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We will consider several measures
under suspension of the rules. A final
list of those bills will be sent to the
Members’ offices by the end of the
week. Any votes called on these meas-
ures will be rolled until 6:30 p.m.

On Tuesday and the balance of the
week, the House will convene at 10 a.m.
for legislative business. We may con-
sider additional legislation under sus-
pension of the rules, as well as several
bills under a rule: The Department of
Homeland Security Appropriations Act
for Fiscal Year 2006; the Department of
the Interior Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 2006; and H.R. 1817, the
Homeland Security Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2006.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back to the dis-
tinguished Minority Whip.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Majority Leader for that informa-
tion. With respect, Mr. Leader, to the
Homeland Security Authorization bill,
can you presently tell us which day of
the week will that be considered?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY).

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, 1 appre-
ciate the gentleman yielding. While
things could certainly change as we
work through what will be a very busy
week, we will likely have the two ap-
propriations bills sort of bookending
the week, with the Homeland Security
authorization bill coming in the middle
of those two bookends. So I would ex-
pect that the Homeland Security Ap-
propriations bill would start as early
as Tuesday morning. Then we would go
to the Homeland Security authoriza-
tion bill, and when it is finished, we
would go to the Department of the In-
terior appropriations bill.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Majority Leader. Does the gen-
tleman know at this point in time
what type of rule, I notice that the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. SESSIONS)
is on the floor, what type of rule the
Homeland Security authorization bill
might be considered under?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY).

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, 1 appre-
ciate the gentleman from Maryland
(Mr. HOYER) yielding. I have not been
advised as to what kind of rule. I think
the gentleman that is sitting here is
about to make an announcement in
that regard. I would assume that it
would be handled like most major bills.

As the gentleman knows, the Home-
land Security authorization bill is the
first Homeland Security authorization
bill that this House has considered, and
so there is a lot of room for negotia-
tion.

Mr. HOYER. Reclaiming my time,
Mr. Leader, I appreciate that observa-
tion. I agree with the gentleman from
Texas. In light of the fact it is the first
time that we will have considered an
authorization bill from this committee
and for this department since its for-
mation as a separate piece of legisla-
tion, it would, hopefully, be one that
would be open to perfection and amend-
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ment, if possible. So we will hear from
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SES-
SIONS) shortly on that.

Prior to Memorial Day, can you tell
us, Mr. Leader, what appropriation
bills you anticipate coming to the floor
prior to that Memorial Day break?

We are going to have, obviously,
Homeland Security and Interior next
week. Do you know which bills you
might be considering?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. DELAY).

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate the gentleman yielding.

As the gentleman knows, serving on
committee, the committee has a very
ambitious schedule, and it hopes to
complete all 11 bills coming out of its
committee by the Fourth of July re-
cess, meaning all 11 bills out of the
House by the Fourth of July recess. So,
in addition to managing the two bills
on the floor next week, the committee
intends to mark up both the Military
Quality of Life and the Energy and
Water bills. So we would anticipate, if
things go well, those two bills being on
the floor the following week.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Leader.

Reclaiming my time. Lastly, Mr.
Leader, there has been some discussion
about having bipartisan support for the
legislation, some of the legislation
that is going through this body. We
have had bipartisan support for some of
those pieces of legislation.

There is a bipartisan bill, the Castle-
DeGette bill, on stem cell research. 1
know it is a controversial piece of leg-
islation, but it does have bipartisan
support and broad support I might say.

Can the Leader tell us when the gen-
tleman might contemplate that bill
coming to the floor?

Mr. Speaker, I yield to my friend, the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY).

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman for yielding.

There is a good chance that the
House will consider changes in the
President’s research policies between
now and the August recess. The form
and timing of this debate has yet to be
determined. There is still a lot of dis-
cussion going on.

I could inform the gentleman that
probably the timing for the floor, the
best I could tell you is that timing for
the floor would be sooner than later.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I appre-
ciate not necessarily the specifics, but
at least the assertion that it will be
sooner. We believe this is a very impor-
tant piece of legislation. It is. Obvi-
ously, strong views are held on this
issue on both sides of the issue. But it
is important to an overwhelming ma-
jority of Americans, one way or the
other, and I would certainly hope, I
know both the gentleman from Dela-
ware (Mr. CASTLE) on your side of the
aisle, the gentlewoman from Colorado
(Ms. DEGETTE) on our side of the aisle,
have both been working very hard on
this piece of legislation. We would look
forward to it coming to the floor as
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soon as practical, given the discussions
that are ongoing. And I appreciate the
Leader’s observations. I thank the
leader for his information.

———

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, MAY
16, 2006

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at
12:30 p.m. on Monday next for morning
hour debate.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

——
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY NEXT

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the business in
order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday
next.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

HOUR OF MEETING ON THURSDAY,
MAY 19, 2005

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs on Wednesday, May 18, 2005, it
adjourn to meet at 9 a.m. on Thursday,
May 19, for the purpose of receiving in
this Chamber former Members of Con-
gress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

————

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO
DECLARE A RECESS ON THURS-
DAY, MAY 19, 2005, FOR THE PUR-
POSE OF RECEIVING FORMER
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that it may be in order
on Thursday, May 19, for the Speaker
to declare a recess subject to the call of
the chair for the purpose of receiving
in this Chamber former Members of
Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY COMMITTEE
ON RULES REGARDING AMEND-
MENTS TO H.R. 1817, DEPART-
MENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY
AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2006

(Mr. SESSIONS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, the
Rules Committee may meet next week
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to grant a rule which would limit the
amendment process for floor consider-
ation of H.R. 1817, the Department of
Homeland Security Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2006. The bill was re-
ported by the Committee on Homeland
Security on May 3, 2005, and it received
sequential referrals to the committees
on Energy and Commerce, Government
Reform, Judiciary, Science, Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, Ways and
Means and Intelligence.

Members should draft their amend-
ments to the text of an amendment in
the nature of a substitute that is in-
tended to reflect the work of all the
committees of jurisdiction. This
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute will be posted on the Web sites
of the Rules and Homeland Security
Committees on Friday, May 13, 2005.

Any Member wishing to offer an
amendment should submit 55 copies of
the amendment and one copy of a brief
explanation of the amendment to the
Committee on Rules in Room H-312 in
the Capitol by 10 a.m. on Tuesday, May
17, 2005.

Members should use the Office of
Legislative Counsel to ensure that
their amendments are drafted in the
most appropriate format and should
check with the Office of the Parliamen-
tarian to be certain their amendments
comply with the Rules of the House.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
BOARD OF VISITORS TO THE
UNITED STATES NAVAL ACAD-
EMY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C 6968(a), and the order of
the House of January 4, 2005, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Members of the House
to the Board of Visitors to the United
States Naval Academy:

Mr. CUNNINGHAM of California;

Mr. WICKER of Mississippi.

———

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE
HARRY S TRUMAN SCHOLARSHIP
FOUNDATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 20 U.S.C. 2004(b), and the order of
the House of January 4, 2005, the Chair
announces the Speaker’s appointment
of the following Members of the House
to the Board of Trustees of the Harry S
Truman Scholarship Foundation:

Mr. AKIN of Missouri;

Mr. SKELTON of Missouri.

————
HONORING KELSEY RYAN

(Mr. KELLER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KELLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Kelsey Ryan, a 9-year
old little girl from Celebration, Flor-
ida, my home district. Kelsey is a true
hero to her community and her coun-
try. We are honored that she is here
with us today.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Kelsey possesses a life-threatening
allergy to peanuts. She is not alone; 4
percent of our population has some
form of life threatening allergy, either
to peanuts, shellfish, insects or other
items.

Kelsey decided to do something about
it and took action. She traveled to Tal-
lahassee, Florida, where she testified
before six separate committees of the
Florida legislature. She explained that
by allowing her and other school chil-
dren to use this Epipen it would help
save the lives of 100,000 different school
children in Florida who also suffer
from life-threatening allergies.

She was so effective that the Florida
House and Florida Senate unanimously
passed the Kelsey Ryan Act, and it will
be signed into law by the Governor of
Florida, Jeb Bush, in a matter of days.

On behalf of the United States Con-
gress, I was pleased today to present
Ms. Kelsey Ryan with a Certificate of
Special Congressional Recognition, an
award we humbly give to true Amer-
ican heroes.

Mr. Speaker, we are proud of Kelsey
in Florida. And today we honor the
achievements of an amazing 9-year-old
lady who has selflessly helped save the
lives of up to 100,000 different school
children in my home State of Florida.
We are proud of her in Congress. We are
proud of her in Florida. We are proud of
her back in Celebration.

———————

ABUSE OF CONGRESSIONAL
POWER

(Ms. WOOLSEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, it bog-
gles my mind that Republicans con-
tinue to criticize Democrats for block-
ing judicial nominations. Their facts
are deceiving. Their facts are inac-
curate, and their actions to force
through extremist judges are just one
example of their abuse of power in the
Congressional Chamber.
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The fact is that 208 judges have been
confirmed and 10 have been turned
down because of extremist positions.
That represents a 95 percent approval
rating. These same Members, by the
way, blocked 65 of President Bill Clin-
ton’s nominees. These same Senators
would like you to believe that the only
way to get the judicial process moving
is to eliminate the 200-year-old fili-
buster rule that grants Senators the
ability to speak their minds if they feel
an action is not right for the country.

The Republican greed for power is
eroding our political system. They
should remember that a democracy is
not a one-sided body of government. It
is time for my Republican colleagues
to respect that basic notion and end
their abuse and their bullying in the
Congress.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
JINDAL). Under the Speaker’s an-
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nounced policy of January 4, 2005, and
under a previous order of the House,
the following Members will be recog-
nized for 5 minutes each.

———

SMART SECURITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, the ink
has hardly dried on the latest supple-
mental spending bill for military oper-
ations in Iraq, but that has not stopped
top officials in the Pentagon from
starting preparations for the next sup-
plemental bill.

It was reported yesterday that the
Pentagon has begun laying the ground-
work for the next supplemental re-
quests which may come as early as this
August. The Pentagon will likely re-
quest more than $25 billion more, but
some in Congress have indicated that
they will ask for as much as $50 billion
more.

The Pentagon which receives over
$400 billion annually from the United
States Treasury acts like 25 or 50 bil-
lion is a mere drop in the bucket. Like-
wise, when supplemental requests are
doled out in these smaller, ha-ha small-
er, $60 billion increments, many Mem-
bers of Congress and much of the Na-
tion have absolutely no concept of the
true cost of the war in Iraq, which at
the moment adds up to over $200 bil-
lion. But when you think about the fi-
nancial strain being felt at home like
the fact that we are not fully funding
the No Child Left Behind Act or that
we are not paying for adequate health
care for our returning veterans, it does
not take long to realize that $50 billion
more for Iraq takes a toll on the Amer-
ican people here at home.

Mr. Speaker, why are we funding a
war, especially one that was entered
into on false pretenses, through re-
peated supplemental spending bills?
This method of funding underscores
both a fundamental lack of planning
for the war in Iraq, as well as a hostile
contempt for the financial strain on
the citizens of the United States.

If the President and his administra-
tion had a strategy to peacefully re-
solve this war in Iraq, they would sub-
mit to Congress a plan, a plan detailing
the further U.S. military operations
there. This plan would indicate how
long they expect troops to remain in
Iraq and at what levels and in what ca-
pacity, how much the war will cost,
and exactly how they plan to finance
this burdensome cost. This plan would
define when and how we are planning
to bring our troops home.

Anything less than a comprehensive
strategy is a slap in the face to all the
hard-working American people in this
country whose tax dollars are financ-
ing this misguided mission. Sadly, I
think the real reason the administra-
tion has failed to provide such a strat-
egy is because they apparently have no
plan to end the war in Iraq. Americans
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