
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S6767 June 16, 2005 
SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 172—AFFIRM-
ING THE IMPORTANCE OF A NA-
TIONAL WEEKEND OF PRAYER 
FOR THE VICTIMS OF GENOCIDE 
AND CRIMES AGAINST HUMAN-
ITY IN DARFUR, SUDAN, AND EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT JULY 15 THROUGH 
17, 2005, SHOULD BE DESIGNATED 
AS A NATIONAL WEEKEND OF 
PRAYER AND REFLECTION FOR 
DARFUR 
Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and 

Mr. CORZINE) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 172 
Whereas, on July 22, 2004, Congress de-

clared that genocide was taking place in 
Darfur, Sudan; 

Whereas, on September 9, 2004, Secretary 
of State Colin L. Powell testified to the Sen-
ate Committee on Foreign Relations that 
‘‘genocide has been committed in Darfur’’; 

Whereas, on September 21, 2004, President 
George W. Bush stated to the United Nations 
General Assembly that ‘‘the world is wit-
nessing terrible suffering and horrible crimes 
in the Darfur region of Sudan, crimes my 
government has concluded are genocide’’; 

Whereas Article 1 of the Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of 
Genocide, done at Paris December 9, 1948, 
and entered into force January 12, 1951, 
states that ‘‘[t]he Contracting Parties con-
firm that genocide, whether committed in 
time of peace or in time of war, is a crime 
under international law which they under-
take to prevent and to punish’’; 

Whereas fundamental human rights, in-
cluding the right to freedom of thought, con-
science, and religion, are protected in nu-
merous international agreements and dec-
larations; 

Whereas the United Nations Security 
Council, in Security Council Resolution 1591, 
condemned the ‘‘continued violations of the 
N’djamena Ceasefire Agreement of 8 April 
2004 and the Abuja Protocols of 9 November 
2004 by all sides in Darfur and the deteriora-
tion of the security situation and negative 
impact this has had on humanitarian assist-
ance efforts’’; 

Whereas scholars estimate that as many as 
400,000 have died from violence, hunger and 
disease since the outbreak of conflict in 
Darfur began in 2003, and that as many as 
10,000 may be dying each month; 

Whereas it is estimated that more than 
2,000,000 people have been displaced from 
their homes and remain in camps in Darfur 
and Chad; 

Whereas religious leaders, genocide sur-
vivors, and world leaders have expressed 
grave concern over the continuing atrocities 
taking place in Darfur; and 

Whereas it is appropriate that the people 
of the United States, leaders and citizens 
alike, unite in prayer for the people of 
Darfur and reflect upon the situation in 
Darfur: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Sen-
ate— 

(1) that the weekend of July 15 through 17, 
2005, should be designated as a National 
Weekend of Prayer and Reflection for 
Darfur, Sudan; 

(2) to encourage the people of the United 
States to observe that weekend by praying 
for an end to the genocide and crimes 
against humanity and for lasting peace in 
Darfur, Sudan; and 

(3) to urge all churches, synagogues, 
mosques, and religious institutions in the 
United States to consider the issue of Darfur 
in their activities and to observe the Na-
tional Weekend of Prayer and Reflection 
with appropriate activities and services. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 173—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
GOOD FRIDAY AGREEMENT OF 
1998 AS THE BLUEPRINT FOR 
LASTING PEACE IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND 

Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. DODD, Mr. MCCAIN, Mr. BIDEN, 
and Mr. LEAHY) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions: 

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, Sen-
ators COLLINS, DODD, MCCAIN, BIDEN, 
LEAHY and I are submitting a resolu-
tion expressing support for the 1998 
Good Friday Agreement as the blue-
print for lasting peace in Northern Ire-
land. All of us are hopeful that a con-
structive way forward will be found, 
and the way to do so is by continuing 
to implement the Good Friday Agree-
ment. 

The 1998 agreement was endorsed in a 
referendum by the overwhelming ma-
jority of people in Northern Ireland 
and in the Republic of Ireland. The par-
ties to the Good Friday Agreement 
made a clear commitment to ‘‘partner-
ship, equality, and mutual respect’’ as 
the basis for moving forward to end the 
long-standing conflict and achieve last-
ing peace for all the people of Northern 
Ireland. The parties to the agreement 
affirmed their ‘‘total and absolute 
commitment to exclusively democratic 
and peaceful means’’ to achieve the 
goal of peace. 

Our resolution reiterates the support 
for the agreement as the way forward 
in Northern Ireland. It rejects the 
statement of Democratic Unionist 
leader Ian Paisley, who said in May 
that the Good Friday Agreement 
‘‘should be given a reasonable burial.’’ 
Inclusive power sharing based on the 
defining qualities of the agreement is 
essential to the viability and success of 
the peace process. 

The resolution calls on the Irish Re-
publican Army to immediately com-
plete the process of decommissioning, 
cease to exist as a paramilitary organi-
zation, and end its involvement in any 
way in paramilitary and criminal ac-
tivity. We know that discussion of the 
issue is underway within the IRA, and 
we all await a final, positive, and deci-
sive action. 

In addition, the resolution calls on 
the Democratic Unionist Party in 
Northern Ireland to share power with 
all the other parties, according to the 
democratic mandate of the Good Fri-
day Agreement, and commit to work in 
good faith with all the institutions es-
tablished under the agreement, includ-
ing the Executive and the North-South 
Ministerial Council, to benefit all the 
people of Northern Ireland. 

It calls on Sinn Fein to work in good 
faith with the Police Service of North-
ern Ireland. 

It also calls for justice in the case of 
Robert McCartney, the Belfast citizen 
who was brutally murdered there in 
January. 

Finally, the resolution calls on the 
British Government to permanently re-
store the democratic institutions of 
Northern Ireland and complete the 
process of demilitarization in Northern 
Ireland and advance equality and 
human rights in Northern Ireland. 

The U.S. Government continues to 
strongly support the peace process in 
Northern Ireland. The Government of 
the United Kingdom and the Govern-
ment of Ireland continue to strongly 
support the Good Friday Agreement as 
the way forward. 

The Good Friday Agreement is the 
only way forward in Northern Ireland, 
and it deserves our strong support. I 
urge my colleagues to approve this res-
olution. 

S. RES. 173 
Whereas in 1998, the Good Friday Agree-

ment, signed on April 10, 1998, in Belfast, was 
endorsed in a referendum by the over-
whelming majority of people in Northern Ire-
land; 

Whereas the parties to the Good Friday 
Agreement made a clear commitment to 
‘‘partnership, equality, and mutual respect’’ 
as the basis for moving forward in pursuit of 
lasting peace in Northern Ireland; 

Whereas the parties to the Good Friday 
Agreement also affirmed their ‘‘total and ab-
solute commitment to exclusively demo-
cratic and peaceful means’’ in pursuit of 
lasting peace in Northern Ireland; 

Whereas inclusive power-sharing based on 
these defining qualities is essential to the vi-
ability and advancement of the democratic 
process in Northern Ireland; 

Whereas paramilitary and criminal activ-
ity in a democratic society undermines the 
trust and confidence that are essential in a 
political system based on inclusive power- 
sharing in Northern Ireland; 

Whereas the United States Government 
continues to strongly support the peace 
process in Northern Ireland; and 

Whereas the Government of the United 
Kingdom and the Government of Ireland con-
tinue to strongly support the Good Friday 
Agreement as the way forward in the peace 
process, and have committed themselves to 
its implementation: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That— 
(1) the Senate reiterates its support for the 

Good Friday Agreement, signed on April 10, 
1998, in Belfast, as the blueprint for a lasting 
peace in Northern Ireland; and 

(2) it is the sense of the Senate that— 
(A) the Irish Republican Army must imme-

diately— 
(i) complete the process of decommis-

sioning; 
(ii) cease to exist as a paramilitary organi-

zation; and 
(iii) end its involvement in any way in 

paramilitary and criminal activity; 
(B) the Democratic Unionist Party in 

Northern Ireland must— 
(i) share power with all parties according 

to the democratic mandate of the Good Fri-
day Agreement; and 

(ii) commit to work in good faith with all 
the institutions of the Good Friday Agree-
ment, which established an inclusive Execu-
tive and the North-South Ministerial Coun-
cil, for the benefit of all the people of North-
ern Ireland; 
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