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an equipment company to serve in Iraq, and 
it took her a year to find a job she was happy 
with as an editor at The Sheridan Press in 
Hanover, Pa. ‘‘You send out a lot of resumes. 
You try to do everything you can do, but it’s 
really hard to account for the time you are in 
Iraq, and really to try to make that, the things 
you were doing in Iraq relevant to what an 
employer is looking for today,’’ Angell said. 
Sgt. Benjamin Lewis, 36, who also lost a step-
son to the War in Iraq, was a civilian chef who 
worked at a restaurant in Ann Arbor, Mich., 
that burned down while he was deployed in 
Iraq with the Michigan National Guard, said 
some employers directly told him they could 
not hire him because he could be deployed 
again and needed weekends and time off in 
the summer for drilling. Others, he said, asked 
if he struggled mentally because of his time at 
war. He got so desperate he considered re-
turning to Iraq with a new unit. It is because 
of cases such as these and many others 
throughout our nation that I am a proud co-
sponsor of H.R. 1352, the Veterans Employ-
ment and Respect Act offered by my col-
leagues Representatives ALLYSON SCHWARTZ 
and JOE SCHWARZ. This vital legislation al-
ready has 161 Congressional cosponsors and 
would give companies up to $2,400 in tax 
credits for each veteran from the Afghanistan 
and Iraq wars that they hire. Unfortunately, we 
may be able to give companies incentive to 
hire recent war veterans but it seems we can 
not get this Administration to put the same ef-
fort in looking after our veterans in the first 
place. 

As soldiers return home from serving in Iraq 
and Afghanistan the need for medical care, liv-
ing assistance, and disability benefits are 
steadily increasing. This puts a strain on an al-
ready-overburdened Veterans Administration, 
which has not been adequately funded by the 
Bush Administration to meet these challenges. 
The fact is that more than 30,000 veterans are 
waiting six months or more for an appointment 
at VA hospitals, and there are more than 
348,000 veterans on the waiting list for dis-
ability claim decisions. This President has long 
ignored pressing domestic concerns for a war 
that did not need to be fought and for which 
so many good American men and women 
have given their lives. 

It was our second President John Adams 
who aptly said: ‘‘Great is the guilt of an unnec-
essary war.’’ Unfortunately for our nation, our 
current President has not felt the weight of this 
guilt, for if he had our loved ones in the Armed 
Forces would be home now. This Administra-
tion told us that the international community 
would join us in Iraq; they said the world 
would be a better place because of this war 
and then they said major combat in Iraq was 
over. Today as we see our men and women 
every day giving their lives in Iraq, we know 
that this war has only caused a greater divide 
between our nation and the international com-
munity, this war has only increased hatred for 
our nation, it has not made us safer as prom-
ised, it has in fact put us in greater danger. 
President Abraham Lincoln speaking after the 
conclusion of the Civil War, gave a vision for 
our nation that I hope we can follow today, he 
said: ‘‘With malice toward none; with clarity for 
all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us 
to see the right, let us strive on to finish the 
work we are in; to bind up the nation’s 
wounds; to care for him who shall have borne 
the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan- 

to do all which may achieve and cherish a 
just, and lasting peace, among ourselves and 
with all nations.’’ Before I conclude I would like 
to take time to read some of the names of the 
soldiers from Houston who have given their 
lives in Iraq and honor them with a moment of 
silence. 

Spc. Adolfo C. Carballo, 20, Houston, Texas 
Died: April 10, 2004, Baghdad, Iraq. 

Pfc. Analaura Esparza Gutierrez, 21, Hous-
ton, Texas Died: October 1, 2003, Tikrit, Iraq. 

Spc. John P. Johnson, 24, Houston, Texas 
Died: October 22, 2003, Baghdad, Iraq 

Spc. Scott Q. Larson, 22, Houston, Texas 
Died: April 5, 2004, Baghdad, Iraq. 

Sgt. Keelan L. Moss, 23, Houston, Texas 
Died: November 2, 2003, Al Fallujah, Iraq. 

Pfc. Armando Soriano, 20, Houston, Texas 
Died: February 1, 2004, Haditha, Iraq. 

Cpl. Tomas Sotelo Jr., 20, Houston, Texas 
Died: June 27, 2003, Baghdad, Iraq. 

Staff Sgt. Brian T. Craig, 27, Houston, 
Texas, April 15, 2002, Afghanistan 

Capt. Eric L. Allton, 34, Houston, Texas 
September 26, 2004, Ramadi, Iraq. 

Capt. Andrew R. Houghton, 25, Houston, 
Texas August 9, 2004, Ad Dhuha, Iraq. 

Lance Cpl. Thomas J. Zapp, 20, Houston, 
Texas November 8, 2004, Al Anbar Province, 
Iraq. 

Cpl. Zachary A. Kolda, 23, Houston, Texas 
December 1, 2004, Al Anbar Province, Iraq. 

Staff Sgt. Dexter S. Kimble, 30, Houston, 
Texas January 26, 2005, Ar Rutba, Iraq. 

Pfc. Jesus A. Leon-Perez, 20, Houston, 
Texas January 24, 2005, Mohammed Sacran, 
Iraq. 

(Moment of Silence.) 
Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, we have spent 

over $200 billion so far on the war in Iraq. Ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget Office, by 
2010, our expenses might be as much as 
$600 billion. 

The two hundred billion dollars we have 
spent so far would be enough money to pro-
vide health care for the 45 million Americans 
without health insurance. 

That two hundred billion dollars would per-
mit us to hire three and a half million elemen-
tary school teachers. 

That two hundred billion dollars for the war 
in Iraq is going on America’s credit card and 
that goes right to the deficit—a debt to be paid 
by our children and grandchildren. 

All this might be worth it if we had some-
thing to show for it. I think two hundred billion 
dollars for peace and democracy is a bargain. 

But we haven’t gotten peace and democ-
racy. That two hundred billion has bought us: 
over seventeen hundred dead Americans; an 
unknowable number of Iraqi civilian deaths; a 
dysfunctional country that cannot move its po-
litical process forward; a new haven and prov-
ing ground for anti-American extremism; a 
wellspring of mistrust from longtime friends 
and allies around the world; and a devastating 
erosion of American leadership and credibility. 

So what are we still doing there? The Presi-
dent says we are pursuing our ‘‘ultimate goal 
of ending tyranny in our world.’’ But the Presi-
dent has dragged onto a path that, at best, 
muddles that message. 

We are building our nation’s largest em-
bassy in Iraq; even before it is complete, we 
have more than 1,000 embassy staff in Iraq. 
What is the average Iraqi on the streets of 
Fallujah—or average Jordanian on the streets 
of Amman—going to think when he sees that 

we are building the Largest American Em-
bassy in the World in Baghdad? 

I am sure the average Iraqi does not mourn 
the savage brutality of Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime. The question is whether he equates our 
never-ending American presence in Iraq with a 
new form of tyranny, rather than the freedom 
the President says he seeks to spread. 

The underlying problem with our endless oc-
cupation of Iraq—a country that does not 
threaten the United States—is that it under-
mines our leadership on issues that DO 
threaten the United States. North Korean and 
Iranian nuclear weapons, global terrorism, 
emerging deadly international diseases—all 
these issues are imminent threats that we 
must confront. Our ability to convince other 
nations to join us in boldly confronting these 
threats has been hobbled both by our decep-
tive entry into Iraq and our lingering departure 
from it. 

Mr. Speaker, our Iraq policy has become a 
festering wound that bleeds away more and 
more of America’s wealth, America’s security, 
America’s leadership, and even America 
young men and women in uniform. I ask all 
my colleagues to join me in asking the Presi-
dent seek an exit from this venture at the ear-
liest possible moment. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Mr. 

Monahan, one of its clerks, announced 
that the Senate has passed a bill of the 
following title in which the concur-
rence of the House is requested: 

S. 1282. An act to amend the Communica-
tions Satellite Act of 1962 to strike the pri-
vatization criteria for INTELSAT separated 
entities, remove certain restrictions on sepa-
rated and successor entities to INTELSAT, 
and for other purposes. 

f 

ELECTROMAGNETIC PULSE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

FITZPATRICK of Pennsylvania). Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. BARTLETT) is recognized for 
60 minutes. 

Mr. BARTLETT. Mr. Speaker, what I 
want to spend a few moments talking 
about this evening is something that 
will be new to most Americans. They 
will not have heard about this subject. 
Indeed, nobody knew about this until 
1962; that is, no one in this country 
knew about it. 

There was an experiment over John-
ston Island out in the Pacific Ocean 
that was called Operation Starfish. It 
was part of a series of nuclear tests 
that were called the Fishbowl Series. 
This was a unique one. The others had 
all been at ground level or some little 
distance above the ground. This one 
was an extra-atmospheric, a detonation 
above the atmosphere. 

Nobody knew what was going to hap-
pen. It was the first time we had deto-
nated a nuclear weapon in a test series 
above the atmosphere, and there were a 
number of ships and airplanes and 
radar, theater-like, that were tracking 
the missile that launched this nuclear 
bomb and noted its explosion. The ex-
plosion occurred about 400 kilometers 
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