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Finally, Mr. Speaker, let me speak 

for a moment about these victims. I 
had an opportunity in August 2003 to 
visit the state of Israel and I remember 
going to the museum commemorating 
the concentration camps in the Holo-
caust. And I remember going specifi-
cally to the children’s section of that 
museum. As some Members of the 
Chamber recall, when you walk inside 
the children’s section, you are in this 
very small circular room and in the 
middle of the room sits a glass case. In-
side the glass case are pictures and 
photos of children who lost their lives 
in the Holocaust and their voices who 
read their names over and over again. 

I will remember that image, Mr. 
Speaker, as I conclude, for a very, very 
long time because it speaks of a Europe 
and a history that never was. It speaks 
of a destiny for the world that never 
was. Somewhere in those pictures is 
someone who would have been a chief 
of state, someone who would have been 
an Olympic athlete, someone who 
might have discovered a cure for can-
cer. 

As we contemplate this last 60 years 
may we remember that every time we 
lay waste to a human being, every time 
we lay waste to a child, that there is 
all kinds of promise that is lost and 
there is another destiny that was there 
waiting to be born. 

So on behalf of these 6 million vic-
tims who were murdered by a state, 
may we think of them today and may 
we think of them on this Holocaust Re-
membrance Day. May we remember in 
conclusion the danger whenever human 
beings are degraded and belittled by 
others. 

f 

CRIMINAL EXTORTION 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. ING-

LIS of South Carolina). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the gentleman from Ala-
bama (Mr. DAVIS) for his touching re-
marks. He is so right. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to pay 
tribute as my colleague, a former 
judge, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
POE) has indicated a celebration of 
Cinco de Mayo. We will be enjoying 
that this weekend there in Tyler. I ap-
preciate Gus Ramirez and Salvador 
Sanchez and other friends that are put-
ting that on again this year. 

Last week I read an article about the 
ongoing investigation in Austin by the 
local Democrat District Attorney, Ron-
nie Earl, and became concerned. I had 
previously understood that he had con-
vinced a grand jury to indict a number 
of corporations regarding contributions 
they had made from which he was rais-
ing the issue of legality. For some rea-
son I had the impression that a few of 
those corporations had pled either no 
contest or guilty, and as part of a plea 
agreement, they had agreed to make 
contributions to some educational en-
tity. 

Now, I realize I cannot always rely 
on every newspaper to always get the 
facts right, so I went back and looked 
at other newspaper articles about other 
cases after I saw that one, and accord-
ing to those articles the Austin Dis-
trict Attorney got potentially four cor-
porate defendants to promise to pay fi-
nancial support to the LBJ School of 
Public Affairs there in Austin and in 
return he would dismiss all charges. 

Now, as a former District Judge and 
Chief Justice this caused me a great 
deal of concern. As a former District 
Judge who believes strongly in law and 
order, so much so that I have sent 
friends or children of friends to prison 
while my friends were weeping and ask-
ing me not to do so, because I knew 
that is what the law required and that 
is what I would do in any other case if 
they were not the children of my 
friends. 

So I believe that there is a crime and 
there is an appropriate punishment. 
And I do not know all the facts or evi-
dence in these cases and I am not here 
to defend anyone involved. But I do 
know that District Attorneys take an 
oath as attorneys and they also take 
oaths as a District Attorney. They are 
not supposed to prosecute or persecute 
people or entities unless there is a 
case. 

Now, if there is evidence to support 
that a crime has been committed, then 
he should prosecute. When the District 
Attorney in Austin files a motion to 
dismiss, it should be because there is 
no case with which to go forward. 

If a district attorney drops charges 
after soliciting and requiring a defend-
ant to pay money to an entity of the 
District Attorney’s choosing, it has a 
rather unseemly odor to it. Let me ex-
plain one of the reasons that it may. 

Under the Texas Penal Code Section 
36.02, it indicates in part, and there is 
a bunch of different wording in parts to 
it but I will read potentially applicable 
parts that may have a ring to them. 

A, a person commits an offense if he 
intentionally or knowingly, there are 
different words, but intentionally or 
knowingly solicits from another any 
benefit as consideration for the recipi-
ent’s decision, vote, recommendation, 
or other exercise of official discretion 
in a judicial or administrative pro-
ceeding. 

An offense under the section is a fel-
ony under the second degree. It may be 
the ‘‘benefit’’ under this would have to 
go to the individual itself but since the 
law does not say, we will let somebody 
else determine that. But regardless, if 
a D.A. can force people or entities to 
pay in order to avoid being prosecuted, 
then no one is safe from extortion. 
Whether or not the entity receiving the 
benefit is worthy is not the issue. 

Whether it is a criminal offense to 
get someone to agree to pay money to 
another in order to avoid being pros-
ecuted under the law is raised here. 
Whether or not such conduct rises to 
the level of criminal status is for oth-
ers to decide, but it sure smells like ex-

tortion, even if the law allows it. A fine 
institution like the LBJ School should 
not have to rely on extortion in order 
to funds its education. 

Right now the legislature is meeting 
in Texas to try to fund our education. 
How tragic if it turns out it was legal 
to fund educational institutions just by 
threatening to prosecute if somebody 
does not pay the chosen school of the 
bullying law enforcement agency. 

In Austin, the district attorney is al-
legedly investigating illegal payments. 
What irony if he will only drop charges 
as part of his official duties if you 
make the very kind of payments he 
was supposed to be investigating. 

Sounds like the wolf is in charge of 
the hen house in Austin. 
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RECENT BIG EVENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, the gentleman from Min-
nesota (Mr. KLINE) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. KLINE. Mr. Speaker, we have 
had several important events occur in 
the last weeks and days, and today of 
course we passed a very historic piece 
of legislation in the Emergency Sup-
plemental Appropriations Act to make 
sure that our country is safer, that our 
troops have what they need for this 
war on terror. 

All of this prompted me to think that 
it was time to sort of recap where we 
are, where we have been, where we are, 
and where we are going in this war 
against the Islamic extremists who at-
tacked us so horrifically and so vi-
ciously on September 11. 

We also have coming up tomorrow 
Military Spouse Appreciation Day, and 
that certainly is one of those events 
that the timing of which has come to-
gether to make me want to come to the 
floor and discuss with my colleagues 
our progress in this war on terror. 

I hope to be joined by some more of 
my colleagues here in a minute. We 
had a little bit of scrambling to get the 
timing right. The early vote today had 
people out of pocket, as we used to say. 

Let me start by just recapping some 
of the really, really big events that we 
have seen happen in the last few 
months. I have a picture here next to 
me that I think is absolutely aston-
ishing in its implication. 

These are women in Afghanistan who 
are serving now as police officers in the 
Afghani security forces. Just think 
about that. Before September 11, before 
we were attacked, before our country 
decided to step out and defend itself 
and freedom loving nations of the 
world by going after the brutal terror-
ists who had attacked us in Afghani-
stan, these women could not be seen in 
public without being shrouded from 
head to toe. They had no place in offi-
cial Afghani society. They could not go 
to school. 

It is remarkable to think what has 
happened with the free elections last 
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