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realization of these programs’ poten-
tial: the fact that there are not enough 
of them, and in a time when patients 
regularly cross state lines seeking 
treatment, existing program can not 
yet effectively share information 
across state lines. 

This bill provides states with the re-
sources and guidance they need to 
make important progress toward mini-
mizing the abuse and diversion of pre-
scription medications while ensuring 
patients’ access to timely, effective 
treatment, and I urge you to join us in 
supporting it. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

NINTH ANNUAL WORLD CONGRESS 
IN AMMAN, JORDAN 

∑ Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, next 
week, from June 2–6, 2005, the Center 
for Civic Education will host the Ninth 
Annual World Congress on Civic Edu-
cation in Amman, Jordan. Nearly 200 
civic education leaders will attend this 
event, representing 58 countries and 28 
U.S. States. 

The purpose of the World Congress is 
to share information about the best 
practices and materials developed 
through Civitas: An International Civic 
Education Exchange Program, an au-
thorized program of the No Child Left 
Behind Act. The program addresses the 
full range of civic education activities. 
These include the development of edu-
cational policy, standards, curricular 
frameworks, and materials, as well as 
teacher education, classroom imple-
mentation, and research and evalua-
tion. 

One program developed through 
Civitas is Project Citizen, a middle 
school level program on public policy 
in the United States. Project Citizen is 
now being used in more than fifty 
countries, and is one of the most effec-
tive programs in promoting the devel-
opment of a political culture sup-
portive of democratic values, prin-
ciples, institutions, and participation. 

Another important component of 
Civitas is the series of exchanges 
among leaders in civic education in the 
United States and those in emerging 
and established democracies world-
wide. The purpose of the exchanges is 
for civic education leaders to learn 
from and assist each other in improv-
ing education for democracy in their 
home nations. 

Therefore, I think it is an important 
step that for the first time the World 
Congress on Civic Education will be 
hosted in the Middle East. Joining the 
Center for Civic Education in hosting 
this year’s World Congress is Arab 
Civitas—a regional network of nine 
Arab countries in the Middle East—and 
the Jordanian Center for Civic Edu-
cation Studies. 

Arab Civitas, which is funded 
through the Middle East Partnership 
Initiative at the State Department, ad-
ministers a program of citizenship edu-

cation in elementary and secondary 
schools in the Middle East. Civic edu-
cators in Jordan, Egypt, the West 
Bank, Lebanon, Tunisia, Morocco, Al-
geria, Yemen, Bahrain, and recently 
Saudi Arabia, work with the Center for 
Civic Education through Arab Civitas. 
The goal of the program is to help stu-
dents understand and respect the core 
concepts of freedom and democracy 
such as free expression, pluralism and 
the rule of law, and human rights. 

As the chairman of the Senate Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations Sub-
committee on Near Eastern and South 
Asian Affairs, it is my strong belief 
that many of the conflicts and prob-
lems in the world, and particularly in 
the Middle East, could be lessened by 
strong investments in education. I am 
particularly supportive of education 
programs which seek to improve toler-
ance and understanding of others. 
Thus, the theme of this year’s congress 
is of particular interest to me: Advanc-
ing Peace and Stability through Active 
Citizenship. 

Mr. President, I think we can all 
agree that this is exciting work that 
the Center for Civic Education is ac-
complishing. Its work in strengthening 
democracy, and promoting tolerance 
and moderation, in the United States 
and throughout the world, is admi-
rable. I hope and expect the attendees 
will have a successful Ninth Annual 
World Congress on Civic Education.∑ 

f 

DEAF WEST THEATER 
PRODUCTION OF ‘‘BIG RIVER’’ 

∑ Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I re-
cently had the pleasure of attending a 
truly unique theater production at 
Ford’s Theater—a production that is a 
testament to the Positive impact of 
Federal funding of the arts. The Deaf 
West Theater production of Big River: 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, 
in conjunction with the Roundabout 
Theater Company and the Mark Taper 
Forum, utilizes American Sign Lan-
guage and a cast of hearing and deaf 
actors working seamlessly together to, 
tell this classic Mark Twain story. The 
exceptional quality of this production 
was recognized with a 2004 Tony Honor 
for Excellence in the Theater. 

This production of Big River is a su-
perb example of how the performing 
arts can lead by example, in this case, 
by offering a dramatic example of peo-
ple who bridge the gap between the 
deaf and hearing communities. Deaf 
and hearing actors are an integral part 
of the show. Deaf and hearing audi-
ences have an equal opportunity to 
enjoy the production. And the perspec-
tive of deaf culture is seamlessly inte-
grated into the performance. 

Federal funding was critical in 
achieving these important goals. Au-
thorization for grant funding of deaf 
theater has been in Federal law, in one 
form or another, since 1967. In the case 
of the current production of Big River, 
grants from the U.S. Department of 
Education’s Office of Special Education 

and Rehabilitative Services supported 
the training of deaf actors in the show, 
allowed the production to reach na-
tional audiences through touring, and 
helped to fund educational outreach. 

I understand that our distinguished 
majority leader, Senator FRIST, re-
cently saw the production, and was as 
dazzled by it as I was. So I encourage 
all of our colleagues, their families, 
and staffs to go see Big River, which 
will be at Ford’s Theater until June 4. 
And I also encourage my colleagues to 
join with me in working to restore 
funding to keep Deaf West’s work alive 
for audiences in the future.∑ 

f 

HONORING NEW IBERIA MAIN 
STREET 

∑ Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, today 
I rise to honor a city from my home 
State of Louisiana and am delighted to 
recognize its achievement before this 
body. 

The City of New Iberia, LA, was re-
cently selected by The National Trust 
for Historic Preservation to receive a 
2005 Great American Main Street 
Award. New Iberia won this prestigious 
award because of its successful down-
town revitalization. In addition to 
being recognized as one of only five 
winning communities nationwide, New 
Iberia is the only community in Lou-
isiana to ever receive this distinction. 
As a champion of sustainable and qual-
ity community development, I can per-
sonally attest to this well-deserved 
honor. New Iberia’s Main Street cre-
ates a unique sense of place through 
the beauty of its architecture, land-
scaping, and natural integration with 
Bayou Teche. The residents of New Ibe-
ria identify with this special place, and 
it contributes to the quality of life and 
sense of community pride shared by 
them. 

Founded in 1779, New Iberia was a 
prosperous antebellum community 
that matured into a modern city. By 
the mid 1960s, New Iberia’s Main Street 
began experiencing decline typical of 
many communities in the United 
States at that time. Recognizing the 
role of Main Street in the life of a com-
munity, New Iberia’s business leaders, 
elected officials, and citizens started a 
progressive downtown revitalization ef-
fort known as Operation Impact in the 
early 1970s. This focus on Main Street 
continued, and in the 1990s, New Iberia 
further enhanced its efforts by initi-
ating an officially designated Main 
Street Program. The unified commit-
ment, hard work, and enthusiasm of 
the people of New Iberia over nearly 40 
years has reestablished their downtown 
as a vibrant nucleus of culture, com-
merce, and tourism. It has also fit-
tingly earned them national acclaim. 

In the few years since the Main 
Street Program began in New Iberia, 
the city has seen over 115 new busi-
nesses established, over 420 new jobs 
created, and more than $19 million in 
private investment with total invest-
ment exceeding $24 million. 
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Downtown development and Main 

Street revitalization efforts have con-
tributed significantly to building safer 
communities, stronger economies, and 
better quality of life across America. 
New Iberia, LA, is a superb example of 
how these cooperative efforts can im-
prove communities. Today, I give the 
people of New Iberia my thanks and 
praise.∑ 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE ORDINATION 
OF REV. MONSIGNOR STANLEY 
E. MILEWSKI 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I would 
like to call my colleagues’ attention to 
plans to honor a distinguished religious 
leader in Michigan, Monsignor Stanley 
Milewski. Monsignor Milewski will be 
honored at a special service of thanks-
giving followed by a dinner reception 
on Sunday, June 5, 2005, on the St. 
Mary’s Orchard Lake Schools campus. 
The tribute will mark his 50th anniver-
sary as a Polish-American diocesan 
priest. 

Since his ordination into the priest-
hood on June 4, 1955, by Cardinal Ed-
ward Mooney in Detroit, Monsignor 
Milewski has been an important part of 
the history of the Polish pastoral min-
istry in Michigan and in the United 
States. Monsignor Milewski has earned 
the respect and admiration of people 
throughout Michigan and across the 
United States, and is especially ad-
mired by the approximately three- 
quarters of a million people of Polish 
descent who are part of the Arch-
diocese of Detroit, because of his devo-
tion to service and confident leadership 
through years of ministry. 

Born in Detroit to Polish immigrants 
on November 30, 1929, Monsignor 
Milewski received his primary and sec-
ondary education in Catholic parochial 
schools in Detroit. He earned his un-
dergraduate degree from St. Mary’s 
College of Orchard Lake and completed 
graduate studies at St. John’s Provin-
cial Seminary in Plymouth, MI, and at 
SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary in 
Orchard Lake. SS. Cyril and Methodius 
Seminary enjoys the distinction of 
being the only Polish seminary in the 
United States and was founded in De-
troit in 1885. Monsignor Milewski was 
awarded an honorary doctorate degree 
from Alliance College in Pennsylvania 
and an honorary doctorate of theology 
degree from Madonna University in 
Livonia, MI. He was later appointed to 
the faculty of the Orchard Lake 
Schools in January 1957, and his re-
sponsibilities have included procu-
rator-treasurer, teacher, athletic direc-
tor, and vice rector. He served as chan-
cellor of the Lake Orchard Schools 
from 1977 to 2000. 

Monsignor Milewski’s appointments 
include the Prelate of Honor of His Ho-
liness John Paul II on March 20, 1990, 
Honorary Canon of the Diocese of 
Plock, and Honorary Canon of the Dio-
cese of Lomza. In addition to the many 
recognitions and awards he has re-

ceived, Monsignor Milewski was hon-
ored to have the Pope visit the 120-acre 
Orchard Lake Schools campus in 1969. 
Of that visit, Monsignor said, ‘‘From 
that point on, I really got to know 
what a great man he was and what a 
tremendous memory he had.’’ He re-
calls how the Pope once remarked that 
the seminary at Orchard Lakes was the 
most beautiful Polish seminary in the 
world. The campus includes the John 
Paul II center, a museum of artifacts 
and photos. 

I know my colleagues join me in con-
gratulating Monsignor Milewski on his 
faithfulness to his calling and on his 
many achievements in the pastoral 
ministry. I am pleased to express my 
sincere appreciation to him on his 50th 
anniversary and to wish him many 
more years of good health and happi-
ness.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CHARLIE WALKER 
∑ Mr. SARBANES. Mr. President, I 
want to pay tribute today to an out-
standing public servant, educator, and 
communicator, Charlie Walker. Charlie 
is retiring after a distinguished 40-year 
career in teaching and government 
service at the local, State and Federal 
levels, most recently as director of 
government affairs for the Baltimore 
District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
I extend my personal congratulations 
and thanks for his many years of dedi-
cated service and contributions to the 
American people. 

Born in Charleston, WV, Charlie 
spent much of his youth and career in 
Baltimore, MD. He was a graduate of 
Clifton Park Junior High and Balti-
more’s City College, one of the oldest 
and finest public high schools in the 
country. He won scholarships to Tow-
son State Teachers College, now Tow-
son University, where he excelled aca-
demically and in his extracurricular 
activities, selected to serve not only as 
president of the Phi Alpha Theta Hon-
orary Society in history but also as a 
manager of three sports teams—soccer, 
wrestling, and track. Upon graduation 
in 1963, Charlie taught for 3 years in 
Baltimore’s secondary schools and then 
enrolled in West Virginia University to 
earn a master’s degree in history. In 
1966, Charlie enlisted in the U.S. Army 
and served for a 3-year period in Viet-
nam and at the Walter Reed Army 
Medical Center. He returned to West 
Virginia University to obtain a Ph.D. 
in history, and worked in various and 
progressively responsible positions in 
local, State and Federal Government, 
including service as an historian and 
public affairs officer with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, an aide to 
the mayor of Baltimore and a research 
analyst with the Library of Congress. 

In 1987, Charlie Walker was tapped to 
lead the public affairs office of the 
newly established Maryland Depart-
ment of the Environment, and it was in 
this position that I first had the oppor-
tunity and privilege of working closely 
with Charlie. A highly skilled commu-

nicator and manager, Charlie assem-
bled a terrific team to promote the ini-
tiatives of the new department and to 
protect and restore the quality of 
Maryland’s air, water, and land re-
sources. Charlie and his team set a 
standard for outreach and responsive-
ness that few, if any, agencies have 
been able to match. He served in this 
position until 1991 when he was re-
cruited, as government affairs officer 
for the Baltimore District, U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, to help the district 
restore relations and responsiveness 
with the Congress and other levels of 
government. Over the past 14 years, 
Charlie has been a trusted adviser to 
six district engineers, and the principal 
point of contact for Members of Con-
gress and our staffs from the Five 
States and the District of Columbia, 
which encompass the Baltimore Dis-
trict’s jurisdiction. 

With his in-depth knowledge, polit-
ical astuteness, and a dedication to 
public service that is second to none, 
Charlie has remained a constant force 
in moving the Army Corps of Engi-
neers’ programs and services forward. 
He is well known, widely respected, and 
well liked, not only among the staff at 
the Baltimore District but throughout 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
beyond. He is the core of the Corps. His 
advice is constantly sought for improv-
ing communications and relations with 
the press, the public and with elected 
officials at all levels of government. 
Over the years, he has inspired great 
loyalty in the members of the Balti-
more District staff and affection from 
the countless others with whom he has 
worked. He will be sorely missed by 
those of us who have had the pleasure 
of working with him. 

Throughout the course of his career, 
Charlie has received numerous honors 
including the Commander’s Award for 
Civil Service, Governor’s Salute to Ex-
cellence Award, and the Maryland De-
partment of the Environment Award 
for Outstanding Public Service. In ad-
dition to his public service, Charlie has 
volunteered a great deal of time and 
energy serving on the numerous orga-
nizations, including the Phi Alpha 
Theta History Society, the Society of 
American Military Engineers, and the 
Baltimore Council on Foreign Affairs. 

It is my firm conviction that public 
service and teaching are among the 
most honorable callings. They demand 
the very best, most dedicated efforts of 
those who have the opportunity to 
serve their fellow citizens. Throughout 
his career Charlie Walker has exempli-
fied a steadfast commitment to meet-
ing this demand. I want to extend my 
personal congratulations and thanks 
for his many years of hard work and 
dedication and wish him well in the 
years ahead.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JESSIE HALE DOWNS 
∑ Mr. SESSIONS. Today, with a great 
sense of honor and respect, I rise to pay 
tribute to Mrs. Jessie Hale Downs for 
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