weeks ago, the
right wing hit man, who is now the
deputy chief of staff in the White
House made an outrageously, con-
sciously dishonest set of attacks on
Members of this body by arguing that
liberals had show ignored the terrible
events of September 11, despite the fact
that we virtually unanimously voted to
g0 to war in Afghanistan, and voted for
a homeland security department, in
fact advocated it over the administra-
tion’s objections.

We now have learned that the re-
sponse of this hit man was to leak the
name of a CIA agent, probably in viola-
tion of the law, certainly in violation
of the rules that ought to be in place.
And now we have this defense, the law-
yer having previously denied that he
did it, now says, well, it was not really
a problem because he only said it was
Joe Wilson’s wife, he did not mention
her name.

Now, perhaps the President’s hit man
maybe got him confused with one of his
Saudi prince friends that thought that
Mr. WILSON was a polygamist and had
several wives and therefore identifying
his wife would have thrown people off
the track.

But I do not think that is really ac-
ceptable in a court of law. And as to
the argument that by not naming her
no one knew who he meant, does any-
one doubt that the right wing hit man
I am talking about, whose name I have
not previously mentioned, is Karl
Rove.

———

KARL ROVE MUST WALK THE
PLANK

(Mr. MENENDEZ asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, now
that we know Karl Rove was one of the
White House officials who leaked the
identity of Valerie Plame, it is time for
President Bush to hold his right-hand
man accountable and ask for Rove’s
resignation. This is, after all, what
members of his own administration
stated would happen when the Presi-
dent learned the identity of those re-
sponsible for the leak.

In September of 2003, White House
Press Secretary Scott McClelland told
reporters, “‘If anyone in this adminis-
tration was involved in it, they would
no longer be in this administration.”
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