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$60 for oil, the whole world pays that,
all our competitors pay that, and we
are a very competitive global economy.
But when we pay $7.50 for natural gas,
Canada pays about $6. Europe is in the
$6 range. China, our big competitor,
pays $4, giving them another advantage
on top of cheap labor and all the other
ways they manipulate the economy.

Trinidad in northern South America,
$1.60. Russia, 90 cents, North Africa, 80
cents. Because of these prices for nat-
ural gas and a government here in
Washington who will do nothing about
it, three industries are leaving our
country that are some of the best-pay-
ing jobs we have left. Twenty-one fer-
tilizer factories that our farmers de-
pend on closed last year. Why? Because
their number one ingredient to make
fertilizer is natural gas as an ingre-
dient and as a fuel to make it. The pe-
trochemical companies, again, 40 to 55
percent of their cost is natural gas.
They are leaving as we speak. The
polymers in plastics, the best jobs in
America, are leaving as we speak.

We could be totally self-sufficient on
natural gas if we made the right deci-
sions. We need to open up many areas
of the West that have been locked up,
and we need to streamline the permit-
ting process so that natural gas can
move forward timely. We need to open
up the Outer Continental Shelf, where
there is enough gas to totally supply
this country for 50, 60 years without
any question.

With the clean fuel, natural gas is
the clean fuel. No NOx, no SOx, a
fourth of the C0,; it is the nonpolluting
fuel, it is the one we ought to be using.
We could be using it in vehicles, we
could be using it in a lot of ways that
we are not using it today to need less
oil. But we must open the production
of natural gas on our Outer Conti-
nental Shelf. Every country in the
world, Canada, does and sells it to us.
They drill in our Great Lakes and sell
it to us. Europe, Germany, England,
Norway, Sweden, Australia, New Zea-
land all produce gas on the Outer Con-
tinental Shelf, with no negative im-
pact.

A natural gas well is not an environ-
mental hazard. It is a 6-inch hole in the
ground with a steel casing cemented at
the bottom and at the top, and you let
gas out. It is a gas that is a clean burn-
ing fuel. And when you are 40 or 50
miles offshore, nobody knows they are
there. There are fine beaches where
natural gas is produced. There is fine
recreation, there is fine fisheries.

Natural gas is the bridge to the fu-
ture of America’s economy, and if this
Congress does not do something about
it, they are going to give the best jobs
in America to the rest of the world. In
fact, last year one of our major chem-
ical companies moved 2,000 jobs to Ger-
many; not a cheap market.

Mr. Speaker, my conclusion is the
number one issue facing the economy
of this country is the availability and
the price of natural gas and the deci-
sion is in our hands, this Congress’
hands, and we need to make it soon.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. GINGREY) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GINGREY addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

——

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. KELLER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. KELLER addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Mr. Sherman
Williams, one of his secretaries.

—————

IMPLEMENTING THE DOMINICAN
REPUBLIC-CENTRAL  AMERICAN
FREE TRADE AGREEMENT—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 109-36)

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message
from the President of the United
States; which was read and, without
objection, referred to the Committee
on Ways and Means and ordered to be
printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am pleased to transmit legislation
and supporting documents to imple-
ment the Dominican Republic-Central
America-United States Free Trade
Agreement (the ‘‘Agreement’). The
Agreement represents an historic de-
velopment in our relations with Cen-
tral America and the Dominican Re-
public and reflects the commitment of
the United States to supporting democ-
racy, regional integration, and eco-
nomic growth and opportunity in a re-
gion that has transitioned to peaceful,
democratic societies.

In negotiating this Agreement, my
Administration was guided by the ob-
jectives set out in the Trade Act of
2002. Central America and the Domini-
can Republic constitute our second
largest export market in Latin Amer-
ica and our tenth largest export mar-
ket in the world. The Agreement will
create significant new opportunities
for American workers, farmers, ranch-
ers, and businesses by opening new
markets and eliminating barriers.
United States agricultural exports will
obtain better access to the millions of
consumers in Central America and the
Dominican Republic.

Under the Agreement, tariffs on ap-
proximately 80 percent of U.S. exports
will be eliminated immediately. The
Agreement will help to level the play-
ing field because about 80 percent of
Central America’s imports already
enjoy duty-free access to our market.
By providing for the effective enforce-
ment of labor and environmental laws,
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combined with strong remedies for
noncompliance, the Agreement will
contribute to improved worker rights
and high levels of environmental pro-
tection in Central America and the Do-
minican Republic.

By supporting this Agreement, the
United States can stand with those in
the region who stand for democracy
and freedom, who are fighting corrup-
tion and crime, and who support the
rule of law. A stable, democratic, and
growing Central America and Domini-
can Republic strengthens the United
States economically and provides
greater security for our citizens.

The Agreement is in our national in-
terest, and I urge the Congress to ap-
prove it expeditiously.

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, June 23, 2005.

——
[ 1900

CONTINUATION OF THE NATIONAL
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO
THE WESTERN BALKANS—MES-
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC.
NO. 109-37)

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MCHENRY) laid before the House the
following message from the President
of the United States; which was read
and, together with the accompanying
papers, without objection, referred to
the Committee on International Rela-
tions and ordered to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States:

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (60 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the
anniversary date of its declaration, the
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a
notice stating that the emergency is to
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice
to the Federal Register for publication,
stating that the Western Balkans
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond June 26, 2005. The most recent no-
tice continuing this emergency was
published in the Federal Register on
June 25, 2004, 69 FR 36005.

The crisis constituted by the actions
of persons engaged in, or assisting,
sponsoring, or supporting (i) extremist
violence in the Republic of Macedonia,
and elsewhere in the Western Balkans
region, or (ii) acts obstructing imple-
mentation of the Dayton Accords in
Bosnia or United Nations Security
Council Resolution 1244 of June 10, 1999,
in Kosovo, that led to the declaration
of a national emergency on June 26,
2001, has not been resolved. Subsequent
to the declaration of the national
emergency, I amended Executive Order
13219 in Executive Order 13304 of May
28, 2003, to address acts obstructing im-
plementation of the Ohrid Framework
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