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Torch of Liberty Award, the Forward 
Times Community Service Award, the 
League of United Latin American Citi-
zens Service Award, Community Serv-
ice Award, the La Raza Award. 

In addition, he was a Presidential 
nominee to sit on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, 
indicating our great respect for him at 
the Federal level. 

Let me suggest to you that he had 
many friends. I am reminded of my 
conversation with the Honorable Bar-
bara Jordan. When I was returning to 
Texas, I asked who should we engage, 
and who should we find out about 
Texas, its mood, its needs, its strug-
gles, its trials, its tribulations? 
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Barbara Jordan, as I sat in her office, 
said, ‘‘Judge Andrew Jefferson.’’ He 
was her friend, her advisor and coun-
selor. 

They were strong friends together be-
cause they believed in the empower-
ment of all. They fought for civil rights 
one and all. As she believed in the em-
powerment of the Voter Rights Act of 
1965, expanding it to Texas in 1968, 
Judge Jefferson was right along her 
side. 

This is a fitting honor, an endowed 
chair that will be bestowed upon him 
on May 6. I believe it is more than his 
choice, but our desire to be able to 
honor him, to be able to salute him as 
he is being endowed by a chair on May 
6, 2005. He is a great Texan, a great 
American. God bless him and God bless 
the United States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise this evening to honor a 
great legal scholar and a great institution of 
legal education in the Eighteenth Congres-
sional District of Houston, Texas. The institu-
tion about which I speak is the Thurgood Mar-
shall School of Law at Texas Southern Univer-
sity (TSU), established in 1947 and the schol-
ar is Judge Andrew L. Jefferson, Jr. At a time 
when the future of Houston’s public school 
system is in jeopardy, I am especially pleased 
to deliver this statement in honor of a scholar 
who is the product of our own Yates High 
School. 

On Friday, May 6, 2005, I will join my con-
stituents to honor Judge Jefferson on the oc-
casion of the establishment of an endowment 
for trial advocacy in his name as the first en-
dowed Chair, called the ‘‘Andrew L. Jefferson 
Endowment for Trial Advocacy’’ at Texas 
Southern University’s Thurgood Marshall 
School of Law in Houston, Texas. 

Honorable Andrew L. Jefferson, a native of 
Dallas, Texas, graduated from the University 
of Texas School of Law in 1959 after earning 
his bachelor’s degree from TSU where he was 
the president of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc. and became a partner with Washington 
and Jefferson, Attorneys at Law, in Houston. 
He served as an assistant criminal district at-
torney for Bexar County, a chief assistant 
United States attorney for the Western District 
of Texas, and a trial counsel and labor rela-
tions counsel for Humble Oil & Refining Com-
pany. In addition, Judge Jefferson served in 
the Judge Advocate General Corps in the 
United States Army Reserve where he was 
honorably discharged as a Captain. 

In 1970, Judge Jefferson was appointed to 
preside over the Court of Domestic Relations 
#2 for Harris County, and in 1974, he was 
elected judge of the 208th District Court, Har-
ris County. In 1975, he decided to re-engage 
in private practice and is admitted to practice 
in the United States Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth, Sixth, and Eleventh Circuits and the Su-
preme Court of the United States. 

A longtime active committee member of the 
State Bar of Texas, Judge Andrew L. Jeffer-
son, Jr. is also a Fellow of the Texas Bar 
Foundation, a member of the American Bar 
Foundation, the Texas Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion, and the Texas Constitutional Revision 
Commission. This outstanding jurist, who is re-
nowned for his expertise in legal practice, is a 
highly sought-after speaker throughout his ca-
reer and has frequently shared his experience 
and knowledge with the Criminal Law Institute 
for the Houston Bar Association and the San 
Antonio Bar Association. Furthermore, Judge 
Jefferson has spoken at conventions for the 
National Bar Association and the Family Law 
Institute. 

Aside from the respect that he has earned 
as a skilled jurist and advocate, Judge Jeffer-
son’s leadership and sound judgment has 
merited tenures as chairman of the board of 
the Houston Branch of the Federal Reserve 
Bank and of the Texas Southern University 
Foundation. Moreover, he is a life member of 
the Houston Area Urban League and the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of Col-
ored People. 

He has received numerous awards and hon-
ors, among them the Anti-Defamation League 
National Torch of Liberty Award, the Forward 
Times Community Service Award, the League 
of United Latin American Citizens National 
Community Service Award, and the Commu-
nity Service Award from La Raza. In addition, 
he was a Presidential Nominee to sit on the 
United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit. 

To honor Judge Jefferson on this occasion 
will be momentous for the City of Houston, for 
Texas Southern University, and for minorities 
worldwide who aspire to study and practice 
law or for minority students who lack con-
fidence in their potential to succeed. I con-
gratulate and thank the State of Texas for its 
contribution to the overall accrual of the re-
sources that were required for the endowment. 

The establishment of a Trial Advocacy pro-
gram at the Thurgood Marshall School of Law 
will be both an actual and a symbolic land-
mark. As recently as last year, I joined the stu-
dents, legislators, and community leaders at 
Prairie View A&M University on the birthday of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to fight for fair and 
unobstructed voting rights for those students. 
It was the skilled advocacy of the Lawyer’s 
Committee that produced a statement by the 
Secretary of State in favor of the students. 
Furthermore, the well-settled jurisprudence of 
caselaw such as Symm v. United States and 
United States v. Texas, which made important 
pronouncements as to the adequacy of stu-
dents’ residency/domicile status to determine 
eligibility to vote were the product of skilled 
trial advocacy. Without the work of the skilled 
advocates who argued those cases, we would 
have an even longer journey to equality of the 
right to vote in this nation. 

Therefore, the endowment that will be es-
tablished in the name of the Honorable An-
drew L. Jefferson, Jr. will provide a legacy and 

will produce legal scholars who will contribute 
to the achievement of equality in the United 
States of America. I congratulate the 
Thurgood Marshall School of Law at Texas 
Southern University and I thank Judge Jeffer-
son for his service. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. ING-
LIS of South Carolina). Under a pre-
vious order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. FEENEY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FEENEY. addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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GREATEST TRAGEDY OF MANKIND 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. BERRY) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BERRY. Mr. Speaker, when I 
came here in 1997, we passed the first 
balanced Budget Act in 30 years. That 
was a result of the work of a lot of peo-
ple. I do not take credit for making 
that happen. But then after having a 
balanced budget and running a surplus 
until the year 2001, beginning in Janu-
ary of that year, when we turned over 
this great country to the Bush admin-
istration and a Republican majority in 
the House and the Senate, and let us be 
very clear about that. The Republicans 
have controlled the House, the Senate, 
the White House and the Supreme 
Court for all of this time. And we have 
turned over a $5 trillion surplus to 
these people. 

Now, as we just saw a few minutes 
ago from one of our conscientious Blue 
Dogs, they have turned that $5 trillion 
surplus into an $8 trillion debt. And 
just last week when the budget was 
passed that I voted against and most of 
the Democrats voted against, as far as 
I know all of them did, they raised the 
debt ceiling again to $9 trillion. 

We are having to raise the debt ceil-
ing almost $1 trillion a year to keep up 
with the total mismanagement of the 
people’s affairs by the Republicans. It 
would be hard to imagine a greater fis-
cal disaster than the Bush administra-
tion has led us to. 

Over and over and over again, we 
tried to reach out and we tried to say, 
let us reestablish the budget rules that 
got us to a surplus back in the 90s. Let 
us admit that we have got a problem. 
Let us require a balanced budget. Let 
us require pay-as-you-go. If you cannot 
pay for it, you cannot spend it. Let us 
make borrowing money from our chil-
dren and grandchildren much more dif-
ficult to do, and it should only be done 
in cases of great national emergency. 

Recently, the President has gone be-
fore the Nation and declared he wants 
to save Social Security. Regardless of 
the outcome of what he wants to do, if 
we do not take care of the debt and the 
deficit, all we are doing is rearranging 
the deck chairs on the Titanic. It is a 
ridiculous exercise to talk about 
changing the Social Security system 
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