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to advance the cause of liberty for human-
kind. We remember Reddingites who per-
ished in the Revolutionary war, and those
whose legacy echoes from places named An-
tietam, and Bull Run and Gettysburg; we re-
member the gallantry of doughboys, the
bravery enshrined on battlefields from the
Marne to Iwo lima, from Bastogne to Korea,
from the jungles of Viet Nam to the moun-
tains of Afghanistan to the streets, cities
and villages of Iraq. And we humbly offer
prayers, not only for their patriotic souls,
but also for the families they left behind,
and for families who, even now, pray each
day for the safe return of a soldier son or
daughter, father or mother.

Thus we ask your guidance, O Holy One.
We ask your guidance that our patriotism be
filtered through the prism of your divine jus-
tice and love, that our nation’s power might
ever serve the cause of human dignity, that
our most noble impulses be laced with hu-
mility and a wisdom that fosters solidarity
and understanding among the world’s na-
tions.

And so we must close our prayers this Me-
morial Day weekend, O God, with a prayer
for ourselves and our own stewardship of our
beloved democracy. Give us, we pray, the
strength, the grit and the insight to be cit-
izen soldiers in the cause of peace. . . such
that our children and our children’s children
never know the horrors of war. . . that our
collective legacy might be a world of greater
harmony, a nation of less internal enmity,
and a community with an unwavering appre-
ciation for all who’ve labored and fought,
lived and died, to make our nation a beacon
of light and our flag a signal of hope for all
your peoples. May God bless the United
States of America. And may each one of us,
in ways great and small, be a blessing to our
nation, and to God’s world. Amen.

RECOGNITION OF RICHARD
FARRICKER

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the hard work and dedication of
Richard Farricker as State secretary of the An-
cient Order of Hibernians. Rich has served the
AOH as its secretary for the past 52 years
with great distinction. Over the years Rich has
undertaken a significant number of pursuits
while remaining actively engaged in his com-
munity.

Enlisting in the Army in the first year of the
Vietnam war, and serving two tours there im-
mediately following high school, Rich has trav-
eled much of the world. Upon returning to the
United States, Rich traveled the country play-
ing in a band before eventually settling in
Monmouth County where he raised his family.

Rich’s dedication to public service was in-
stilled in him at a very young age and he has
demonstrated throughout his life a commit-
ment to the Hibernian ideals of friendship,
unity and Christian charity.

Rich’s service to the State board as sec-
retary has seen the introduction of a com-
prehensive website where the minutes for
State board meetings are posted within days.
A variety of other measures have been taken
to improve communications between the State
board and the various divisions during Rich’s
tenure as secretary.
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Proud of his Irish heritage, Rich has a deep
love for genealogy that has led to membership
in the Irish Federation, Irish Northern Aid, and
his studying of the Irish Ianguagfe.

Mr. Speaker, once again 1 ask my col-
leagues to join me in thanking Rich for his tire-
less service to the AOH and the Irish-Amer-
ican community. | hope that he continues to
remain actively involved in the AOH and in
promoting the values of friendship, unity and
Christian charity.

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 504
DEMOCRATIC CLUB AND ITS DIS-
TINGUISHED HONOREES COUNCIL

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the 504 Democratic Club on the occa-
sion of its annual banquet and award dinner.
| am pleased to offer my best wishes to the
club’s members, friends and honorees for an-

other year of outstanding public service.
The 504 Democrats derive their name from

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
which mandates that all federally funded pro-
grams must be accessible to people with dis-
abilities. This landmark legislation was the pre-

cursor to the Americans with Disabilities Act.

For 21 years, the members of the 504
Democratic Club have been vocal advocates
for people with disabilities. The club’s mem-
bership works within the democratic process
to promote policies that recognize the barriers
faced by people with disabilities. Furthemore,
the group strives to remind the people of New
York to remain vigilant in the effort to improve
access to housing, health care, education, vot-
ing, jobs, public transportation and other
areas.

| am pleased to congratulate the club’s dis-
tinguished awardees: my esteemed colleague
Congressman JERROLD NADLER, who has al-
ways worked to promote the rights of the dis-
abled; James Weisman, chairman of the
American Association of People with Disabil-
ities and counsel to the United Spinal Associa-
tion; Alexander Wood, executive director of
the Disabilities Network of NYC; Pamela
Bates, president of 504 Northstar; and Micah
Kellner, New York State Democratic Com-
mitteeman and former member of my staff.
These five individuals are outstanding advo-
cates. Individually, they have made significant
contributions to improving the lives of the dis-
abled. Collectively, they would be a force to
be reckoned with.

Mr. Speaker, | request that my distinguished
colleagues join me in paying tribute to the 504
Democratic Club for its longstanding tradition
of advocacy and public service.

HONORING THE MEMORY OF JOHN
M. COLLINS

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, the tragedy of
September 11 casts a long shadow that still
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haunts our lives. Our buildings will be re-
placed, our streets repaved, the infrastructure
repaired. But the people we lost, and the
promise they had for us, can never be any-
thing but a loss. They leave a vacuum in us
that cannot be filled.

John Collins was a firefighter when he died
for us, a policeman who protected us before
that, and always a generous and caring son,
a loving brother, and a good friend, com-
panion, and neighbor.

He was also generous. He knew that when
hard times came on someone, it was not al-
ways their fault and he would help in any way
he could. He was a key part of the Skehill
Foundation, an annual softball tournament that
has raised more than $100,000 in scholarship
money for several schools in the Kingsbridge/
Riverdale area. As a police officer, friends tell
of his often buying groceries for the people in
his precinct or sneakers for their children.

On a personal note, John was, like my fa-
ther, an Ironworker, a group | have known,
loved, and admired since | was a boy and my
father took me to work.

John Collins lived here and so it is appro-
priate that this memento of him be placed
here. It is said that a man never truly dies as
long as he is remembered. This small tribute
will help us to remember that a true man, a
hero, walked among us here, helping us in
dozens of ways that, perhaps, we took for
granted because he did it so effortlessly.

| want to borrow some words from a re-
membrance of John Collins by Karen Donnelly
that so eloquently tells of our grief:

We all, have given pieces of ourselves to
each other. We have taken from each other.
This is bravery; this is courage. If we had not
ventured out into life with both arms wide,
we would not know this grief. If we had not
courageously given, and taken, friendship
from each other, we would have no memories
of immeasurable joy and happiness. To know
this sadness is our right. We have earned it.
We are courageous enough to accept life’s re-
wards, knowing we risk this almost unbear-
able, profound grief.

————

JUDGE BRUCE MCMARION WRIGHT

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the life of Judge Bruce McMarion Wright, who
passed away this week. His commitment to
humanity and justice were hallmarks of his
tenure in the judiciary. Rather than being hon-
ored for his courage and uncompromising
stance in defense of the Eighth Amendment,
Judge Wright was unjustly mocked by the sys-
tem, which did not want to recognize the pro-
tection of the rights of the accused.

Judge Wright had known the challenges of
a just and equal system on his life and had
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worked to eradicate those harms from our so-
ciety. He was raised by his black father and
white mother who taught him about the impor-
tance of looking beyond skin color and into the
hearts and minds of those before him. He
would carry these childhood lessons into the
administration of justice and look beyond the
race of the defendants and plaintiffs before
him.

In spite of the discrimination and racism he
felt upon entering Princeton University, Judge
Wright would further be exposed to the chal-
lenges of individuals through his educational,
legal, and personal development at Virginia
Union, Lincoln University, and New York Law
School. Judge Wright learned about the im-
pact of class, gender, and educational back-
ground on the common understanding of the
human condition. He would understand that
economic stature was not an indicator of one’s
worth and value.

He became aware that one could not truly
achieve justice unless there was an under-
standing of the circumstances which led to the
interjection of the law in response to behavior
deemed to be anti-social. Judge Wright deter-
mined to become an advocate for competent
representation of the interests of the poor in
the criminal justice system. In his courtroom,
he would see the Eighth Amendment as a pro-
tection of the poor against the system, not as
a mechanism of deterrence for the wealthy.

The military would provide Bruce Wright
with additional exposure to the universal strug-
gle of humanity for justice and the need for
compassion and understanding in government.
Judge Wright was committed to this compas-
sion and understanding and rendered judicial
decisions that advocated and aided the poor.
He was a defender of all classes and all races
and recognized the importance of humanity in
his work. While law enforcement and others
often missed the significance of his reasoning,
it is important to understand that he was a be-
liever in justice and crusader for fairness.

| submit for the RECORD the following
CaribNews article on the life of Judge Bruce
McMarion Wright. | extend my condolences
again to his family for their irreplaceable loss.

JUDGE BRUCE MCM WRIGHT MEMORIAL

JUNE 6, 2005.—A memorial celebration on
the life of fearless Supreme Court Justice
Bruce McM Wright, who retired in 1995, will
be held on Saturday, June 4 at 11 a.m. at the
Aaron Davis Hall, 135th Street and Covent
Avenue in Harlem, announced his son, As-
semblyman Keith L.T. Wright.

Judge Wright died in his sleep at age 86 on
March 24 in his home in Old Saybrook, Conn.
He was born in Princeton, N.J. on December
18, 1918 to a White mother and a Black fa-
ther. A civil rights activist who faced life-
long discrimination first in the public
schools in Princeton and, although out-
standing student, in the rejection by Prince-
ton University, which currently had no non-
White students and which told him to apply
elsewhere.

A graduate of ‘‘Historically Black’ Lin-
coln University and New York Law School,
he received an honorary degree from Prince-
ton in 2001. The author of several books, he
gained additional icon status when he wrote
“Black Robes, White Justice,” an expose of
the entire criminal ‘‘injustice” system.
Known in the White community as ‘“‘Turn-
Ern-Loose Bruce,” he also addressed the
abuse of police profiling and brutality, the
dehumanizing conditions in jails populated
primarily by non-Whites, and the discrimi-
natory use of the death penalty against Afri-
can-Americans.
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A hero of magnificent proportions, his
fame as justice, author, poet, and music
lover will be celebrated by TV talk show
host Gil Noble, who will serve as emcee of
the memorial and the program will include
Rep. Charles B. Rangel, Dean of the New
York Congressional Delegation; former
elected officials, namely Mayor David N.
Dinkins, Manhattan Borough President
Percy E. Sutton; Secretary of State Basil A.
Paterson; and State Comptroller H. Carl
McCall; and civil and human rights attor-
neys Jeff L. Greenup and John Edmonds; and
family members.

———

RECOGNIZING ROHO GROUP, OF
BELLEVILLE, ILLINOIS, AS THE
RECIPIENT OF THE PRESIDENT’S
“E” AWARD

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in recognizing
Roho Group, of Belleville, lllinois, for being
awarded the President’s “E” Award for Excel-
lence in Exporting.

ROHO was founded in 1973 by Robert H.
Graebe, an electrical engineer who wanted to
develop a means to heal the pressure sores
that plagued so many patients at the hospital
where he was working. Mr. Graebe invented a
dry flotation technology in which a cushion
mimics the properties of water, in a dry, air-
fluid environment. This technology has proven,
in clinical studies, to assist in effectively heal-
ing and preventing pressure sores.

ROHO has since developed many variations
of their original cushion model to address spe-
cial seating and positioning needs in the med-
ical industry. Besides producing a wide range
of cushion models, ROHO has developed
back support systems, mattresses and pres-
sure measurement devices.

In the late 1990’s, ROHO entered the con-
sumer marketplace with cushions designed for
motorcycles, trucks and heavy equipment.
ROHO is continuing to develop new products
and update its product line to provide their
customers with the best seating and posi-
tioning solutions available worldwide.

The Presidential “E” Award was created by
Executive Order of President Kennedy in 1961
as the nation’s highest award to honor U.S.
exporters. U.S. firms are recognized for their
competitive achievements in world markets
and their contributions in increasing U.S. ex-
ports.

The selection process for this prestigious
award begins with a written application, ac-
companied by samples of the company’s inter-
national marketing materials. U.S. Export As-
sistance Center directors make their endorse-
ments of applicants and forward these to a
committee representing the U.S Government’s
various trade interests. Final selection is made
by the U.S. Secretary of Commerce, in the
name and by the authority of the President.

Roho Group has distinguished itself as a
world leader in the production of support sur-
face products used in rehabilitation and wound
care. The President's “E” Award recognizes
Roho as a shining example of the innovation,
product quality and continuous improvement
that are required to keep U.S. companies
competitive in today’s global marketplace.
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Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating CEO Tom Oleksy and all the
employees of Roho Group for being awarded
the Presidential “E” Award for Excellence in
Exporting.

——————

HONORING THE AMERICAN AIR-
POWER MUSEUM, THE  DIS-
COVERY NETWORK’S MILITARY
CHANNEL, AND CABLEVISION
FOR THEIR TRIBUTE TO LONG
ISLAND WOMEN WHO HAVE
SERVED IN THE MILITARY

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 13, 2005

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor three organizations: the American Air-
power Museum, the Discovery Network’s Mili-
tary Channel, and Cablevision. Each of these
organizations has taken tremendous time and
effort to pay tribute to and acknowledge Long
Island women who have served in the military.
They have shown their deep appreciation for
servicewomen by supporting a recent event
that honored Long Island women who have
served in the military.

Women have played a crucial, role in our
country’s military history. They have served
both on the home front and in combat
throughout World War 11, the Korean War, the
Vietham War, Operation Desert Storm and
now, in our ongoing conflicts in lraq and Af-
ghanistan. Over the last century, the contribu-
tions made to our nation’s military forces by
women are immeasurable. From the medics
and support personnel of World War 1, to the
women currently serving in combat abroad,
our Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines have
been increasingly reliant on the heroism and
leadership of our women in uniform. These es-
teemed women deserve to be recognized for
their bravery and dedication and for the sac-
rifices they have made for our country.

For this reason, | commend both Long Is-
land women who have served in the military
and those who have made the effort to ac-
knowledge their commitment, particularly, the
American Airpower Museum, the Discovery
Network’s Military Channel, and Cablevision. It
is crucial to take the time to recognize those
who have made great sacrifices for our coun-
try.

Once again, | commend and hold in the
highest esteem the women who have served
in the military along with these three organiza-
tions that have taken the time and effort to ac-
knowledge these women who have played
such a crucial role in our country’s history.

———

IN HONOR OF FIRE CHIEF STEW-
ART GARY’S 35 YEARS AS A
DEDICATED FIRE SERVICE PRO-
FESSIONAL AND LEADER

HON. ELLEN O. TAUSCHER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, June 13, 2005
Mrs. TAUSCHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today

to honor Fire Chief Stewart Gary on his retire-
ment from the Livermore-Pleasanton California
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