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has become clear that the associate at-
torney general, Robert McCalum, a 
former employee at a firm representing 
tobacco executives and industry, forced 
the government to reduce its own pen-
alties to pennies on the dollar. 

But if Americans are not turned off 
by the corporate goodies dished out by 
Congress, and if industry execs crafting 
the policies that benefit their own 
companies do not get them worked up, 
maybe it is the revolving door between 
the public and private sector. 

As I mentioned, a colleague of ours 
went off to represent the prescription 
drug industry known as Big Pharma, 
after having passed an $800 billion pre-
scription drug bill. 

And, by the way, the chairman of the 
health subcommittee dealing with the 
very same bill is now employed by 
other drug companies. Mr. Speaker, the 
American people are concerned that 
Congress does not reflect their prior-
ities or their values. Sadly, they are 
right. 

We have a government that has be-
come beholden to the special interests; 
and their voices, the voices of the 
American people have been quieted by 
the voices of the special interests. 

And as far as the government special 
interests are concerned, this is the best 
government money can buy. Mr. 
Speaker, the gavel marks the opening 
of the people’s HOUSE, not the auction 
house. This election is about returning 
that gavel to its rightful owners, the 
American people. 

The President and his advisors tout 
the fact that they do not pay attention 
to polling data. Well, maybe, it is time 
they did, because the message is loud 
and clear, the American people want 
their House back. 

f 

GUANTANAMO BAY AND THE 
KORAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. BURTON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, over the past week or 10 days, we 
have heard a lot of haranguing about 
what is going on down at the Guanta-
namo detention facility regarding the 
prisoners who were involved in ter-
rorist activities and opposed our troops 
over in Iraq and elsewhere in the world. 

And some people in the Congress 
have even equated what is going on 
down there with Hitler, Stalin, Pol 
Pot, and what happened in World War 
II and the concentration camps. And it 
is reprehensible that that comparison 
is even being thought about, let alone 
being expressed by one of my col-
leagues. 

So I wanted to come tonight and give 
to the American people who may be 
paying attention back in their offices 
some facts about Guantanamo and 
what is going on down there. 

Forgive me for reading this to you, 
but I think it is extremely important. 
I want to put everything in context. 

Our men and women down there are 
serving with honor and dignity. 

Since September 11, 2001, more than 
70,000 detainees have been captured in 
the global war on terror in Afghanistan 
and in Iraq. Some 800 suspected mem-
bers of al Qaeda or the Taliban have 
been sent to GITMO, no one under 18 
years of age. Approximately 520 re-
main. 

Approximately 235 have been re-
leased, transferred to other countries, 
and 61 are awaiting release or transfer 
right now. GITMO houses some of the 
most dangerous individuals linked to 
the most dangerous organizations in 
the world, all wishing harm to the 
United States of America and our citi-
zens: terrorist trainers and financiers, 
would-be suicide bombers, bomb mak-
ers and Osama bin Laden’s own per-
sonal body guard. One such terrorist 
currently being detained at GITMO is 
Mohammed Al-Khatani, believed to be 
the intended 20th hijacker that at-
tacked the World Trade Center, the 
Pentagon, and other areas back on 9/11. 

Al-Khatani and his fellow murderers 
and criminals have provided valuable 
information at GITMO, including orga-
nizational structure of al Qaeda and 
other terrorist groups; the extent of 
terrorist presence in Europe, the U.S. 
and the Middle East; al Qaeda’s pursuit 
of weapons of mass destruction; ter-
rorist skill sets; general and special-
ized operative training; and how to le-
gitimize financial activities that are 
used to hide terrorist operations. 

Mr. Speaker, intelligence gained at 
Guantanamo has literally prevented 
terrorist attacks and saved possibly 
thousands, maybe hundreds of thou-
sands, of American lives. U.S. mis-
conduct versus detainee misconduct: 
there has been a lot of misinformation 
about that. After the much publicized 
and now retracted May 2005 Newsweek 
article alleging Koran abuse by the 
U.S. military officials, Brigadier Gen-
eral Jay Hood conducted an exhaustive 
investigation. 

b 1730 
Brigadier General Hood’s investiga-

tion determined some interesting find-
ings which run contrary to the claims 
we are hearing about today. For in-
stance, U.S. soldiers used latex gloves 
and clean towels while even handling 
the Koran. U.S. soldiers routinely must 
search detainees Korans when they 
refuse to show them for security 
searches. U.S. soldiers inspect for 
weapons by touching the Koran 
through surgical masks. Surgical 
masks are used to hang detainees’ Ko-
rans during security searches. And 
when a guard accidentally knocked one 
of them off, it was fully investigated 
and deemed an accident. 

An outside contractor stepped on a 
Koran during an interrogation. After 
an investigation was completed, the 
contractor apologized and was termi-
nated because he accidentally stepped 
on the Koran. 

On the contrary, Mr. Speaker, Briga-
dier General Hood’s investigation 

found the detainees themselves regu-
larly displayed less regard for the 
Koran. For instance, on May 14, 2003, a 
guard observed a detainee ripping up 
his Koran in small pieces. July 5, 2003, 
a guard observed two detainees accuse 
a third of not being a man. In response, 
the detainee urinated on one of their 
Korans. January 19, 2005, four guards 
witnessed a detainee tear up his Koran 
and flush it down the toilet. January 
23, 2005, four guards witnessed a de-
tainee rip pages out of his Koran and 
throw them down the toilet. The de-
tainee stated he did so because he 
wanted to be moved to another camp. 

These detainees are trained to resist 
interrogation. The U.S. discovered a 
captured al Qaeda training manual, the 
terrorist training manual, the Man-
chester document, that instructs mem-
bers to allege abuse and mistreatment 
and torture if they are captured. 

Mr. Speaker, it is also important to 
note that detainees are only sent to 
GITMO after a thorough screening 
process that identifies individuals who 
pose a threat to the United States of 
America or who have valuable intel-
ligence information. 

Combatant status review tribunals. 
All detainees have been reviewed by a 
tribunal. There is an administrative re-
view board which reviews each case at 
least once annually for possible release 
based on the threat. More than 130 
boards have been completed to date. 
Military commissions, trials with full 
and vigorous representation for those 
suspected of committing war crimes, 
awaiting resolution of various U.S. 
Federal court rulings and reviews. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry I am out of 
time. There is more information that 
needs to be given to my colleagues and 
the American people. But we have 
treated those terrorists down there so 
well compared to the way they treat 
our people, beheading and everything 
that has gone on in Iraq and elsewhere 
in the world. Our troops are doing the 
humane main thing in accordance with 
the humanity of their fellow man, and 
they are treating those terrorists so 
much better than is being publicized in 
the press, and the American people 
have a right to know about it. 

So let’s talk about what is really going on at 
GTMO, where I want to stress, that the vast 
majority of our brave service men and women 
are serving with honor and dignity. 

Since September 11, 2001, more than 
70,000 detainees have been captured in the 
global war on terror in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Some 800 suspected members of Al Qaeda 
or the Taliban have been sent to GTMO (no 
one under 18 years old). 

Approximately 520 remain; approximately 
235 have been released/transferred to other 
countries; and, 61 are awaiting release or 
transfer. 

GTMO houses some of the most dangerous 
individuals, linked to the most dangerous orga-
nizations in the world, all wishing to harm the 
U.S., including: 

Terrorist trainers and financiers; would-be 
suicide bombers; bomb makers; and, Osama 
bin Laden’s own bodyguards. 
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One such terrorist currently being detained 

at GTMO is Mohammed Al-Khatani, believed 
to be the intended 20th 9/11 hijacker. 

Al-Khatani and his fellow murderers and 
criminals have provided valuable information, 
including: 

Organization structure of Al-Qaeda and 
other terrorist groups; extent of terrorist pres-
ence in Europe, the U.S., and the middle east; 
Al-Qaeda’s pursuit of WMD; terrorist skill sets: 
general and specialized operative training; 
and, how legitimate financial activities are 
used to hide terrorist operations. 

Mr. Speaker, intelligence gained at Guanta-
namo has literally prevented terrorist attacks 
and saved American lives. 

After the much publicized—and now re-
tracted—May 2005 Newsweek article alleging 
Koran abuse by U.S. military officials, Briga-
dier General Jay Hood conducted an exhaus-
tive investigation. 

Brig. Gen. Hood’s investigation determined 
some interesting findings, which run contrary 
to the claims we are hearing today. For in-
stance: 

U.S. soldiers used latex gloves and clean 
towels while handling the Koran—U.S. soldiers 
routinely must search detainee’s Korans when 
they refuse to show them for security 
searches; 

U.S. soldiers inspected for weapons by 
touching Koran through surgical mask—sur-
gical masks are used to hang detainee’s Ko-
rans during security searches. When a guard 
accidentally knocked one off it was fully inves-
tigated and deemed an accident. 

An outside contractor stepped on a Koran 
during a interrogation—after an investigation 
was completed, the contractor apologized and 
was terminated. 

On the contrary Mr. Speaker, Brig. Gen. 
Hood’s investigation found that detainees 
themselves regularly displayed far less regard 
for the Koran, for instance: 

May 14, 2003—A guard observed a de-
tainee rip his Koran into small pieces. 

June 5, 2003—A guard observed two de-
tainees accuse a third of not being a man. In 
response, the detainee urinated on one of 
their Korans. 

January 19, 2005—Four guards witnessed a 
detainee tear up his Koran and try to flush it 
down the toilet. 

January 23, 2005—Four guards witnessed a 
detainee rip pages out of his Koran and throw 
them down the toilet. The detainee stated he 
did so because he wanted to be moved to an-
other camp. 

These detainees are trained to resist interro-
gation. 

The U.S. discovered a ‘‘captured al Qaeda 
training manual’’—the Manchester Docu-
ment—that instructs members to allege abuse 
& torture if captured. 

Mr. Speaker, it is also important to note that 
detainees are only sent to GTMO after a thor-
ough screening process that identifies individ-
uals who pose a threat to the U.S. or have 
valuable intelligence info. 

Combatant status review tribunals—All de-
tainees have been reviewed by a tribunal. 

Administrative review boards—Review each 
case at least once annually for possible re-
lease based on threat. More than 130 boards 
completed to date. 

Military Commissions—Trials with full and 
vigorous representation for those suspected of 
committing war crimes. *Awaiting resolution of 

various U.S. Federal Court rulings and re-
views. 

The GTMO detention facility is transparent 
and has been fully scrutinized. 

To set the record straight Mr. Speaker, the 
U.S. Government has released more than 
16,000 pages of documents regarding de-
tainee operation, including classified interroga-
tion techniques. 

Since 2002, GTMO has provided granted 
access to the following: 

International Red Cross—Had 24/7 access 
to the facility at it’s discretion and a permanent 
presence; Media—400 visits by 1,000 national 
and international journalists; 11 Senators, 77 
Represenatives, and 99 Congressional staff 
members; and, lawyers for detainees. 

f 

RENEGOTIATE CAFTA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCAUL of Texas). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BROWN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 13 
months ago the President of the United 
States signed the Central American 
Free Trade Agreement. The trade 
agreement is an agreement between 
the United States and six Latin Amer-
ican countries, five in Central America 
and the Dominican Republic. It has 
been 13 months, as I said, since the 
President signed this agreement. 

The majority leader, the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. DELAY), the most pow-
erful Republican in the House, prom-
ised a vote in 2004. He promised a vote 
by Memorial Day. Now he promised a 
vote, I think he means it this time, by 
July 4. 

It is simple, the reason we have not 
voted on the Central American Free 
Trade Agreement, and that is because 
of the broad opposition in this House 
and among the American people. Re-
publicans and Democrats by the dozens 
in this House oppose the Central Amer-
ican Free Trade Agreement. Business 
organizations, labor unions, both in the 
United States and in the six Latin 
American countries, oppose the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement. The 
Latin American Council of Churches, 
as do many religious leaders and 
churches and organizations in the 
United States, oppose the Central 
American Free Trade Agreement. Envi-
ronmentalists, active environmental-
ists, food safety advocates, all kinds of 
very broad-based organizations oppose 
the Central American Free Trade 
Agreement. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. JONES) and I 
did a news conference at the Capitol 
with 23 business leaders speaking out, 
business leaders representing 23 busi-
nesses speaking out against the Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement. 
The reason is simply that our policy is 
not working. Our trade policy in this 
country has failed us for 12 years. 

Just look at this chart. Since 1992, 
the year I was elected to Congress, the 
trade deficit, number of dollars’ worth 
of exports versus imports, our trade 

deficit internationally was $38 billion. 
Today after NAFTA, PNTR, TPA, all 
these trade agreements, our trade def-
icit last year was $618 billion. From $38 
billion to $618 billion. 

Now, maybe those are just numbers, 
but those numbers translate into some-
thing much more important than econ-
omist data. These numbers translate 
into manufacturing job losses. The 
States in red have lost 20 percent of 
their manufacturing in the last 5 years. 
The States in blue have lost 15 to 20 
percent. Ohio, my State, 217,000 jobs 
lost; Michigan 210,000; Illinois 224,000. 
These are just manufacturing job 
losses. People who make a decent wage, 
a middle-class wage, who have health 
benefits, who have earned pensions, 
thousands, hundreds of thousands of 
them, have lost their jobs; 228,000 in 
North Carolina; 130,000 in Mississippi 
and Alabama; 353,000 in California; 
201,000 in the State of Texas; 200,000 in 
the State of Pennsylvania; 72,000 in the 
State of Florida. In State after State 
after State, we are losing hundreds of 
thousands of manufacturing jobs. 

Our the trade policy is not working. 
CAFTA is more of the same. CAFTA is 
a dysfunctional cousin of the North 
American Free Trade Agreement. It 
was an agreement that was negotiated 
by the select few, benefiting the select 
few. 

Now, supporters of CAFTA tell us, as 
they always do in trade agreements, 
that as a result of this agreement U.S. 
companies will export more products to 
the developing world. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Speaker, if you look at this chart, 
that is simply not the case. 

The U.S. typical average wage is 
$38,000. The average wage in El Sal-
vador is 4,800; Honduras 2,600; Nica-
ragua 2,300. To say that people in those 
countries are going to buy products 
made in this country simply does not 
pass the credibility test. Hondurans are 
not going to be able to buy cars made 
in Ohio. Nicaraguans making $2,300 a 
year are not going to be able to buy 
prime beef raised in Nebraska. Guate-
malans making $4,100 a year are not 
going to be able to buy steel from 
Pennsylvania or apparel from North 
and South Carolina, or be able to buy 
software from Seattle. 

Mr. Speaker, those 23 business orga-
nizations that spoke out against 
CAFTA today, labor unions in all seven 
countries, environmentalists, food 
safety advocates, small businesses, 
farmers and ranchers in all seven coun-
tries, in Latin America and in this 
country, are simply saying renegotiate 
CAFTA; come up with a different Cen-
tral American Free Trade Agreement 
that will help all of us. 

If we are going to protect prescrip-
tion drugs, we should protect workers. 
If we are going to protect Hollywood 
films, as CAFTA does, we should pro-
tect the environment and food safety. 

Mr. Speaker, we should pass a trade 
agreement that works for all of us in 
this country, not just a select few. 
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