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Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

The Senator from Mississippi.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent to speak as in morning
business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(The remarks of Mr. LOTT are printed
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Morning
Business.””)

Mr. LOTT. I suggest the absence of a
quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, in the last
hour or so we made huge progress on an
issue that has been very difficult for
this body over the last 3 to 4 weeks, in
fact I would say difficult for the last
25 years. The progress we have made is
that for these nominees who had not
received a fair up-or-down vote for 2
years, 3 years, 4 years, we are finally
back in gear and getting up-or-down
votes, fulfilling our constitutional re-
sponsibility of advice and consent.

I am very pleased and I am very
proud of this body. People who have
been blocked for partisan reasons in
the past, who have been obstructed,
have been prevented from getting
votes, have been allowed to get votes
through regular order by going through
the Judiciary Committee. Although it
took way too long—2 years, 3 years, 4
years—finally they have been allowed
to get an up-or-down vote. I hope it
sets the tone, and I believe it will set
the tone, as we proceed over the com-
ing weeks and months and address cir-
cuit court nominees and, of course, Su-
preme Court nominees who may or
may not occur in the very near future.

Justice Janice Rogers Brown will
now serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals
for the D.C. Circuit. The vote was 56 to
43, a bipartisan vote, which shows that
once these up-or-down votes are al-
lowed and the body can express itself
the will of the Senate will work and
that this highly qualified nominee, as I
mentioned a bit ago, who is Kkind,
smart, thoughtful, and qualified, who
has had to endure a lot of protracted
and often bitter nomination discus-
sions, is now going to be on the D.C.
Circuit. The will of the Senate ex-
pressed itself. The bipartisan vote was
56 to 43.

This last vote on William Pryor, the
fact that in the past he had been ob-
structed through a partisan leadership-
led effort in the past, once we sort of
broke through that impasse, he re-
ceived 67 votes on cloture. The vote
was 67 to 32, overwhelming bipartisan
support, which now will guarantee him
what has been denied in the past, and
that is a fair up-or-down vote. Again,
the body will be able to speak.
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Everybody who sits at these desks,
the people who are in the Chamber
now, will be able to express themselves
with a vote. That is how we give advice
and consent. The vote was 67 to 32. To-
morrow at 4, he, too, will get an up-or-
down vote, confirm or reject, on wheth-
er Members believe he is a qualified
nominee. Members can vote their con-
science, vote their judgment of his
qualifications. The candidate, the
nominee, will receive the up-or-down
vote he deserves.

We should treat these nominees with
respect and in a reasonable period of
time when they come to the floor, or
they make it to this Executive Cal-
endar, so that they receive that up-or-
down vote.

I am very pleased where we are. It is
huge progress. Both sides of the aisle
are working together on this very im-
portant judicial nominee process. We
will continue that process tomorrow in
which case by the end of tomorrow we
should have three more up-or-down
votes at 4, again tremendous progress.
Two of the Michigan judges will be
voted on sometime late afternoon or
early evening. They will be given up-
or-down votes, and I expect all three
will be confirmed.

I believe we have broken the impasse,
as I have said, and we are making real
progress. The early part of next week
we will be having one more up-or-down
vote. That will be on Tom Griffith, and
then we will go to the Energy bill. We
want to spend plenty of time to give
everybody the opportunity to debate
and amend. I expect we would spend
that whole first week and likely into
that second week which would give ev-
erybody the opportunity to come for-
ward and express themselves on a bill
that I believe will lower gasoline
prices—I cannot say that with cer-
tainty, but I believe this bill will—and
will lower natural gas prices. For peo-
ple who are thinking about driving on
vacations, driving to work, driving
their truck, or worried about heating
in the future, the American people will
know we are doing the Nation’s busi-
ness, that we are doing our very best to
lower those prices for them as individ-
uals.

I am pleased where we are today. We
are making real progress. I know there
will be some other comments made to-
night before we close.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE
Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s earlier action on the Brown
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nomination; provided further that the
vote on the confirmation of the Pryor
nomination occur at 4 p.m. tomorrow,
and that the time for consideration be
divided as follows: from 10 to 10:30 to-
morrow morning under the control of
the majority leader or his designee;
from 10:30 to 11 under the control of the
Democratic leader or his designee; that
the time rotate as above until the hour
of 3 o’clock; that from 3 to 3:15 be
under the control of the majority; 3:15
to 3:30 under the control of the minor-
ity; 3:30 to 3:45 under the control of the
Democratic leader; and, finally, the
majority leader from 3:45 to 4.

I further ask consent that following
that vote, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate proceed to the consider-
ation of the Sixth Circuit judges under
the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that there now
be a period of morning business with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————
TRIBUTE TO ANGEL CAMPBELL,
COUNSEL AND SPECIAL

PROJECTS DIRECTOR

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I rise today
to pay a special tribute to Angel Camp-
bell. She is my counsel and director of
my Special Projects Office. This out-
standing staffer will be leaving my of-
fice after 8 years of exceptional service
to spend more time with her growing
family.

Angel is the epitome of a dedicated,
hard-working public servant. She has
been remarkably gifted at advocating
for Mississippi, the place we both call
home, to Federal executives in the
many government departments and to
fellow congressional staffers. I know
that many constituents from the State
of Mississippi will also feel her ab-
sence. There are many staffers working
in Congress who will miss her detailed,
knowledgeable explanations of the in-
frastructure features that are unique
to our home State to help them while
drafting legislative initiatives. And
that is why I want to take a moment
with my colleagues to recognize and to
thank Angel for her many genuine con-
tributions to my office and to the citi-
zens of Mississippi.

Angel is a native of Southaven, MS.
She received her bachelor’s degree
from the University of Mississippi and
later earned her law degree from
Samford University. She and her hus-
band, Terry, have three wonderful and
energetic children; Taylor, Trey, and
Jackson. Even as her family grew while
on my staff, she continued to balance
her priorities and served both her fam-
ily and Mississippi well.
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Angel truly loved fixing the problems
and challenges our Mississippi con-
stituents called and wrote about. She
understood their frustrations and
would take them to heart. Then she
would dedicate herself to solving their
individual cases while simultaneously
looking for a systemic solution to save
others the same aggravation. To say
that Angel was relentless in finding an-
swers to difficult problems is an under-
statement. She aggressively worked for
each and every Mississippian. She be-
came so proficient in her responsibil-
ities, other congressional staffers, and
even some of our colleagues, would
often seek her advice.

Angel had several hats and one vital
job was that of providing excellent
legal advice to everyone in the office.
In a time frame when many large legal
matters were being considered, like the
confirmation of judges to tort reform
to class action reforms, the staff need-
ed and valued her wisdom. She could
clearly explain the law and the bill’s
provisions in ways that were under-
standable. She was there to teach and
lead the staff.

Angel started as one of my staff as-
sistants, but she quickly moved up the
ladder to become the director of my
special projects. There she also had di-
rect responsibility for a wide range of
appropriation matters that affect all
facets of Mississippi’s life. She was a
leader with a steady confident manage-
rial style that was accepted by our new
and young staffers. She rapidly molded
them into experienced staffers who be-
came effective surefooted Mississippi
advocates who helped ‘‘shepherd’” hun-
dreds of millions of infrastructure and
business investments dollars into Mis-
sissippi.

Angel looked beyond constituent
complaints and appropriation issues,
that were important, and also devoted
time to a much larger problem area,
the root of many of the constituent
challenges. She helped create a long
term program for economic develop-
ment and creating transportation,
communication, technology infrastruc-
ture solutions for Mississippi. She en-
sured that these projects, both big and
small, were both sustainable and
cordinated with the State government.
She ensured that no corner of the State
was ignored and she was always look-
ing for ways to leverage an idea into
reinforcing the existing economic de-
velopment aspects of Mississippi’s mar-
ketplace. This was especially chal-
lenging because of the dynamics of the
State, but because Angel was trusted
by numerous local officials and she got
it done. In this capacity she made
many lasting tangible contributions
that ‘“‘will positively affect Mississippi
for decades to come. There are many
Mississippians who have jobs because
of her vision and stick-to-it-ness.

It is simply not possible to point out
all of the contributions Angel made to
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Mississippi, but I would like to high-
light three of the major ones.

First, let me mention I-69. This
interstate highway, which will eventu-
ally connect the United States with
Canada and Mexico, will run through
Mississippi in DeSoto County and the
Delta because of Angel’s focused hard
work and determination. Many folks
said I-69 would never be built. Boy, did
she prove these naysayers wrong. She
helped secure over $100 million for the
Greenville Bridge over the Mississippi
River and the first segments of this
interstate are currently under con-
struction in DeSoto and Tunica Coun-
ties. I-69 will provide the impoverished
Mississippi Delta with the opportunity
to market itself to companies around
the world and hopefully this region of
our State can take its place in the new
global economy with this infrastruc-
ture.

Second, let me mention the Nissan
Plant. Many were involved in getting
the company to decide on Mississippi
and many had the grad ideas, but
Angel was part of a small cadre of folks
who turned the ideas into reality by
knocking down the bureaucratic, regu-
latory barriers to make the idea a re-
ality. Eighteen months after the an-
nouncement, the field I would I drive
past in Canton is now a bustling fac-
tory producing quality vehicles driven
and loved by thousands of Americans.
We can thank Angel for her tireless
work behind the scenes on one of the
largest economic development projects
in the United States in recent years.
The new Nissan plant represents ap-
proximately $950 million in direct in-
vestment and almost 4,000 new jobs for
the people of Mississippi. These num-
bers do not include the countless spin-
offs and suppliers which have been
needed for such a massive undertaking.
Nissan’s positive ripple effect on the
Mississippi economy will be felt for
decades to come.

Finally, let me mention Angel’s in-
strumental role in securing millions of
dollars for Mississippi transportation
projects such as the Canal Road Con-
nector, improving Mississippi’s for-
mula for receipt of highway funds, and
for retaining existing jobs at the Bab-
cock & Wilcox plant in West Point, MS.

These are just a few of the things
that Angel Campbell has been involved
with during her tenure with me. I know
everyone will miss seeing Angel on a
regular basis and I will miss her work,
her spunk and her good cheer and
humor. She has been a valuable asset
to me and trusted advisor. Everyone in
the office benefited from her energy
and enjoyed her company.

It saddens me to see Angel depart my
staff, yet I fully understand the prior-
ities of her family. I respect her desire
to watch her children grow. Her hus-
band and children have many reasons
to be proud of her work her in the Sen-
ate for nearly a decade. She made a
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Mississippi difference, a difference that
will be seen and felt for the next dec-
ade. I will be forever grateful for her
loyal service and dedication to me, and
to the State of Mississippi. I wish
Angel Campbell good luck and pray
God may continue to richly bless her
and her family.

TRIBUTE TO LOUIS EDWARD
“SPANKY” FISTER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to pay tribute to Louis Ed-
ward Fister, a Kentuckian who was
committed not only to his family and
friends, but to his country and his reli-
gion as well. Known to many simply as
“Spanky,” Mr. Fister was a permanent
deacon in the Roman Catholic Church,
a calling he served for 20 years. He was
also an influential realtor and sales
representative in the Lexington area.
Mr. Fister passed away April 30, 2005,
at the age of 66.

Spanky got his nickname as a child
because he reminded people of Spanky
from ‘‘The Little Rascals.” Perhaps the
name stuck because Spanky made it
his goal to create ‘‘gangs of people,”’
especially during his ministerial work.
One of Spanky’s greatest joys was serv-
ing as a chaplain for Eastern State
Hospital where he ministered to the pa-
tients and offered prayer services. He
also witnessed marriage vows, bap-
tisms, and assisted with funerals in
Lexington and the surrounding area as
a deacon at St. Paul Catholic Church
in Lexington.

Born in Jackson, TN, on January 3,
1939, Mr. Fister moved to Kentucky
when he was about 4 years old and
lived the rest of his life in the Com-
monwealth. He graduated from Lex-
ington Catholic High School in 1956.
Following graduation, he joined the
U.S. Army and served until 1958. He
then studied business at the University
of Kentucky and later attended Thom-
as More College in preparation for the
diaconate. He earned a BA degree in or-
ganizational management from Mid-
way College, graduating with Summa
Cum Laude honors in 1998.

Mr. Fister was a member of the Lex-
ington Board of Realtors and worked
for Smith Realty Group before his
passing. He was also an independent
sales representative for Unishippers. A
civic-oriented individual, Mr. Fister
was president of the Jaycees and had
been active in the Knights of Colum-
bus.

Mr. Fister is survived by his wife of
45 years, Nancy Jo Hostetter, and his
five children, all of Lexington; his four
siblings; eight grandchildren; and two
sisters-in-law.
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