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Einstein of Golden Beach was named one of
the top honorees in Florida by the 2005 Pru-
dential Spirit of Community Awards program,
an annual honor conferred on the most im-
pressive student volunteers in each state, the
District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.

Jaclyn, a junior at University School, is
being recognized for raising more than $6,000
for organ transplants in a fund-raising
walkathon, as part of an ongoing, multi-year
effort on her part to promote organ donation.
Not only did Jaclyn raise money for organ do-
nation programs, but she also organized an
assembly at her high school to recruit other
students to walk with her. Combined, the stu-
dents raised $6,200 for the University of Miami
Transplant Foundation, winning a cruise that
she then donated to an 18-year-old heart
transplant recipient.

When asked what she hoped her efforts
would accomplish, Jaclyn said, “It is my hope,
ultimately, that numerous individuals in need
will benefit trom receiving an organ transplant
through my efforts.”

In light of numerous statistics that indicate
Americans today are less involved in their
communities than they once were, it's vital
that we encourage and support the kind of
selfless contribution this young citizen has
made. People of all ages need to think more
about how we, as individual citizens, can work
together at the local level to ensure the health
and vitality of our towns and neighborhoods.
Young volunteers like Ms. Einstein are inspir-
ing examples to all of us, and are among our
brightest hopes for a better tomorrow.

The program that brought this young role
model to our attention—The Prudential Spirit
of Community Awards—was created in 1995
by Prudential Financial in partnership with the
National Association of Secondary School
Principals. The program seeks to impress
upon youth volunteers that their contributions
are critically important and highly valued, and
to inspire other young people to follow their
example. Over the past eight years, the pro-
gram has become the nation’s largest youth
recognition effort based solely on community
service, with more than 170,000 youngsters
participating since its inception.

| heartily applaud Ms. Einstein for her initia-
tive in seeking to make her community a bet-
ter place to live, and for the positive impact
she has had on the lives of others. She has
demonstrated a level of commitment and ac-
complishment that is truly noteworthy in to-
day’s world, and deserves our sincere admira-
tion and respect. Her actions show that young
Americans can—and do—play important roles
in our communities, and that America’s com-
munity spirit continues to hold tremendous
promise for the future.

———

HONORING REVEREND W. HENRY
MAXWELL, SR.

HON. ROBERT C. SCOTT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 17, 2005

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Reverend W. Henry Maxwell,
Sr., who is retiring from his role as Pastor of
vy Baptist Church in Newport News, Virginia.

Reverend Maxwell served as pastor at Ivy
Baptist for 37 years. In this position, he has
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been an extraordinary shepherd over a vibrant
and growing flock. | have attended Sunday
services at lvy Baptist and seen his hand at
work in his church and community. During his
tenure, the Church established a Day Care
ministry that has been a vital and thriving
community resource for over thirty years.
Under his leadership, the church outgrew its
original building, and Reverend Maxwell
oversaw the purchase of and transition to a
new location. And seven years ago, not to rest
on previous accomplishments, Reverend Max-
well spurred the construction of an additional
wing to the current Church location, that the
congregation saw fit to name the W. Henry
Maxwell Family Life Center. Even though he
officially retired December 31, 2004, Reverend
Maxwell has graciously served as interim pas-
tor while the church searched for his suc-
cessor.

Through his counsel and mentorship, the Ivy
Baptist family has produced successful
businesspeople, local, state, and federal gov-
ernment workers, and 14 licensed ministers.
Reverend Maxwell has worked tirelessly to im-
prove the lives of his parishioners and the
lives of all citizens in the church’s Southeast
Newport News community. His steadfast com-
mitment to principle is well documented
through his service on numerous associations,
including a term as President of the Newport
News Branch of the National Association for
the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

His dedication to civic improvement is best
illustrated through his work as a public serv-
ant. Reverend Maxwell represented citizens
from the cities of Newport News and Hampton
as both a member of the Virginia House of
Delegates and the Virginia State Senate in a
twenty-year political career. Reverend Maxwell
spent much of his time and effort in the Vir-
ginia General Assembly addressing the var-
ious disparities faced by many of his constitu-
ents—the culmination of this effort being his
work as an early proponent of diversity in the
state judiciary. In his role as State Senator,
Reverend Maxwell strove to make sure that
the judiciary was comprised of judges more
representative of the communities they served,
and he has ensured that all Virginians who
walk into a court feel that they have a fair
chance of equal protection under the law.

| had the honor and privilege of serving with
Reverend Maxwell in the Virginia General As-
sembly for nine years, and | have worked with
him outside of the Assembly on many issues.
Reverend Maxwell, as a humble servant of
God, would balk at the accolades | have be-
stowed upon him, but | would be remiss if |
did not say | consider him an ally, mentor, and
friend.

On the occasion of his retirement, it gives
me great pleasure to recognize and commend
Reverend W. Henry Maxwell, Sr. for his serv-
ice and dedication to the parishioners of Ivy
Baptist Church and to the people of Newport
News and Hampton, Virginia.

THE FILIBUSTER MUST BE SAVED
HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 17, 2005

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise this evening to pay homage to heroes of
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equality, justice, and tenacity in spirit. On May
17, 1954, the highest court in the country an-
nounced its decision that “separate edu-
cational facilities are inherently unequal.” This
opinion served to deny the legal basis for seg-
regation in Kansas and 20 other States with
segregated classrooms and effectively change
the dynamics of race relations for the country.

While the dynamics were dramatically
changed with that jurisprudence, the unequal
treatment was not completely eradicated.
Even today, we see the vestiges of bigotry
and Jim Crow. For example, let me cite the re-
cent status of the Senate 60-vote filibuster for
judicial nominations and the disingenuous ref-
erence by certain members to the historic civil
rights struggles of the 1950’s and 1960’s.

The filibuster, no matter how negatively it
has been used in the past, remains a vital tool
with which we as legislators protect the rights
of the minority party. We will not forget the
longest filibuster in Senate history in 1957 by
Senator Strom Thurmond to thwart civil rights
legislation from passage.

Senator Jesse Helms used the filibuster for
years to block many highly-qualified nominees
from North Carolina, including a woman and
three African-Americans. Not one of these
nominees received a vote from the Senate.
Consequently, the seat remained open for
over 6 years—until such time as Senator
Helms could hand-pick someone to fill it. A re-
cent national survey found that nearly 70 per-
cent of Americans oppose eliminating fili-
buster, including many of those who even sup-
port the judges who are in question now.

The effectiveness of this tool must be pre-
served because it is the hallmark of the demo-
cratic process. Straight up-or-down votes on
issues that affect the lives of vulnerable Amer-
icans will allow harsh and insensitive legisla-
tion to be forced onto these people at the
whim of the majority party. In essence, allow-
ing the filibuster to die on this matter will close
the doors to many needy Americans for relief
by way of legislation or the court system.

Overly restrictive legislation that has re-
cently passed in the House such as the Bank-
ruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Pro-
tection Act of 2005, S. 256; the Class Action
Fairness Act; Marriage Protection Act; the
Pledge Protection Act; and others that pro-
pose to block access to the courts and to re-
lief. At some level, it seems that some Amer-
ican people will experience a time when they
will not have access to the federal courts and
would be subject to adverse judicial scrutiny if
they had that access. Eventually, this trend
would lead to a less nationalistic America
where residency in certain States will equate
to legalization of disparate treatment.

Mr. Speaker, | submit that the filibuster must
be saved in order to save the federal system
and the notion of democracy. The fall of de-
mocracy will give rise to a government that
can be represented as “the tyranny of the ma-
jority.”

————

WE NEED TO ADDRESS THE
QUESTIONS LOOMING IN IRAQ

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, May 17, 2005

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
bring to the attention of the American people
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an editorial that raises the important questions
regarding our uncertain course of action in
Irag. In particular, the author, New York Times
columnist Paul Krugman, addresses the di-
lemma that looms in the not-so-distant hori-
zon—do we increase the military effort or do
we end it? He also brings to light the “Down-
ing Street Memo,” which indicates a pre-war
orchestration by the President and Prime Min-
ister Blair to the point of cooking intelligence
to meet the President's needs. Mr. Speaker,
87 of my colleagues and | sent the President
a letter last week asking him to respond to
these serious charges. We await his response.
STAYING WHAT COURSE?
(By Paul Krugman)

Is there any point, now that November’s
election is behind us, in revisiting the his-
tory of the Iraq war? Yes: any path out of
the quagmire will be blocked by people who
call their opponents weak on national secu-
rity, and portray themselves as tough guys
who will keep America safe. So it’s impor-
tant to understand how the tough guys made
America weak.

There has been notably little U.S. coverage
of the ‘“Downing Street memo’’—actually
the minutes of a British prime minister’s
meeting on July 23, 2002, during which offi-
cials reported on talks with the Bush admin-
istration about Iraq. But the memo, which
was leaked to The Times of London during
the British election campaign, confirms
what apologists for the war have always de-
nied: the Bush administration cooked up a
case for a war it wanted.

Here’s a sample: ‘“‘Military action was now
seen as inevitable. Bush wanted to remove
Saddam, through military action, justified
by the conjunction of terrorism and W.M.D.
But the intelligence and facts were being
fixed around the policy.”

(You can read the whole
www.downingstreetmemo.com.)

Why did the administration want to invade
Irag, when, as the memo noted, “the case
was thin” and Saddam’s “W.M.D. capability
was less than that of Libya, North Korea, or
Iran”? Iraq was perceived as a soft target; a
quick victory there, its domestic political ad-
vantages aside, could serve as a demonstra-
tion of American military might, one that would
shock and awe the world.

But the Iraq war has, instead, demonstrated
the limits of American power, and emboldened
our potential enemies. Why should Kim Jong
Il fear us, when we can’t even secure the road
from Baghdad to the airport?

At this point, the echoes of Vietham are un-
mistakable. Reports from the recent offensive
near the Syrian border sound just like those
from a 1960’s search-and-destroy mission,
body count and all. Stories filed by reporters
actually with the troops suggest that the insur-
gents, forewarned, mostly melted away, ac-
cepting battle only where and when they
chose.

thing at
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Meanwhile, America’s strategic position is
steadily deteriorating.

Next year, reports Jane’s Defense Industry,
the United States will spend as much on de-
fense as the rest of the world combined. Yet
the Pentagon now admits that our military is
having severe trouble attracting recruits, and
would have difficulty dealing with potential
foes—those that, unlike Saddam’s Irag, might
pose a real threat.

In other words, the people who got us into
Iraq have done exactly what they falsely ac-
cused Bill Clinton of doing: they have stripped
America of its capacity to respond to real
threats.

So what'’s the plan?

The people who sold us this war continue to
insist that success is just around the corner,
and that things would be fine if the media
would just stop reporting bad news. But the
administration has declared victory in Iraq at
least four times. January’s election, it seems,
was yet another turning point that wasn't.

Yet it's very hard to discuss getting out.
Even most of those who vehemently opposed
the war say that we have to stay on in Iraq
now that we’re there.

In effect, America has been taken hostage.
Nobody wants to take responsibility for the ter-
rible scenes that will surely unfold if we leave
(even though terrible scenes are unfolding
while we’re there). Nobody wants to tell the
grieving parents of American soldiers that their
children died in vain. And nobody wants to be
accused, by an administration always ready to
impugn other people’s patriotism, of stabbing
the troops in the back.

But the American military isn’'t just bogged
down in Iraq; it's deteriorating under the strain.
We may already be in real danger: what
threats, exactly, can we make against the
North Koreans? That John Bolton will yell at
them? And every year that the war goes on,
our military gets weaker.

So we need to get beyond the clichés—
please, no more “pottery barn principles” or
“staying the course.” I'm not advocating an
immediate pullout, but we have to tell the Iraqi
government that our stay is time-limited, and
that it has to find a way to take care of itself.
The point is that something has to give. We
either need a much bigger army—which
means a draft—or we need to find a way out
of Iraq.

———

CONGRATULATIONS TO SARAH
MOELLER

HON. DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, May 17, 2005

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Mr. Speaker,
| would like to congratulate and honor a young
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Florida student from my district who has
achieved national recognition for exemplary
volunteer service in her community. Sarah
Moeller of Davie was named one of the top
honorees in Florida by the 2005 Prudential
Spirit of Community Awards program, an an-
nual honor conferred on the most impressive
student volunteers in each state, the District of
Columbia and Puerto Rico.

Sarah, an eighth-grader at St. Mark Catholic
School, is being recognized for organizing a
clothing drive to collect suits and nice dresses
for struggling Haitian immigrants to wear on
job interviews and for special occasions.
Sarah was inspired when she heard the pastor
of St. Joseph’s Haitian Mission speak at her
school. Her clothing drive, “PASS Along Your
Sunday Best” collected 130 complete outfits,
which Sarah would sort, wash, mend, press
and hang on hangers for distribution to Haitian
immigrants.

When asked what she hoped her efforts
would accomplish, Sarah said, “I felt that in a
small way | was bringing hope and happiness
to people in need.”

In light of numerous statistics that indicate
Americans today are less involved in their
communities than they once were, it's vital
that we encourage and support the kind of
selfless contribution this young citizen made.
People of all ages need to think more about
how we, as individual citizens, can work to-
gether at the local level to ensure the health
and vitality of our towns and neighborhoods.
Young volunteers like Ms. Moeller are inspir-
ing examples to all of us, and are among our
brightest hopes for a better tomorrow.

The program that brought this young role
model to our attention—The Prudential Spirit
of Community Awards—was created in 1995
by Prudential Financial in partnership with the
National Association of Secondary School
Principals. The program seeks to impress
upon youth volunteers that their contributions
are critically important and highly valued, and
to inspire other young people to follow their
example. Over the past eight years, the pro-
gram has become the nation’s largest youth
recognition effort based solely on community
service, with more than 170,000 youngsters
participating since its inception.

| heartily applaud Ms. Moeller for her initia-
tive in seeking to make her community a bet-
ter place to live, and for the positive impact
she has had on the lives of others. She has
demonstrated a level of commitment and ac-
complishment that is truly noteworthy in to-
day’s world, and deserves our sincere admira-
tion and respect. Her actions show that young
Americans can—and do—play important roles
in our communities, and that America’s com-
munity spirit continues to hold tremendous
promise for the future.
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