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where the yuan is the euro or the mon-
etary means. They are trying to com-
bine the people in Southeast Asia,
which could make an economy of about
3 billion people. The European Union is
now absorbing new European countries,
plus they have a natural bond to the Is-
lamic world based on their current im-
migration trends, and they could easily
develop an economy of 1 billion people.

So if you look downstream, the very
likely position for our economy could
be third place, unless, unless, we
change the environment here in Amer-
ica.

Last year we had a trade deficit of
$671 billion and a Federal deficit. If we
are going to bring jobs back to Amer-
ica, we have to change the environ-
ment by making our country more
competitive.

——
SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUHL of New York). Under the Speak-
er’s announced policy of January 4,
2005, and under a previous order of the
House, the following Members will be
recognized for 5 minutes each.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. GUTKNECHT addressed the
House. His remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.)

———

SEEKING JUSTICE FOR VICTIMS
OF SYRIAN OPPRESSION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOS-
LEHTINEN) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
today I wish to call the attention of
the Members to the important cause of
defending the human rights of the Syr-
ian people and holding the Syrian re-
gime accountable for the most deplor-
able actions against its citizens.

Syria is an oppressor state in every
sense. It brutally stifles its political
dissidents and minority groups. It de-
nies its ordinary citizens freedom of re-
ligion, of conscience and belief. It
seeks to silence its people by pre-
venting them from exercising their
right of free speech. It discriminates
against women, condoning violence and
sexual assault against them.

The police continue to detain people
arbitrarily, placing them in prisons
and torturing them, using methods
that seem to herald back to the return
of the Middle Ages, stretching pris-
oners on racks or fracturing their
spines on wheels.

Since 1963, Syria has ruled under
emergency law, using the hollow ex-
cuse of Israel being a threat, and using
that to suppress freedom, diversity of
opinion, and equality between religions
and between sexes.

About 600 Lebanese detainees have
been languishing in Syrian jails since
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1989. Those who have managed to es-
cape bring harrowing stories with them
that they have told to the inter-
national human rights community.
They must be released immediately.

In an event that defies comprehen-
sion, in 1982, Rifaat al-Assad, the
brother of then dictator Hafez al-
Assad, turned his Soviet-made guns
against the Syrian city of Hama. When
the dust settled approximately a week
later, the death toll of innocent civil-
ians had reached 30,000 people.

The perpetrators of this massacre, in-
cluding Rifaat al-Assad, who resides in
Marbella, Spain, have received no pun-
ishment and live amid absolute luxury.
Their comfortable lifestyle is an af-
front to the Syrian people and to all of
humanity.

Another of the perpetrators to be
held accountable is Ghazi Kanaan. He
headed the military intelligence unit
responsible for clearing the way for the
massacre at Hama. He also later be-
came the Syrian top intelligence man
in Lebanon and reportedly built all of
the intelligence units responsible for
killing Lebanese Christians and impris-
oning many other innocent Lebanese.

Bahjat Suleiman is the head of Unit
251 in the General Directorate of the
Intelligence Services. Some of the
crimes against the Syrian people were
detailed in H. Con. Res. 18. This resolu-
tion, which I authored, was overwhelm-
ingly adopted by my colleagues in the
House, clearly illustrating our body’s
commitment to holding the Syrian dic-
tatorship accountable for the system-
atic attacks against the Syrian popu-
lation.

Inaction on our part is not an option.
The cost of failing to address this grim
reality sooner can be measured by the
rising number of Syrian and Lebanese
men and women that the Syrian Gov-
ernment has killed or tortured.

Today, the Syrian people, the dis-
sidents and the peaceful opposition
leaders, are poised to act. They are de-
manding that the Syrian Government
release all prisoners of conscience and
that it allow for the winds of reform to
sweep through its corrupt system. U.S.
policy must support the Syrian people,
its dissidents, human rights activists,
and pro-democracy advocates so that
they, too, could free themselves from
the shackles of tyrannical rule.

In that vein, I recently introduced
the Lebanon and Syria Liberation Act
that contains provisions calling for the
establishment of a program of assist-
ance to pro-democracy advocates and
opposition groups in Syria and Leb-
anon. It also establishes a program to
develop independent broadcasts into
Syria and Lebanon to help promote
freedom and democracy in both coun-
tries.

The act sends a message to the Syr-
ian Government that the United States
will not stand for its unacceptable be-
havior in violation of all moral and
legal standards. This legislation, with
its concrete measures to punish the
Syrian regime, clearly demonstrates to
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the Syrian people that America stands
with them in their efforts to free them-
selves from the shackles of tyranny
and to help them build an open society
based on democratic values and prin-
ciples.

We must honor the brave men and
women of Syria by acting to defend
their right to live as free men and
women. We must begin by ensuring
that the Syrian regime and its leaders
are made to pay for their crimes
against the Syrian people. We must
support efforts to seek justice for the
victims of Syrian oppression.

——————

HONORING THE LIFE OF CON-
GRESSMAN PETER RODINO, JR.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PASCRELL) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, on
Saturday, May 7, I lost a friend, a con-
stituent, and an inspiration. Many of
you in this Chamber knew and worked
with Peter Rodino, a former Congress-
man from Newark, New Jersey. For
those who did not know him, you un-
doubtedly recall his service or have
read about his life and illustrious ca-
reer in public service.

Congressman Rodino is most well-
known for the role he played in the im-
peachment hearings of President Rich-
ard Nixon. He demonstrated a dignified
image of Congress at a time when cyni-
cism characterized the public’s view of
our government. He upheld the integ-
rity of this institution. He was himself
a person of character.

Despite the important role that he
played in the glamorous hearings, Con-
gressman Rodino’s real legacy is in the
work that he did to further civil rights
for all Americans. As the son of an
Italian immigrant who grew up on the
ethnically diverse streets of Newark,
Congressman Rodino understood the
importance of building bridges to unite
ethnic communities.

He was determined to see women and
Americans of all races and religions re-
ceive equal civil rights. In his role on
the House Committee on the Judiciary,
Congressman Rodino was instrumental
in managing the Civil Rights Act of
1964 on the House floor, where it passed
and was eventually signed into law by
President Lyndon Johnson.

Congressman Rodino authored the
Fair Employment Practices Amend-
ment within the historic civil rights
bill. He strived to advance the rights of
women, immigrants, and disenfran-
chised ethnicities. He never forgot his
own roots.

In 1971, Congressman Rodino passed
legislation making Columbus Day a na-
tional holiday, providing millions of
Italian Americans with a day to cele-
brate our proud heritage.

To establish an Italian American
presence in Washington, Congressman
Rodino worked to found the National
Italian American Foundation, NIAF,
and the Italian American Congres-
sional Delegation. It is my honor to
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now cochair this delegation with the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. MICA).

As an Italian American who also
grew up in an ethnically diverse New
Jersey city, I have admired Congress-
man Rodino’s record as one who united
people he represented. His career as a
bridge builder has inspired a model on
which I have based my actions as a rep-
resentative of an ethnically diverse
constituency.

This is the second time in 3 years,
Mr. Speaker, that I have stood before
the House of Representatives to ex-
press my condolences for the passing of
a civil rights leader. In 2003, the Eighth
Congressional District was unfortunate
to lose the legendary Larry Doby.

I am honored to have represented
these men who have molded the social
milieu that America enjoys today. It is
my hope that the passing of Congress-
man Peter Rodino will remind us of the
legacy that he left behind and inspire
us to apply his legacy to the legislation
that we craft in this Chamber.

Mr. Speaker, next Monday we will
have a mass and burial. Our condo-
lences go to his family. He was a great,
great American.

———

SECURING AMERICA’S BORDERS
AND COMBATING ILLEGAL IMMI-
GRATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to encourage my colleagues in this
Congress to continue fighting illegal
immigration in our great country.

My Republican colleagues were
joined by 42 sensible Democrats to
make great strides towards securing
our borders by enacting the rec-
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission
with the passage of the REAL ID Act.
As a freshman Member of this House, I
am honored to have played a role in
that process.

However, Mr. Speaker, more still can
and must be done to secure our borders
and combat illegal immigration. The
terrorist attacks on our homeland
highlighted the potentially disastrous
effects of porous borders and the need
to bolster border security.

The problem of illegal immigration
also has additional far-reaching, dan-
gerous effects. Ultimately, it punishes
all who follow the laws and processes of
the United States.

Immigration affects virtually every
aspect of life in America. I am happy to
have supported the amendments of
both the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
GOODLATTE) and the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. NORWOOD) to H.R. 1279
that just passed here today.
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The Goodlatte amendment adds 5
years to any sentence for violent crime
for drug trafficking when the offender
is an illegal alien and adds 15 years to
a sentence if the alien has previously
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been deported for a criminal offense
and subsequently committed a crime of
violence or drug trafficking. The
amendment also requires the Homeland
Security Department to give the Na-
tional Crime Information Center the
names of all individuals subject to de-
portation orders or who have signed
voluntary deportation papers.

The Norwood amendment requires
the Justice and Homeland Security De-
partments to conduct a joint study and
to report to Congress within 1 year on
the connection between illegal aliens
and gang membership.

I was torn on voting for H.R. 1279 be-
cause of my concern for States’ rights,
but I was swayed in the end to vote for
it because of the number of illegal
aliens involved in gangs. With more
than a million legal and illegal immi-
grants settling in the United States
each year, a level higher than at any
other time in our Nation’s history, im-
migration has an impact on education,
health care, Social Security, taxes, em-
ployment, the environment, crime and
countless other areas of American life.

I sympathize with those who des-
perately wish to live the American
dream here on American soil. I under-
stand their desire for liberty, free mar-
kets and guaranteed rights. The de-
mand for access to America is a re-
sounding testament to the greatness of
our Nation. However, immigration laws
exist to provide the necessary steps for
safe and legal entry into this country.
We have an immigration process in
place that simply must be followed.

Illegal immigration must be stopped,
but we cannot and should not close our
doors to those who wish to enter the
country legally. We must increase our
efforts at achieving closed borders with
open guarded doors.

———

SMART SECURITY AND IRAQ
PRISONER ABUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
KUHL of New York). Under a previous
order of the House, the gentlewoman
from California (Ms. WOOLSEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, last
week, the trial of low-level military of-
ficers involved in the Abu Ghraib pris-
on scandal in Iraq reached a climactic
turning point. Colonel James Pohl, the
military judge trying PFC Private
First Class Lyndie England declared a
mistrial in the case. Now this case will
have to be tried again from the very
beginning.

England’s case was thrown out after
Private Charles Graner claimed that
the photos of abuse at Abu Ghraib Pris-
on were taken for training purposes.
This claim contradicts England’s
guilty plea in which she accepted re-
sponsibility for her actions and admit-
ted that she had acted outside the
scope of military orders.

There is no shortage of evidence that
England is guilty of having partici-
pated in the abuse of Iraqi prisoners
which included subjecting the prisoners
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to forced nudity, savage beatings, elec-
tric shock and harassment by dogs.
Some prisoners, as a matter of fact,
died as a result of the abuse. Nor is
there a question that the abuse of pris-
oners violates our American ethical
and moral code. Red, the color of blood,
is the color that resulted from the
beating in Abu Ghraib Prison last year.
But now yellow is the color of the high-
ranking military and administration
officials who are cowering behind jun-
ior soldiers, hoping to duck responsi-
bility for setting up a culture sup-
porting the use of torture in American-
run prisons in Iraaq.

The question is, who is responsible
for the abuses at Abu Ghraib Prison?
Charles Graner’s testimony suggests
that the prison abuse scandal extends
much higher than we have previously
been told. Yet, only low-ranking sol-
diers have been held accountable for
these abuses. Why have prosecutors in-
vestigated from the bottom-up instead
of going straight to the source to find
out who condoned these abuses? Why is
there such a denial of culpability at
the highest levels of the government?

Mr. Speaker, we must get to the bot-
tom of this scandal because not only
were the events at Abu Ghraib brutally
inhuman and contrary to the demo-
cratic ideals of our open government,
they also have endangered the Amer-
ican people. At a time when the United
States is courting the support of the
Arab world, the last thing we need to
do is engage in the same atrocious vio-
lence as the thugs and terrorists that
we are opposing. The images of Amer-
ican soldiers violating Iraqi prisoners
is no doubt a rallying call for all those
who want an excuse to hate and attack
the United States.

Fortunately, there is a better way
than this. I have developed a SMART
Security Platform for the 21st Century.
SMART 1is a Sensible, Multilateral
American Response to Terrorism, and
it will help reinvigorate America’s for-
eign policy by focusing on conflict pre-
vention, on international diplomacy
and on multilateralism. SMART secu-
rity recognizes security threats and ad-
dresses them, but instead of conducting
our policies behind closed doors and
through the barrels of a gun, SMART
pursues open diplomacy and regional
security arrangements to achieve our
democratic goals.

Indiscriminate violence will not ad-
dress the threats we face, because most
of the post-September 11 security
threats require a softer touch. That is
why SMART security calls for dra-
matic increases in development aid and
debt relief for the world’s poorest coun-
tries to reduce the destitute conditions
that give rise to terrorism. And they
will simultaneously increase edu-
cational opportunities for the world’s
poorest people. These programs will
also help counter the image problem
that America has cultivated around
the world and particularly in the Mid-
dle BEast.

Instead of encouraging militaristic
policies that give rise to events such as
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