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of those displaced from their homes, by
improving conditions for elections, by
training local police and by monitoring
borders used by criminal gangs who
profit from the chaos of conflict. There
have been improvements in recent
years, but there is still plenty of work
to do to build the democratic institu-
tions and respect for the rule of law.

Freedom is on the march in places
some had written off as unsuited for
democracy. Kyrgyzstan’s Tulip Revolu-
tion, Ukraine’s Orange Revolution,
Georgia’s Rose Revolution, and Ser-
bia’s Democratic Revolution testify to
the enduring power of the ideas re-
flected in the Helsinki Final Act and
other OSCE documents. As we ap-
proach the 30th anniversary of the
Final Act, a number of signatory
states—most notably Russia and
Belarus—seem determined to diminish
the democratic content of the OSCE
and rewrite related commitments they
accepted when they joined the OSCE. It
is imperative that the United States
hold firm to the values that have in-
spired democratic change in much of
the OSCE region, even as we redouble
our efforts to encourage all partici-
pating States to implement their free-
ly accepted commitments.

In recent years the OSCE has made
significant inroads in confronting and
combating the rise in anti-Semitism
and related violence in the OSCE re-
gion, including the United States. I
would point out that the OSCE was the
first multilateral institution to speak
out against anti-Semitism. While
many OSCE states have responded ap-
propriately, vigorously investigating
the perpetrators and pursuing criminal
prosecution, we must remain vigilant
in addressing manifestations of anti-
Semitism. The OSCE conference on
anti-Semitism and other forms of in-
tolerance to be held in June in Cordoba
will provide a timely opportunity for
countries to report on measures they
are taking to address these concerns.

The OSCE is also playing an impor-
tant role in promoting the right of in-
dividuals to freely profess and practice
their faith. A number of countries in
the OSCE region have adopted or are
considering laws on religion that would
severely restrict or otherwise regulate
this fundamental right. Similarly, the
OSCE has given priority attention to
efforts to combat trafficking in human
beings, encouraging a number of par-
ticipating States to adopt measures to
prevent trafficking, prosecute per-
petrators, and protect victims.

In her confirmation testimony, Sec-
retary of State Rice referred to the po-
tential role that multilateral institu-
tions can play in multiplying the
strength of freedom-loving nations. In-
deed, the OSCE has tremendous poten-
tial to play an even greater role in pro-
moting democracy, human rights, and
rule of law in a region of strategic im-
portance to the United States.

Over the past three decades the OSCE
has served as an important catalyst for
change. An important aspect of the
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success of the Helsinki Process has
been the strong partnership forged
with human rights advocates, includ-
ing mnon-governmental organizations.
As we look toward the work ahead, we
would do well to recall the insightful
observation of renowned physicist, hu-
manitarian, and Nobel Peace Prize lau-
reate, Andrei Sakharov, ‘“‘The whole
point of the Helsinki Accords is mutual
monitoring, not mutual evasion of dif-
ficult problems.”

———

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 144—RECOG-
NIZING TIM NELSON AND HUGH
SIMS FOR THEIR BRAVERY AND
THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS IN HELP-
ING THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATION DETAIN
ZACARIAS MOUSSAOUI

Mr. COLEMAN (for himself and Mr.
DAYTON) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. RES. 144

Whereas Tim Nelson called the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation’s (FBI) Minneapolis Of-
fice at 8:30 am on Wednesday, August 15, 2001;

Whereas Hugh Sims called the FBI’s Min-
neapolis Office at 9:30 am on Wednesday, Au-
gust 15, 2001;

Whereas their calls set into motion the
only United States criminal prosecution, so
far, stemming from the attacks on our Na-
tion on September 11, 2001;

Whereas on April 22, 2005, Zacarias
Moussaoui pled guilty to 6 counts of con-
spiracy to commit terrorism on September
11, 2001; and

Whereas according to FBI officials, the ac-
tions of these 2 courageous and greathearted
men may have saved thousands of lives and
preempted a possible attack on the White
House: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that—

(1) Tim Nelson and Hugh Sims should be
recognized for their bravery and their con-
tributions in helping the Federal Bureau of
Investigation detain Zacarias Moussaoui;

(2) the United States is grateful to Tim
Nelson and Hugh Sims for their heroism; and

(3) we, as a nation, should continue to fol-
low their example as we fight the war on ter-
ror.

—————

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU-
TION 34—URGING THE GOVERN-
MENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF AL-
BANIA TO ENSURE THAT THE
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS TO
BE HELD ON JULY 3, 2005, ARE
CONDUCTED IN ACCORDANCE
WITH INTERNATIONAL STAND-
ARDS FOR FREE AND FAIR
ELECTIONS

Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and
Mrs. CLINTON) submitted the following
concurrent resolution; which was re-
ferred to the Committee on Foreign
Relations:

S. CON. RES. 34

Whereas the United States maintains
strong and friendly relations with the Re-
public of Albania and appreciates the ongo-
ing support of the people of Albania;
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Whereas the President of Albania has
called for elections to Albania’s parliament,
known as the People’s Assembly, to be held
on July 3, 2005;

Whereas Albania is one of 55 participating
States in the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE), all of which
have adopted the 1990 Copenhagen Document
containing specific commitments relating to
the conduct of elections;

Whereas these commitments, which en-
courage transparency, balance, and impar-
tiality in an election process, have become
the standard by which observers determine
whether elections have been conducted free-
ly and fairly;

Whereas, though improvements over time
have been noted, the five multiparty par-
liamentary elections held in Albania be-
tween 1991 and 2001, as well as elections for
local offices held between and after those
years, fell short of the standards in the Co-
penhagen Document to varying degrees, ac-
cording to OSCE and other observers;

Whereas with OSCE and other inter-
national assistance, the Government of Alba-
nia has improved the country’s electoral and
legal framework and enhanced the capacity
to conduct free and fair elections;

Whereas subsequent to the calling of elec-
tions, Albania’s political parties have ac-
cepted a code of conduct regarding their
campaign activities, undertaking to act in
accordance with the law, to refrain from in-
citing violence or hatred in the election
campaign, and to be transparent in dis-
closing campaign funding; and

Whereas meeting the standards in the Co-
penhagen Document for free and fair elec-
tions is absolutely essential to Albania’s de-
sired integration into European and Euro-
Atlantic institutions, including full member-
ship in the North Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion (NATO), as well as to Albania’s progress
in addressing official corruption and combat-
ting organized crime: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) welcomes the opportunity for the Re-
public of Albania to demonstrate its willing-
ness and preparedness to take the next steps
in European and Euro-Atlantic integration
by holding parliamentary elections on July
3, 2005, that meet the Organization for Secu-
rity and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE)
standards for free and fair elections as de-
fined in the 1990 Copenhagen Document;

(2) firmly believes that the citizens of Al-
bania, like all people, should be able to
choose their own representatives in par-
liament and government in free and fair
elections, and to hold these representatives
accountable through elections at reasonable
intervals;

(3) supports commitments by Albanian po-
litical parties to adhere to a basic code of
conduct for campaigning and urges such par-
ties and all election officials in Albania to
adhere to laws relating to the elections, and
to conduct their activities in an impartial
and transparent manner, by allowing inter-
national and domestic observers to have un-
obstructed access to all aspects of the elec-
tion process, including public campaign
events, candidates, news media, voting, and
post-election tabulation of results and proc-
essing of election challenges and complaints;

(4) supports assistance by the United
States to help the people of Albania estab-
lish a fully free and open democratic system,
a prosperous free market economy, and the
rightful place of Albania in European and
Euro-Atlantic institutions, including the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO);
and

(5) encourages the President to commu-
nicate to the Government of Albania, to all
political parties and candidates in Albania,
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