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Mr. Speaker, America has now recov-

ered economically from the tragedy of 
September 11. We have grown our econ-
omy out of recession and passed the 
tremendous blow on September of 2001, 
and we did it by reducing regulation 
and lowering taxes, by working to 
change the budget process, by reducing 
what the Federal Government spends, 
with the budget we have passed this 
year, by beginning to root out waste, 
fraud and abuse and being aggressive in 
that. In other words, we are working to 
make America competitive. 

Mr. Speaker, I salute our Republican 
leadership for their commitment to 
this. 

f 

DISBAND THE CURRENT COM-
MITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OF-
FICIAL CONDUCT 
(Mr. WESTMORELAND asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, 
in fairness to Members of this body 
who have been subjected to a cloud of 
suspicion over ethics allegations, I rise 
today to call for the House to disband 
the current Committee on Standards of 
Official Conduct and reconstitute it as 
a panel that can convene and hear the 
cases pending before it. 

A report in the Washington Post 
today says the committee may be inac-
tive for months and it may not take up 
politically charged accusations against 
a high-ranking leader until next year, 
which just happens to be an election 
year. 

The Post says, ‘‘Democrats are hop-
ing to gain political advantage from in-
vestigations into DELAY’s activities 
and overseas travel and his ties to lob-
byist Jack Abramoff.’’ 

Even the Democratic-friendly Wash-
ington Post sees the political calcula-
tions behind the minority’s tactics. 

The Committee on Standards of Offi-
cial Conduct is stalled by a partisan 
logjam, and I see only one way to 
unplug it: reconstitute the panel with 
Members resolved to work together so 
that it can move forward with its 
work. If this good-faith effort fails 
again, the House needs to install a Re-
publican majority on the committee so 
that the wheels of good government 
can turn once more. 

Mr. Speaker, this body rescinded the ethics 
rules passed earlier this Congress to appease 
the minority’s demands. Yet, the minority party 
continues to obstruct the objectives of the Eth-
ics Committee at every turn. 

I believe the Republican majority should 
pass whatever rules necessary so the com-
mittee can and will act fairly to hear the pend-
ing cases before it—cases that involve both 
Republicans and Democrats. 

Members accused of violations deserve a 
chance to make their cases and perhaps clear 
their names. 

f 

WE MUST STOP THE BLOODSHED 
IN SUDAN 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 

the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I applaud the meeting be-
tween the Prime Minister of Britain 
and this administration. 

If one thing has come out of that 
meeting beyond the need for the $50 
billion for the restoration of the con-
tinent of Africa, it is that we must act 
now to stop the bleeding, the bloodshed 
and the brutality in Darfur and Sudan. 

This week is the 10th year recogni-
tion commemoration of the million 
that died in Rwanda, and we are re-
minded that they died because of our 
nonaction, our inertia, our refusal to 
accept the fact that people were being 
brutalized and killed. The U.S. did not 
act. 

It is important that military assist-
ance be sent to Sudan now and that the 
President of Chad be included in this 
process for the 300,000 refugees that are 
languishing in Chad without any re-
sources from around the world. 

The United States must act, the Con-
gress must act. A declaration of geno-
cide has already been declared. Do we 
want another Rwanda on our hands, 
more blood, more bloodshed and loss of 
life? We cannot afford it. The African 
Union must be sent. We must stop the 
bloodshed in Sudan and return the peo-
ple to their land. 

f 

JOBS AND THE ECONOMY 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend Congress on its suc-
cessful, pro-growth economic agenda. 

In the last month alone, the United 
States economy created 78,000 new 
jobs. Take the last 2 years into ac-
count, and our economy has created 
more than 3.5 million jobs. 

Mr. Speaker, this growth can be par-
tially credited to the good legislation 
Congress has passed, legislation that 
lowers taxes, lets Americans keep more 
of their hard-earned money, reduces 
unnecessary regulation, supports our 
small businesses, and, above all, it en-
courages economic growth. 

Our policies are working. More Amer-
icans hold jobs today than ever before. 
Homeownership is at a near record 
level, with nearly 70 percent of Amer-
ican families owning their own homes. 
Small businesses continue to flourish, 
and our economy is showing steady 
growth. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that our eco-
nomic agenda is the right solution for 
American families. We will continue 
passing good legislation to build a 
stronger economy for all Americans. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE HON. 
HENRY HYDE AND THE HON. 
ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 

(Mr. FLAKE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. HYDE), the chairman 
of the Committee on International Re-
lations, and also the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN), who 
worked with me yesterday to attach an 
amendment to the State Department 
authorization bill to allow some of the 
funding that we provide to the State 
Department to be spent on scholarships 
and other programs for Cubans. 

For years, we have spent hundreds of 
millions of dollars at the State Depart-
ment on public diplomacy programs 
that have helped individuals in coun-
tries transitioning to a democracy. Yet 
Cuba has been excluded from this. If 
there is any country that needs this 
help and a people that need this help, it 
is the country of Cuba. 

So now the State Department has 
been directed to spend at least $5 mil-
lion in Fulbright scholarships, Ben Gil-
man scholarships, Truman scholarships 
and others to bring worthy Cubans here 
to the United States to study and help 
reverse the tide recently of less contact 
with the Cuban people, to actually 
have more contact. 

This is significant. Again, I pay trib-
ute to the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
HYDE) and the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for working 
with me on this. 

f 

AGRICULTURE APPROPRIATIONS 
AND COOL LEGISLATION 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to acknowledge the important work 
this body undertook last night by pass-
ing the fiscal year 2006 Agriculture Ap-
propriations Act. This bill took an im-
portant step toward helping the farm-
ers of America and my district in 
North Carolina. Farmers are the back-
bone of our communities, and we must 
provide the resources they need. My 
colleagues and I worked hard to exer-
cise fiscal restraint on this bill without 
cutting those programs crucial to help-
ing farmers. I feel strongly the bill we 
passed yesterday did just that. 

I would also like to thank this body 
for voting to uphold a provision that 
delays the country-of-origin labeling 
process until it can be dealt with cor-
rectly, through current proposed legis-
lation. This delay will allow my col-
leagues and me on the House Com-
mittee on Agriculture time to com-
plete our work on H.R. 2068, the Meat 
Promotion Act of 2005 sponsored by the 
gentleman from Virginia (Chairman 
GOODLATTE). 

H.R. 2068 will establish a market- 
driven, cost-effective, voluntary COOL 
program for meat such as beef, poultry 
and pork. 
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PRODUCTIVITY OF THE 109TH 

CONGRESS TO DATE 
(Mr. BURGESS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, with all 
of the negative press these days, one of 
the big stories that has been missed is 
how productive this Congress has been 
since the first of the year. In fact, this 
may be one of the most productive 
Congresses this country has seen since 
the Second World War. 

Let me go through with my col-
leagues very quickly the 20 pieces of 
major legislation we have passed this 
year and the five appropriations bills 
we have passed since the beginning of 
the year. 

We passed a class action fairness bill. 
We passed a highway bill and energy 
bill and our budget and the Real ID 
Act, which will strengthen our borders, 
and a bill for broadcast decency. We 
passed a continuity of the Congress 
bill, gang deterrence, funding for first 
responders, vocational and technical 
funding, homeland security. We have 
repealed estate tax for the second time, 
spyware prevention, bankruptcy bill, 
core blood registry, stem cell funding, 
restrictions on interstate transport for 
minors seeking abortions, job training. 

Under appropriations, Homeland Se-
curity, Interior, funding for the mili-
tary quality of life and the Agriculture 
bill yesterday, plus the supplemental 
earlier in the year, a tremendous 
record of accomplishment that this 
Congress could be proud of on a bipar-
tisan basis because most of those bills 
did pass with a significant number of 
Democratic votes. 

f 

WITHDRAWING APPROVAL OF THE 
UNITED STATES FROM AGREE-
MENT ESTABLISHING THE 
WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION 
Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, pursuant to 

House Resolution 304, I call up the 
joint resolution (H.J. Res. 27) with-
drawing the approval of the United 
States from the Agreement estab-
lishing the World Trade Organization, 
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The text of H.J. Res. 27 is as follows: 
H.J. RES. 27 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the Congress with-
draws its approval, provided under section 
101(a) of the Uruguay Round Agreements 
Act, of the WTO Agreement as defined in sec-
tion 2(9) of that Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
REHBERG). Pursuant to House Resolu-
tion 304, the gentleman from Florida 
(Mr. SHAW), the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CARDIN), the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. PAUL), and the gentleman 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. SHAW). 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H.J. Res. 
27, the joint resolution under consider-
ation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, this morning the House 

considers the withdrawal of the United 
States from the World Trade Organiza-
tion. I strongly oppose this resolution 
and urge my Members to join me in 
this opposition. 

As a member of the World Trade Or-
ganization, the United States is one of 
148 member countries. Our role in this 
global body is tremendously important, 
not only for the future of the United 
States trade but for the continuation 
of global trade liberalization. 

As the world’s leading economy, the 
largest economy that has ever been on 
the face of this earth, we all too often 
focus our attention on the aspects of 
trade we disagree with. When Members 
of Congress meet with our inter-
national counterparts, we spend a large 
amount of time discussing specific 
trade barriers and little time sup-
porting the broad range of cooperation 
and successes that we may share. 

Continued membership in the World 
Trade Organization will allow the 
United States the opportunity to con-
tinue cooperating as we work towards 
free trade benefiting United States 
consumers, farmers, manufacturers and 
firms. 

Currently, the World Trade Organiza-
tion is negotiating the Doha Round. 
Congress has been deeply involved with 
the administration as the Round con-
tinues to move forward. It is tremen-
dously importantly that we remain ac-
tive in these negotiations and push for 
a completed Doha. 

Finally, I congratulate Mr. Pascal 
Lamy of France on his selection as the 
new World Trade Organization Director 
General. I am hopeful his abilities will 
enable the World Trade Organization to 
balance the concerns of its members. I 
look forward to working with him in 
the future. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, it is my strong 
view that the United States greatly 
benefits from our continued participa-
tion in the World Trade Organization. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, let me begin by men-
tioning that this is a tripartisan reso-
lution, and I want to thank our cospon-
sors: the gentleman from Oregon (Mr. 
DEFAZIO), the gentleman from Ten-
nessee (Mr. DUNCAN), the gentleman 
from Arizona (Mr. GRIJALVA), the gen-
tleman from Indiana (Mr. 
HOSTETTLER), the gentleman from 

North Carolina (Mr. JONES), the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH), the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. PAUL), the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. SEN-
SENBRENNER), the gentleman from 
Michigan (Mr. STUPAK) and the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. TANCREDO). 
I thank them very much for their sup-
port. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not have any great 
illusions that this resolution will win 
today. When the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. PAUL) offered it 5 years ago, it 
only received 56 votes. I hope, however, 
that as many Members as possible will 
vote for it today for one simple reason. 
It is time to send the Bush administra-
tion a message and a wake-up call that 
our current trade policies have failed 
and need to be completely rethought so 
that they represent the needs of the 
middle class and working families of 
our country and not just the CEOs of 
large corporations. 

Mr. Speaker, international trade is a 
good thing, if implemented properly, 
but the evidence is overwhelming that 
our current trade policies, including 
NAFTA, including permanent normal 
trade relations with China, and the 
current roles of the WTO are not work-
ing for average Americans, they are 
not working for the environment, and 
they are not working for human rights. 
If we do not fundamentally change 
those policies, we can only expect more 
of the same. 

The WTO was signed in 1995, and our 
current support of unfettered free trade 
has gone on for some 30 years. And 
what has been the result of those poli-
cies for the middle class of this coun-
try? Let us discuss it. 

In a period in which technology has 
exploded, in a period in which worker 
productivity has significantly in-
creased, we would think that the mid-
dle class would be better off. 

b 1030 

But the economic reality today is 
that what every American knows is 
that the middle class of this country is 
collapsing. Poverty is increasing, and 
the gap between the rich and the poor 
is wider today than at any time since 
the 1920s. Are our disastrous trade poli-
cies the only reason for this? No. But 
they are an extremely important part 
of that equation, and that is for sure. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1995 when the WTO 
was established, our trade deficit was 
$96 billion. Today our trade deficit is a 
record-breaking $617 billion and is on 
pace to become $700 billion next year. 
Our trade deficit with China alone is 
$162 billion. 

Mr. Speaker, while some of my col-
leagues are going to extol all of the 
wonderful virtues of unfettered free 
trade, perhaps they can explain why in 
the last 4 years alone we have lost 2.8 
million good-paying manufacturing 
jobs, one out of six in this country. One 
out of six in the last 4 years. In my own 
small State of Vermont, we have lost 
20 percent of our manufacturing jobs in 
the last 5 years. Many people know 
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