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his duty, the California State Senate via Con-
current Resolution No. 67, officially designated
the location of State Route 1 between Harkins
Slough Road and the Pajaro River Bridge, in
Santa Cruz County, as the “CHAP Officer
John Pedro Memorial Highway”. Through this
dedication, our community will eternally re-
member the sacrifices made by Officer Pedro
and others who have laid down their lives to
fulfill a pledge of unwavering dedication to the
people of the State of California

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BOB ETHERIDGE

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, last week,
on Roll Call vote 150, | was not able to vote.
Please let the record show that had | been
present, | would have voted Yes on House
Resolution 210, supporting the goals of World
Intellectual Property Day and recognizing the
importance of intellectual property in the
United States and worldwide.

———

IN TRIBUTE TO MIGUEL
CONTRERAS

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today, along
with  my colleagues from California, Ms.
PELOSI, Mr. GEORGE MILLER, Mr. BACA, Mr.
BECERRA, Mr. BERMAN, Ms. CAPPS, Mr.
CARDOZA, Mr. COSTA, Ms. SUSAN DAvIS, Ms.
ESHOO, Mr. FARR, Mr. FILNER, Ms. HARMAN,
Mr. HONDA, Mr. LANTOS, Ms. LEE, Mr.
LOFGREN, Ms. MATSUl, Ms. MILLENDER-
MCDONALD, Ms. NAPOLITANO, Ms. ROYBAL-AL-
LARD, Ms. LINDA SANCHEZ, Ms. LORETTA
SANCHEZ, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr.
STARK, Mrs. TAUSCHER, Mr. THOMPSON, Ms.
WATERS, Ms. WATSON, Mr. WAXMAN, and Ms.
WOOLSEY, to pay tribute to Miguel Contreras,
who died unexpectedly on Friday, May 6,
2005. As Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the
Los Angeles County Federation of Labor and
a Vice President of the California Labor Fed-
eration, Miguel was a friend to many of us in
Congress from California. More importantly, he
was a staunch champion for working families
in Los Angeles and throughout the country
whose leadership brought much needed vigor
to our Nation’s labor movement.

As the son of migrant farmworkers, Miguel
grew up in Dinuba, California, where he
worked in the Central Valley’s fields from the
age of 5 alongside his parents and 6 brothers.
Following his parents’ example, Miguel be-
came active in the labor movement, where his
skills were recognized by the legendary Cesar
Chavez, who hired him as a union representa-
tive for the United Farm Workers. For 6 years,
Miguel worked under Chavez, gaining critical
leadership, strategic, and political skills at the
helm of one of our Nation’s greatest civil rights
heroes.
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Miguel later joined the Hotel Employees and
Restaurant Employees’ (HERE) Union Local 2
in San Francisco, where his coordination of a
citywide major hotel walkout led to the biggest
wage and benefit increases in history for the
14,000 member local union. His efforts spread
beyond California to hotel organizing efforts in
Nevada and New York.

Following a 3 year stint as political director
of the Los Angeles County Federation of
Labor, Miguel was elected Executive Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the Federation in 1996. As
head of the Federation, Miguel oversaw the
operation of 350 local unions and more than
800,000 union members. Under his leader-
ship, the Federation became a powerful voice
for working families throughout Los Angeles,
leading successful organizing and wage im-
provement campaigns for janitors, bus drivers,
mechanics, trauma center workers, and thou-
sands of other workers.

As the first Latino elected to head Los An-
geles County’s powerful labor organization,
Miguel opened the door for thousands of
Latino and immigrant workers throughout
Southern California to the union movement
and better wages and health benefits. In doing
so, he transformed the face of not only the
labor movement in Los Angeles, but of local,
city, and State elected officials, and, inevitably,
the city and State as well.

The Los Angeles County Federation of
Labor has become a model for union organi-
zations across the Nation. At a time when
union membership is waning in other areas of
the country, it grew quickly in Los Angeles
County under Miguel’s leadership. The supe-
rior labor organization he developed in Los
Angeles and its successes are just a part of
Miguel’s enduring legacy to those most in
need in our society.

As Members of the California Congressional
delegation, we honor Miguel as champion for
working families. We extend our deepest sym-
pathy to his wife, Maria Elena Durazo, and his
sons Michael and Mario, during this difficult
time.

Miguel Contreras’s passing is not only a tre-
mendous loss for working families in Southern
California, but also throughout the Nation. His
tremendous strategic skills and dedicated pas-
sion to improving the lives of others are rare
and will be missed sorely by thousands of
working men and women he called his broth-
ers and sisters.

———

COMMENDING THE MARINE CORPS
OFFICERS OF THE 11TH SPECIAL
BASIC COURSE ON THEIR 54TH
REUNION

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 11, 2005

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
commend the Marine Corps officers of the
11th Special Basic Course who are cele-
brating the 54th anniversary of their commis-
sioning with a reunion during the week of May
12-15, 2005.

The officers of the 11th Special Basic
Course (11th SBC) at Quantico, Virginia, start-
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ed training in the fall of 1951 and completed
their training in March 1952. Although the
class was a relatively small one, with just over
two hundred officer candidates, they rep-
resented one hundred and eight different col-
leges and universities. Candidates from 36
States, the District of Columbia and Guam
were in this class, making it one of the most
representational Marine Corps basic officers’
courses.

During the Korean War the class had its
share of officers who distinguished themselves
in combat. Rod Skinner, Harvard '51, was
awarded the Congressional Medal of Honor
posthumously for valor. John Word received
the Navy Cross, the second highest award
that our Nation can bestow for courage. Oth-
ers were awarded the Silver Star, the Bronze
Star, and the Purple Heart. The class also had
its share of men wounded and killed in combat
action.

Although only a comparatively few members
became regular officers, many served and re-
tired from the Reserves while pursuing careers
in law, education, religious ministry, athletics,
engineering, business, and politics. Among
those who were career officers of the Corps
was a former Member of Congress, the Hon-
orable Ben Blaz, Notre Dame ’51. Ben served
30 years in the Marine Corps and achieved
the rank of Brigadier General before retiring
and subsequently embarking on a political ca-
reer. He was one of my predecessors as the
Congressional representative from Guam in
this, the House of the People.

It is a great honor for me to memorialize the
visit of these Marine veterans, their families
and friends, to the capital of our Nation for
whom they carried their swords in her de-
fense.

Our Nation owes a debt of gratitude to
those who have served and to those who cur-
rently wear the uniform of our armed forces.
We therefore welcome the Marine Corps offi-
cers of 11th Special Basic Course (11th SBC)
on their reunion and we recognize their con-
tributions to our Nation.

The Marine veterans and their families in-
clude: Robert Altick, Leslie Altick, Al Bailey,
Mary Bailey, Charles Bentzen, Constance
Bentzen, John Bickley, Anne Bickley, V. Ben
Blaz, Ted Brothers, Charles Clifford, David
Curry, Natalie Curry, Frank Delaney, Martha
Delaney, Thomas Fallon, Mary Fallon, Mar-
shall Figgatt, Alan Figgatt, Benis Frank,
Marylou Frank, Tina Cooper, Erika Helgeson,
William Keating, Robert Land, Joan Land,
Thomas Land, James Land, John Lussenhop,
Kay Lussenhop, Gene Moyers, Fern Moyers,
Herbert Oxnam, Betty Oxnam, Richard Pas-
chal, Len Paschal, Jordan Peck, Henry Pruitt,
Mary  Pruitt, Thomas Qualls, Chayne
Stinemetz, Larue Stinemetz, Spatz Thomaidis,
Virginia Swisher, Stanley Wilson, and Barbara
Wilson.

To the Marine Corps officers of the 11th
SBC and their families, may you always know
that our Nation appreciates the sacrifices that
you have made and that your patriotism con-
tinues to inspire the generations of Marines
who follow in your footsteps. Semper Fidelis.
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