June 27, 2005

The Longhorns’ win caps off another
impressive season of University of
Texas baseball. The team had a com-
bined 51-16 record in the regular season
and the playoffs, setting up another op-
portunity to compete for the national

championship.
Under the guidance of Coach Augie
Garrido, the Longhorns went

undefeated in their five games of the
series, pulling off a 6-2 victory over the
Florida Gators in the final match-up
on Sunday.

Credit for this outstanding victory is
due to the entire Longhorns’ baseball
team, coaching staff, and the athletic
department at the University of Texas.

Special recognition for the win is
also owed to the most outstanding
player of the series, third baseman
David Maroul. His six hits and six runs
were a major factor in the Longhorns’
championship win.

Mr. Speaker, congratulations go to
Coach Garrido and all the Longhorn
players on their great victory.

———

GUANTANAMO PROTECTS
AMERICAN FAMILIES

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on Saturday, I was grateful to
join a 16 member delegation led by the
gentleman from California (Mr.
HUNTER), the Committee on Armed
Services chairman, to view the deten-
tion facilities at Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

In the extensive briefings by Briga-
dier General Jay Hood with representa-
tives of JAG, Naval medicine, the FBI,
and interrogators, I am convinced we
have patriotic professionals conducting
a humane mission to protect American
families in the war on terrorism. The
detainees’ meal was as good as any I
had in my 31 years of Army Guard serv-
ice, and I can see why the prisoners
this year gained 5 pounds over last
year.

I urge all of my colleagues to visit
the base to learn firsthand of the hard-
core killers who are detained as inter-
rogation proceeds to secure intel-
ligence on terrorist cells. Not a single
life has been lost at Guantanamo, but
thousands of lives have been saved in
the Middle East, Europe and America
because of information which enables
terrorists to be arrested before they
murder at random.

In conclusion, God bless our troops
and we will never forget September 11.

GITMO

(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, 1
too just returned from a bipartisan del-
egation to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba in
order to review the procedures that are
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used in handling and questioning the
enemy combatants we have detained
there.

After hearing months of criticism
from the left and hearing our military
men and women compared to Nazis and
Guantanamo described as a gulag, I
was glad for the opportunity to see the
facility myself.

Do my colleagues know what I found?
I found Guantanamo to be a well-run,
secure facility that is essential in our
fight in protecting America from ter-
rorism.

For weeks and months, we have been
told that the place was violating vir-
tually every standard of decency in the
free world. Well, these detainees do get
3 meals a day. They are allowed to wor-
ship. They are receiving health care.

I hope that the Democrats who know
that to be true, who were with us, who
viewed all the work at Guantanamo,
will take a stand and tell the truth
about Guantanamo and the wonderful
men and women in our military who
are serving there, working to Kkeep
America safe.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote is objected to under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken after 6:30 p.m. today.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL HOME-
OWNERSHIP MONTH AND THE IM-
PORTANCE OF HOMEOWNERSHIP
IN THE UNITED STATES

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I move to sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion (H. Res. 312) recognizing National
Homeownership Month and the impor-
tance of homeownership in the United
States.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 312

Whereas the President of the United States
has issued a proclamation designating the
month of June 2005 as National Homeowner-
ship Month;

Whereas the national homeownership rate
in the United States has reached a record
high of 69.1 percent and more than half of all
minority families are homeowners;

Whereas the people of the United States
are one of the best-housed populations in the
world;

Whereas owning a home is a fundamental
part of the American dream and is the larg-
est personal investment many families will
ever make;

Whereas homeownership provides eco-
nomic security for homeowners by aiding
them in building wealth over time and
strengthens communities through a greater
stake among homeowners in local schools,
civic organizations, and churches;

Whereas improving homeownership oppor-
tunities requires the commitment and co-
operation of the private, public, and non-
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profit sectors, including the Federal Govern-
ment and State and local governments; and

Whereas the current laws of the United
States, such as the American Dream Down-
payment Act, encourage homeownership and
should continue to do so in the future: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) fully supports the goals and ideals of
National Homeownership Month; and

(2) recognizes the importance of home-
ownership in building strong communities
and families.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. NEY) and the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. FRANK) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. NEY).

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H. Res. 312 which recognizes Na-
tional Homeownership Month and the
importance of homeownership in the
United States. It is offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GARY G.
MILLER), my colleague and friend, who
could not be here this moment to carry
it. He has done a lot of great work on
it.

It has very good sponsors, also the
gentleman from Ohio (Chairman
OXLEY); the gentleman from Massachu-
setts (Mr. FRANK), our ranking mem-
ber; of course myself and the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATERS);
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
HARRIS) and other supporters. This res-
olution is a testament to the benefits
of a strong and robust housing market
in this country.

A home is more than just the symbol
of the American dream. It is the back-
bone of our American way of life.

Over the past 3 years, the housing
market has driven the national econ-
omy as Americans bought and refi-
nanced homes in record numbers. Many
regions were spared the worst of the re-
cent recession due to the strength of
some local housing markets.

Today, the housing sector directly
accounts for about 14 percent of the
country’s total gross domestic product.
Building a home involves multiple seg-
ments of our economy, including build-
ers, bankers, mortgage lenders, real-
tors and numerous other people that
are involved in this whole process.

June is National Homeownership
Month, and so many of our partners
celebrate this because in America,
every citizen, regardless of race, creed,
color or place of birth, has the oppor-
tunity and should have the opportunity
to own a home of their own.

Homeownership creates community
stakeholders who tend to be active in
charities, churches, and neighborhood
activities. Homeownership inspires
civic responsibility, and homeowners
are more likely to vote and get in-
volved with local issues. Families own-
ing a home offer children a stable liv-
ing environment, and in many cases it
influences their personal development
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