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especially those who serve as the foundation
of our nation—the American laborer. Her kind-
ness, energy, compassion and unwavering
focus on making our world a better place—
one union member at a time, will be remem-
bered always. | extend my deepest condo-
lences to her friends and family members, and
especially to her sons, Bob and Lee; her
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-
great-grandchild.

Ottilie Markholt lived her life with joy, energy
and in complete harmony with her principals
and values. Her eternal faith in humanity and
in the notion that together, we can make a
positive difference, will continue to serve as an
unending force of hope and possibility for
every member of America’s labor force, and
her memory and legacy will forever live on
within the hearts of all who knew and loved
her well.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PAUL RYAN

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, yes-
terday, | was unavoidably delayed and missed
rollcall vote No. 140. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay”.

———

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK

HON. JAMES P. MORAN

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to take this opportunity today to honor
all those who own and work for small busi-
nesses as part of National Small Business
Week. These men and women should be rec-
ognized for their spirit of entrepreneurship, de-
termination, persistence, and contribution to
our economic prosperity.

Small businesses represent 95 percent of all
employers, create half of our economic
growth, and create three out of four new jobs
throughout the nation. As leaders in innovation
and new technology, they produce up to four-
teen more patents per employee than large
corporations. Nearly half of these small busi-
nesses are owned by women entrepreneurs.

Owners of small businesses are risk takers
who aren’t afraid to take an idea they have
and make it a reality. Because of their positive
impact on our country, we should not make
the risks they take any more difficult. The
Bush Administration and Congress should cul-
tivate small businesses by advancing policies
that enable small businesses to start and
flourish, not placing impediments that stunt
their growth.

Under President Bush’s budget, small busi-
ness assistance programs are some of the
hardest hit with cuts. Reductions to these as-
sistance programs are much greater than the
program cuts elsewhere in the budget he sub-
mitted to Congress. Half of all government
small business assistance programs are for
elimination or for severe cuts, with the aver-
age cut at nearly 80 percent. Among the pro-
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grams cut or eliminated are the Community
Development Financial Institutions which helps
small businesses in underprivileged commu-
nities receive capital, the Microloan program
which provides loans to people who would not
normally be eligible to receive one; the Minor-
ity Business Development Agency which fo-
cuses only on the establishment and growth of
minority owned businesses; and the Women’s
Business Centers which help aspiring female
entrepreneurs.

These cuts are unacceptable, and | am
hopeful that through the appropriations proc-
ess we can restore the funding to these pro-
grams. The government should not be in the
business of making it more difficult to receive
start-up capital. We should also be encour-
aging minorities and women to begin busi-
nesses, especially in communities in need of
thriving companies, not cutting the programs
that make it easier to succeed.

Small business owners are the backbone of
our economy. They deserve the respect and
assistance of the federal government. Instead,
they have seen the government cut the pro-
grams that help them become successes. |
am looking forward to the day when the gov-
ernment is there to help every person who has
ever dreamt of owning their own business and
seeing those stores, restaurants and compa-
nies thrive.

———

CITIZENS FOR CITIZENS HEAD
START PROGRAM WINS AWARD

HON. BARNEY FRANK

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker,
nothing that we do is more important than try-
ing to provide a fair start in life for young peo-
ple born into difficult economic circumstances.
The Head Start and Early Head Start pro-
grams are therefore among the most valued
that we have. | was pleased but not surprised
to be informed that the version of these pro-
grams run by the Fall River Community Action
Group, Citizens For Citizens, received the Ex-
cellence Award from the Department of Health
and Human Services. Citizens For Citizens is
an extraordinarily creative organization, run by
dedicated people with a deep commitment to
helping others. This recognition of the Head
Start program is just an example of the gen-
erally excellent work that Citizens For Citizens
does, and on the occasion of this, | want to
congratulate Director Neil Lynch and all of
those who work with him in this important en-
deavor.

Mr. Speaker, the Fall River Herald News
last month ran an article about this program
and the good work that it does. It is important
for people to see examples of successful fed-
eral programs, and | therefore ask that this ar-
ticle from the Fall River Herald News be print-
ed here.

[From the Herald News, Mar. 24, 2005]
CFC HEAD START PROGRAM RECEIVES
PROGRAM OF EXCELLENCE AWARD

FALL RIVER.—Citizens for Citizens’ Head
Start and Early Head Start program has
once again received the U.S. Department of
Health’s Program of Excellence Award fol-
lowing an extensive study of all aspects of
the operation by a team of 12 federal review-
ers.
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Neil Lynch, CFC Head Start director, said
that only two other programs in Massachu-
setts received the Program of Excellence
Award. The award was presented at a re-
gional conference in Nashua, N.H.

The reviews are conducted every three
years and the highest rating is a repeat of
the study results in 2001. The federal review-
ers determined that CFC Head Start meets
and surpasses every federal performance
standard.

“The team from the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services closely scruti-
nized us in how effectively we were per-
forming in the areas of education, quality
health and nutrition, disabilities, social
services, transportation and parent involve-
ment,”” said Lynch.

He noted that the federal reviewers also
met with community partners, including the
public schools, social service agencies, par-
ents, policy council members and the CFC
board.

“I am very proud of our staff for receiving
the Program of Excellence Award for the sec-
ond consecutive time,”” said Lynch.

“The staff and the parents of Head Start
children devote a great deal of effort into the
programs we provide in order to ensure the
highest quality of early childhood education
possible,” he added.

CFC operates 21 Head Start classes in
Greater Fall River and an Early Head Start
and home-based program on Second Street.

The federal reviewers determined CFC
Head Start and Early Head Start accom-
plished the following:

—AIll curricula in place are based upon
sound child development principles and pre-
sented in creative learning methods.

—Parents are actively involved in cur-
riculum planning through a policy council,
which is informed of current decisions affect-
ing service delivery, program policies and
procedures.

—=Successful family partnership built.

—Rapport between staff and parents cre-
ated trust and helped identify individual
needs.

—~Collaboration is excellent between area
health and dental providers, schools, colleges
and pediatric specialists.

—General layout of classrooms are safe,
confortable and fully accessible.

Mark A. Sullivan Jr., executive director of
CFC, said Head Start is a valuable learning
resource for children and that since its in-
ception it has successfully prepared millions
of children to enter school on a level playing
field.

“I am very proud of the administrators of
CFC’s Head Start, the staff and especially
the parents who are closely involved with
the program to ensure their children get a
quality learning experience,’”’ said Sullivan.

———

IN HONOR OF THE VIETNAMESE
COMMUNITY OF CLEVELAND AND
THE THIRTIETH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE FALL OF SAIGON

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
remembrance and recognition of the 30th An-
niversary of the Fall of Saigon. This historical
date commemorates the end of the Vietnam
War, and represents the beginning of a new
life for tens of thousands of Viethamese peo-
ple, as they began their hopeful journey to
America.
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On April 30, 1975, the ancient city of Saigon
fell to the conquest of communist troops. This
action solidified the communist takeover of
South Vietnam. Three decades later, | rise to
honor the memory and sacrifice of the hun-
dreds of thousands of South Vietnamese sol-
diers, American soldiers and civilians who
made the ultimate sacrifice in the name of lib-
erty and democracy.

Despite the takeover, the culture, spirit and
hope reflected by the Vietnamese people re-
mained steadfast. After the communist take-
over of Saigon, thousands of Vietnamese, de-
termined to rebuild their lives, began their
treacherous exodus out of Vietnam. Their dar-
ing escape was on foot, through thick jungles
and over jagged mountains. They escaped by
boat, through snake-infested rivers and across
turbulent seas. They became refugees in
many nations, including America, with nothing
more than the clothes on their back and the
hope for freedom in their hearts.

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me
to honor and remember the hundreds of thou-
sands of men and women who sacrificed their
lives in the name of freedom. Today, we also
honor agencies and churches such as The Vi-
etnamese Community of Greater Cleveland
and St. Helena Catholic Church, that continue
to offer a haven of support, services and hope
to immigrants from all over the world. The Vi-
etnamese culture, through the care and com-
mitment of its people, has flourished in Amer-
ica, yet remains forever connected to its an-
cient cultural and historical traditions that spi-
ral back throughout the centuries, connecting
the old world to the new, spanning oceans
and borders—from Vietnam to America.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JOHN W. OLVER

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, for rollicall vote
No. 141 on the Scott of Virginia amendment to
H.R. 748, had | been present, | would have
voted in the affirmative.

———————

HONORING JAMES BERRY, PRESI-
DENT OF LOCKHEED MARTIN
MISSILES AND FIRE CONTROL

HON. KENNY MARCHANT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, in accord-
ance with the celebration of Small Business
Week, | would like to recognize Mr. James
Berry, President of Lockheed Martin Missiles
and Fire Control, in Grand Prairie, Texas, for
receiving the Dwight D. Eisenhower Award for
Excellence. This award was given by the
Small Business Administration. It honors large
contractors that have excelled in utilizing small
businesses as suppliers and subcontractors.
Mr. Berry and the entire company deserve this
high merit for their support of small busi-
nesses.

Small businesses are the backbone of the
American economy. They are vital to innova-
tion and major job providers for American
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workers. In 2003, 99.7 percent of all busi-
nesses in the United States were small firms.

Congratulations to Mr. Berry and the Lock-
heed Martin team in Grand Prairie for receiv-
ing this high distinction. | thank them for rec-
ognizing the importance of small businesses,
and establishing an outstanding small busi-
ness subcontracting program. | wish Mr. Berry
and Lockheed Martin Missiles and Fire Control
continued success.

———

IN CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL
SMALL BUSINESS WEEK

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, small businesses represent more than 99
percent of all businesses in America and 85
percent of jobs created in the Second District
of South Carolina.

As we celebrate National Small Business
Week, I'm proud to congratulate Mr. Bill Head
of Hilton Head Island on receiving the “2005
S.C. Small Business Person of the Year”
award. Bill and his wife Vicky opened an auto
center 10 years ago with only $7,000, with
tools, and a dream of owning a business.
Today, they employ 14 people and their busi-
ness is worth over $2 million. Bill’s vision and
hard work made him one of the millions of
small business owners who support our coun-
try’s economy.

The 109th Congress is already helping
small business owners like Bill by acting to
permanently repeal the death tax, allow small
businesses to band together to purchase
health insurance, and protect small busi-
nesses against junk lawsuits. As a former
small business owner, | am dedicated to mak-
ing sure that small business owners have the
tools they need to grow their businesses and
create new jobs.

In conclusion, God bless our troops and we
will never forget September 11th.

RECOGNIZING FOUR SAMARITANS

HON. JOHN E. PETERSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to honor four Samaritans
that put their lives at risk to save a young man
who was badly electrocuted after a car acci-
dent in rural Forest County, Pennsylvania, on
February 12th of this year.

On that snowy Saturday, Eric Wallace was
driving on Blue Jay Road through the Alle-
gheny National Forest, when he lost control of
his pickup truck. The vehicle crossed the road-
way and rolled over an embankment, landing
on the driver's side. Mr. Wallace climbed out
of his vehicle, but came into contact with live
power lines buried in the snow. Mr. Wallace
went down 50 feet from his wrecked truck, his
face in the snow and a hand and foot aflame
from the current passing though his body.

Thankfully for Mr. Wallace, four men hap-
pened to be on this rural two-lane road on that
winter Saturday. One man, Ron Weisenstein
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of nearby Sheffield was the first to happen by
the accident scene, which he saw from his ve-
hicle. Mr. Weisenstein pulled his vehicle over
and ran to the injured passenger. Seeing the
power lines across Mr. Wallace’s body, Mr.
Weisnesten instinctually pulled the victim away
from the lines, only to receive powerful shock
himself.

Michael Brunner was working at his parent’s
house down the road from the accident when
he heard the crash. After having his parents
call 911, Mr. Brunner ran down the road to
join Mr. Weisenstein. Shortly thereafter, Brian
Marshall came upon the accident. Appraising
the situation, Mr. Marshall told the two others
that he had a rope in his vehicle. Mr.
Weisenstein took the rope and wrapped it
around Mr. Wallace’s left foot, finally pulling
him off the downed power lines.

The three men found Mr. Wallace to be
without a heartbeat and not breathing. Mr.
Brunner remembered the CPR training he had
received as a Boy Scout in his youth and with
the assistance of Mr. Weisenstein was able to
get the injured man breathing again. Soon
after Mr. Wallace started to breath on his own,
Paul Hebert came across the accident. Mr.
Hebert, an Emergency Medical Technician vis-
iting the area from Manassas, Virginia, cleared
Mr. Wallace’s airways and helped stabilize the
man until personnel from the Sheffield Volun-
teer Fire Department arrived. Mr. Wallace was
taken by helicopter to the Intensive Care Burn
Unit at Mercy Hospital in Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania, and is now on the road to recovery.

Mr. Speaker, without the assistance of these
four gentlemen who happened to be on this
quiet road through the forest on a winter's
day, Eric Wallace would have likely died either
from electrocution or exposure to the cold. We
should all applaud their quick thinking, team-
work, and selflessness to help a fellow man,
and | am honored to have the opportunity to
highlight their actions.

———

RECOGNITION OF AMSA ON THE
OCCASION OF ITS 35TH ANNIVER-
SARY AND NAME CHANGE

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 28, 2005

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, | wish to take
this opportunity to congratulate the Association
of Metropolitan Sewerage Agencies (AMSA)
on the occasion of its 35th Anniversary and on
its name change to the National Association of
Clean Water Agencies, or NACWA. lts 35 year
record of advocacy and leadership in meeting
the goals of the Clean Water Act has helped
guarantee the chemical, biological, and phys-
ical health of our Nation’s rivers, lakes,
streams, bays, and coasts.

NACWA'’s members serve the majority of
the sewered population in our Country and
treat and reclaim over 18 billion gallons of
wastewater a day. Simply stated, NACWA and
its members deserve to be celebrated for their
ongoing role in the remarkable revitalization of
America’s waterways.

Despite the improvements made so far to
our Nation’s waters, NACWA understands that
significant work remains to be done to achieve
the goals of the Clean Water Act. From the
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee’s
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