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RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF VANDY D. LAWSON

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Vandy D. Lawson for her dedication
to teaching the students at the Comal Leader-
ship Institute in the Comal Independent School
District.

Vandy D. Lawson received her bachelor's
degree in math from the University of Northern
Colorado in Greely and her master’s in statis-
tics from Colorado State University in Fort Col-
lins. Currently she is teaching students grades
ninth through twelfth in the subject of math.
Through her extraordinary teaching methods
she is able to reach students and appeal to
their interest like none other—this is what dis-
tinguishes her as a great teacher.

The unique teaching style of Mrs. Lawson is
one that the teachers of our Nation should re-
gard as an example of how they can reach
students in a more effective way. It is said that
Mrs. Lawson “looks at what she does every
day as a being on a treasure hunt, uncovering
great treasures and bringing them back to
life.” The students she teaches all benefit from
Mrs. Lawson’s continuous drive to reach each
and every student to make sure they all re-
ceive as much assistance as possible.

The math and sciences are two essential
fields of study that students around the Nation
need exposure to America’s teachers like Mrs.
Lawson, play the most vital role in ensuring
students get taught the necessary skills to be-
come tomorrow’s leaders. | am honored to
have this opportunity to distinguish Vandy D.
Lawson for her dedication to the perseverance
of knowledge in our community.

———

TRIBUTE TO UNITED COMMUNITY
CENTER IN CELEBRATION OF ITS
35TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the achievements of
an outstanding community center in my dis-
trict. This week the United Community Center
celebrates its 35th Anniversary.

Since 1970, the UCC has endeavored to
provide services and cultural opportunities to
members of the Hispanic community in Mil-
waukee. Founded as a youth center, the UCC
has grown into one of the premier social serv-
ice agencies in our city, with an impressive
array of programs designed to serve the
needs of Hispanic families and communities.

The UCC attempts to create new opportuni-
ties for Hispanic families to move out of pov-
erty and join the ranks of the middle class.

Confronting the challenges of poverty requires
a multi-faceted approach, a fact that is not lost
on the leaders and members of this organiza-
tion.

The UCC attends to the educational needs
of the community, serving hundreds of stu-
dents in its pre-kindergarten, grade school and
middle school programs. Recognizing the im-
portance of physical health, the Center offers
prevention and health awareness services de-
signed to reduce smoking, drug abuse, and
teen pregnancy. The UCC understands that
communities are sustained, in part, by culture,
and as a result, regularly exhibits the works of
prominent Hispanic artists and stages musical
and dance performances. Young people in the
community benefit from classes and work-
shops in theater arts, ceramics, dance and
music. The UCC helps us care for our elders,
providing assistance with transportation and
affordable housing, while also maintaining
adult day care for senior citizens.

The UCC understands that caring for fami-
lies and individuals requires caring for the en-
vironment and stabilizing the neighborhood.
Through its neighborhood development initia-
tive, the UCC helps build the wealth and desir-
ability of the community by helping families re-
pair their homes, plant trees, and landscape
open areas.

Through all of these activities, the UCC also
serves as an ambassador for Hispanic people,
reaching out to other communities in Mil-
waukee to develop understanding and accept-
ance of Hispanic culture.

By offering a unique array of services and
programs, the UCC has established itself as a
vital center of Hispanic culture in my district.
On the occasion of this 35th Anniversary, | sa-
lute the leaders of the UCC, its current and
former volunteers, and it members, for these
impressive achievements.

90TH COMMEMORATION OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the anniversary of the Armenian Geno-
cide and to place in the RECORD a portion of
an opinion article written by Lee Enokian.

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE VICTIMS ARE NOT
FORGOTTEN

(By Lee Enokian)

Today is the 90th anniversary of the Arme-
nian Genocide. Between 1915 and 1923, more
than 1.5 million Armenians were murdered or
forcibly exiled because they were the wrong
religion and ethnicity. The world community
memorializes the anniversary annually as
Armenian Martyrs Day.

Thousands of Armenians were offered their
lives in exchange for their conversion to
Islam. They refused and died as a result.
Their steadfast faithfulness to the Christian

faith is not surprising. Armenia was the first
Christian nation and remains the only Chris-
tian nation in the Middle East.

Various Turkish people invaded southwest
Asia during the Middle Ages and carved an
empire for themselves from lands occupied
by the indigenous Semitic and Indo-Euro-
pean inhabitants.

Turkish nationalism grew relentlessly dur-
ing the following centuries. In the years pre-
ceding World War I, they actively sought to
Turkify the Ottoman Empire and strengthen
their rule by eliminating fractious ethnic
minorities.

The western two-thirds of Anatolia was
once inhabited by Greeks and other Indo-Eu-
ropean peoples. It is now primarily occupied
by Turks.

The eastern third of modern Turkey was
once Armenian with an Assyrian minority,
but is now populated by Turks and Kurds.

Modern Armenia survived only because it
was the single province controlled, and pro-
tected, by the Russian Empire. The rest of
the territory within its historical borders is
almost wholly devoid of ethnic Armenians.

The organized depopulation of Christians
and non-Turks from Anatolia by the Otto-
man Empire is one of the worst incidents of
racism and religious intolerance documented
in the world.

The Genocide was master-minded by the
ultra-nationalist ‘“Young Turk’ government
of Ottoman Turkey. Mehmet Talaat Pasha
was the Minister of the Interior and archi-
tect of the Armenian Genocide. He was re-
warded by being elevated to the position of
Grand Vizier in 1917. Pasha fled to Germany
as his empire collapsed in 1918. He was con-
victed of capital crimes, including mas-
sacring the Armenians. The post-war Otto-
man government sentenced him to death in
absentia.

Just-minded federal, state and local gov-
ernments throughout the world continue to
acknowledge the Armenian Genocide.

Illinois is mno different. Gov. Rod
Blagojevich has continued the practice of his
predecessors by remembering the plight of
the Armenian people. Part of his annual
proclamation reads: ‘“The Armenian commu-
nity, as well as the global community, re-
members the Armenian Genocide, which oc-
curred 90 years ago; and during this tragic
historical period between the years of 1915
and 1923, Armenians were forced to witness
the genocide of their loved ones, and the loss
of their ancestral homelands; and this exter-
mination and forced relocation of over 1.5
million Armenians by the Ottoman Turks is
recognized every year.”’

Sadly, the modern state of Turkey denies
the Genocide ever occurred. It restricts the
ability of ethnic Armenians, Kurds and As-
syrians to enter and travel within the coun-
try. In fact, Turkey has done its best to re-
move every trace of the Armenian people
from their ancestral homeland. These efforts
still don’t change history.

Blagojevich concluded his proclamation
with the fact that we must remember hateful
events like the Genocide to help prevent
their future institution.

“Both recognition and education con-
cerning past atrocities such as the Armenian
Genocide is crucial in the prevention of fu-
ture crimes against humanity.”

Evil wins when good men turn a blind eye.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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IN RECOGNITION OF JOSEPH W.
NIGRO, JR.

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of a man whose professional life has
been dedicated to improving the lives of work-
ing men and women in Massachusetts and
across our nation.

Mr. Speaker, it is my duty to inform the
Membership of the House that my dear friend,
Joseph W. Nigro, Jr. is retiring from the post
of General Agent of the Boston Metropolitan
Building Trades Council in Boston, Massachu-
setts.

Mr. Speaker, Joe Nigro is a remarkable
leader with a long and illustrious career in the
American Labor Movement. Joe Nigro was ini-
tiated into the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, Local 103 on November
21, 1960 and from the beginning he has been
a shining example of dedicated service to his
union, his community and his family and for
these reasons is entirely worthy of Congres-
sional recognition as well as the appreciation
of this nation. Joe’s personal integrity, hard
work and determination illustrate the best
characteristics of those who serve the working
men and women of this country.

Over the last 18 years in his position as
General Agent of the Boston Metropolitan
Building Trades Council, Joe Nigro has made
enormous contributions to the men and
women of the building trades, not just in Mas-
sachusetts but across the country. Under Joe
Nigro’s leadership, the United States Supreme
Court confirmed the legal right to use Project
Labor Agreements on public projects creating
job opportunities for union construction work-
ers across the nation.

As a member of the Massachusetts State
Legislature and Chair of its Commerce and
Labor Committee, | witnessed Joe’s pas-
sionate advocacy on behalf of working fami-
lies. From securing benefits for workers who
had lost their jobs, to training the next genera-
tion of America’s workers, Joe has worked to
ensure that the views and interests of working
people are at the forefront of our state and na-
tional policy.

Mr. Speaker, Joe Nigro has also been a
man committed to his community and has
dedicated many hours and much energy to
various charities including the South Boston
Neighborhood House, the Muscular Dystrophy
Association, the Boys and Girls Club of Bos-
ton, as well as the Fiske Family Inn Founda-
tion.

On a personal note, | believe that one of
Joe’s greatest accomplishments has been little
recognized over the years: that is, his remark-
able ability to maintain “labor peace” among
the building trades during times of enormous
challenge within the labor movement. As the
former President of the Ironworkers Union in
Boston, | can assure you that this was a mon-
umental task.

Mr. Speaker, it is my distinct honor to take
the floor of the House today to join with Joe’s
wonderful family, friends, and brothers and
sisters in the Labor Movement to thank him for
his service and congratulate him on his much-
deserved retirement. | hope my colleagues will
join me in celebrating Joe Nigro’s distin-
guished career and all his future endeavors.
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RECOGNIZING HARLINGEN HIGH
SCHOOL FOR THE 2005 INSPIRA-
TION AWARD

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
ask my colleagues to join me in congratulating
Harlingen High School for being selected for
one of the 2005 College Board Inspiration
Awards. Harlingen High School is one of three
exemplary high schools in the nation being
honored for their steadfast commitment to fos-
tering student success in some of America’s
most poverty-stricken communities.

Each school receives a prize of $25,000 to
use in furthering its academic goals. The In-
spiration Awards recognize outstanding work
in improving the academic environment and
helping economically disadvantaged students
achieve the promise of higher education. |
would like to congratulate the superintendent,
Dr. Linda Wade, the principal, Richard
Renaud, the teachers, students, and entire
school community for this prestigious award.

Harlingen High School is truly an inspiration
for all of us who value education and aca-
demic excellence for all students. For the His-
panic community, it reaffirms our core faith in
our own potential. Over 87 percent of the stu-
dents at Harlingen High School are Hispanic,
and many of them are bilingual. Their motto is
“in relentless pursuit of student success.” Har-
lingen High School stands firm on three major
commitments it has made to the community.
These are: To create a positive learning envi-
ronment for all students; responsibly develop
and maintain student-centered educational
programs; and a commitment to making grad-
uation the beginning of successful participation
as positive and progressive citizens.

Harlingen High School has succeeded in the
face of many challenges. More than half of its
students participate in the free and reduced
price lunch program and over 90 percent of
the Hispanic students are considered to be “at
risk.” A number of the students are the chil-
dren of migrant and seasonal farm workers,
and many of these young people work in the
fields themselves.

Supporting teachers, building strong com-
munity partnerships, and fostering family en-
gagement have been the foundation for Har-
lingen High School’s success in achieving a
75 percent college-going rate. Harlingen coun-
selors have also made sure that students and
families know where they can find the re-
sources to help finance college. In addition to
helping Harlingen families with the federal stu-
dent aid process, school counselors guided
Harlingen students to over $2 million in schol-
arship money.

Harlingen High School has expanded ac-
cess to AP courses for all of its students, and
for Hispanic students, in particular. Hispanic
students comprised 80 percent of the 298 stu-
dents in grades 9-12 who took at least one
Advanced Placement (AP) Program® exam-
ination. To prepare students for AP courses
and college, Harlingen starts in 8th grade with
a pre-AP Program. They couple this with an
extensive Parent Involvement Program that
conducts outreach meetings at different neigh-
borhood community centers to impress upon
parents the importance of helping teens pre-
pare for college.
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This is what is possible when we invest in
excellence in the Hispanic community. | urge
my colleagues to join me in saluting Harlingen
High School for its achievement and applaud-
ing the College Board for sponsoring the Inspi-
ration Awards. May each year be more com-
petitive than the last.

—

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF SERVICE
LEARNING PROGRAM AT TVI

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the 10th anniversary of
the Service Learning Program at TVI Commu-
nity College in my home state of New Mexico.
Service Learning is a collaboration of aca-
demic instruction, civic engagement and work
experience that complements traditional col-
lege curriculum. Classroom learning is supple-
mented with relevant community service fol-
lowed by self-assessment through group re-
flection. The concept of Service Learning is
not new; the innovation is in promoting it as
an essential part of the higher learning experi-
ence.

Dr. Rudy Garcia started the TVI Service
Learning program in 1995 with 30 local non-
profit agencies and 45 students. Ten years
later, over 8,000 students have participated in
nearly 42,000 hours of education-based com-
munity service. Funded by grants, this initia-
tive has achieved program sustainability by
building agency partnerships to deliver unique
and relevant learning experiences for students
while meeting community needs. The TVI
Service Learning program fosters an ethic of
civic engagement, best illustrated by the 35%
of students who stay on as agency volunteers
after completing the required hours for their
program.

Service Learning at TVI is more than just
volunteerism; students translate what they
have learned in the classroom into hands-on
experiences that develop skills for future em-
ployment. The non-profit community agencies
are mentors to the Service Learners and part-
ners to the educators who strive to increase
academic success and student retention.
Local employers also benefit, as Service
Learning helps build a stronger, more experi-
enced labor pool; a college degree combined
with related work experience is the key to suc-
cess in today’s job market.

Dr. Garcia’s Service Learning program has
won numerous awards, including the Commu-
nity Engagement Collaboration Award and the
National Bellwether Award for Best Commu-
nity College Instruction Program. The Campus
Compact has designated TVI a Training Col-
lege for institutions interested in Service
Learning, Civic Responsibility and Community
Partnerships. TVI and Dr. Garcia were also
selected by the Pew Partnership for Civic
Change to provide their Leadership Training
program.

Mr. Speaker, | have had many Service
Learners in my district offices, and as a public
servant | welcome every opportunity to mentor
these students in community service and civic
responsibility. | endeavor to provide relevant
work experience, while recognizing the tre-
mendous contribution of our Service Learning
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students as they apply these leadership prin-
ciples and become peer mentors and role
models in our community.

——————

GULF ISLANDS NATIONAL
SEASHORE GRANT RECOGNITION

HON. JEFF MILLER

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. MILLER of Florida. | rise today to recog-
nize Gulf Islands National Seashore for receiv-
ing a grant from the National Park Foundation
and Unilever.

Unilever's Recycling at Work competitive
grants program funds enhancement projects
such as seating, boardwalks, overlooks, pull-
outs and educational/interpretive displays
using sustainable lumber throughout the Na-
tional Park System. The projects highlight the
environmental leadership of the National Park
Service in demonstrating how people may live
more lightly on the land through the use of
sustainable materials and techniques.

In Northwest Florida, Gulf Islands National
Seashore is proud to be a part of this pro-
gram. As a result of the generous grant, the
park will construct the only accessible nature
trail on the seashore. This trail will be a uni-
versal design boardwalk made of recyclable
materials which will not only enhance the visi-
tors’ experience, but will also protect the frag-
ile underbrush of the forest.

Mr. Speaker, this grant, in conjunction with
the Florida National Trails Association’s hard
work and manpower, will greatly benefit all
those who visit Northwest Florida’s scenic
wonders. |, along with Northwest Florida, am
very appreciative of Unilever's generosity.

————

INTRODUCING THE MEDICARE
MENTAL HEALTH MODERNIZA-
TION ACT OF 2005

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to introduce
the Medicare Mental Health Modernization Act
of 2005. Medicare’s mental health coverage is
woefully inadequate. Instead of the standard
20 percent coinsurance payment required of
beneficiaries, mental health services require a
50 percent copayment. Further, only limited
community-based treatments are covered and,
unlike treatment for physical iliness, there is a
190-day lifetime cap on mental health hos-
pitalization days. The bill we are introducing
today eliminates this blatant mental health dis-
crimination under Medicare and modernizes
the Medicare mental health benefit to meet to-
day’s standards of care.

One in five members of our senior popu-
lation displays mental difficulties that are not
part of the normal aging process. In primary
care settings, over a third of senior citizens
demonstrate symptoms of depression and im-
paired social functioning. Yet only one out of
every three mentally ill seniors receives the
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mental health services he/she needs. Older
adults also have the highest rate of suicide of
any segment of our population. In addition,
mental illness is the single largest diagnostic
category for Medicare beneficiaries on dis-
ability. There is a critical need for effective and
accessible mental health care for the Medicare
population. Recent research has found a di-
rect relationship between treating depression
in older adults and improved physical func-
tioning associated with independent living. Un-
fortunately, the current structure of Medicare
mental health benefits is inadequate and pre-
sents multiple barriers to access of essential
treatment. This bill addresses these problems.

The Medicare Mental Health Modernization
Act of 2005 is a straightforward bill that im-
proves Medicare’s mental health benefits as
follows:

It reduces the discriminatory co-payment for
outpatient mental health services from 50 per-
cent to the 20 percent level charged for most
other Part B medical services.

It eliminates the arbitrary 190-day lifetime
cap on inpatient services in psychiatric hos-
pitals.

It improves beneficiary access to mental
health services by including within Medicare a
number of community-based residential and
intensive outpatient mental health services
that characterize today’s state-of-the-art clin-
ical practices.

It further improves access to needed mental
health services by addressing the shortage of
qualified mental health professionals serving
older and disabled Americans in rural and
other medically underserved areas by allowing
state licensed marriage and family therapists
and mental health counselors to provide Medi-
care-covered services.

Similarly, it corrects a legislative oversight
that will facilitate the provision of mental health
services by clinical social workers within
skilled nursing facilities.

It requires the Secretary of Health and
Human Services to conduct a study to exam-
ine whether the Medicare criteria to cover
therapeutic services to beneficiaries with Alz-
heimer's and related cognitive disorders dis-
criminates by being too restrictive.

The push for mental health parity is ongo-
ing. We've made important strides forward for
the under-65 population. Twenty-three states
have already enacted full mental health parity
and the Federal Employees Health Benefits
Plan was improved in 2001 to assure that all
federal employees and members of Congress
are provided mental health parity. In April
2002, President Bush called for Congress to
enact legislation to provide equivalence for pri-
vate sector health insurance coverage of men-
tal and physical conditions (though he has yet
to endorse any legislation to achieve that
goal).

What has been too-often missing from this
overall mental health parity debate is the fact
that the Medicare program continues to fail to
meet the mental health needs of America’s
seniors and those with disabilities. That’'s why
we've introduced the Medicare Mental Health
Modernization Act. That's also why this bill
has received support from numerous mental
health advocacy and provider organizations in-
cluding: the National Alliance for the Mentally
lll, the Federation of Families for Children’s
Mental Health, the American Association of
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Geriatric Psychiatry, the American Psycho-
logical Association, the American Association
for Marriage and Family Therapy, the Amer-
ican Mental Health Counselors Association,
and the Clinical Social Work Federation.

It is past time for us to take action with re-
gard to Medicare’s inadequate mental health
benefits. Over the years, Congress has up-
dated Medicare’s benefits for treatment of
physical illnesses as the practice of medicine
has changed. The mental health field has un-
dergone many advances over the past several
decades. Effective, research-validated inter-
ventions have been developed for many men-
tal conditions that affect stricken beneficiaries.
Most mental conditions no longer require long-
term hospitalizations, and can be effectively
treated in less restrictive community settings.
This bill recognizes these advances in clinical
treatment practices and adjusts Medicare’s
mental health coverage to account for them.

The Medicare Mental Health Modernization
Act of 2005 removes discriminatory features
from the Medicare mental health benefits and
helps facilitate access to up-to-date and af-
fordable mental health services for our elderly
and disabled. | encourage my colleagues to
support its passage into law.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF STEVE LA MANTIA

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Steve La
Mantia, Junior Achievement of Laredo Busi-
ness Hall of Fame Laureate.

Mr. La Mantia grew up in McAllen, Texas,
with his three brothers and sisters. He de-
scribes himself as having “grown up farming”
on his family’s farm on Mines Road. From an
early age, he loved sports, and the persist-
ence and competition that sports embody
have become guiding values in his life.

He graduated from McAllen high school,
where he played football, and attended college
at Texas A&M, where he served as a referee.
As a businessman, Mr. La Mantia has been
tremendously dedicated to giving back to the
educational community. Since 1991, he has
been raising money for the Hispanic Scholar-
ship Fund. In 2002, his family founded
STARS: South Texas Academic Rising Schol-
ars. STARS now provides students from the
lower 22 counties of South Texas scholarship
money to attend the college of their choice.

Mr. La Mantia is one of his community’s
most successful businessmen, working as
Vice President and part owner of L&F distribu-
tors in Laredo. His work is a testament to the
power of family businesses to thrive and cre-
ate growth for our communities.

Mr. Steve La Mantia is a loyal Texan, a
dedicated volunteer and philanthropist, and an
exemplary businessman. | am happy that he
has been chosen to receive the Laredo Junior
Achievement Hall of Fame award, and | am
proud to have had the chance to recognize
him here today.
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90TH COMMEMORATION OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. MAURICE D. HINCHEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Mr. HINCHEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in re-
membrance of the Armenian Genocide—one
of the most horrific tragedies of the 20th cen-
tury. Beginning on April 24, 1915, leaders of
the Ottoman Empire began murdering thou-
sands of Armenian people. By 1923, the num-
ber of Armenians murdered was over 1.5 mil-
lion. Yet, in spite of irrefutable evidence, the
United States of America and the Republic of
Turkey have consistently refused to officially
acknowledge that the Armenians were victims
of genocide.

The Armenian Genocide is a historical event
that cannot be denied or forgotten. It is vital
for Turkey to recognize that this tragedy took
place on its soil. Turkey should follow the ex-
ample of Germany in its swift commendation
and acknowledgement of the Holocaust. It is
also equally vital for the United States to offi-
cially recognize the Armenian Genocide, just
as many other governments have.

In 2000 the European Parliament officially
recognized the Armenian Genocide. The fol-
lowing year the French Parliament recognized
it as well. Many attempts have also been
made by the U.S. Congress to officially recog-
nize the Armenian Genocide. These attempts,
however, have been scuttled by successive
administrations for fear of disrupting our stra-
tegic relationship with Turkey. While | certainly
value Turkey’s friendship, as a world leader,
the U.S. must officially acknowledge the Arme-
nian Genocide. Not doing so sets an ex-
tremely poor example for the rest of the world
and denies the victims of this horrific tragedy
the proper reverence they deserve.

———

90TH COMMEMORATION OF THE
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

SPEECH OF

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 26, 2005

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to join
with Armenians throughout the United States,
Armenia, and the world in commemorating the
90th anniversary of the Armenian genocide,
one of the darkest episodes in Europe’s recent
past. This week, members and friends of the
Armenian community gather to remember April
24, 1915, when the arrest and murder of 200
Armenian politicians, academics, and commu-
nity leaders in Constantinople marked the be-
ginning of an 8-year campaign of extermi-
nation against the Armenian people by the
Ottoman Empire.

Between 1915 and 1923, approximately 1.5
million Armenians were killed and more than
500,000 were exiled to the desert to die of
thirst or starvation. The Armenian genocide
was the first mass murder of the 20th century,
a century that was sadly to be marked by
many similar attempts at racial or ethnic exter-
mination, from the Holocaust to the Rwandan
genocide and now the ongoing genocide in
Darfur, Sudan.
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In the 90 years since the beginning of this
genocide, we have learned the importance of
commemorating these tragic events. In 1939,
after invading Poland and relocating most
Jews to labor or death camps, Hitler cynically
defended his own actions by asking, “Who re-
members the Armenians?” Just a few years
later, 6 million Jews were dead. Now is the
time when we must answer Hitler's question
with a clear voice: We remember the Arme-
nians, and we stand resolved that genocide is
a crime against all humanity. We must remem-
ber the legacy of the Armenian genocide and
we must speak out against such tragedies to
ensure that no similar evil occurs again.

While today is the day in which we solemnly
remember the victims of the Armenian geno-
cide, | believe it is also a day in which we can
celebrate the extraordinary vitality and
strength of the Armenian people, who have
fought successfully to preserve their culture
and identity for over a thousand years. The
Armenian people withstood the horrors of
genocide, two world wars, and several dec-
ades of Soviet dominance in order to establish
modern Armenia. Armenia has defiantly rebuilt
itself as a nation and a society—a triumph of
human spirit in the face of overwhelming ad-
versity.

It is my firm belief that it is only by learning
from and commemorating the past can we
work toward a future free from racial, ethnic,
and religious hate. By acknowledging the Ar-
menian genocide and speaking out against the
principles by which it was conducted, we can
send a clear message: never again.

—

ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. SUE W. KELLY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 6) to ensure jobs
for our future with secure, affordable, and re-
liable energy.

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Chairman, | regret that |
missed last week’s votes during House con-
sideration of the Energy Policy Act of 2005
due to a death in my family. | wanted to take
this opportunity to talk about some of the im-
portant issues which came up during this de-
bate.

For the past several years, fluctuating and
high energy prices have caused a severe bur-
den on American consumers and businesses.
Without a comprehensive energy policy in
place our economic and national security con-
tinues to be affected. Unfortunately, the bill
passed by the House falls short regarding
some very important issues, and | wanted to
take an opportunity to state my concerns on
this matter.

| remain opposed to drilling in the Arctic Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, ANWR, and will con-
tinue to support the removal of this provision
from a final energy bill. | have continually sup-
ported amendments, similar to the one offered
by Mr. MARKEY which protects ANWR from ex-
ploration and development. Drilling in the Arc-
tic would do little to address our country’s
long-term energy needs, and the cost to a crit-
ical environmental asset would be substantial.

April 27, 2005

| also support the amendment offered by
Reprentative CAPPS regarding MTBE contami-
nation. As we now know, this highly-soluble
additive is contaminating our water and posing
a threat to our communities by leaking out of
underground storage tanks and from gasoline
spills and spreading rapidly into groundwater.
The current circumstances demonstrate that
our reliance on MTBE has resulted in harmful
side-effects. We need energy policies which
promote the use of cleaner burning fuels that
do not endanger our water supply. By phas-
ing-out the use of MTBE and allowing states
to pursue alternative courses to meeting
strong clean air standards, significant strides
might be made in our effort to create sensible,
well-rounded environmental policies. The
Town of Wappinger and the Village of
Pawling, two water providers in my district,
have filed suit against oil companies because
of MTBE contamination of their drinking water
sources. I've also heard from residents in the
Town of Highlands, who have expressed to
me their opposition to a proposal that would
retroactively apply the product liability waiver
to October 1, 2003. | opposed this provision
when it was included in the energy bill consid-
ered by the House in the last Congress. My
colleague, Mrs. CAPPS offered a sound
amendment which would ensure that the oil
and chemical industries remain fully liable in
order to ensure that public health and safety
are protected. Though the amendment unfor-
tunately failed, | will continue to work with my
colleagues on this provision to ensure my
communities are protected.

The time has come to reform our Corporate
Average Fuel Economy, CAFE, standards for
vehicles. As my record indicates, | have con-
sistently voted in favor of amendments which
will do just that. This year, my colleague from
New York, Mr. BOEHLERT offered a smart
amendment to increase the fuel economy of
America’s vehicles to 33 miles per gallon by
2015. America’s cars and trucks consume
over 8 million barrels of oil per day and are a
major source of the heat-trapping pollution that
causes global warming. We could safely
achieve 33 miles per gallon and not only save
American consumers money at the gas pumps
but curb global warming emissions.

The encouragement of a more domestic
production of oil with incentives such as a
streamlined permit process, promotes a great-
er refining capacity to bring more oil to market,
and increases the gasoline supply by stopping
the proliferation of expensive regional boutique
fuels. The nation needs to reduce its dan-
gerous dependence on foreign oil. Mr. WAX-
MAN’s amendment advances this policy by al-
lowing new domestic oil and gas exploration
and development by authorizing expansion of
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve’s capacity to
1 billion barrels.

We need a clean fuels program that will
help reduce smog in afflicted areas, primarily
the eastern half of the country, which has the
greatest smog problems. More than 150 mil-
lion Americans live in areas where EPA has
determined that ground-level ozone or smog
levels are high enough to cause serious health
problems. | continue to be a supporter of the
Clean Smokestacks Act, which calls for signifi-
cant emission reductions for sulfur dioxide,
mercury, nitrogen oxide and carbon dioxide,
and have made it clear to the EPA my opposi-
tion to any modifications to the Clean Air Act
which will increase pollution.
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Thank you for the opportunity to comment
on several key provisions contained in the
House-passed energy bill.

——————

LEGISLATION ESTABLISHING THE
NORTHERN BORDER COORDI-
NATOR IN THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | am
pleased to introduce legislation that would es-
tablish the position of Northern Border Coordi-
nator in the Department of Homeland Security.

The northern border spans twelve states
and over 3,000 miles. My congressional dis-
trict, which includes Niagara Falls and Buffalo,
serves as an annual gateway for 14.5 million
individuals who enter the United States across
the Niagara River bi-national bridges. The
Peace Bridge, connecting Buffalo to Fort Erie,
is the country’s busiest border crossing, with
over 1.3 million trucks and 20 billion dollars of
commerce passing over it each year. More
broadly, Canada is our nation’s single largest
trading partner, with total trade activity ex-
ceeding $400 billion.

Mr. Speaker, in the wake of the September
11, 2001 attacks, there is a new awareness
that the northern border can also serve as an
opening for terrorists, weapons of mass de-
struction, and other hazardous materials. Even
today, there are many areas along the north-
ern border that lack sufficient personnel and
resources to provide border security. Our na-
tion must act to thwart terrorists who attempt
to abuse the open relationship between our
two countries. It is important that enhanced
border security along the U.S.-Canadian bor-
der be overseen in a coordinated manner
among federal, state and local law enforce-
ment and first responders.

For this reason, | have introduced legislation
that would establish the position of Northern
Border Coordinator at the Department of
Homeland Security. The Northern Border Co-
ordinator would be responsible for increasing
the security of the border between the U.S.
and Canada; improving the coordination
among the agencies responsible for homeland
security; serving as the primary liaison with
the state and local governments and law en-
forcement agencies in matters regarding bor-
der security; and serving as a liaison with the
Canadian government.

It is critical that we devote the personnel
and technology necessary to ensure our secu-
rity while maintaining strong channels for
trade. A position within the Department of
Homeland Security dedicated towards these
goals is a step in the right direction.

——
HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF BUDDY ALBRO, NORMA

KRUEGER ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Buddy
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Albro, Norma Krueger Elementary School Pri-
mary Campus Teacher of the Year.

Mr. Albro decided to enter the profession of
teaching relatively late in life. Previously, he
had been a successful worker in the oil and
gas industry. He decided that he wanted to
make a difference in the lives of children, and
went back to school at Southwest Texas State
University, where he graduated with honors.

He has now been a teacher with the Marion
Independent School District for eight years,
seven of which were spent teaching the third
and fourth grades. Currently, he is the ele-
mentary physical education teacher for grades
K-5.

Mr. Albro believes that every child has the
potential to do great things, and he works hard
to make learning fun for his students. He be-
lieves that the most important component of
an elementary education is becoming a good
reader; this skill, he feels, sets the stage for a
lifetime of success.

Mr. Buddy Albro is an outstanding educator,
dedicated to the welfare and happiness of the
children of Marion. His dedication is a tremen-
dous example for other educators, and | am
happy to have the opportunity to honor him
here today.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE AMERICAN CAN-
CER SOCIETY ON THE OCCASION
OF MAKING STRIDES AGAINST
BREAST CANCER

HON. GWEN MOORE

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express my gratitude to the
American Cancer Society for its outstanding
efforts to combat breast cancer.

On May 1, the American Cancer Society will
host its annual event, Making Strides Against
Breast Cancer. This year, Making Strides
Against Breast Cancer will invite local resi-
dents to participate in a non-competitive walk
along Milwaukee’s lakefront to raise money to
fight breast cancer and to educate our citizens
about prevention, detection and treatment.

| am particularly thankful for their work be-
cause | know the devastating effects of breast
cancer on individuals and families in my dis-
trict. Those who lack awareness of the dis-
ease are less likely to follow basic prevention
and detection protocols. Too many women die
of this disease when early detection and treat-
ment might have saved their lives.

Throughout the year the American Cancer
Society works hard to make a difference in the
lives of Wisconsin residents, promoting cancer
awareness and prevention. It is a pleasure to
take this opportunity to recognize their con-
tributions to the communities in the Fourth
Congressional District, and to say thank you.
| wish them good weather for a successful
event and another year of commendable work.
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RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CONGRESSIONAL
YOUTH LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

HON. JOHN SHIMKUS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to the Congressional Youth Lead-
ership Council (CYLC) as it celebrates its 20th
Anniversary. Since its founding in 1985, the
Council has been successfully committed to its
mission to foster and inspire young people to
achieve their full leadership potential.

CYLC has directly impacted over 200,000
young men and women representing all 50
states, the District of Columbia, the American
territories, and over 100 countries around the
world since its founding. From the State of llli-
nois alone, more than 3,000 students have
participated in at least one of the Council’s dy-
namic programs. These scholars are well-
rounded in their academic achievements and
demonstrated leadership abilities.

The educational programs offered by the
council create opportunities for leaders of all
ages to have a unique experience with each
program. Beginning with the Junior National
Young Leaders Conference (JrNYLC) and the
National Young Leaders State Conference
(NYLSC), students are challenged to under-
stand their own leadership skills through the
context of American history and self-evalua-
tion. The National Young Leaders Conference
(NYLC) and the Global Young Leaders Con-
ference (GYLC), provide outstanding young
leaders of tomorrow the opportunity to meet
the national and global leaders of today. Dur-
ing that time they explore, question, and dis-
cuss critical issues facing all of us.

The comprehensive curriculum focuses on
learning through experience—simulations, role
playing, debate and, most importantly, per-
sonal interaction among students and today’s
leaders that fosters open dialog, new perspec-
tives, and cultural exchanges. All of these ele-
ments combine to create an atmosphere of in-
spiration that energizes young men and
women to return to their homes, communities,
and schools with the tools and drive to be ef-
fective leaders both today and for many years
to come. Please join me in congratulating the
Congressional Youth Leadership Council on
20 years of positively impacting the lives of
this nation’s and the world’s future leaders.

STRATEGIC COMMUNICATION ACT

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, | agree
with those who say that the Global War on
Terrorism is actually a Global War of Ideas
and that terrorism is one of the tactics used in
that War. Military power, alone, will not win
this War nor can it ensure our safety against
those willing to destroy themselves as they
murder as many Americans as possible.

The Global War of Ideas must be waged on
many fronts—military, diplomatic, economic. It
must include intelligence activities abroad and
homeland security efforts here at home. It
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must involve our allies and friends around the
world.

One critical aspect of this War involves what
| believe can best be labeled as “Strategic
Communication.” Strategic Communication is
not marketing; it is not simplistic slogans; it is
not simply looking for better ways to tell the
world how good we are. Strategic Commu-
nication is deeper and more sophisticated than
that. It is how we communicate with—and thus
relate to—the rest of the world.

It includes public diplomacy (how we com-
municate with people outside of the United
States), public affairs (how we communicate
with Americans and the media), international
broadcasting, and various governmental infor-
mation operations programs. It must, of
course, utilize and take into account ever-
evolving technologies.

Any communication begins with listening
and understanding, which is certainly where
Strategic Communication must begin. We can-
not conduct a poll or two and assume we
know what the people think. We have to un-
derstand history, culture, traditions, values,
and anxieties. Without that understanding, any
attempt at communicating, much less influ-
encing, will be futile. Our understanding must
extend to networks of influence within soci-
eties and to the factors which influence human
behavior.

In addition to understanding attitudes and
cultures, Strategic Communication involves
engaging in a dialogue of ideas, advising pol-
icy makers of the implications of various deci-
sion choices, and developing and imple-
menting communication strategies that can
help shape attitudes and behaviors. It involves
the work not only of the Department of State,
but also the Department of Defense, the Intel-
ligence Community, and others.

Needless to say, Strategic Communication
is a massive job that directly affects the na-
tional security of the United States for genera-
tions to come.

A number of studies since the 9/11 at-
tacks—and some even prior—have empha-
sized the importance of Strategic Communica-
tions and have also found that the United
States efforts have been quite deficient. One
recent report, which | found particularly help-
ful, was issued by the Defense Science Board
Task Force on Strategic Communication,
chaired by Mr. Vincent Vitto.

The Defense Science Board report provides
a context for the importance of Strategic Com-
munications, and it offers a number of rec-
ommendations. Many of those recommenda-
tions require action by the Executive Branch,
but some require Congressional action as
well. The report’s bottom line is that the U.S.
needs a “dramatically more disciplined, me-
thodical, and strategic approach to global
communications.”

In considering the many aspects of Strategic
Communications, there are some things only
government can do. But, government does not
have all of the answers or all of the expertise
needed to successfully wage this War. Those
outside government have much to contribute.
To be truly successful, there must be a coop-
erative partnership between government and
the private sector.

The bill I am introducing today, H.R. 1869,
the “Strategic Communication Act of 2005,”
will help provide a framework for that partner-
ship. Implementing one of the recommenda-
tions of the Defense Science Board study, the
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bill creates a nonpartisan, non-profit Center for
Strategic Communication to be at the intersec-
tion of government and private sector efforts in
Strategic Communication. As a nongovern-
mental entity, the Center can take advantage
of the experience and expertise of those out-
side of government who may be unwilling or
unable to work within government but would
like the opportunity to contribute. It would also
allow greater flexibility than government regu-
lations sometimes permit.

While no one wants to duplicate essential
governmental functions, the Defense Science
Board’s report suggests that a non-profit Cen-
ter would have three primary purposes:

1. To provide information and analysis to ci-
vilian and military decision-makers;

2. to develop plans and programs to create
and implement U.S. communication strategies;
and

3. to support government strategic commu-
nications. Among the areas in which the Cen-
ter can contribute are: polling and analysis,
cultural influence analysis, media influences
analysis, fostering cross cultural exchanges,
sub-contracting to the commercial and aca-
demic sectors for a range of products and pro-
grams, mobilizing non-government initiatives,
such as temporary communication teams, and
continually monitoring and evaluating effective-
ness.

Mr. Speaker, let me make clear that | under-
stand, as did the Defense Science Board, that
the War of Ideas is about much more than
communications strategies. It is also about
policies and actions, some of which are not
popular in various regions of the world. The
Defense Science Board report noted that poli-
cies and strategic communications cannot be
separated.

But effective communication is also an es-
sential part of any effort to make the world a
safer place. As the Defense Science Board
noted, “Strategic Communication is a vital
component of U.S. national security. It is in
crisis and must be transformed with a strength
of purpose that matches our commitment to
diplomacy, defense, intelligence, law enforce-
ment, and homeland security.”

| believe that this proposal and the entire list
of recommendations by the Defense Science
Board can make a major contribution to this
effort.

ASSAULT WEAPONS BAN

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, the so-called
Assault Weapons ban passed in 1994 has
now been expired for seven months and our
nation has yet to feel the ill effects proponents
of the ’94 legislation predicted. The following
article by Deborah Sontag of the New York
Times, provides a great description of how lit-
tle has changed since the ban was lifted. Mr.
Speaker, | would like to insert this article into
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

[From the New York Times, Apr. 24, 2005]
MANY SAY END OF FIREARM BAN CHANGED
LITTLE
(By Deborah Sontag)

Despite dire predictions that the streets
would be awash in military-style guns, the
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expiration of the decade-long assault weap-
ons ban last September has not set off a sus-
tained surge in the weapons’ sales, gun mak-
ers and sellers say. It also has not caused
any noticeable increase in gun crime in the
past seven months, according to several met-
ropolitan police departments.

The uneventful expiration of the assault
weapons ban did not surprise gun owners, nor
did it surprise some advocates of gun con-
trol. Rather, it underscored what many of
them had said all along: that the ban was po-
rous—so porous that assault weapons re-
mained widely available throughout their
prohibition.

‘“The whole time that the American public
thought there was an assault weapons ban,
there never really was one,” said Kristen
Rand, legislative director of the Violence
Policy Center, a gun control group.

What’s more, law enforcement officials say
that military-style weapons, which were
never used in many gun crimes but did enjoy
some vogue in the years before the ban took
effect, seem to have gone out of style in
criminal circles.

“Back in the early 90’s, criminals wanted
those Rambo-type weapons they could bran-
dish,” said Jim Pasco, executive director of
the Fraternal Order of Police. “Today they
are much happier with a 9-millimeter hand-
gun they can stick in their belt.”

When the ban took effect in 1994, it ex-
empted more than 1.5 million assault weap-
ons already in private hands. Over the next
10 years, at least 1.17 million more assault
weapons were produced—legitimately—by
manufacturers that availed themselves of
loopholes in the law, according to an anal-
ysis of firearms production data by the Vio-
lence Policy Center.

Throughout the decade-long ban, for in-
stance, the gun manufacturer DPMS/Panther
Arms of Minnesota continued selling assault
rifles to civilians by the tens of thousands.
In compliance with the ban, the firearms
manufacturer ‘‘sporterized’” the military-
style weapons, sawing off bayonet lugs, se-
curing stocks so they were not collapsible
and adding muzzle brakes. But the changes
did not alter the guns’ essence; they were
still semiautomatic rifles with pistol grips.

After the ban expired in September, DPMS
reintroduced its full-featured weapons to the
civilian market and enjoyed a slight spike in
sales. That increase was short-lived, how-
ever, and predictably so, said Randy E. Luth,
the company’s owner.

“I never thought the sunset of the ban
would be that big a deal,”” Mr. Luth said.

No gun production data are yet available
for the seven months since the ban expired.
And some gun-control advocates say they
don’t trust the self-reporting of gun industry
representatives, who may want to play down
the volume of their sales to ward off a re-
vival of the ban.

Indeed, a replica of the ban is again before
the Senate.

“In my view, the assault weapons legisla-
tion was working,” said Senator Dianne
Feinstein, Democrat of California, a chief
sponsor of the new bill. “It was drying up
supply and driving up prices. The number of
those guns used in crimes dropped because
they were less available.” Assault weapons
account for a small fraction of gun crimes:
about 2 percent, according to most studies,
and no more than 8 percent. But they have
been used in many high-profile shooting
sprees. The snipers in the 2002 Washington-
area shootings, for instance, used semiauto-
matic assault rifles that were copycat
versions of banned carbines.

Gun crime has plummeted since the early
1990’s. But a study for the National Institute
of Justice said that it could not ‘‘clearly
credit the ban with any of the nation’s re-
cent drops in gun violence.”” Research for the
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study in several cities did show a significant
decline in the criminal use of assault weap-
ons during the ban. According to the study,
however, that decline was offset by the
‘“‘steady or rising use’’ of other guns equipped
with high-capacity magazines—ammunition-
feeding devices that hold more than 10
rounds.

While the 1994 ban prohibited the manufac-
ture and sale of such magazines, it did not
outlaw an estimated 25 million of them al-
ready in circulation, nor did it stop the im-
portation of millions more into the country.

Senator Feinstein said she wished she
could outlaw the ‘“‘flood of big clips” from
abroad, calling that the ‘‘one big loophole”’
in the ban. But that would require amending
the bill, and Republicans like Senator John
W. Warner of Virginia and Senator Mike
DeWine of Ohio are willing to back it only
without amendments, she said.

Some gun-control advocates say it is
pointless to reintroduce the 1994 ban without
amending it to include large magazines and
a wider range of guns. They see more prom-
ise in enacting or strengthening state or
local bans. Seven states—California, Con-
necticut, Hawaii, Massachusetts, Maryland,
New Jersey and New York—already have
bans, most based on the federal one. The
model ban, gun-control advocates say, is a
comprehensive one in California (referred to
as ‘“‘Commiefornia’ on some gun enthusiast
Web sites).

The Fraternal Order of Police has not
made a new federal ban a legislative pri-
ority, either. Mr. Pasco, the organization’s
director, said he could not recall a single
“inquiry from the field about the reauthor-
ization of the ban—and we have 330,000 mem-
bers who are very vocal.”

“In 1994, I was the principal administration
lobbyist on this ban,” said Mr. Pasco, who
then worked for the federal Bureau of Alco-
hol, Tobacco and Firearms. ‘‘But here we are
10 years later, and these weapons do not ap-
pear to pose any more significant threat to
law enforcement officers than other weapons
of similar caliber and capability.”

The ban made it illegal to possess or sell a
semiautomatic weapon manufactured after
September 1994 if the weapon accepted a de-
tachable magazine and contained at least
two features from a list that included pro-
truding pistol grips and threaded muzzles.
The ban outlawed 19 weapons by name,
among them some foreign semiautomatics
already banned under the 1989 firearms im-
portation law, which still stands.

But gun manufacturers increased produc-
tion of assault weapons while the ban was
being debated. Then, by making minor
changes in design, they were able to produce,
as they called them, ‘‘post-ban’ assault
weapons that were the functional equivalent
of the originals.

Colt came out with a ‘‘sporterized’ version
of its popular AR-15 semiautomatic rifle,
leaving off some military features that were
“meaningless as far as its lethality,” said
Carlton S. Chen, vice president and general
counsel for Colt.

““People might think it looks less evil,”
Mr. Chen said, ‘‘but it’s the same weapon. It
was a hoax, a Congressional hoax, to ban all
these different features.”

Mr. Pasco of the police organization dis-
agreed. ‘“We knew exactly what we were
doing by trying to ban guns with certain fea-
tures,” he said. ‘“While it didn’t affect their
function or capability, those features, at
that point in time, seemed to make those
weapons more attractive to those who want-
ed to commit crimes.”

Gun-control advocates say military-style
semiautomatics do not belong in civilian
hands. ““They are weapons of war,” Senator
Feinstein said, ‘‘and you don’t need these as-
sault weapons to hunt.”
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Gun makers, however, say the weapons do
have sporting uses, in hunting and in target
shooting. ‘“People buy these rifles because
they’re fun to shoot and they perform well,”’
Mr. Luth of DPMS said. ‘“They also like
them because you can jazz them up like you
can your car. You can custom-paint them,
put on a multitude of handguards or
buttstocks.”

Some collectors simply admire certain
guns. Charles Cuzalina, a gun dealer in OKkla-
homa who specializes in banned weapons, is
taken with the Colt AR-15.

“I just like the look of the weapon,” Mr.
Cuzalina said. ‘“When I bought my first, I
went out on the farm shooting at a pie plate,
and I realized how accurate it makes you.
You think you’re the world’s best shot.”’

Mark Westrom, owner of Armal.ite Inc., a
gun maker in Illinois, said prey hunters and
target shooters did not miss bayonet lugs
and other features that disappeared with the
post-ban rifles. Collectors looking for an
exact civilian replica of a military rifle,
however, consider the removal of a bayonet
lug ‘‘a matter of design defacement,” Mr.
Westrom said.

Several manufacturers are offering factory
conversions or selling Kits so gun owners can
retrofit their post-ban weapons. They are
also increasing their production of pre-ban
weapons and decreasing production of post-
ban weapons.

Many gun store owners say that sales of
assault weapons spiked briefly in September
and October. Gun dealers sought to cap-
italize on the ban’s sunset and, during the
presidential campaign, to raise the specter of
a tougher ban if John Kerry won.

“We view this time as a ‘pause’ and urge
you to take advantage of the opportunity to
exercise your Second Amendment rights,”
Tapco, a shooting and military gear com-
pany, said on its Web site last fall. ‘““Anti-
gun politicians learned much over the past 10
years. They will surely not leave as many
loopholes in future legislation.”

After President Bush was re-elected and
the novelty of the ban’s expiration waned,
sales leveled off at many gun shops. But
Mike Mathews, the owner of Gunworld in Del
City, OkKkla., said sales had been holding
steady at a higher level.

Norm Giguere of Norm’s Gun & Ammo in
Biddeford, Me., on the other hand, said that
he had not sold any military-style semiauto-
matic rifles since right after the Sept. 11 ter-
rorist attacks, and that the gun business in
general was ‘‘going down the tubes.”

Mr. Luth of DPMS, however, said that his
sales had been increasing for years, to the
law enforcement community, the civilian
market and an unexpected new clientele.
“We’ve picked up new customers with the
troops returning from Iraq,”’ he said, ‘‘who
had never shot an AR-15 before and now
want one.”

The war in Iraq has had another unin-
tended consequence for the marketplace.
Colt, one of the biggest manufacturers, has
decided against putting its AR-15 back on
the civilian market because the company is
backlogged with military orders.

Unlike assault weapons, high-capacity
magazines, which are used with many guns,
have been selling briskly since the ban ended
because prices have dropped considerably.

““The only thing Clinton ever did for us was
drive up the price of magazines,” said a
weapons specialist named Stuart at
TargetMaster, a shooting range and gun shop
in Garland, Tex. (He declined to give his last
name.) ‘A 17-round Glock magazine crept up
to $150 during the ban. It’s $75 now.”’

Since September, the Web site of Taurus
International Manufacturing Inc., a major
maker of small arms, has celebrated the de-
mise of the prohibition on magazines, flash-
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ing in red letters, ‘10 years of 10 rounds are
over!”

———

HONORING MAJOR GENERAL
GEORGE W. KEEFE IN RECOGNI-
TION OF HIS SERVICE AS ADJU-
TANT GENERAL OF THE MASSA-
CHUSETTS NATIONAL GUARD

HON. MICHAEL E. CAPUANO

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
the career of Major General George W. Keefe,
who recently retired from his post as the 41st
Adjutant General of the Massachusetts Na-
tional Guard. Major General Keefe, appointed
interim Adjutant General on July 24, 1999, and
Adjutant General January 7, 2000, was the
first Air Force officer to hold this position.

Born and raised in Northampton, Massachu-
setts, Major General Keefe attended Holyoke
College, where he received an Associate in
Business degree. He joined the Massachu-
setts Air National Guard in 1956 as a Crash
Fire Rescue Specialist and rose to the enlisted
rank of Master Sergeant in Westfield’s 104th
Tactical Fighter Group.

Upon becoming an officer, Major General
Keefe served in various capacities within the
Massachusetts Air National Guard, including
the 104th Combat Support Squadron Per-
sonnel Officer, Base Supply Operations Offi-
cer, Comptroller, and Chief of Supply. His
leadership abilities elevated him to the posi-
tions of Commander of the 104th Resource
Management Squadron, and Deputy Com-
mander for Resources for the 104th Tactical
Fighter Group. In 1993, the Major General be-
came the Group’s Vice Commander. Major
General Keefe was selected as the Vice-Com-
mander for the Massachusetts Air National
Guard in 1994 and assumed the position of
Assistant Adjutant General for Air in 1995.

As Adjutant General, Major General Keefe
was the Governor’s senior military advisor re-
sponsible for protecting life and property, pre-
serving peace, order, and public safety in
times of natural disaster and civil emergency.
He also had a responsibility to the Chief of the
National Guard Bureau for providing oper-
ationally trained, equipped and mission-ready
forces to support national security objectives.

Major General Keefe is enshrined in the
U.S. Air Force Enlisted Heritage Hall at Max-
well AFB as one of the only general officers
who enlisted as an E-1, was promoted
through the ranks to E-7, and then rose
through the officer ranks from First Lieutenant
to Major General. He holds several distinc-
tions, including being the last member in uni-
form who served in the Berlin Call-up, serving
at Plattsburg AFB from October 1961 to Sep-
tember 1962.

Among his awards and decorations, Major
General Keefe has received the Legion of
Merit, Meritorious Service Medal, Air Force
Commendation Medal, Air Force Outstanding
Unit Award (with three oak leaf clusters), Air
Reserve Forces Meritorious Service Medal,
National Defense Service Medal (with Bronze
Star), Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, and
Armed Forces Service Medal. The Major Gen-
eral also has been awarded the Air Force Lon-
gevity Service Ribbon (with nine oak leaf clus-
ters), Armed Forces Reserve Medal (with gold
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and bronze hourglass device), Small Arms Ex-
pert Marksmanship Ribbon (with Bronze Star),
Air Force Training Ribbon Massachusetts
Medal of Merit, Massachusetts National Guard
Service Medal (with gold eagle), Massachu-
setts National Guard Desert Storm Service
Award and an Award for Heroism for the City
of Northampton, Massachusetts.

Major General Keefe has four sons, Gary,
James, Patrick and Timothy. Three of his sons
are current members of the Massachusetts
National Guard. The Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts and the nation owe Major General
Keefe an enormous debt of gratitude for his
service to his country. On behalf of my col-
leagues in the Massachusetts delegation, |
commend Major General George W. Keefe for
such a distinguished military career and | wish
him continued success in all his future en-
deavors.

INTRODUCING A BILL TO ENHANCE
THE SECURITY OF THE U.S. PAS-
SENGER AIR TRANSPORTATION
SYSTEM

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, yesterday
Congressman OBERSTAR, Congressman
DEFAzIO and | have introduced a bill to en-
hance the security of the U.S. passenger air
transportation system—The Airport Screener
Technology Improvement Act of 2005. We are
currently collecting over $1.5 billion a year
from the passenger security fee for aviation
security services. Our bill will put this fee into
two funds that will guarantee that TSA will
spend the authorized amounts of $650 million
a year and $250 million for the installation of
in-line baggage screening systems and pas-
senger checkpoint explosive detection, respec-
tively.

M¥. Speaker, last week the Department of
Homeland Security Inspector General (DHS
IG) and the Government Accountability Office
(GAO) both released reports that indicate that
our airport screening system still needs im-
provement. While the traveling public is more
secure today than before September 11th,
2001, airport screeners are not detecting pro-
hibited items at the level we need.

Mr. Speaker, this Congress has arbitrarily
capped the number of airport screeners at
45,000, and has provided neither the re-
sources nor the technology for the screeners
to get the job done. Without a significant in-
vestment and commitment by Congress and
this Administration to upgrade our technology,
our screening system will continue to fail. We
must and can do better!

Last year, the National Commission on Ter-
rorist Attacks Upon the United States (“the
9/11 Commission”) specifically recommended
that the TSA and the Congress improve the
ability of screenings checkpoints to detect ex-
plosives on passengers. The Intelligence Re-
form and Terrorism Prevention Act (P.L. 108—
458) authorized $250 million for the research
and deployment of advanced passenger
screening technologies, such as trace portals
and backscatter x-ray systems. To date, only
about $30 million has been appropriated spe-
cifically for the general deployment of these
types of technologies.

The 9/11 Commission also recommended
that the TSA “expedite the installation of ad-
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vanced (in-line) baggage screening equip-
ment.” The Chairman of the 9/11 Commission
testified before Congress that the Commission
supports moving explosives units out of airport
lobbies and into a secured area which will
allow for movement of bags from the check-in
counter to the loading area in a seamless, in-
line process, promoting greater security and
efficiency.

In adc?i/tion to these benefits, in-line baggage
screening systems have a much higher
throughput than stand-alone systems. If we in-
stall in-line systems, more bags will be
screened by explosive detection systems in-
stead of less reliable, alternative methods.

The TSA and airport operators rely on com-
mitments in letters of intent (LOls) as their
principal method for funding the modification
of airport facilities to incorporate in-line bag-
gage screening systems. The TSA has issued
eight LOls to cover the costs of installing sys-
tems at nine airports for a total cost to the fed-
eral government of $957.1 million over four
years. The GAO reports that TSA has esti-
mated that in-line baggage screening systems
at the nine airports that received LOI funding
could save the federal government $1.3 billion
over seven years. TSA further estimated that
it could recover its initial investment in the in-
line systems at these airports in a little over

one year.

In total, the GAO reports that 86 of 130 air-
ports surveyed are planning or are considering
installing in-line baggage screening systems
throughout or at a portion of their airports. Yet,
the TSA has stated that it currently does not
have sufficient resources in its budget to fund
any additional LOIs. While $650 million is au-
thorized for the installation of in-line baggage
screening systems, annual appropriations
have not allowed for any new LOls to be
signed.

r. Speaker, the recommendations, findings
and statements of the 9/11 Commission, the
DHS IG, GAO and TSA all indicate that we
need better technology to improve security at
our airports. We have been put on notice, and
we must take action now. We must dem-
onstrate leadership and deploy technologies
that will keep the American public safe and
secure. | urge my colleagues to join me in
working to pass this important legislation.

————

CONGRATULATING MR. BERNIE
DITTMAN ON RECEIPT OF THE
2006 ALABAMA BROADCASTERS
ASSOCIATION’S BROADCASTER
OF THE YEAR AWARD

HON. JO BONNER

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BONNER. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pride and pleasure that | rise to honor Mr. Ber-
nie Dittman on the occasion of his being hon-
ored with the 2005 Alabama Broadcasters’ As-

sociation’s Broadcaster of the Year Award.

This award recognizes outstanding contribu-
tions made by members of the Alabama radio
and television broadcast community in both
their professional field and in the life of their
local cities and towns. Bernie Dittman, a long-
time friend and resident of Alabama’s First
Congressional District, as well as an active
member of the state broadcasters’ association,
is a very worthy choice to receive this year’s
award.

Bernie purchased WABB-AM in Mobile, Ala-
bama, in 1959. This station, previously owned
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by the Mobile Register newspaper organiza-
tion, first went on the air in 1948 with call let-
ters that stand for “Alabama’s Best Broad-
casters.” One year later, Bernie moved to Mo-
bile and completely changed the broadcast
format of the station. His conversion of WABB
from a country station to Top 40 propelled
WABB to the position of the leading station in
that format and one of the premiere stations
anywhere on Alabama’s Gulf Coast. In 1973,
Bernie took WABB in a new direction when
the station added a new FM signal and began
to broadcast a progressive rock format. At a
time when most automobiles were not
equipped with FM receivers, Bernie and his
team ran an extensive series of on-air pro-
motions encouraging the installation of low-
cost FM receivers.

Under Bernie Dittman’s leadership, WABB
has become one of the longest-running and
most successful Top 40 radio stations in the
United States. The station has also spear-
headed over the years the move to more
equality in the hiring of on-air personalities
and staff members; in fact, WABB was one of
the stations in south Alabama which early on
began to hire women and African-Americans
for important announcer positions. WABB has
also been a critical part of Mobile’s emergency
broadcast community and played a crucial role
in providing information to listeners during
Hurricane Frederic (1979) and Hurricane Ivan
(2004). During Ivan, in fact, WABB was one of
the few stations in the area able to transmit
continuously during the storm without losing
power. Following the end of the storm, the sta-
tion also spearheaded the effort to collect and
distribute relief material to neighboring states
which had also been severely affected.

Aside from his professional obligations, Ber-
nie has also ensured that WABB and its family
of employees take an active role in the life of
the Mobile community. For the past 47 years,
the station has operated the WABB Commu-
nity Club Awards Program of Greater Mobile,
which has during its existence provided over
$250,000 in financial awards to local civic, reli-
gious, and cultural institutions. Additionally, the
station has been a 40-year sponsor of the
Greater Gulf State Fair, a 35-year sponsor of
the Alabama Deep Sea Fishing Rodeo, and a
long-time sponsor of both the Senior Bowl and
GMAC Bowl college football games. The Boys
and Girls Clubs of Greater Mobile, the United
States Marine Corps Toys for Tots program,
the Mobile Ronald McDonald House, and nu-
merous other organizations advocating area
youth have also benefited tremendously from
Bernie Dittman’s leadership and community in-
volvement. In fact, the area Toys for Tots pro-
gram holds the record for the single largest
toy collection anywhere in the United States,
with over 100,000 toys collected—due in large
part to the efforts of Bernie and his entire
team.

Bernie has also been a longtime member of
the Alabama Broadcasters’ Association and
the National Association of Broadcasters, and
in 2000 was the recipient of the Greater Mo-
bile Advertising Federation Silver Medal
Award.

Mr. Speaker, there have been few individ-
uals more important to the broadcast profes-
sion in Alabama or to the life of their local
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community than Bernie Dittman. He is an out-
standing example of the quality individuals
who have devoted their lives to the field of
broadcasting, and | ask my colleagues to join
with me in congratulating him on this remark-
able achievement. | know Bernie’s colleagues,
his family, and his many friends join with me
in praising his accomplishments and extending
thanks for his many efforts over the years on
behalf of the First Congressional District and
the entire state of Alabama.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF DEBBY LAWSON

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Debby Lawson for her dedication to
teaching the students at Frazier Elementary in
the Comal Independent School District.

Today’s students that go through our na-
tion’s public school systems have an innate
right to be taught the necessary skills to tackle
all the challenges they will encounter through
the course of their lives. Teachers provide
them with this right day after day and in
Debby Lawson’s case she has been doing this
for 30 years now.

Receiving her bachelor's and master's de-
grees from the University of Texas in Austin,
she has been able to take these tools learned
in the college classroom and turn them into re-
sults in the elementary classroom. The learn-
ing environment promoted by Mrs. Lawson is
one that teaches the students the values of
communication between themselves and their
fellow students. Her second grade students
are encouraged to “support each other and
celebrate the successes of their classmates.”
This provides our nation’s children with the
fundamentals to learning how to understand
and work along side their peers, an invaluable
asset to anyone no matter what age.

Teachers like Debby Lawson give our na-
tion’s children the necessary foundations to
help them forge their minds into tomorrow’s
greats. | am honored to have this opportunity
to recognize Debby Lawson for her dedication
to teaching our community’s children.

EMERGENCY IMMIGRATION WORK-
LOAD REDUCTION AND HOME-
LAND SECURITY ENHANCEMENT
ACT OF 2005

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today still
afraid for our nation’s security. Not because of
terror alerts, but because our borders remain
porous. The enforcement of our immigration
policy is impotent, resulting in a continued
flood of illegal immigrants across our borders.

It is time for the federal government to stop
letting unchecked mass immigration under-
mine the wages, safety, and benefits in one
occupation after another. It is time for the fed-
eral government to moderate immigration and
to treat American workers, citizen and immi-
grant, with the respect they deserve.
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Our constituents did not elect us to help
cheapen the quality of their lives by importing
foreign workers at six to eight times the histor-
ical average. There is no getting around the
fact that when we cheapen labor with un-
checked illegal immigration, we cheapen our
neighbors, both citizens and immigrants alike.

Today, | introduce the Emergency Immigra-
tion Workload Reduction and Homeland Secu-
rity Enhancement Act of 2005. This legislation
would suspend certain nonessential visas in
order to provide temporary workload reduction
critical to the success of the immigration com-
ponent of the recently established Department
of Homeland Security. These suspensions
would be lifted following the certification by
Secretary of Homeland Security to Congress
that specific conditions ensuring the depart-
ment’s ability to carry out its enforcement re-
sponsibilities have been met.

Zealous enforcement of our immigration
laws is a critical first step; however, Congress
must look at the root causes of our policy
flaws. In this era of global terrorism, we must
re-evaluate our immigration policy and close
these outstanding loopholes to give the De-
partment of Homeland Security the tools it
needs to protect our soil.

| call on my colleagues to join me in working
to reform our immigration policies and to halt
the cheapening of America’s citizen and immi-
grant workers. Without real immigration re-
form, our borders will not be safe and our citi-
zens will be at risk.

FORTY YEARS OF WORKING FOR
PEACE AND INTERNATIONAL UN-
DERSTANDING

HON. BERNARD SANDERS

OF VERMONT
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. Speaker, this year
marks the fortieth anniversary of the School
for International Training in Brattleboro,
Vermont. As one of the foremost schools for
cross-cultural education in the world, its record
is one trail-blazing effort after another, a whole
series of initiatives that have transformed both
the world, and the way education about the
world is shaped.

The SIT, as it is known, was an outgrowth
of the Experiment in International Living, which
originated in 1932 when Donald Watt took
twenty American teenagers to Europe to live
together with teenagers from several Euro-
pean nations. Year after year that program
grew and prospered.

In the wake of World War Two the Fulbright
Program for the international exchange of
scholars and the establishment of the Peace
Corps increased this Nation’s commitment to
the exchange of citizens between different
countries and cultures. The SIT was founded
in order to provide training and ultimately ad-
vanced degrees to those who wanted to work
and teach in a global context. It was an early
and important resource for Peace Corps train-
ing—an unsurprising fact, given that Sergeant
Shriver, the first Director of the Peace Corps,
had in 1934 been a member of one of the ear-
liest Experiment in International Living pro-
grams. The core of the SIT has remained the
same for forty years: language training, field-
based practice, and a commitment to inter-
nationalism.
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The School for International Training is not
only about technical training for international
exchange and work. It has a central vision and
a central mission: world peace. Its motto is,
“Building peace through understanding—one
person at a time.” It has lived up to this motto
by educating individuals to work in a world
where human need is more important than po-
litical borders, religious groupings, ethnic iden-
tities, or geographical boundaries. It tries to
construct a new world in which human beings
are united rather than divided by working to-
gether to shape a more equitable and peace-
ful society.

Too often our world today is rent by vio-
lence or plundered by corporations looking
only to make a quick profit. Building peace
and community takes time and steadfast ef-
fort. It also takes vision, and a deep sense of
generosity. The School for International Train-
ing—its leaders, its teachers, its generation of
students—have devoted time, effort, vision
and generosity in extraordinary measure.

As it celebrates its first forty years, |, the
people of Vermont, and the citizens of both
the American Nation and the world, wish the
School for International Training forty more
years of success.

HONORING MR. GENE A.
LUNDQUIST

HON. JIM COSTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and wish well in retirement Mr. Gene A.
Lundquist, of Bakersfield, California. Gene has
greatly served his community through the var-
ious organizations with which he has been in-
volved.

Gene has recently retired from Calcot, Ltd.,
following 36 years of work within this corpora-
tion. In his most recent capacity, Gene was
the Vice President of Calcot’s Legislative and
Public Affairs department He was also a mem-
ber of Calcot's management committee, and
took part in Board of Directors’ activities.

His career with Calcot began in 1969 and
Gene made an impression on all of those who
worked with him. He became well known by
growers throughout California and Arizona, he
represented Calcot at various functions, and
he directed the grower relations program.
Gene was always the liaison on which people
could count. He guided the public affairs pro-
gram, and assisted with farm legislation and
legislators.

While growing and expanding in his various
duties at Calcot, Gene also joined other bene-
ficial organizations. He is the director of the
Kern County Water Agency, of which he has
been a member for over 20 years. This agen-
cy is the second largest contractor of state
project water, after the Metropolitan Water
District in Los Angeles. The Agricultural Coun-
cil of California, the National Cotton Council,
and the Seed Saving and Pricing Committee
of California Cotton Planting Seed Distributors
are just a few of the other councils and com-
mittees on which Gene has served.

Throughout his career Gene has been com-
mitted to providing information to the public on
various important issues. He is, for example,
currently the President of the Water Associa-
tion of Kern County, a local water education
organization.
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Although Gene has become well known and
quite comfortable with the various agencies in
California, he has also expanded his horizons.
He participated in the California Agricultural
Leadership Program and traveled to Africa
and visited Nigeria, South Africa, Ethiopia,
Kenya, and Egypt to observe the culture,
economies and governments of those nations.

His many experiences both here and abroad
have combined to make Gene the all around
great guy that he is. His family, wife Susan
and son Nels, have graciously shared Gene
with the community for many years. While |
am sure that Gene will not completely retire
from public service, | am sure he will be
spending more time with his loved ones.

For us, his retirement is bittersweet—al-
though it is well deserved his efforts will be
greatly missed. | congratulate Gene Lundquist,
and wish his family all the best.

——

IN HONOR OF STAFF SERGEANT
KIMBERLY FAHNESTOCK VOELZ

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of a young woman who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for her country. Staff Sergeant
Kimberly Fahnestock Voelz of Cumberland
County Pennsylvania died December 14, 2003
in Iraq from injuries sustained on the battle-
field. A Leader of the Explosive Ordnance Dis-
posal Team, Kimberly was fatally injured per-
forming her duties with the EOD while ap-
proaching a suspicious device outside of
Fallujah, 40 miles west of Baghdad. She is
credited by her superiors as saving countless
lives.

Born in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania on August
24, 1976 to Floyd Jr. and Carol (Mardis)
Fahnestock Kimberly graduated from Trinity
High School and joined the Army after briefly
studying at Wilson College in Chambersburg,
PA. She was also a member of St. Joseph’s
Catholic Church in Mechanicsburg.

Serving with the 703rd Ordnance Company,
2nd Explosive Ordnance Disposal (EOD) sta-
tioned at Fort Knox, Kentucky, Staff Sergeant
Voelz began her tour of duty in Iraq in Sep-
tember 2003. During her time of service to her
country, she was awarded the Army Com-
mendation Medal, the Army Achievement
Medal with one Oak Leaf Cluster, two Good
Conduct Medals, and a National Defense
Service Medal. Sergeant Voelz was also Post-
humously awarded the Bronze Star for Valor,
the Purple Heart, and the Global War on Ter-
rorism Expeditionary Medal for her service in
Iraq. Kimberly was the first female soldier from
Pennsylvania to die serving in Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

Described as a bright, talented self-starter,
Voelz loved what she did, plain and simple.
She reenlisted for another 10 years of service
shortly before her death. Voelz chose EOD
because it was something different, and it took
her all over the world. She was often assigned
Secret Security detail ensuring government fa-
cilities were free of explosives, including
events such as the 2002 Winter Olympics and
a visit by the late Pope John Paul Il to St.
Louis.

Staff Sergeant Kimberly Fahnestock Voelz
will be honored in a ceremony at Letterkenny
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Army Depot in Carlisle, Pennsylvania on May
2nd, 2005. Upon the recent completion of a
new security gate, it will now bear Kimberly’'s
name in honor of her service and sacrifice to
the security of this nation. It is a fitting tribute
that validates both her distinguished work as
an Ordnance Soldier and Letterkenny’s mis-
sion to support national security.

Mr. Speaker, | extend my heartfelt condo-
lences to her husband Sergeant First Class
Max Voelz, who was holding Kimberly in his
arms when she died from her injuries. To her
parents, brothers Chad, Mark and sister Kelly,
who proudly and deservedly esteem Kimberly
“their hero”. We are humbly indebted to them
for their sacrifice and a grateful nation honors
Kimberly’s memory.

——————

COMMEMORATING AFRICA
MALARIA DAY

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Ms. MCcCOLLUM of Minnesota. Mr. Speak-
er, whether you are from Minnesota or Mo-
zambique, Kansas or the Congo—we all want
good health for our children and ourselves.
We all want the opportunity to be free from
want and the hope that tomorrow will be a
beautiful day, maybe even better than today.

Sadly, for millions of families across the Afri-
can continent, good health, opportunity and
hope are all needlessly diminished or extin-
guished by malaria.

Now I'm from Minnesota so | know a lot
about cold winters and just as much about
mosquito filled summers, but in Minnesota our
mosquitoes annoy us—they don’t make us
sick and they don’t kill our children.

The human misery and economic destruc-
tion caused by malaria in Africa is a reality
that must change.

And we have the tools to slow malaria’s de-
struction—bed nets, improved sanitation, im-
proved drug treatments, appropriate pesticide
use and a committed global partnership to
provide resources and to help strengthen na-
tional health systems to fight malaria as well
as tuberculosis and HIV infection.

Every year across the African continent
more than one million babies, toddlers and
children under five years old die from malaria.
This unimaginable number of children dying
last year alone is equal to every single child
under 15 years of age in my state of Min-
nesota.

One million African children dying in a single
year from a preventable disease is beyond
comprehension, but in fact it is reality and it is
a reality that can and must be changed.

For those of us who are moms and dads,
we know small children burning with fever
don’t scream, they whimper almost silently
and they stare into your eyes looking for help.
Their voices are not heard.

More than a million African moms stare
back into their children’s eyes equally help-
less. And tragically they watch them die from
a disease that can be prevented, treated and
defeated, if, if the world comes together with
the resources, the determination and the ur-
gency to defeat malaria.

Today we need to hear those one million
tiny voices. Today we need to look back into
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the eyes of a million mothers with our com-
passion and our commitment.

The leadership of the United States, along
with other donor nations, when partnered with
the Global Fund, the United Nations, W.H.O.,
UNICEF, along with health ministries and
health workers across Africa—if we stand to-
gether—can transform the helplessness faced
by millions of moms into the promise of sur-
viving, thriving children and healthier families.

| am proud of the commitment Congress,
the White House and the American people
have made and will continue to make to over-
come malaria and the suffering and poverty it
causes. But there is much more work to be
done. On-going American leadership and
strong global partnerships are needed for Afri-
ca’s leaders, health workers and citizens to
successfully control malaria.

So, as we commemorate Africa Malaria
Day, let me conclude by paying tribute to our
partners—the partners we must not forget.
They are the heroes who struggle against ma-
laria everyday. They are the community health
workers and midwives, the doctors and
nurses, the lab technicians and pharmacists.
They work in village health centers, urban
hospitals and rural clinics and they are saving
lives, often times under very, very difficult con-
ditions.

And together—as partners—their work along
with our support, our commitment and a col-
lective sense of urgency—we can save lives,
keep families healthier and keep entire com-
munities free from malaria’s misery.

———

HONORING COMMANDER LEDA MEI
LI CHONG

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the outstanding efforts of and the
recent promotion of Commander Leda Mei
Chong of the United States Navy.

Commander Chong was born in Kowloon,
Hong Kong and calls San Diego, California
her hometown. After graduating from the Uni-
versity of California-San Diego with a degree
in Applied Mathematics and French Literature,
she joined the Navy through the Nuclear Pro-
pulsion Officer Candidate program and re-
ceived a direct commission as an Ensign in
November 1987.

Commander Chong reported to her first as-
signment at Naval Nuclear Power School, Or-
lando, Florida as an instructor of mathematics,
chemistry, materials engineering, and radio-
logical controls. Her second assignment was
as the Administrative Department Head at
Afloat Training Group Pacific, San Diego. In
1994 she reported to Naval Postgraduate
School as a student in the Systems Tech-
nology/Joint C3I curriculum.

Her next assignment was the Navy’s Drug
Law Enforcement Agency where she was con-
currently assigned to the Coast Guard’s Tele-
communications and Information Systems
Command (TISCOM). As the liaison to the
Coast Guard, she was responsible for military
satellite communications interoperability and
policy. Following TISCOM, she moved to
Keflavik, Iceland where she was the Deputy
Director for C4 to Commander Iceland De-
fense Force and the N6 for Commander, Fleet
Air Keflavik.
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Commander Chong completed her tour in
Keflavik in the Fall of 2000 and transferred to
Washington, DC, to work for the Director of
Space, Information Warfare, Command and
Control (CNO N6). She was the Navy require-
ments officer for the Teleports program, for
Australia/Canada/New Zealand/United King-
dom/United States (AUSCANZUKUS) allied
interoperability, and for Naval Communications
and Telecommunications Commands. From
2002 to 2005, she was the Space, C4ISR, and
Information Technology Congressional Liaison
in the Navy Office of Legislative Affairs. She is
currently assigned as a Navy Appropriations
Congressional Liaison in the office of the As-
sistant Secretary of the Navy (Financial, Man-
agement and Comptroller).

| have personally known Commander Chong
since 2000 when she assisted my office and
my staff with our work on Navy cyber security
issues. At that time, as she is now, she dis-
played an extremely high level of profes-
sionalism as well as in-depth knowledge of
Navy IT and cyber security issues.

Her recent promotion from Lieutenant Com-
mander to Commander is only one instance
where her performance has been recognized
and | rise here today to express my apprecia-
tion for her efforts as well.

Quite simply, the Navy is well served by
Commander Chong, as is the staff and mem-
bers of this body.

TRIBUTE TO MR. JONAS KISBER
HON. JOHN S. TANNER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. TANNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to a great American and a very
dear friend of mine, Mr. Jonas Kisber, of Jack-
son, Tennessee. Jonas just recently cele-
brated his 75th birthday, surrounded by family
and many friends.

Jonas was born into a family of retail mer-
chants. Kisber's Department Store, founded in
1905, was a fixture in Jackson for many years.
Everyone in West Tennessee was familiar with
Kisber's Store and when the store closed in
December of 1991, it was an emotional, as
well as economic, loss for the area.

Jonas entered the United States Army in
1952. He served in the Korean conflict, and
was honorably discharged in 1954 when he
began his career at the family business. Jonas
served as President of Kisber's Department
Stores, Inc. from 1974 until 1991. He has
been involved in many civic and cultural activi-
ties. He and his late wife, Jane Louise Green-
berg Kisber, were well known in their commu-
nity and in the State of Tennessee for being
available to help when you needed someone
you could count on to get a job done.

Jonas was the founding Treasurer of the
Episcopal Day School, has served in various
offices for the Friends of the Jackson Madison
County Library Foundation, was President of
the Tennessee Retail Merchants Association
in 1976-1977, is a member of the Tennessee
Library Association, the Jackson Lions Club,
served on the Board of Directors of the Jack-
son Area Chamber of Commerce, and is a
past President of the Temple B’nai Israel. He
is a member of the Board of Directors of Mur-
ray Guard, Inc. He is also currently a member
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of the Tennessee Board of Regents, a position
previously held by his wife, Jane, and to which
he was appointed at the time of her death in
August of 2002.

He and his late wife are the parents of three
children, Joan Kisber Haskins of Chicago, llli-
nois, Matthew Harris Kisber of Nashville, Ten-
nessee and Rachel Kisber Obermeier of Bad
Soden, Germany. Matt, a former Tennessee
State Representative for many years, currently
serves as Commissioner of the Tennessee
Department of Economic and Community De-
velopment. Jonas is also the proud grand-
father of three boys and a new granddaughter.

Throughout his life, Jonas has contributed
much to his community, his state and his na-
tion. He has never shied away from work
when his skills and efforts were needed and
could make a difference. It is my high honor
to recognize his many achievements and con-
tributions, and to say thanks to him for all he
has done through the years to make the City
of Jackson and the State of Tennessee a bet-
ter place in which to live.

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF MARJORIE CLAGETT

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Marjorie Clagett for her dedication
to teaching the students at Goodwin Primary
School in the Comal Independent School Dis-
trict.

When someone thinks of a teacher, they
most often think of someone who is in the
classroom lecturing students about reading
and arithmetic. Although this is what usually is
expected of a teacher, some teachers commit
themselves to students in other ways not as
frequently seen in the typical classroom set-
ting. Marjorie Clagett is a perfect example of
someone who goes the additional mile to edu-
cate her students. Not only is she a great
teacher to the students but she also serves as
an advisor to them in any way she can. She
is there for them to talk about any of the prob-
lems that they might be encountering in life
and it is for this that she truly is a role model
to them.

Educated at Upper lowa University and St.
Mary’s University, Mrs. Clagett has the knowl-
edge and experience to help the students in
her first grade class not only enrich their
minds but also enrich their lives. Her dedica-
tion to her class is something that teachers
around the world should view as an example
of how not only to become a leader to stu-
dents but also a trusted confidant.

Citizens like Marjorie Clagett provide our na-
tion’s children with a teacher in the classroom
while also being a friend and role-model to
them. | am honored to have this opportunity to
recognize Marjorie Clagett for her continuing
service to the children of the Comal commu-
nity.
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UNVEILING AND DEDICATION OF
THE MOBILE MAMMOGRAPHY UNIT

HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. GONZALEZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Health
Care for the dedication of the only Mobile
Mammography Unit (MMU) in the area of San
Antonio and surrounding counties. The MMU
will provide breast health services and edu-
cation to women who otherwise would either
have difficulty accessing or not be able to ac-
cess these services because of financial,
transportation, cultural or other constraints.

The CHRISTUS Santa Rosa MMU will as-
sist those who are uninsured and underserved
as well as working women who have difficulty
leaving the workplace to get a mammogram.
All women who have a positive mammogram
will be guided to appropriate medical services
for follow up care.

As we know, breast cancer is the leading
cancer among white and African American
women. Statistically, every three minutes a
woman in the United States is diagnosed with
breast cancer and one out of every eight
women in America will develop breast cancer
at some time in her life. However, when breast
cancer is detected early, a five-year survival
rate is 96 percent.

Today, CHRISTUS Santa Rosa Hospital is
proud to begin offering assistance for screen-
ing mammograms to the women of South and
Central Texas to include uninsured and under-
insured women of San Antonio and the sur-
rounding counties. The MMU has partnered
with community organizations such as the San
Antonio Affiliate of the Susan G. Komen Foun-
dation, WINGS (Women Interested in Nur-
turing, Giving, Sharing), the Alamo Breast
Cancer Foundation, the Breast and Cervical
Cancer Programs, the San Antonio Metropoli-
tan Health District and many others to provide
the full range of services.

Mr. Speaker, once again, | would like to
commend CHRISTUS Santa Rosa in San An-
tonio, Texas for bringing the mobile mammog-
raphy unit back to the area after three years
of not having a unit. | especially want to thank
the collaboration of community organizations,
the doctors, nurses and staff for their hard
work and continued dedication, and wish them
well as they continue their life-saving services
to the community.

———

SUPPORTING THE MINUTEMAN
PROJECT

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize and commend the successes of the
Minuteman Project whose efforts have helped
shine light on the flood of aliens illegally enter-
ing our country each day and the many defi-
ciencies in United States border security.

It is an extraordinary event when citizens
take it upon themselves to make a statement
in such a profound manner, leaving their fami-
lies and homes to travel to a remote area of
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the Arizona desert to stand watch at the bor-
der. For years, we have tried to contain the
onslaught of illegal immigration and smuggling
into the United States, but we have done so
with too few personnel and with policies in
place that have undermined these efforts and
often aided those illegally present in our coun-
try. The Minuteman Project has shown us that
we can be effective in securing our borders if
we have the personnel and policies in place to
do the job.

In just seventeen days, the Minutemen
proved that a few dedicated citizens could sti-
fle a significant amount of illegal immigration.
They peacefully, unobtrusively, and effectively
assisted the United States Border Patrol to
intercept numerous illegal border crossings.
This was a neighborhood watch program at its
finest.

| want to thank the participants in the Min-
uteman Project for their concern for our coun-
try and for their willingness to disrupt their own
lives to bring attention to an issue that Con-
gress has not effectively addressed. They
have stood their watch on America’s border,
now Congress must act decisively to expand
the Border Patrol and close a hole in our bor-
der security that is wide open to those who
would harm us.

————

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE ANDREW
ROLLINS, JR.

HON. DENNIS MOORE

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Mr. Speaker | rise
today to mourn the recent passing Andrew
Rollins, Jr., of Kansas City, Kansas.

Andy Rollins was a longtime civic activist in
Wyandotte County and Kansas City, Kansas,
who spent over 40 years working to improve
the lives of his neighbors and the conditions
within his community. | am placing in the Con-
gressional Record with this statement two re-
cent news articles, from the Kansas City Star
and the Kansas City Kansan, detailing Andy
Rollins’ 88 years of good works. He served for
16 years as the president of the Kansas City,
Kansas, chapter of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, con-
tinually worked to bring economic develop-
ment funds and strategies to Kansas City,
Kansas, and actively supported local efforts to
assist drug addicts and alcoholics. Addition-
ally, he served our country with distinction as
a member of the U.S. Army during World War
Il, receiving European, African, and Middle
Eastern Theater Ribbons, the Good Conduct
Medal, the American Campaign Medal, and
the World War Il Victory Medal.

Mr. Speaker, Kansas City, Kansas, is a
much stronger and richer community for hav-
ing Andrew Rollins, Jr., as a member of the
community. | commend him to you and to the
members of this House and | join with his fam-
ily and his many, many friends in mourning his
loss.

[From the Kansas City Star]
ANDREW ROLLINS’ PASSION FOR GROWTH LEFT
MARK ON KCK
(By Robert A. Cronkleton)

City and county leaders fondly remem-
bered Andrew Rollins Jr., a long-time Kansas
City, Kan., activist, who died last week at
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the age of 838. Rollins helped secure private
financing for community projects and had
worked for years to promote economic devel-
opment in Kansas City, Kan., and the metro-
politan area. ‘I don’t know anyone who
cared about the community more than Rol-
lins did,” said Don Denney, a spokesman for
the Unified Government of Wyandotte Coun-
ty and Kansas City, Kan. ‘“‘He was a very car-
ing individual and he did a lot of work be-
hind the scenes.”

Rollins’ community work dated back to
1962, when he founded the Depth Rehabilita-
tion Alcohol Group. Over the years, he
helped secure private financing for various
community projects including the Kansas
City, Kan., Police Cadet Program, a housing
project in Nicodemus, Kan; the Mid-America
Regional Council; the Gateway I and II office
complex, and the construction of the current
Kansas City, Kan., City Hall and the joint
city-county public health department.

Rollins had owned a security company and
for 16 years had served as the president of
the Kansas City, Kan., chapter of the Na-
tional Association for the Advancement of
Colored People.

He worked over the years to bring a hotel
to downtown Kansas City, Kan., next to the
Jack Reardon Civic Center. At one time he
was associated with a Saudi Arabian group
that was presented as investors for hotel
projects that never materialized. ‘I loved
the city and I loved to see the city grown,”
Rollins said in a 1991 interview.

Dennis Hays, county administrator Unified
Government, said Rollins worked tirelessly
to find the developers and financing to make
the hotel project happen. The Hilton Garden
Inn was eventually built at the site and
opened in September 2002. While Rollins was
not involved in the final financing for the
project, Hays said, Rollins was very active in
searching for financing and should be cred-
ited for his work. ‘“‘Andy was amazing,” Hays
said. ‘“‘He had friendships dating over more
than 60 years, back to the days of World War
I1.”

Those friendships included federal, state
and local officials, Hays said. ‘“‘He had access
to those folks and an uncanny ability of get-
ting the right people together to address
issues and solve problems,” Hays said. ‘‘He
was able to pull the right people together.”

Police Chief Ron Miller said he had known
Rollins for many years and worked with him
on several issues. He always supported the
Police Department, Miller said, and was a
good conduit for information on issues facing
the community. ‘““‘Andy Rollins loved Kansas
City, Kan., and always supported this com-
munity,” Miller said. ‘‘He had national expo-
sure in various groups, but he was always
proudest of Kansas City, Kan.”

LaVert Murray, director the Unified Gov-
ernment’s development department, said
Rollins was a mixture between a community
activist and a community booster. ‘‘He
worked hard to better his community,” Mur-
ray said. ‘‘His desire was to make Kansas
City, Kan., the best community that existed
in the U.S. and to improve the entire metro-
politan area.”

In 1992, Rollins received four medals and
ribbons he earned in the U.S. Army during
World War II. The decorations were the Eu-
ropean, African, Middle Eastern Theater Rib-
bon; the Good Conduct Medal; the American
Campaign Medal; and the World War II Vic-
tory Medal.

Survivors include his two sons, Rev. An-
drew J. Rollins IIT of Topeka and Edward T.
Rollins of Mission; two ex-wives, Margaret
Louise Hutchinson of Mission and Patience
O’Hare of Kansas City, Kan.; a brother and
his wife, Henry C. and Geraldine Rollins of
Seattle; and two grandchildren.

Rev. Rollins said his father loved Kansas
City, Kan., because it was his hometown, he
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had spent his entire life there. ‘‘One of the
things he shared with me was that when he
was born, he was born in an impoverished
situation, the wrong side of the track you
could say,” Rollins said of his father.

That didn’t stop his father from being de-
termined to leave his mark and contribute
something positive to the community, Rol-
lins said. He said his father believed that
anyone could have a significant impact in
life, despite their humble beginnings.
“Sometimes you can be dealt a worse hand
than the person you are playing against, but
if you play your cards better, not even the
best hand will still win,”” Rollins said.

[From the Kansas City Kansan]
COMMUNITY ACTIVIST REMEMBERED
LEADER LEAVES LEGACY TO WYANDOTTE
COUNTY
(By Brant Stacy)

The Rev. Andrew Rollins IIT said his dad
was an awesome man.

The late Andrew ‘“‘Andy” J. Rollins Jr., a
longtime activist in Kansas City, Kan., died
Sunday at the age of 88. The late Rollins,
who was born and grew up in Kansas City,
Kan., was deeply involved in making Wyan-
dotte County a better place to live. The Rev.
Andrew Rollins III, one of Rollins’ two sons,
said his father was someone who didn’t mind
stepping out and taking a chance. He said he
was willing to put his life on the line to
make a difference. ‘‘He encouraged people to
live out their dreams,” Andrew said. ‘‘He
wanted to make a better Kansas City, Kan.,
and he wanted to see African-Americans ac-
tively participating in their community. He
wanted to inspire.”

Andrew said his father’s civic career con-
sisted of many great accomplishments. He
said he remembers his father serving as
president for the Kansas City, Kan., branch
of the NAACP, for 16 years. He also said he
actively engaged within the urban core.
“Both my parents were involved in the civil
rights movement,”” Andrew said. ‘“‘My father
had a lot of pressure on him in those days,
but he stood his ground and helped make a
difference, especially in the school systems.”’

Edward Rollins, Rollins’ other son, said he
remembers his father working hard to help
curb alcoholism and D.R.A.G. Alcohol and
Abuse Center. He said the facility, which as-
sisted those in the community dependent on
chemical substances helped many individ-
uals get back on their feet and lead healthy,
productive lives. ‘“He was really concerned
about the plight of alcoholics,” Edward said.
“The D.R.A.G. Center went on to become a
national model for drug and alcohol rehabili-
tation.”

Edward said his father was extremely in-
volved in politics. He said his father helped
finance City Hall, and a plaque hangs on the
wall commemorating his achievements. ‘‘He
was instrumental in getting the bonds to get
that building built,” Edward said. ‘‘He also
secured private funding for other develop-
ments within Wyandotte County as well. He
was always focused. That’s what he was
about.”

Edward said his father slept only four
hours a day for the past 30 or 40 years of his
life. He said he was very self determined and
had a lot of more than 100 men behind him.
‘“He led an army,” Edward said. ‘‘He has a
lot of soldiers with him as well.”

La Vert Murray, Unified Government di-
rector of economic development and friend of
the late Rollins, said it’s difficult to sum up
in words the amazing accomplishment Rol-
lins made during his life. Murray said he
went to school with Rollins’ sons and had al-
ways known him. It wasn’t until he became
involved with the UG of Wyandotte County,
Kansas City, Kan., that he understood the
power of this man.
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Murray said Rollins was a very dynamic
individual that got things started. He said he
helped fund a variety of development initia-
tives such as the Jersey Creek Project, the
Jack Reardon Civic Center, the Hilton Gar-
den Inn/BPU Office Complex and the most re-
cent, the Weed and Seed program, which
helps weed out criminal elements in the
community. ‘“‘He started the Human Engi-
neering Committee for Kansas and Missouri,
which focused on getting the Weed and Seed
program going,” Murray said. ‘“The program
helped produce positive individuals and com-
munities.”

Murray said Rollins was proud of his ac-
complishment of securing grants to demolish
drug houses. He said those areas are more se-
cure because the drug houses have been
cleared. “When you look at the areas in the
community that are yet redeveloped, at least
a number of those areas are more secure be-
cause the dilapidated structures are torn
down.”

Murray said that oftentimes Rollins came
across as a commoner. He said while he gave
this appearance he was able to effectively
communicate across all lines, including
those of senators, representatives and the
common man.

Andy said it’s hard to believe his father is
gone. He said it’s hard to say how his fa-
ther’s life will affect people in the future but
he knows he will be remembered.

Edward said his father helped countless
amounts of people. He reached out to urban
areas, helped black people get involved and
showed them how to become active in their
community. “God put him on this earth to
do something with Wyandotte County,” Ed-
ward said. ‘“‘He made Wyandotte County a
positive place to live and raise kids.”

————

ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. DAVID WU

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 6) to ensure jobs
for our future with secure, affordable, and re-
liable energy:

Mr. WU. Mr. Chairman, | rise in strong sup-
port to the Castle-Markey amendment to H.R.
6, the Energy Policy Act of 2005.

This amendment would ensure that States
have control over whether an LNG facility is
sited in their district. Under the energy bill, the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(FERC) would have the sole authority to make
decisions regarding the construction, expan-
sion and operation of LNG facilities. While the
bill requires FERC to consult with State and
local governments, they have no role in the
final decision, and FERC is not required to
consider their concerns.

This is unconscionable. It is exactly the local
communities who must have the final say in
whether or not an LNG facility is built in their
district. It is these people who must live with
the decision either way. The Castle amend-
ment would create authority for States to have
a say in the final decision.

Currently, | have four proposed LNG sites in
my district, and | have heard from many of my
constituents about these proposals, both
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against the sites because of environmental
concerns and because of job creation. It is ex-
actly these individuals who should get to de-
cide if an LNG plant will be sited in their com-
munity; it should not be a decision made by a
Washington, DC based government official
who has no connection to the site.

This amendment would enhance the proc-
ess of selection and provide the community an
outlet to be more involved. It is my hope that
the local communities, State, and FERC can
work together in deciding whether or not a
LNG facility is good for Oregon.

| am a strong believer in participation of all
stakeholders when it comes to monumental
decisions like these. | support transparency
among the local, State, and federal govern-
ments to ensure the process is thorough and
thoughtful.

| strongly believe that the States should
have authority in LNG facility sites and | urge
my colleagues to vote for the Castle-Markey
amendment.

U.S. POLICY OPTIONS FOR IRAN

HON. BOB FILNER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, today | enter into
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD a report by the
Iran Policy Committee (IPC) entitled, “U.S.
Policy Options for Iran.” The IPC found that
Iran presents a growing challenge to U.S. in-
terests and values in a number of areas. The
report examines the U.S. policy options for ad-
dressing these concerns and calls for change
in Iran based on internal Iranian opposition.

We need to foster greater awareness and
dialogue in Congress about this critical situa-
tion. To that end, | urge my colleagues to re-
view this report and join me developing an ef-
fective U.S. policy on Iran.

U.S. PoLICY OPTIONS FOR IRAN

PREPARED BY: IRAN POLICY COMMITTEE (IPC)

CO-CHAIRS

Ambassador James Akins, (ret.)

Lt. Col. Bill Cowan, USMC (ret.),
wvces3, inc.

Paul Leventhal, Founder and President
Emeritus, Nuclear Control Institute

Dr. Neil Livingstone, CEO, Global Options,
Inc.

Bruce McColm, President, Institute for
Democratic Strategies and Former Presi-
dent, International Republican Institute

Lt. General (ret.) Thomas MclInerney
Former Assistant Vice Chief of Staff of the
Air Force

Captain Chuck Nash (ret.) President,
Emerging Technologies International

Lt. General Edward Rowny (ret.) Former
Ambassador Strategic Arms Reduction Talks

Professor Raymond Tanter Former Staff
Member, National Security Council

Major General (ret.) Paul Vallely, Military
Committee Chairman, Center for Security
Policy

Executive Director: Clare Lopez Strategic
Policy and Intelligence Analyst

U.S. PoLICY OPTIONS FOR IRAN: EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

Iran poses six threats to American inter-
ests and ideals:
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Drive to acquire nuclear weapons.

Continuing support for and involvement
with terrorist networks.

Aid to groups working against the Arab-
Israel peace process.

Disruptive role in Iraq.

Expansionist radical ideology.

Denial of basic human rights to its own
population.

With respect to these threats from Iran,
Washington circles largely divide between
two alternatives—those who favor engage-
ment with and those who support military
strikes against the regime Few favor regime
change as an end in itself.

While the Bush administration does not
yet explicitly call for changing the regime,
it advocates working with the Iranian people
as opposed to the unelected theocracy in
Tehran, which is an implicit policy of regime
change.

By calling for change in Tehran based on
the Iranian opposition instead of the U.S.
military, the Iran Policy Committee (IPC)
highlights a third alternative: Keep open dip-
lomatic and military options, while pro-
viding a central role for the Iranian opposi-
tion to facilitate regime change.

IPC joins the debate in Washington over
Iran policy initiated by think tank reports
on Iran—Council on Foreign Relations
(CFR), The Committee on the Present Dan-
ger (CPD), and The Washington Institute for
Near East Policy (TWI). In contrast to the
thrust of such reports, IPC suggests that Ira-
nian opposition groups ought to play a cen-
tral role in U.S. policymaking regarding
Iran.

Comprised of former officials who have
worked on the Middle East in the White
House, State Department, Pentagon, intel-
ligence agencies, Congress, and experts from
think tanks and universities, IPC welcomes
the occasion to support the Iranian people in
pursuit of U.S. national interests. But con-
tinued designation since 1997 of the main Ira-
nian opposition group, Mujahedeen e-Khalq
(MEK), as a foreign terrorist organization by
the State Department assures Tehran that
regime change is off the table. Removing the
MEK’s terrorist designation would be a tan-
gible signal to Tehran and to the Iranian
people that a new option is implicitly on the
table—regime change.

U.S. PoLICY OPTIONS FOR IRAN

INTRODUCTION
‘. . .liberty in our land depends on the suc-
cess of liberty in other lands . . .. So it is the

policy of the United States to seek and sup-
port the growth of democratic movements
and institutions in every nation and cul-
ture.—President George W. Bush, Inaugural
Address, 20 January 2005.

‘““As you stand for liberty, America stands
with you.”—President George W. Bush, State
of the Union Address, 2 February 2005.

Using the theme of liberty in general from
his Inaugural Address, President Bush refers
directly to the Iranian people in his State of
the Union Address. In so doing, he tacitly
‘“‘targets’ the regime in Tehran.

The question is what means should the
President use to decrease threats posed by
Iran:

Continued negotiations, including positive
and negative incentives.

Future military action.

Support for the Iranian opposition.

These options are neither mutually exclu-
sive nor logically exhaustive; but they do re-
flect courses of action being considered in
Washington.

Because the Iranian regime’s policies pose
direct threats to national security interests
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and ideals of the United States Government
(USG) and those of its allies and friends, Iran
is on the front burner of American foreign
policy.

Consider these six Iranian threats to U.S.
interests and ideals:

Drive to acquire nuclear weapons.

Continuing support for and involvement
with terrorist networks.

Aid to groups working against the Arab-
Israel peace process.

Disruptive role in Iraq.

Expansionist radical ideology.

Denial of basic human rights to its own
population.

The Iran Policy Committee (IPC) analyzes
these dangers and makes recommendations
to meet them. It is not the intention of the
IPC to duplicate analysis already receiving
consideration in policymaking circles; rath-
er, this policy paper offers a distinct perspec-
tive and recommends a course of action that
is different in key aspects from what has
been proposed to date. IPC seeks to build
upon the President’s disposition to work
with the Iranian people by broadening op-
tions for American policymakers regarding
Iran.

For too long, Washington has been divided
between those who favor engagement with
and those who support military strikes
against the Iranian regime. The Committee
stresses the potential for a third alternative:
Keep open diplomatic and military options,
while providing a central role for the Iranian
opposition to facilitate regime change.

President Bush’s 2005 State of the Union
Address ignores the leadership in Iran in
order to converse directly with Iranian peo-
ple. And it is not his first time doing so; in-
deed, the President’s radio address of Decem-
ber 2002 began the process of having a con-
versation with the people instead of diplo-
matic discourse with the regime.

The IPC urges the administration to ac-
knowledge the threat posed to American na-
tional security interests by the totalitarian
theocracy in Tehran and to adopt a policy
that proactively steps forward to defend
those interests.

Furthermore, the IPC believes that Wash-
ington should support the Iranian people in
their efforts to participate meaningfully in a
representative government that is responsive
to their concerns; implicit in such support is
the recognition that the Iranian people have
the right to choose and change their own
government, as they see fit.

IPC joins the debate in Washington over
Iran policy initiated by think tank reports
on Iran—Council on Foreign Relations
(CFR), The Committee on the Present Dan-
ger (CPD), and The Washington Institute for
Near East Policy (TWI). In contrast to the
thrust of such reports, IPC suggests that Ira-
nian opposition groups ought to play a cen-
tral role in U.S. policymaking regarding
Iran.

Themes running through these think tank
reports include the following reasons for dis-
satisfaction with American policy toward
Iran. Critics hold that U.S. policy is not well
articulated because of bureaucratic dif-
ferences; there are too many or too few car-
rots in relation to sticks; and American pol-
icy is not linked enough with Europe’s ap-
proach to Iran. The reports view the threat
of sanctions and force as well as the promise
of diplomacy as complementary tools in the
Western arsenal. At issue is the mix between
negative and positive incentives, a formula
for which there is little accord among trans-
atlantic partners.

While some place the burden on Wash-
ington to resolve Iran’s nuclear proliferation
activities and its state sponsored inter-
national terrorism, few place that responsi-
bility directly on the Iranian people. With
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the possible exception of the CPD, there is
too little acknowledgment of a role for Ira-
nians in general and groups opposed to the
regime in particular.

As a result, there is a niche for the Iran
Policy Committee to address Iranian threats
from the perspective of encouraging the peo-
ple to be principal agents change. Without
the active participation of Iranians, more-
over, regime change from the outside is un-
likely to succeed.

En route to her first overseas mission to
Europe on February 3, 2005, Secretary of
State Condoleeza Rice held that the Iranian
people should have a chance to ‘‘change their
own future,” a statement IPC considers as a
euphemism for regime change.

Summing up the U.S. government’s prin-
cipal concerns with respect to Iran, Rice fur-
ther stated that, ‘“The goal of the adminis-
tration is to have a regime in Iran that is re-
sponsive to concerns that we have about
Iran’s policies, which are about 180 degrees
antithetical to our own interests at this
point.”

While the debate in Washington concerns
whether to make explicit its tacit policy of
regime change for Iran, the debate in the re-
gion is the race between two clocks—a diplo-
matic and a nuclear timepiece.

On one hand, at issue is whether negotia-
tions can slow down Tehran’s march toward
nuclear weapons status before Iran acquires
such status. The Committee holds that the
diplomacy is moving too slowly in relation
to nuclear weapons progress.

On the other hand, unless working with the
Iranian people rapidly leads to regime
change in Tehran, the pace of nuclear weap-
ons development might leave Washington
with what he Committee believes is the least
desirable option of waging military strikes
against Iran.

IRAN’S NUCLEAR WEAPONS PROGRAM

Regarding impact in the region, the nature
of the regime in Tehran is of greater import
than its nuclear weapons capability: An Iran
with representative institutions with a nu-
clear weapons capability would not be as de-
stabilizing as nuclear weapons in the hands
of the unelected, expansionist theocracy.
The best outcome is a freely-elected, rep-
resentative government without nuclear
weapons; only with such a government would
such an outcome be possible.

The nightmare scenario is that a nuclear
weapons capability in the hands of an ag-
gressive and repressive regime in Tehran
raises the possibility that it could and would
collaborate with transnational networks to
carry out nuclear terrorism. In any event, of
the six critical threats posed by Iran, its
drive to acquire nuclear weapons is the first
and most urgent.

According to June 2004 testimony by Un-
dersecretary of State for Arms Control and
International Security, John Bolton, defense
experts in the United States strongly believe
that Iran has a clandestine program to
produce nuclear weapons. Speaking in Janu-
ary 2005, moreover, Bolton told reporters
that Iran’s repeated support for terrorism
makes it particularly dangerous if Tehran
were to acquire nuclear weapons.

There have been new revelations about the
rapid pace of Iran’s nuclear weapons progress
since 2002. It is known that Iran is devel-
oping its indigenous uranium mines; has
built a uranium conversion facility at
Isfahan in central Iran; is building a massive
uranium enrichment facility at Natanz,
which is designed to house tens of thousands
of centrifuges plus numerous centrifuge pro-
duction workshops, a heavy water produc-
tion plant at Arak, and a laser enrichment
facility.

Revelations by diplomatic sources on Feb-
ruary 3, 2005 suggest that Iran is testing
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components of its centrifuge rotors, despite
a November 2004 pledge to freeze all such ac-
tivities related to enrichment. That pledge
led to an agreement among Iran’s European
interlocutors and the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) to put a hold on U.S.
attempts to report Iran to the UN Security
Council for violations of the Treaty on the
Non Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT).
The new revelations deal a serious blow to
any hopes that Iran intends to forego ura-
nium enrichment en route to a nuclear weap-
ons capability.

In separate developments on February 3, a
spokesman for the main Iranian opposition
group charged that Iran has obtained mate-
rials and expertise to make neutron
initiators (‘‘triggers’’) for an atomic bomb. A
senior official of the National Council of Re-
sistance of Iran (NCRI), speaking in Paris,
cited secret sources inside Iran’s nuclear de-
velopment programs. This person accused
Tehran of conducting a secret program to de-
velop a nuclear triggering mechanism using
smuggled materials. He claimed that Iran
has produced or purchased from abroad quan-
tities of polonium-210 and beryllium, two
elements required for building a ‘‘neutron
initiator,”” which is an integral part of a nu-
clear bomb.

The facility where this work allegedly is
taking place is a military installation on the
outskirts of Tehran, known as Lavizan II.
Remarkably, the TAEA has not inspected
Lavizan II yet, nor does it appear to be press-
ing for inspections there, despite the site
first being identified by the NCRI in Novem-
ber 2004.

The NCRI has been instrumental in expos-
ing Iran’s secret nuclear facilities in the
past. By relying on its network inside Iran of
a member organization, the Mujahedeen e-
Khalqg (MEK), the NCRI revealed a number of
significant nuclear sites including Natanz,
Arak, Ab-Ali, and Lavizan.

Despite the fact that Iran is a signatory to
the NPT, Tehran has repeatedly violated its
provisions and continues to play fast and
loose with TAEA efforts to monitor compli-
ance. The regime appears to be counting on
the apparently inexhaustible patience of the
TIAEA and the Europeans, who have agreed to
compromise after compromise with Iran, to
avoid having the issue brought before the
United Nations (UN) Security Council, as
pursued by the United States. The longer
this negotiation takes, the more time Iran
has to engage in covert activities, enabling
it to acquire fissile materials to build and
test nuclear weapons.

In other words, time is on Iran’s side. The
world cannot wait for proof ‘‘beyond a rea-
sonable doubt” of an Iranian bomb. The risks
of delay are too high. The international com-
munity should be prepared to act on the re-
cent discoveries of evidence of weapons-re-
lated nuclear activities. Discoveries over the
past two years, along with the revelations by
Iranian opposition groups that Iran is devel-
oping a nuclear trigger, constitute ‘‘clear
and present evidence’ of illicit activities
that, unless halted, may lead to bomb-mak-
ing.

The general view among the experts is
that, if left undeterred, Iran is only one to
three years away from producing a nuclear
bomb. Indeed, there are reports from a secret
meeting that Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei has ordered technicians to accel-
erate Iran’s nuclear program in order to
achieve nuclear weapons status by the end of
2005.

There is a notion in certain policy circles
that, if Iran feels threatened, the hard-line
clerics will be further induced to go nuclear.
They propose offering additional security as-
surances to Iran as an incentive to convince
it to give up its nuclear weapons program.
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Given the nature and behavior of the regime,
the more plausible argument is that unless
they feel threatened, the Iranian clerical rul-
ers will continue their nuclear weapons pro-
gram on the assumption they can get away
with it. Only the prospect of severe con-
sequences threatening the very existence of
the regime could induce them to forego nu-
clear weapons out of fear of the con-
sequences.

NUCLEAR DELIVERY SYSTEMS: THE IRANIAN

MISSILE PROGRAM

Iran possesses one of the largest missile in-
ventories in the Middle East. It has acquired
complete missile systems and developed an
infrastructure to build missiles indige-
nously. During military exercises held in
September 2004, the Iranian Revolutionary
Guards successfully test-fired a ‘‘strategic
missile,” likely the Shahab-3 rocket, which
reportedly has a range of up to 2,000 kilo-
meters and is capable of carrying a 760-1,000
kilogram  warhead. The Revolutionary
Guards is officially armed with the Shahab-
3 missiles.

Taken in combination with Iran’s drive to
achieve a nuclear weapons capability, its
continuing support for radical Islamist ter-
rorist groups and avowed opposition to the
existence of Israel, Iran’s demonstrated ca-
pability to field an intercontinental ballistic
missile raises much concern among defense
officials of many countries.

In December 2004, Iran’s main opposition
coalition, the National Council of Resistance
of Iran (NCRI), uncovered a new missile pro-
gram secretly pursued by Iran, as well as a
program to develop a nuclear warhead. The
new secret missile, produced at the Hemmat
Missile Industries Complex in northeast
Tehran, is named Ghadar, NCRI reported.
North Korean experts are believed to be as-
sisting the Iranian program at this complex.

The Ghadar missile may have a range of
2,500 to 3,000 kilometers (1,550 to 1,860 miles).
NCRI also reported that Iran has improved
the guidance and control system of its
Shahab-4 missiles, based on a system ac-
quired from China.

In late January 2005, a Ukrainian legis-
lator alleged that Kiev sold nuclear-capable
cruise missiles to Iran and China during the
period from 1999-2001. The Kh-55 cruise mis-
sile has a range of 3,000 kilometers and is ca-
pable of carrying a 200-kiloton nuclear war-
head.

In addition to Iran’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram and its advanced delivery system, a
second threat posed by the regime is its sup-
port for and involvement with international
terrorist networks.

REGIME SUPPORT FOR INTERNATIONAL
TERRORISM

The Islamic Republic of Iran is the world’s
number one state-sponsor of terror. It cre-
ated Hizballah, supports al Qaeda, Abu
Musab al-Zarqawi in Iraq, Hamas, and Pales-
tinian Islamic Jihad (PI1J). Tehran operates
at the heart of a network of terrorist organi-
zations engaged in murder, kidnapping,
bombing, and other atrocities calculated to
sap the will of the United States and the
West to resist.

Iran’s logistical, financial and operational
assistance takes the form of providing ter-
rorists safehaven, travel documents such as
passports, weapons, training and technical
expertise.

Information reveals a pattern of oper-
ational contacts between the Iranian govern-
ment and Osama bin Laden’s al Qaeda orga-
nization. These contacts include: joint plan-
ning of terrorist operations, military train-
ing of bin Laden operatives inside Iran and
by Iranian IRGC and MOIS officers in Syria
and Lebanon, financial assistance to clandes-
tine terrorist and surveillance cells, false
passports, and communications.
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The 9/11 Commission report documented in
great detail the logistical, operational, and
material support provided by Iran and
Hizballah to al Qaeda. This report, released
in July 2004, echoes the earlier federal grand
jury findings about links between Iran and al
Qaeda. The Commission’s report stated that
Iran’s support of al Qaeda dates back to 1991,
when operatives from both sides met in
Sudan; by 1993, ‘‘al Qaeda received advice
and training from Hezbollah’ in intelligence,
security, and explosives, especially in how to
use truck bombs. The training took place in
the Beka’a Valley, Hizballah’s stronghold in
Lebanon.

According to the 9/11 commission report,
there is strong evidence that Iran facilitated
the transit of al Qaeda members into and out
of Afghanistan before 9/11, and that some of
these were future 9/11 hijackers. Iran’s sup-
port for al Qaeda has continued.

IRAN’S OPPOSITION TO THE ARAB-ISRAEL PEACE
PROCESS

Tehran was instrumental in the creation of
Lebanese Hizballah, which formed in 1982
under the sponsorship of Iran’s Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC), who arrived in
Lebanon as the vanguard of Khomeini’s Is-
lamic revolution.

Iran continues to provide Hizballah with
money, equipment, training locations, and
refuge from extradition. Its overall financial
support to Hizballah and Hamas totals tens
of millions of dollars in direct subsidies each
year.

IRANIAN DESIGNS IN IRAQ

Demography and geography facilitate the
impact of Iran’s expansionist ideology. With
a population three times Iraq’s and a contig-
uous territory four times Iraq’s, Iran exerts
a naturally powerful influence on its western
neighbor. Iraq’s longest border is with Iran
(over 900 miles), and the vast majority of the
Iraqi population lives within a 100-mile dis-
tance from the Iranian border, placing it
well within the sphere of Tehran’s expan-
sionist ideology.

Shiite pilgrims began flowing once again
after 2003 between the holy places in Iran
and those in Iraq, especially the holy shrines
in Najaf and Karbala. Iranian intelligence
agents also flooded the country. They quiet-
ly and effectively set up a network of agents
across Iraq, recruiting and training local vil-
lage people, former Iraqgi military officers,
politicians, and young men to collect intel-
ligence on Coalition forces and facilities.

A long period of secular Ba’athist domina-
tion in Iraq punctuated by a savage eight-
year war between Iran and Iraq countered
Iranian political influence in the region.
During this time, westward expansion of
Iran’s theocratic ideology declined. With the
April 2003 collapse of Saddam Hussein’s re-
gime and ensuing breakup of existing secu-
rity and border patrol forces, Iran seized the
chance to spread its influence and launched
a multifaceted military, intelligence, and po-
litical campaign in Iraq.

Along with intelligence agents, the Iranian
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) and the
Ministry of Intelligence (MOIS) also sent
suicide bombers, money, and weapons to sup-
port insurgents fighting against Coalition
forces in Iraq. Testimony and documentary
evidence show that officials at the highest
level of the Iranian regime have been in-
volved with planning and providing support
for terrorists and suicide bombers affiliated
not only with the upstart Shiite cleric,
Mogtada al-Sadr, but with the forces of
wanted Jordanian terrorist and al Qaeda as-
sociate, Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, and
Ba’athist loyalists as well.

In late January 2004, an Iraqi terrorist
leader captured in Falluja and accused of
carrying out beheadings and deadly attacks,
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claimed that his group was linked to Tehran.
In footage aired January 8, 2005 on the U.S.-
run television channel, AI-Hurra, Ahmed
Yassin, a leader of the Jaish Muhammed
(Muhammed’s Army) and a former colonel in
Saddam Hussein’s army, said two members
of his group went to Iran in April or May,
where they met a number of Iranian intel-
ligence officials and Iran’s Supreme Leader
Khamenei. Iranian officials provided money,
weapons, and even ‘‘car bombs.”” During De-
cember 2004, the Najaf police chief said that
the commander of three terrorists arrested
in connection with a car bomb that exploded
in the holy city on December 26, had exten-
sive connections to Iran’s Ministry of Intel-
ligence.

Tehran also recruited over four thousand
volunteers for suicide operations in Iraq in
public ceremonies in Iran attended by promi-
nent Revolutionary Guards commanders.

Iranian intelligence services have pumped
millions of dollars and hundreds of
operatives into Iraq. In a press conference in
October 2004, Iraq’s national intelligence
chief, Mohammed Al Shahwani, accused
Iran’s Baghdad embassy of recruiting ele-
ments for sabotage operations and assassina-
tions of his intelligence agents. He said that
documents showed Iran had a $45-million
budget for sowing chaos in Iraq. At least 27
people working in the Iranian embassy in
Baghdad were coordinating intelligence
gathering operations and assassinations, the
spy chief added.

Iranian meddling is aimed at frustrating
the emergence of a stable and representative
government in Iraq and also at keeping the
United States so occupied in dealing with
the insurgency that it would have neither
the will nor the resources to pressure Iran on
the nuclear issue. In the months and weeks
leading up to national elections in January
2005, both Iraqi President Ghazi al-Yawar
and Jordan’s King Abdullah charged that
Iran was heavily involved in attempting to
influence the outcome to produce a Shiite
dominated government similar to Iran’s. In
an interview with the Kuwaiti daily, Al-
Qabas on January 6, 2005, Iraqi Defense Min-
ister Hazem Shaalan accused the Iranian re-
gime of ‘“‘interfering [in Iraq] with money,
guns, and intelligence.”

With the apparent success of the Iraqi elec-
tions, Iraq has now entered a new phase.
Only a day after the January 2005 elections,
Iranian media and web sites claimed victory,
comparing the Shiites’ gain in the elections
with the Iranian revolution that brought an
Islamic system to power or with the rise of
Hizballah in the Lebanese political scene in
the Middle East.

The first and most pressing post-election
challenge is to ensure the selection of a rep-
resentative National Assembly that would
draft a modern, broadminded constitution
for Iraq. The aim would be to reflect Iraq’s
Islamic soul but avoid a narrow formula for
governance based solely on Sharia law. It is
to be expected that Iran will seek to influ-
ence the members of the National Assembly
and their drafting of this constitution.

The makeup of the future interim govern-
ment is equally important and might suc-
ceed to avoid Iranian dominance by seeking
as diverse participation as possible from all
sectors of Iraqi society. In the transitional
period before the constitution comes up for a
vote and a permanent government and mili-
tary and security structure is in place, it
will be critical to monitor Iranian efforts to
influence the process.

EXPANSIONIST RADICAL IDEOLOGY

Iran’s ‘‘Velayat e-Faqih’ system poses
both an immediate and continuing threat to
neighbors because of its aggressive policy of
expansion. This policy is evident in Iranian
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actions in Lebanon and Iraq, where cal-
culated cultivation of terrorism is an insepa-
rable characteristic of the theocratic sys-
tem.

Export of terrorism and extremism is an
intrinsic attribute of Iran’s theocratic sys-
tem. Tehran’s rulers believe their power lies
in awakening the Islamic world to their
Islamist ideology. Iran’s leadership clearly
believes the Islamic Republic’s survival de-
pends on the support of such a global force.

DENIAL OF BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS TO ITS OWN

CITIZEN

The human rights situation in Iran has de-
teriorated severely over the past year. Iron-
ically, the European Union’s ‘‘human rights
dialogue’ has had the opposite effect from
that intended because the regime has contin-
ued its suppression of the Iranian citizenry.

In December 2004, the United Nations in a
resolution criticized Iran for public execu-
tions, arbitrary sentencing, flogging, ston-
ing, and systematic discrimination against
women. The measure also condemned ‘‘the
execution of minors below eighteen years of
age, and the use of torture and other forms
of cruel, inhuman and degrading punish-
ment.”” It also rebuked Iran for discrimina-
tion against minorities, including Chris-
tians, Jews, Sunnis, and the Baha’is.

Gender discrimination and violence
against women in Iran continue to give
cause for grave concern. The parliament has
called for placing more restrictions on wom-
en’s attire and on their social freedoms. Dep-
uties have also called for segregating men
and women at universities and for other lim-
its on women’s activities. The number of
publications closed down and of people ar-
rested, prosecuted and sentenced for the
peaceful expression of their opinion has in-
creased.

While the human rights situation deterio-
rated in Iran, the public discontent has been
on the rise.

POLITICAL DISSENT IN IRAN

Over the past year, hundreds of anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations were held in Iran,
further destabilizing the regime. Originating
with complaints over municipal issues, a se-
ries of anti-regime demonstrations that
erupted in 2004 in many provincial cities,
such as Feraydoun Kenar, Boukan, and the
earthquake-stricken city of Barn, reportedly
targeted government buildings, vehicles, and
security forces.

In December 2004, students at Tehran Uni-
versity gave President Khatami an angry
and humiliating reception when he admitted
to the role he played in preserving the re-
gime. They shouted, ‘‘Shame, shame’ while
calling him a liar and demanding his res-
ignation.

The anti-regime movement, partly derailed
by the false expectations aroused as a result
of the election of Khatami as president in
1997, has now gained a new momentum. The
disillusionment of the population with
Khatami took place in July 1999, when he
failed to support a student demonstration
that turned into a six -day popular uprising,
spreading to 19 cities and shaking the foun-
dations of the regime. In the midst of a
bloody crackdown on the students, Khatami
opted to stand by the establishment; many
believe he may have ordered some of the
crackdown himself.

The opposition movement meanwhile con-
tinued its expansion, and since 1999, many
student demonstrations and popular protests
have rocked Tehran and other cities.

IN SEARCH OF A NEW APPROACH TOWARD IRAN:
OPTIONS

Some American policy advisors urge the
administration to refrain from taking a hard
line with Tehran because they interpret re-
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cent developments inside Iran as pointing to
an impending collapse of the system, much
like the Soviet implosion that led to the end
of the communist regime in the USSR. Other
policymakers advocate engagement with the
ruling clerics in Tehran in order to solve
controversial issues outstanding between the
two countries.

In a difficult atmosphere of diplomatic
gridlock, internal and international ideolog-
ical divisions, and faced with an unappealing
slate of military options, the United States
needs a broad set of options. This paper out-
lines a full spectrum of approaches toward
Iran, beginning with diplomacy and moving
through increasingly more coercive meas-
ures, culminating with an outright commit-
ment to regime change.

DIPLOMACY

Proponents of the diplomatic approach
hold that the United States has not offered
enough carrots to Iran to address its security
concerns. In addition, it is necessary to con-
vince Tehran that it is in its own interests to
abandon outlaw behavior, they contend.

There are several carrots that might be of-
fered to the Iranian regime in the hope that
a good-faith demonstration by the West to
an approach of engagement would elicit de-
sired compliance with international norms
of behavior. Most of these incentives have al-
ready been placed on the table.

This diplomatic approach requires that
Washington cooperate with Europeans to
present a united front to the regime. With
the example of U.S. resolve in Afghanistan
and Iraq before them, the Iranian leadership
might be persuaded to reach the appropriate
conclusions, if the principal European inter-
locutors were to emphasize the limits of
their ability to influence, much less control,
American foreign policy decisions. In a
version of ‘‘good cop— bad cop,’”’ the message
would be conveyed that there are con-
sequences for noncompliance that are beyond
European ability to control.

An effort to acknowledge the legitimacy of
Iranian national desires for a civilian nu-
clear power program might provide Iran an
opportunity to demonstrate its peaceful in-
tentions, according to diplomatic approach.

To enhance the acknowledged benefit of
exchange programs that bring foreign stu-
dents and business leaders to the United
States for study and travel opportunities,
Washington should look for ways to expand
such exchange programs, consistent with the
requirements of homeland security.

COERCIVE DIPLOMACY

A frank evaluation of the track record so
far on attempts at diplomatic engagement
with the ruling regime in Tehran must con-
clude that such an approach is not working
and probably will not ever succeed, if not
stiffened with more stringent measures.
Such measures would begin exacting pen-
alties from Iran if it does not comply.

At the top of the list of penalties are eco-
nomic sanctions, which will not succeed un-
less applied in concerted and cooperative
fashion by all of Iran’s major Western trad-
ing partners. Such sanctions would include
o0il; ban on airline travel; prohibition of fi-
nancial transaction, bilateral or multilateral
economic assistance, and general trade.

Increased funding and strong congressional
backing for radio and satellite television
broadcasts into Iran would send the message
that Washington wants to reach out to the
Iranian people. Public statements of support
from American officials in favor of impris-
oned and exiled Iranian political leaders
would be an encouraging sign of support for
the people.

The U.S. State Department can send a
strong message of disapproval to the regime
in Tehran by refusing to issue visas to its
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United Nations representatives that would
permit them to travel beyond the immediate
radius surrounding New York City (as occa-
sionally has been done).

In the same vein, the activities of Iran’s
diplomatic representation at the regime’s in-
terest section in the Embassy of Pakistan in
Washington, as well as at the regime’s UN
mission in New York, should continue to be
closely observed by the appropriate domestic
intelligence and other agencies for possible
unlawful activities that may include espio-
nage, threat, intimidation, or unlawful lob-
bying with Members of Congress.

Also relevant is a threat of action by an
international tribunal for Iranian leadership
crimes. It might charge the leaders with sup-
port for transnational terrorism and human
rights abuses. This threat might be made
tangible by bringing a legal case against Su-
preme Leader Khamenei.

Most important of all, the United States
must stay the course in Iraq to ensure that
a moderate system takes hold, which is rep-
resentative, committed to fairness for all
Iraqis, and intolerant only of terrorism and
violence. Helping the voices of moderate
Iraqi Muslims to be heard and protecting
them from intimidation by agents of Iranian
terror should go a long way to encourage
emergence of like-minded moderates within
Iran.

As efforts on the diplomatic front are
under way, the United States should accel-
erate its outreach to the Iranian people, as
part of the process to help them change their
future.

DESTABILIZATION

Application of the diplomatic measures
may not alter the regime’s behavior on those
issues of paramount concern to the inter-
national community, such as support for ter-
ror, pursuit of WMD programs, meddling in-
side Iraq, and violation of its citizens’
human rights. If not, then Washington
should be prepared to embrace a new option,
short of direct military action, but which
might have the best chance for success.

The middle option would open a campaign
of destabilization, whose aim would be to
weaken the grip of the ruling regime over
the Iranian people sufficiently that Iranian
opposition groups inside the country and
abroad are empowered to change the regime.
To the extent that any or all of the foregoing
diplomatic measures, coercive or not, are
deemed useful, their application should be
sustained during a destabilization phase.

However implausible or unlikely to be
taken seriously, an American call for Iranian
Supreme Leader Khamenei and his cohorts
“to return to the mosque’” might set the
stage and be used as a point of departure for
further negotiations. Such a call might give
the international community a foundation
upon which to build a case against the re-
gime.

The next stage of an American-led cam-
paign to compel conformity to international
norms of behavior would be to encourage Ira-
nian opposition groups. This is an option
that has never actually been on the table
and has not been explored sufficiently; this
option relies on the Iranian opposition to
take the lead role in coordinating a cam-
paign for regime change and establishing
representative institutions.

Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice told
reporters on her February 2005 European
trip, ‘“The Iranian people should be no dif-
ferent from the Palestinians or Iraqis or
other peoples around the world.”” That is, the
people of Iran are not immune to the wave of
democracy in the Middle East.

In January 2005, six prominent members of
the U.S. Congress, led by House Inter-
national Relations subcommittee chair for
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Middle East and Central Asia, Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen (R-FL), as well as Tom Lantos (D-
CA), Eric Cantor (R-VA), Howard Berman
(D-CA), Steve Chabot (R-OH), and Gary Ack-
erman (D-NY), introduced the Iran Freedom
Support Act (H.R. 282), with more than 50 co-
sponsors. It would provide U.S. assistance to
independent broadcasts into Iran and to pro-
democracy groups.

The best-known of the Iranian opposition
groups is the Mujahideen-e Khalq (MEK).
Founded in the 1960s by college students, the
MEK participated in the 1979 revolution
against the Shah, but quickly fell out with
Ayatollah Khomeini, who executed thou-
sands of its members and leaders. Following
the start of mass executions in June 1981, the
group went underground, and many of its
leaders fled to France from 1981 to 1986, after
which the MEK took refuge in Iraq.

While in Iraq, the group formed an army
equipped with tanks, armored personnel car-
riers, and field guns, implementing cross-
border attacks against the Iranian regime.
The MEK network in Iran also carried out
military operations against the Revolu-
tionary Guards and other government tar-
gets. The MEK has represented a significant
security threat to the Iranian regime ever
since the end of the Iran-Iraq War and could
continue to do so, were it released from its
circumscribed status in Iraq.

United States policy toward the MEK has
been ambivalent and controversial over the
years and reached a nadir in 1997, when the
Department of State placed the MEK on its
Foreign Terrorist Organizations list. This in-
clusion was primarily a goodwill gesture to
Mohammad Khatami, the newly-elected Ira-
nian president, whose administration was
looked to with much hope for its reformist
promise. Despite the State Department’s ac-
cusations that the MEK murdered Americans
in mid 1970s and supported the U.S. embassy
takeover in Tehran in 1980—charges the or-
ganization denies—the MEK has not at-
tacked or targeted U.S. interests since the
1979 Iranian revolution.

Nevertheless, the State Department added
the major political wing of the Iranian oppo-
sition, NCRI, to the Department’s terrorist
designation; previously, NCRI had operated
in the United States as a legitimate, reg-
istered organization.

Before surrendering hundreds of tanks and
armored personnel carriers to the U.S. mili-
tary, the MEK had notable mechanized and
infantry capabilities. The fledgling Iraqi
Army uses some of this equipment, since
2004.

The MEK seems to have an impressive net-
work in Iran, where it has been gathering in-
telligence on Iran’s nuclear weapons pro-
gram as well as its activities in Iraq. The
MEK published a book detailing the particu-
lars and pictures of nearly 22 thousand peo-
ple—mostly associated with the MEK—exe-
cuted for political charges by the Iranian
government.

There is sizable support among the exile
Iranian community for the MEK, which
often draws large crowds to its rallies and
demonstrations in western capitals.

THE MEK’S RELATIONSHIP WITH THE U.S.
MILITARY IN IRAQ

Months before the start of the 2003 War in
Iraq, the United States’ major concern was
Iraq’s eastern neighbor, and its perceived in-
volvement in the conflict that might have
complicated the situation in the region.
Washington, therefore, offered to alleviate
Iran’s concerns by bombing and destroying
the MEK, hoping to reach an accommodation
with Iran in a post-Saddam Iraq.

Days after the start of U.S. bombing of
Saddam’s forces in late March and early
April of 2003, Coalition planes heavily
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bombed nearly a dozen bases belonging to
the MEK, Kkilling dozens of fighters and
wounding many more.

U.S. Special Forces worked out a ceasefire
agreement with the MEK in April 15, 2003,
once the MEK consolidated its forces in a
few camps north of Baghdad. The United
States decided in May 2003 to disarm the
group, and confiscated 2,139 tanks, armored
personnel carriers, artillery pieces, air de-
fense artillery pieces, and miscellaneous ve-
hicles formerly in the MEK’s possession.

In August 2003, in what appeared to be a re-
sponse to Iranian demands, the State De-
partment acted to close down the offices of
MEK associate groups in Washington.

Tehran has been particularly sensitive to
the MEK activities inside Iran and abroad,
signaling that it takes the dissident group
most seriously. European governments and
some U.S. administrations have used the
MEK as bait to improve relations with
Tehran. In a similar vein, the November 2004
European Union nuclear agreement with
Iran includes an EU promise to treat the
MEK as a terrorist group, which addressed
Iran’s security concerns.

Although it is difficult if not impossible to
gauge the level of support MEK enjoys in
Iran, this organization is indisputably the
largest and most organized Iranian opposi-
tion group. There are nearly 3,800 of its
members in Camp Ashraf, 60 miles north of
Baghdad. Females constitute nearly a third
of its rank and file.

As of February 2005, the State Department
still listed the MEK as a foreign terrorist or-
ganization, despite calls for its removal from
the list by many members of the U.S. Con-
gress and others.

THE MEK AND OTHER OPPOSITION GROUPS
SUPPORT OF U.S. INTERESTS

The lack of viable intelligence about Iran
continues to plague analysts and planners.
As stated earlier, the MEK and NCRI re-
vealed much of the information that has
been verified about Tehran’s nuclear weap-
ons programs. In this respect, Washington
might consider using intelligence made
available from opposition groups as lead in-
formation, i.e., to be verified using inde-
pendent means.

A 16-month investigation by the State De-
partment and other government agencies of
the MEK members in Iraq culminated in the
2004 judgment that they were ‘‘protected per-
sons under the Fourth Geneva Convention,”
and that there was no basis to charge any of
them with terrorist actions.

At this juncture in 2005, therefore, a review
of U.S. policy concerning the MEK and the
overall Iranian opposition is in order. The
designation of the MEK as a foreign terrorist
organization by the State Department has
served, since 1997, as an assurance to the Ira-
nian regime that the United States has re-
moved the regime change option from the
table. Removing the terrorist designation
from the MEK could serve as the most tan-
gible signal to the Iranian regime, as well as
to the Iranian people, that a new option is
now on the table. Removal might also have
the effect of supporting President Bush’s as-
sertion that America stands with the people
of Iran in their struggle to liberate them-
selves.

In the same way that the United States
was receptive to South African anti-apart-
heid leaders and the Soviet Union’s anti-
communist activists, Washington should in-
vite prominent opposition figures both in
Iran and in exile to the United States. They
might meet with U.S. officials, Members of
Congress, academics, think tanks, and the
media. The European Parliament offered
such an example in December 2004, when it
invited Maryam Rajavi, the president of the
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NCRI to its headquarters in Strasburg, where
she offered an alternative view to that of the
Iranian regime. Tehran’s angry reaction to
this invitation served to highlight the effec-
tiveness of such measures.

As an additional step, the United States
might encourage the new Iraqi government
to extend formal recognition to the MEK,
based in Ashraf, as a legitimate political or-
ganization. Such recognition would send yet
another signal from neighboring Iraq that
the mnoose is tightening around Iran’s
unelected rulers.

In light of the MEK’s status as protected
persons under the Fourth Geneva Convention
and the continued protection that the U.S.
military provides the group in Iraq, Wash-
ington has an opportunity to decide whether
to return to the MEK its weapons, which
would relieve responsibility from the Amer-
ican military for the protection of its camps
and personnel. Such a move also would send
an unambiguous signal to the Iranian regime
that it faces an enabled and determined op-
position on its borders.

Iranian groups, whether domestic or inter-
nationally-based, which seek to broadcast or
publish pro-democracy messages inside the
country might be provided with equipment,
facilities, funding, and support. Relatively
modest expenditures on such purposes can
spell the difference between a capability for
such groups to get their message out to
international publics and in Iran.

The United States should make it official
policy to protest publicly cases of human
rights violations, crackdown on Iranian stu-
dent demonstrators, and application of inhu-
mane and degrading punishments, such as
stoning to death, flogging, eye gouging, and
amputation. Washington should be particu-
larly vigilante in providing political and
moral support to student demonstrators in
Iran and hold Tehran accountable for the ar-
rest and killing of students during anti-gov-
ernment demonstrations.

Should the United States reach a decision
to support an explicit policy of regime
change in Iran, a Presidential Finding would
be a necessary first step, enabling many ac-
tivities by U.S. entities that cannot take
place without such a finding.

The United States should ensure that Iran
understands that neither it nor the Iranian
opposition will take any option off the table,
if Iran remains unwilling to address ade-
quately international concerns about its nu-
clear programs in particular. The goal is to
ensure that democracy, tolerance, and the
rule of law are established in an Iran that
abjures use of WMD, terrorism, and threats
against its neighbors. Bringing Tehran’s fla-
grant non-compliance with the NPT before
the U.N. Security Council would be an im-
portant first step.

IN SEARCH OF A NEW APPROACH: THE MILITARY
OPTION

“We do not want American armies march-
ing on Tehran,” then-Secretary of State
Colin Powell said in November 2004. Despite
the official position of the administration,
there are some who suggest that given the
failure of the engagement option over the
past quarter century and the urgency to
counter the Iranian threat, Washington
should adopt a military option. Despite its
risks and implications, they are willing to
absorb the costs and consequences. Pro-
ponents of strikes believe that United States
interests are better served by taking preven-
tive military action in the present than fac-
ing the future nightmare of a nuclear Iran
with extensive regional dominance armed
with the ideology of hate.

Conventional force military options have a
broad spectrum upon which to draw, which
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individually or collectively might evoke dif-
ferent results and/or responses from the Ira-
nian regime.

Air options include low-end, minimal-risk
overflights of unmanned aerial vehicles into
Iranian airspace for purposes of reconnais-
sance, psychological impact, testing of Ira-
nian response and capabilities. In addition,
maximum options consist of airstrikes by
manned aircraft and drones as well as cruise
missile attacks against targeted facilities,
installations, bases, and command or re-
search centers.

Naval options range from low end overt
open waters surveillance and harassment of
Iranian shipping to maximum options such
as introduction of major forces into theater
and a full blockade of Iranian ports and wa-
ters.

On one hand, ground forces options include
a low-end approach of pressuring Iran
through the buildup of conventional ground
forces and supporting logistics capability
along borders and at strategic locations
within the region. On the other hand, there
are high-end options, such as a well-planned,
fully-coordinated and -executed ground as-
sault into Iran.

On one hand, Special Operations Forces op-
tions include low-end clandestine ground op-
erations supported by air insertion/extrac-
tion to acquire target information, emplace
sensors or precision guidance beacons, or
preposition arms/equipment for local insur-
gents. On the other hand, high-end options
consist of direct action missions against pre-
selected targets, link-up with indigenous
forces to engage and attack government fa-
cilities, bases, and personnel. In total con-
text, combinations of the various minimal to
maximum options provide a wide array of
choices that can exert significant impact on
Tehran and influence the regime economi-
cally, diplomatically, and politically.

Given the above capabilities, potential
military options include:

Limited Actions: Clandestine insertions of
Special Operations Forces to acquire preci-
sion target information, emplace remote
sensors, and preposition arms/equipment.
Such actions offer the ability to gather un-
obtrusively more reliable information than
currently available through other military
means; these actions also might establish
sustainability for future operations. But,
such actions do not cause the regime to
react as long as such actions remain clandes-
tine and the regime unaware. There is the
possibility of extremely negative reaction
from various entities internationally and in
Iran if such activity were compromised or
uncovered.

Moderate Actions: Limited naval blockade
that overtly conducts surveillance and
harasses Iranian flagged shipping; overt
overflights of Iranian airspace by U.S. sur-
veillance aircraft and unmanned platforms;
limited buildup of U.S. forces, supplies, and
equipment in friendly countries adjacent to
Iran; stationing of U.S. Marine amphibious
forces off the coast; overt equipping of Ira-
nian dissident groups; limited precision
strikes or special operations activities
against known WMD targets or munitions
factories.

As such measures become increasingly
visible to the international public, a nega-
tive reaction might occur from many quar-
ters, including, of course, Iran, which would
seek diplomatic support in world forums to
oppose U.S. activities. Assuming the effec-
tiveness of any actual military strikes that
cause damage to Iran’s WMD or other indige-
nous military capabilities, such offensive
measures would degrade Iran’s ability to em-
ploy/deploy its weapons against United
States or other friendly interests.

Outrage from some corners of the globe is
to be expected; the possibility of loss or cap-
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ture of some U.S. service personnel might
create a new dimension to the problem; out-
right military action also might toughen the
resolve of the Iranian regime and even turn
some of the Iranian people against the at-
tacking forces. Serious consideration must
be given to the likelihood that under the ex-
treme stress of being attacked, Iran might
unleash Hizballah and other terrorist organi-
zations around the world to launch terrorist
attacks against United States and/or other
friendly interests. The ultimate potential for
pulling Washington into a full-scale military
confrontation with Iran must be weighed be-
fore any military action, however limited, is
considered.

Maximum actions: Full-scale naval block-
ade, the landing of U.S. Marine Corps am-
phibious forces at strategic locations, intro-
duction of airborne, Ranger, Green Beret, or
SEAL forces to seize key objectives, and
crossborder invasion by land forces. All these
actions would be fully supported by pre-
paratory airstrikes intended to disable and
destroy command and control centers, anti-
aircraft capabilities, as well as key military
and logistics centers.

Full-scale military invasion on the scale of
Iraq or Afghanistan would be a very serious
step, embarked upon with only one ultimate
objective in mind: the overthrow of the re-
gime in Tehran and the forcible occupation
of the country. In addition to the destruc-
tion of regular army, IRGC, and MOIS mili-
tary units together with their armaments,
such an invasion would also number among
its objectives the elimination of Iran’s WMD
programs, and thereby, the ending of WMD
threats from Iran.

Full-scale military invasion of Iran, even if
supported by an international coalition,
would be likely to elicit outrage from many
corners of the globe. An invasion would be
likely to incur higher casualties and a much
longer period of intense, widespread conflict
than that experienced in Iraq. Given the size
and population of Iran, a full-scale invasion
would require a force several times the size
of the force in Iraq; continued strain on the
overall U.S. military structure and its avail-
able resources would affect long-term sus-
tainability of any such operation and the
overall ability of U.S. armed forces to re-
spond to crises elsewhere.

CONCLUSION:

Recall the nuclear time clock that is tick-
ing down as Iran drives to reach nuclear
weapons capability. If the regime continues
to prove intransigent with respect to ful-
filling its obligations under the NPT, the
international community may not have the
luxury of pursuing only a regime change pol-
icy. The theocratic leadership in Tehran
must know that they will not be permitted
to achieve a nuclear bomb status. A military
option, which could include limited strikes
against Iran’s nuclear program infrastruc-
ture, clearly would be a last option but must
clearly be understood to remain on the table.

Given the realities in the region and the
fact that the United States continues to be
engaged in Afghanistan and Iraq, a full-scale
military invasion is the least appealing of all
the options on the table for dealing with
Iran. Nevertheless, as the ultimate means of
ensuring U.S. national security interests,
such military action must remain unambig-
uously among the options at U.S. disposal.

The moderate action option that includes
limited military strikes would at best buy
time while leaving intact or even enhancing
the overall threat of the regime in areas like
terrorism, opposition to the Arab-Israel
peace process, and involvement in Iraq. Nev-
ertheless, limited, precision military strikes,
executed according to high quality targeting
information with minimal collateral damage
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and casualties might not only set back Iran’s
nuclear program to a significant degree but
likely would also help destabilize the regime.

In addition, diplomacy pursued by the Eu-
ropeans and several U.S. administrations has
produced little tangible result over the past
quarter century. And unless the potential for
U.N. Security Council sanctions is on the
table, diplomacy is likely to yield few re-
sults in the future.

While keeping open diplomatic and mili-
tary options, Washington should consider a
third alternative, one that provides a central
role for the Iranian opposition to facilitate
regime change.

APPENDIX
IRAN POLICY COMMITTEE (IPC)—CO-CHAIR
BIOGRAPHIES
James AKkins, Ambassador (ret.): James

Akins was U.S. ambassador to Saudi Arabia
during the Nixon administration. An inter-
nationally respected expert on Middle East
and energy issues, AKkins has been an active
and outspoken proponent for a just resolu-
tion of the Arab-Israeli conflict and a pre-
scient analyst of the Middle East peace proc-
ess and Arab politics in general. Author
Jean-Jacques Servan Schreiber has called
AKkins ‘‘the westerner who knows the most
about the Middle East and has the closest re-
lationship of trust with its leaders.”

Lt. Col. Bill Cowan, USMC (ret.), co-found-
er of wve3, inc.: Bill Cowan is an internation-
ally acknowledged expert in areas of ter-
rorism, homeland security, intelligence, and
military special operations. A retired Marine
Corps officer, Cowan spent three-and-a-half
years on combat assignments in Vietnam.
From 1989 through 1994, Cowan was involved
in numerous operations in the Middle East in
response to terrorist incidents and the hold-
ing of Western hostages in Beirut and Ku-
wait. He was directly involved in every facet
of the Beirut hostages drama, including
international negotiations leading to their
release in 1991.

In 1990, on behalf of a major New York law
firm and working with former CIA Director
Bill Colby, he organized and successfully
conducted a series of operations resulting in
the repatriation of a number of Western hos-
tages from Iraqi-occupied Kuwait. Cowan is a
FOX News Channel contributor and a co-
founder of the WVC3 Group, a company pro-
viding homeland security services, support
and technologies to government and com-
mercial clients.

Paul Leventhal, Founder and President,
Nuclear Control Institute: Paul Leventhal
founded the Nuclear Control Institute (NCI)
in 1981 and served as its President for 22
years prior to becoming Senior Advisor and
Founding President in June 2002. He pre-
pared four books for the Institute and lec-
tured in a number of countries on nuclear
issues, including as Distinguished Visiting
Fellow at Cambridge University’s Global Se-
curity Programme. Prior to establishing
NCI, Leventhal held senior staff positions in
the United States Senate on nuclear power
and proliferation issues.

Leventhal was Special Counsel to the Sen-
ate Government Operations Committee and
Staff Director of the Senate Nuclear Regula-
tion Subcommittee; Leventhal was respon-
sible for the investigations and legislation
that resulted in enactment of two landmark
nuclear laws—the Energy Reorganization
Act of 1974 and the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Act of 1978. He also served as co-director
of the Senate Special Investigation of the
Three Mile Island Nuclear Accident and As-
sistant Administrator for Policy and Plan-
ning at the U.S. National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration (NOAA).
Leventhal holds a bachelor’s degree from
Franklin and Marshall College and a mas-
ter’s degree from the Columbia University
Graduate School of Journalism.
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Dr. Neil Livingstone, CEO, Global Options,
Inc., an international risk management and
business solutions company, headquartered
in Washington. Livingstone is author of nine
books on terrorism and national security
topics and more than 200 articles that have
appeared in such publications as The Wash-
ington Post, The New York Times, and The
Wall Street Journal. He serves on numerous
corporate and other advisory boards, and has
appeared on more than 1100 television pro-
grams. He holds an A.B. from the College of
William and Mary, three master’s degrees,
and a Ph.D. from the Fletcher School of Law
and Diplomacy.

R. Bruce McColm, President Institute for
Democratic Strategies and Former Presi-
dent, International Republican Institute:
McColm 1is the President of Democratic
Strategies, a non-profit organization com-
mitted to strengthening democratic proc-
esses abroad. For the past 25 years, he has
been actively involved in the global move-
ment toward democracy and has written ex-
tensively on political transitions in Latin
America, Africa, and Central Europe. He has
served on numerous boards of directors and
acts as a trustee for various private founda-
tions and advocacy groups. McColm served
as president of the International Republican
Institute, where he extended the organiza-
tion’s capacity to provide technical assist-
ance on economic and political reform
around the world, introducing the use of in-
formation technologies to democracy pro-
grams. Previously, McColm worked in a vari-
ety of capacities at Freedom House, a New
York-based human rights organization and
also was elected a member of the InterAmer-
ican Commission of Human Rights by the
General Assembly of the Organization of
American States (OAS). McColm was edu-
cated at William College, Harvard Univer-
sity, and the University of Chicago.

Lt. General Thomas McInerney USAF,
(Ret.): General McInerney established his
own consulting firm, GRTT (Government Re-
form Through Technology) in January 2000.
Working with high-tech companies that do
business with federal, state, city, and local
governments, GRRT helps them introduce
advanced technology into the private sector.
From 1996-1999, Gen. Mclnerney was Chief
Executive Officer and President of Business
Executives for National Security (BENS), a
national, nonpartisan organization of busi-
ness and professional leaders, with head-
quarters in Washington. Prior to joining
BENS, Gen. McInerney was Vice President of
Command and Control for Loral Defense Sys-
tems-Eagan. He joined Loral (then Unisys
Electronic Systems Division) in 1994, fol-
lowing 35 years as a pilot, commander, and
Joint Force Commander in the United States
Air Force. Gen. McInerney retired from mili-
tary service as Assistant Vice Chief of Staff
of the Air Force and as Director of the De-
fense Performance Review (DPR), reporting
to the Secretary of Defense. In that capac-
ity, he led the Pentagon’s ‘‘reinventing gov-
ernment’’ effort, visiting more than 100 lead-
ing edge commercial companies to assimi-

late their ideas about business re-
engineering.
Gen. MclInerney earned a Bachelor of

Science degree at the U.S. Military Academy
in 1959 and a master’s degree in international
relations from George Washington Univer-
sity in 1972. He completed Armed Forces
Staff College in 1970 and the National War
College in 1973. Gen. MclInerney is a member
of several Boards of Directors.

Captain Charles T. ‘“‘Chuck’ Nash, USN
(ret.) is the founder and President of Emerg-
ing Technologies International, Inc. (ETII).
The company’s focus is to understand mili-
tary requirements and then actively search
out and identify high leverage, emerging
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technologies that can be inserted quickly
and inexpensively into tools for the U.S.
military. Clients include government labora-
tories and commercial technology compa-
nies. Previously, Capt. Nash served as Vice
President, Emerging Technologies Group,
Santa Barbara Applied Research, Inc. For 25
years before that, Capt. Nash served as an of-
ficer in the U.S. Navy, accumulating over
4,300 hours of flight time and 965 carrier
landings on nine different aircraft carriers as
a Naval Aviator. He served in a variety of
command positions with Naval Operations at
the Pentagon and U.S. Naval Forces Europe
and has filled billets with U.S. and foreign
special operations forces in Turkey, North-
ern Iraq and elsewhere. Capt. Nash pre-
viously served on the Defense Threat Reduc-
tion Agency (DTRA) and on the Naval Air
Systems Command (NAVAIR) Expert Panel
for the Supersonic Cruise Missile Advanced
Concept Technology Demonstration. He was
a sponsor and co-chairman of the OPNAV
High Speed Strike Information Day, Johns
Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory
(JHAPL). Currently, he serves on a number
of Boards of Directors and is an advisor to
the Chairman of the Board of Isothermal
Systems Research, Inc. and to the President
and CEO of Vision Technologies Inter-
national, Inc. Capt. Nash earned his B.S. in
Aeronautics from Parks College of Aero-
nautical Technology, St. Louis University
and attended the National War College at
Fort L. J. McNair in Washington. Currently
a Fox News Channel Military Analyst, Capt.
Nash frequently appears on the network to
discuss military, terrorism and aviation
issues.

Lt. General Edward Rowny, USA (ret.):
General Rowny began his military career fol-
lowing graduation from the Johns Hopkins
University and the U.S. Military Academy,
two Masters degrees from Yale University
and a Ph.D. from American University. He
fought in WW II, Korea, and Vietnam, com-
manding units from platoon to Corps size.
Later, he served in the 1970s and 1980s as an
advisor to the SALT II talks and as the chief
negotiator of the START negotiations, with
the rank of ambassador. From 1985 to 1990, he
was Special Advisor for Arms Control to
Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W.
Bush. In 1989, President Reagan awarded him
the Presidential Citizens Medal. The citation
reads that Gen. Rowny is ‘‘one of the prin-
cipal architects of America’s policy of peace
through strength. As an arms negotiator and
as a presidential advisor, he has served
mightily, courageously, and nobly in the
cause of peace and freedom.”’ In 1991, Ambas-
sador Rowny retired from government and
currently consults on international affairs.

Professor Raymond Tanter, Former Senior
Staff Member, National Security Council:
Raymond Tanter is Visiting Professor at
Georgetown University, where he teaches
courses on International Relations and Ter-
rorism. Tanter is adjunct scholar at The
Washington Institute for Near East Policy
and was scholar-in-residence at the Middle
East Institute in Washington. He researched
U.S. policy options regarding Iran at both
think tanks. After receiving a Ph.D. from In-
diana University in 1964, Prof. Tanter taught
at Northwestern, Stanford, and the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem. Tanter was a fellow
at the Hoover Institution at Stanford and
the Woodrow Wilson International Center in
Washington and a Fulbright scholar, Univer-
sity of Amsterdam. In 1975, Tanter spent a
month as scholar-in-residence at the Amer-
ican Embassy, Tokyo, lecturing on petro-
leum interruption scenarios, with special
reference to the Middle East. In 1967, Tanter
was deputy director of behavioral sciences at
the Advanced Research Projects Agency of
the U.S. Department of Defense and a mem-
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ber of the Civilian Executive Panel, Chief of
Naval Operations, 1980-1981. He served at the
White House on the National Security Coun-
cil staff, 1981-1982. In 1983-1984, he was per-
sonal representative of the Secretary of De-
fense to arms control talks in Madrid, Hel-
sinki, Stockholm, and Vienna. He is a mem-
ber of the Council on Foreign Relations.
Among Tanter’s publications is Rogue Re-
gimes: Terrorism and Proliferation, New
York: St. Martin’s Press, 1997. Tanter is a
member of the Council on Foreign Relations,
Committee on the Present Danger, American
Political Science Association, and the Iran
Policy Committee.

Major General Paul E. Vallely, USA (Ret.):
General Vallely retired in 1991 from the U.S.
Army as Deputy Commanding General, U.S.
Army Pacific in Honolulu, Hawaii. Gen.
Vallely graduated from the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point and was commis-
sioned in the Army in 1961, serving a distin-
guished career of 32 years in the Army. He
served in many overseas theaters, including
Europe and the Pacific Rim countries, as
well as two combat tours in Vietnam. He has
served on U.S. security assistance missions
on civilian-military relations in locales
around the world. Gen. Vallely is a graduate
of the Infantry School, Ranger and Airborne
Schools, Jumpmaster School, the Command
and General Staff School, The Industrial Col-
lege of the Armed Forces and the Army War
College. His combat service in Vietnam in-
cluded positions as infantry company com-
mander, intelligence officer, operations offi-
cer, military advisor and aide-de-camp. He
has over 15 years experience in Special Oper-
ations, Psychological and Civil-Military Op-
erations. Gen. Vallely was one of the first
nominees for Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Special Operations under President
Reagan and commanded the 351st Civil Af-
fairs Command during the 1980s. He has
served as a consultant to the Commanding
General of the Special Operations Command
as well as the Department of Defense Anti-
Drug and Counter-Terrorist Task Forces.
Gen. Vallely is a military analyst for Fox
News Channel and is a guest on many nation-
ally-syndicated radio talk shows. He also is a
guest lecturer on the War on Terror and has
just co-authored a book entitled The
Endgame, Winning the War on Terror.

Clare M. Lopez, Executive Director, IPC is
a strategic policy and intelligence analyst
with a focus on Middle East, homeland secu-
rity, national defense, and counterterrorism
issues. Based for the last five years in the
private sector environment of the Wash-
ington metro area, Lopez began her career as
an operations officer with the Central Intel-
ligence Agency (CIA), serving domestically
and abroad for 20 years in a variety of as-
signments. Lopez served as a Senior Intel-
ligence Analyst, Subject Matter Expert, and
Program Manager for the Alexandria, VA
firm, HawkEye Systems, LLC. Lopez pre-
viously produced Technical Threat Assess-
ments for U.S. Embassies at the Department
of State, Bureau of Diplomatic Security,
where she worked as a Senior Intelligence
Analyst for Chugach Systems Integration.
During Lopez’s CIA career, she served under
diplomatic cover in various postings around
the world, acquiring extensive regional ex-
pertise with a career focus on the former So-
viet Union, Central and Eastern Europe and
the Balkans. She has served in or visited
over two dozen nations worldwide and speaks
several languages, including Spanish, Bul-
garian, French, German, and Russian. Lopez
began a study of Arabic in 2003 at the De-
partment of Agriculture Graduate School be-
fore transferring to the Middle East Insti-
tute (MEI) in downtown Washington.

Lopez received a B.A. in Communications
and French from Notre Dame College of Ohio
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and an M.A. in International Relations from
the Maxwell School of Syracuse University.
She completed Marine Corps Officer Can-
didate School (OCS) in Quantico, Virginia
before declining a commission in order to
join the CIA. Lopez is a Visiting Researcher
and an occasional guest lecturer on
counterterrorism, national defense, and
international relations at Georgetown Uni-
versity. Lopez is a member of the Inter-
national Association of Counterterrorism
and Security Professionals (IACSP), Women
in International Security (WIIS) and the
Middle East Institute (MEI).

————

RECOGNIZING THE ACHIEVEMENTS
OF THE RELAY FOR LIFE AND
THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Relay for Life, a charity event
that has helped us in the war against cancer.

The Relay for Life celebrates the survivors
of cancer and further helps to raise funds for
the American Cancer Society. It serves to
bring people from every age group, religious
denomination, political affiliation, and racial
background together in the common cause of
fighting cancer.

The American Cancer Society estimates
that over 86,880 new cases of cancer will alter
the lives of Texans this year. When we look at
these numbers it is important to see past the
statistics. This number of 86,880 represents
86,880 mothers, 86,880 fathers, sisters, broth-
ers, best friends, and spouses. This number
represents the people that we care about the
most; this figure impacts our families.

In keeping with my vow and promise to help
keep our families strong and healthy, | am
honored to provide the participants of this im-
portant event with both my presence and
blessing. | thank all of you for your passionate
dedication for family, friends, state, and nation.

——

ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. TODD TIAHRT

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 21, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 6) to ensure jobs
for our future with secure, affordable, and re-
liable energy;

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Chairman, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 6, the Energy Policy
Act of 2005. This comprehensive energy bill is
a bipartisan effort to bring lower energy prices
to consumers while spurring our economy to-
ward growth for the future. Hundreds of thou-
sands of jobs will be created, energy con-
servation will be promoted and our environ-
ment will be cleaner as a result of the policies
in this bill.

House Republicans have a track record of
passing energy legislation in both the 107th
Congress and the 108th Congress. But we
were unfortunately not able to get a bill to the
President due to unwillingness by Senate
Democrats.
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| am hopeful this year will be different and
that Congress will finally pass an energy pol-
icy that will take our country forward. | know
Kansans in my district are tired of paying high
prices for gasoline, and they want a good en-
ergy bill passed soon. The longer we wait to
pass a national energy plan, the longer it will
take to counter rising energy costs. The En-
ergy Policy Act of 2005 is a huge step in the
right direction and will help both the public and
private sector address our energy needs for
years to come.

H.R. 6 promotes clean coal technology and
provides incentives for renewable energies
such as ethanol, biomass, wind, solar and
hydroelectricity.

| am very pleased H.R. 6 includes a Renew-
able Fuels Standard that will help introduce up
to five billion gallons a year by 2012. The
more ethanol and biodiesel is used by drivers
across America, the cleaner our air will be.
Plus, we will be providing America’s farming
communities with alternative income opportu-
nities for commodities such as corn and soy-
beans.

| have spoken to numerous Kansas farmers
who say over and over again that the ethanol
provisions contained in the energy bill are
good for our struggling rural communities.
Many counties and small towns in Kansas
have faced years of declining populations.
Whenever we can provide increased economic
opportunities for rural communities while pro-
viding for our nation’s energy needs, we cre-
ate a win-win situation.

Another promising renewable energy source
is wind energy. There are plenty of places in
the great State of Kansas where landowners
are eager and willing to work with private in-
vestors to capture this abundant natural re-
source and turn it into usable energy. Anyone
who has visited our State will know we have
plenty of wind. By reauthorizing the Renew-
able Energy Production Incentive program to
provide renewable energy production incen-
tives for wind, we are giving landowners and
businesses the assistance needed to tap into
this underutilized energy source.

This legislation also establishes a Depart-
ment of Energy rebate program for renewable
energy systems installed in homes or small
businesses. And the Federal Government is
directed to use more renewable energy in fu-
ture years with a goal of using 7.5 percent or
more by 2013.

By promoting forms of renewable energy,
we are helping move our country toward a
more sustainable energy future.

In addition to promoting renewable energy
sources and looking toward the future, this en-
ergy bill also addresses the realities of our en-
ergy needs today. Americans everywhere are
frustrated with high gasoline prices. One of the
contributing factors to high fuel prices is the
fact that the United States has not built a
large-scale refinery in over 20 years. And
since 1981, half of the refineries have been
shut down. When we not only cease building
new refineries, but we reduce the number of
facilities needed to produce fuel, it is no won-
der gasoline prices continue to steadily rise.

H.R. 6 helps address rising fuel costs by
providing an accelerated review and approval
process for new refinery facilities in a refinery
revitalization zone. The energy bill designates
certain areas as refinery revitalization zones
based on a region’s previous refining or manu-
facturing experience and current unemploy-
ment rate.
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The United States depends on foreign
sources of oil for 62 percent of our Nation’s
supply, and that percentage is projected to in-
crease to 75 percent within 5 years. Not only
is our demand for oil rising, but global crude
oil demand is increasing, particularly in coun-
tries like China. We must take action to re-
duce our dependence on foreign oil.

This energy bill has several provisions that
help us do just that. It expands our domestic
supply by increasing domestic oil and gas ex-
ploration and development on non-park Fed-
eral lands. And by requiring five billion gallons
of renewable fuel by 2012, we will save 1.6
billion barrels of oil by 2012.

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 promotes a
cleaner environment by encouraging new in-
novations and the use of alternative power
sources by launching a state-of-the-art pro-
gram to enable hydrogen fuel cell cars to com-
pete in the marketplace by 2020. This is just
one example of how we are encouraging
ideas to move from conception to application
in the marketplace.

H.R. 6 requires the Department of Energy to
develop a plan outlining technical milestones
as well as technical and non-technical hurdles
to hydrogen vehicles and their associated in-
frastructure. The hydrogen program is to be
conducted as a partnership between public
and private enterprises to address the produc-
tion of hydrogen from diverse sources.

Hydrogen can be produced from fossil fuels,
hydrogen-carrier fuels and renewable energy
resources, including biomass and nuclear en-
ergy. The program also addresses pipeline hy-
drogen transmission, convenient refueling, ad-
vanced vehicle technologies, hydrogen stor-
age and the development of necessary codes
and standards.

The legislation authorizes $200 million for
the “Clean Cities” program, which will provide
grants to state and local governments to ac-
quire alternative fueled vehicles.

H.R. 6 will improve our Nation’s electricity
transmission capacity and reliability. By pro-
viding for expedited siting processes on both
Federal and private lands, transmission lines
will be able to be more efficiently and quickly
placed so power can be transmitted across
the country. The bill also greatly improves the
operation and reliability of electric transmission
networks by providing for open access to
transmission lines not previously subject to the
same open access requirements. The Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission is directed to
do an incentive rate rulemaking and to provide
for participant funding.

The Energy Policy Act of 2005 promotes in-
vestment in the electric sector by repealing ex-
isting Public Utility Holding Company Act re-
quirements and replacing them with authority
for Federal and State regulators to examine
relevant books and records.

H.R. 6 promotes more natural gas explo-
ration. Many Kansans rely on natural gas to
fuel stoves, furnaces, water heaters, clothes
dryers and even backyard barbeques. Natural
gas is the cleanest fossil fuel, resulting in ap-
proximately 50 percent less carbon dioxide
than coal and a third less carbon dioxide than
oil. But those who rely on this energy source
have seen their bills skyrocket.

Provisions in H.R. 6 allow for more natural
gas exploration and development by providing
royalty relief for deep and ultra-deep gas wells
in the shallow waters of the Gulf of Mexico.
Improved access to North America’s abundant
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natural gas resources will help reduce high
utility bills, create jobs and provide more than
$500 million of increased revenues for the
U.S. economy.

Businesses depend on natural gas to
produce steel, glass, paper, clothing, alu-
minum, brick and most importantly, electricity.
Even farmers rely on it to produce fertilizer
needed for the crops that ultimately become
food on our tables. And cities rely on natural
gas to comply with tough air quality standards.

H.R. 6 also extends daylight savings time by
two months. This extension will reduce energy
consumption by the equivalent of 100,000 bar-
rels of oil each day. Studies indicate the pro-
posal to adopt extended daylight savings time
from the first Sunday in March to the last Sun-
day in November will lower crime and traffic
fatalities. This provision will also give families
more daylight hours to enjoy outdoor recre-
ation and opportunity for increased economic
activity.

If America wants to be more competitive
globally, we must pass a comprehensive en-
ergy bill that allows businesses to operate with
sustainable, low-cost forms of energy. H.R. 6
moves us in that direction, and | urge my col-
leagues to help make America more competi-
tive by voting for the Energy Policy Act of
2005.

—————

TRIBUTE TO LINC TELACU
SCHOLARS DAY

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, as a member of
the Congressional Hispanic Caucus, | rise
today to acknowledge the dedication and com-
mitment of TELACU to underserved students
in Los Angeles and to recognize June 3, 2005
as LINC TELACU Scholars Day. The Edu-
cation Foundation has been steadfast in its
goals of increasing financial assistance for
those that need it most and providing
mentorship to young Latino students. Mr.
Speaker, it gives me no greater pleasure than
recognizing the Foundation’s outstanding
achievements and encouraging the continued
support of TELACU.

TELACU has remained committed to pro-
viding community development through busi-
ness expansion as well as quality affordable
housing. The LINC TELACU Education Foun-
dation affords TELACU the opportunity to
open doors to educational institutions and con-
tributes to the development of the future lead-
ers of our communities.

Together with the profits from its own busi-
nesses and in partnership with corporations
and individuals, TELACU has awarded millions
of dollars in financial resources to thousands
of deserving students. The students have the
opportunity to attend some of the finest and
most prestigious colleges and universities
throughout the United States.

The LINC TELACU Education Foundation
has been paramount in providing necessary
outreach to our Nation’s most vital asset, our
children. With the continued leadership of
David Lizarraga, President and CEO of
TELACU, and his dedicated staff, efforts to im-
prove educational opportunities for our youth
have been extremely successful.
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In 2004, 100 percent of LINC TELACU col-
lege seniors earned their degree; 100 percent
of high school Scholars graduated, compared
to the national Latino average of only 50 per-
cent and the Los Angeles County average of
only 39 percent among Latino students; 100
percent of high school Scholars enrolled in
post-secondary education, compared to the
Los Angeles County average of only 22 per-
cent among Latinos; and, 100 percent of
Health Careers Program senior nursing stu-
dents completed their degree and received
certification.

The Education Foundation has provided
strong foundations for young people and al-
lowed Latino students to continue on to higher
education. Their dedicated work has hastened
the development of our future Latino leaders
and allowed the larger national community to
see the amazing potential of our Latino youth.

Mr. Speaker, | join today with community
members of Southern California in congratu-
lating the valued services of the LINC
TELACU Education Foundation. | express my
sincere admiration for their organization and
am honored by the opportunity to recognize
the LINC TELACU Scholars today.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, on April 26, 2005 |
missed rollcall votes Nos. 133 and 134. Had
| been present, | would have voted “aye” on
the motion to instruct conferees on the FY
2005 supplemental appropriations bill and
“aye” on the motion to instruct conferees on
the FY 2006 Budget Resolution.

——————

HONORING THE SCHUSTER FAMILY
AND THE NATIONAL KIDNEY
FOUNDATION

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the contributions of the Schuster
Family to the prevention and treatment of kid-
ney and urinary tract disease. On April 27th,
the National Kidney Foundation of Massachu-
setts, Rhode Island, New Hampshire, and
Vermont will host a dinner with President Bill
Clinton in honor of Gerald and Elaine Schuster
and their two sons Mark and Scott for their 35
years of tireless dedication to this important
cause.

In 1954, Dr. Joseph Murray performed the
very first organ transplant in the world at the
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston.
That same year, the National Kidney Founda-
tion of Massachusetts, which would later ex-
pand to include Rhode Island, New Hamp-
shire, and Vermont, was founded.

For more than half a century since then, the
National Kidney Foundation and its affiliates
have played a crucial role in the prevention
and treatment of kidney and urinary tract dis-
ease. In particular, the Foundation provides
patient services, funding for much-needed re-
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search, free early-screening services, public
and professional education, and organ dona-
tion information. In addition, the Foundation
helps further the prevention and treatment of
kidney and urinary tract disease.

The Schuster Family has long played a vital
role in the success of the National Kidney
Foundation. As President of the National Kid-
ney Foundation of Massachusetts, Elaine
Schuster successfully advocated for including
organ donation check-off on Massachusetts’
drivers licenses in 1968, a move which has
saved countless lives by giving every citizen
an opportunity to get involved in an easy and
direct way.

In 1978, the Schuster family felt the impact
of their work firsthand, when Mark Schuster
donated a kidney to save his brother Scott’s
life. Twenty-six years later, Scott Schuster is a
successful businessman and Chairman of the
very Foundation that helped to make his life-
saving surgery possible.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing the dedication of the Schuster
Family, and the important, lifesaving work of
the National Kidney Foundation.

TRIBUTE TO JANE EAGLEN

HON. JIM McDERMOTT

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. MCDERMOTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in tribute to Jane Eaglen, among the foremost
sopranos on the stages of international opera,
renowned for her performances on concert
platforms around the globe, and for her clas-
sical recordings.

Teachers in her native England encouraged
her unique voice from a young age, and she
was trained in the style of both Bellini and
Wagner. From the time she joined the English
National Opera, Ms. Eaglen garnered acclaim
in a variety of roles until her breakthrough
casting as Donna Anna in Mozart's Don
Giovanni at the Scottish Opera.

In the two decades since then, she has
achieved success in roles such as Isolde (for
the Metropolitan Opera, Seattle Opera, Teatro
Liceu Barcelona, Lyric Opera of Chicago, and
in Puerto Rico). She has won worldwide ap-
plause for her rendition of Brunnhilde (per-
formed in Seattle, Chicago, San Francisco,
Milan, New York and the United Kingdom),
and recently triumphed as Ariadne in Seattle.

Jane Eaglen is equally accomplished as a
concert artist. She has worked with distin-
guished orchestras from Boston to Salzburg,
and with the world’s leading maestros includ-
ing Daniel Barenboim, Zubin Mehta, Danielle
Gatti and Claudio Abbado. Her performances
with the Seattle Symphony Orchestra, con-
ducted by Gerard Schwartz, have thrilled audi-
ences. Her extensive discography of classical
recordings has won over fans of the music of
masters from Strauss to Beethoven to Mahler.
Her recording of Tannhauser with Barenboim
received a Grammy Award in 2003 for Best
Opera Recording.

Mr. Speaker, Jane Eaglen has been a resi-
dent of my district for the past several years,
and it is with pride that | note that Seattle’s
Rainier Club has named her Laureate for
2005-2006. She joins previous laureates au-
thor Jonathan Raban, glass artist Dale
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Chihuly, jazz virtuoso Ernestine Anderson,
Pulitzer Prize winning cartoonist David Horsey,
and playwright August Wilson. Her memorable
performances with the Seattle Opera and the
Seattle Symphony merit the Rainier Club adu-
lation.

We look forward to future renditions of the
world’s great music by the versatile Jane
Eaglen. | would invite you to Seattle to hear
her in the complete Ring cycle this August, but
the Seattle Opera says it’s sold out.

————

FRIENDS OF THE CHILDREN
NATIONAL DEMONSTRATION ACT

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER

OF OREGON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | am in-
troducing the “Friends of the Children National
Demonstration Act” that would authorize $7.5
million for Friends of the Children to support
local program operations at existing sites and
to disseminate findings to policymakers and
other youth-serving programs, Friends of the
Children is the only program in the nation that
provides carefully screened full-time profes-
sional mentors to at-risk children for 12 years
starting at five years of age,

This innovative program began in Portland,
Oregon, starting in 1993 with 3 “Friends”,
mentors serving 24 children. Today, Friends of
the Children serves over 600 children in 11
communities across the nation. The young
people who participate are truly the most de-
fenseless—they are children of poverty; they
have been in foster care, on welfare, and have
parents who are incarcerated or are homeless.

| look forward to working with my colleagues
to pass this bill and make a commitment to
improving the lives of at-risk children.

CONGRATULATING WEST ANCHOR-
AGE HIGH SCHOOL ON ITS PAR-
TICIPATION IN THE “WE THE
PEOPLE” COMPETITION

HON. DON YOUNG

OF ALASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, from
April 30-May 2, 2005 more than 1200 stu-
dents from across the United States will visit
Washington, D.C. to take part in the national
finals of We the People: The Citizen and the
Constitution, the most extensive educational
program in the country developed specifically
to educate young people about the U.S. Con-
stitution and Bill of Rights. Administered by the
Center for Civic Education, the We the People
program is funded by the U.S. Department of
Education.

| am proud to announce that the class from
West Anchorage High School will represent
the state of Alaska in this prestigious national
event. These outstanding students, through
their knowledge of the U.S. Constitution, won
their statewide competition and earned the
chance to come to our nation’s capitol and
compete at the national level.

While in Washington, the students will par-
ticipate in a three-day academic competition
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that simulates a congressional hearing in
which they “testify” before a panel of judges.
Students demonstrate their knowledge and un-
derstanding of constitutional principles and
have opportunities to evaluate, take, and de-
fend positions on relevant historical and con-
temporary issues. It is important to note that
the Educational Testing Service (ETS) charac-
terizes the We the People program as a
“great instructional success.” Independent
studies by ETS have revealed that We the
People students “significantly outperformed
comparison students on every topic of the
tests taken.”

Congratulations to Elizabeth DeYoung,
Monique Eniero, Roberta Gordaoff, Danielle
Johnson, Jayme Johnson, Vassar Louis-Brad-
ford, Gareth Olds, Michael Pascual, Courtney
Prokosch, Alexander Richert, Gerriane
Villanueva, Jeffery Wittsey and their teacher
Pamela Orme.

| wish these students the best of luck at the
We the People national finals and applaud
their outstanding achievement.

APPLAUDING KAZAKHSTAN’S
PRESIDENT NURSULTAN
NAZARBAYEV

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, | congratu-
late the President and the people of
Kazakhstan on the 10th anniversary of the re-
moval of the last nuclear weapons from their
territory within the framework of the Coopera-
tive Threat Reduction program.

| applaud Kazakhstan’s President Nursultan
Nazarbayev’s leadership and courage. Today,
we can state with great confidence that the
decision of Kazakhstan’s leader to renounce
the world’s fourth largest arsenal of deadly nu-
clear weapons was made not only in the inter-
est of the mankind, but it has changed the
course of world history. As we all know, pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction and
international terrorism remain major threats to
the world in this new century. It is frightful to
imagine a scenario where terrorist organiza-
tions such as Al-Qaeda could have gained ac-
cess to Kazakhstan’s nuclear arsenal.

Mankind is more secure because of the
contribution of Kazakhstan and its leader.

Kazakhstan is a universally recognized lead-
er and one of the key players in nonprolifera-
tion and deserves praise for its actions. We
believe Kazakhstan, under the leadership of
President Nazarbayev, will continue to
strengthen this role.

Kazakhstan stands firmly by its international
commitments in nonproliferation and stands
ready to expand this cooperation with the
United States. Convincing evidence of the
growing cooperation was evident in the sign-
ing in the December 2004 amendment to the
bilateral agreement on the nonproliferation of
weapons of mass destruction which brought
the two nations to a new level of cooperation
in preventing the threat of bio-terrorism.

Today, we mark not only the successful
interaction between our nations in non-
proliferation, but also the growing relations of
the strategic partnership between the United
States and Kazakhstan. Since the first days of
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independence Kazakhstan has chosen to build
a truly democratic and market oriented soci-
ety, and proved itself as a strong and essen-
tial partner and ally of the United States.
American people will never forget the support
of the President and people of Kazakhstan at
the difficult time following 9/11. | would also
like to express my gratitude to Kazakh military
engineers who have so far destroyed more
than 3 million pieces of ordnance in Irag, and
saved the lives of many lIraqgis and those of
our brave soldiers.

Kazakhstan’s continued dynamic develop-
ment is a pledge of prosperity and stability for
all of Central Asia. President Nazarbayev
rightfully should get credit for transforming his
country into an undeniable leader in political
and economic reforms.

Mr. Speaker, again | would like to congratu-
late the President and the people of
Kazakhstan on their achievements and wish
this young country full achievement of its po-
tential. With a great deal of optimism, | look
forward to the years ahead as the partnership
between Kazakhstan and the United States
strengthens to benefit the people of both na-
tions and the world at large.

RECOGNIZING THE DISTINGUISHED
SERVICE OF THE CASTRO
BROTHERS

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and honor eight brothers who have
distinguished service records worthy of com-
mendation. Although men in the same families
have served side by side and generation after
generation throughout our nation’s history, few
families can claim the level of service that is
shared by the Castro family. Together, the
Castro brothers’ military service totals 172
years, an average of nearly 22 years each.

As Chairman of the House Armed Services
Committee, | want to thank the Castro broth-
ers for their distinguished leadership, dedica-
tion and service to their country, community
and fellow veterans. My fellow colleagues, |
ask that you join me in recognizing: Master
Sergeant Abe Castro, Sergeant First Class
Carlos Castro, Sergeant Jose Castro, Ser-
geant Juan Castro, Sergeant Erasmo Castro,
Captain Julio Castro, Master Sergeant Basilio
Castro, and Sergeant Arthur Castro. While
each of the Castro brothers served our nation
with honor and distinction, | would like to pay
particular attention to the service of Abe and
Jose Castro. As a rifleman in World War Il
and Korea, Abe was wounded a total of five
times, received four Purple Hearts, two Com-
bat Infantry Badges, a Silver Star, a Bronze
Star, and seven battle stars. His brother Jose,
who served in the Korean War, was wounded
3 times in combat, and recommended for the
Bronze and Silver Stars.

During this time of conflict, patriotism runs
high and many Americans ask what they can
do for their country. The Castro brothers, like
those on guard today, have made the bold
and courageous decision to dedicate a part of
their lives to making our nation and the world
a safer place for all. They responded to our
nation’s call by voluntarily offering their service
and contributing their very best.
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In his first inaugural message as Governor
of California, Ronald Reagan is quoted as
saying, “freedom is a fragile thing and is never
more than one generation away from extinc-
tion. It is not ours by inheritance; it must be
fought for and defended constantly by each
generation, for it comes only once to a people.
Those who have known freedom, and then
lost it, have never known it again.” We will
continue to rely on individuals and families,
like the Castros, that are willing to uphold the
tradition of military service and put their nation
before themselves.

Family means many things to different peo-
ple. To the Castro brothers, family means mili-
tary service. It is a real pleasure for me—both
professionally and personally—to recognize
and pay tribute to these brothers and their dis-
tinguished service records.

APPRECIATION OF ED GROVES

HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, after 15
years of devoted service to the North Ten-
nessee Workforce Board, Edgar Ray Groves
is stepping down and | wanted to take a mo-
ment to thank him for his service.

In 1990, Groves was first appointed to the
position and began working to reorganize the
way services were provided. Within two short
years improvements were already noticeable,
and in 1992 the NTWB received the Gov-
ernor's cup for its outstanding accomplish-
ment.

By 1996, the NTWB was leading the State
in all Workforce Development services and
had won national recognition by the U.S. De-
partment of Labor. And that same year, NTWB
began operating a Career Center on post at
Fort Campbell, delivering dislocated worker
services to soldiers exiting the Army.

Although Groves will no longer be serving
as chair, he will continue to serve as a mem-
ber of the local workforce board and the Ten-
nessee State Workforce Board.

| join with our community in offering Ed
Groves our sincere appreciation for his years
of service.

———

MAYDAY MANUFACTURING AND
PRESIDENT MIKE NELSON WIN
SBA’S SUBCONTRACTOR OF THE
YEAR

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commend Mayday Manufacturing Co., Inc., lo-
cated in the 26th District of Texas, and its
President Mike Nelson on being named Re-
gional Subcontractor of the Year by the United
States Small Business Association.

This recognition is awarded to ten sub-
contractors around the country by the U.S.
SBA to companies that meet or exceed their
government contracts. Subcontractors are
nominated by the government and prime con-
tractors for outstanding performance in various
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areas. Mayday Manufacturing won the award
for Region 6 which encompasses Arkansas,
Louisiana, New Mexico, Okalahoma and
Texas. Vought Aircraft Industries, also located
in North Texas, nominated Mayday Manufac-
turing and President Nelson.

Mayday Manufacturing Co., Inc. started in
1966 in a small Texas garage. It has grown
over 39 years as a business which now
serves hundreds of customers globally. The
company specializes in aerospace parts to be
used in commercial and military aircraft.

| am proud of Mike Nelson and his company
for winning SBA’s Regional Subcontractor of
the Year award. Their industriousness is a fine
example of how small businesses make a pro-
found impact. Mayday Manufacturing is a won-
derful example on which other companies
should model themselves in order to attain this
high level of achievement.

———

APPLAUDING THE WITHDRAWAL
OF SYRIAN TROOPS FROM LEB-
ANON

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR.

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to applaud the withdrawal of the remaining
Syrian troops from Lebanon on April 26, 2005.
This withdrawal marks the end of a 29 year
military presence which allowed Syria to un-
duly influence and manipulate Lebanon’s gov-
ernment and people. During these years, dis-
senters of Syrian influence have been politi-
cally persecuted. Some have been abducted
and others murdered.

Syria has played a devious role in Lebanon
in the past decades. | do appreciate Syria’s
decision to recall its final troops in accordance
with U.N. Security Council Resolution 1559.
However, Syria must completely stop imposing
its influence and will on Lebanon. This will
clear the way for the Lebanese to exert their
rights to self government and bring about a
more promising era in Lebanon’s history.

It is my hope that the Lebanese people will
use this landmark development to institute a
free and equitable government. | do not pre-
tend that establishing such a government will
not be trying for the Lebanese people. The
ethnic, religious, and political segmentation
which fueled Lebanon’s lengthy civil war still
exist within the nation’s borders. Now that the
Syrian troops have departed, Maronite, Sunni,
and Shi’a, Opposition and Loyalists will need
to work together in order to form a stable and
autonomous government for Lebanon.

Overcoming these types of divisions is inevi-
tably a challenging task. However, | have
great faith in the ability of the people of Leb-
anon to do so. In a recent poll conducted in
Lebanon, citizens revealed that they derived
their primary identification not as their religious
or political orientation, but rather as being Leb-
anese. This is a promising indication of the di-
rection which Lebanon’s politics can take. If
The people of Lebanon are able to make the
welfare their nation rather than their own
group interests their top priority, | am confident
that Lebanon’s government will be able to
flourish.

E799

TRIBUTE TO FORT BEND, ISD FOR
WINNING THE AWARD FOR BEST
DISTRICT-WIDE MOCK STUDENT
ELECTION PROGRAM

HON. RON PAUL

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
congratulate the Fort Bend Independent
School District (ISD) for winning the award for
having the best district-wide mock student
election program in the nation from the Amer-
ican Association of School Administrators and
the National Student/Parent Mock Election.
Fort Bend ISD’s program is an innovative edu-
cational project combining resources from the
social studies, math, and education technology
departments to create an interactive website
containing election resources, an online voting
location, and a database of election results.

Fort Bend students can use the database to
study election results, create spreadsheets,
and draw conclusions about the election proc-
ess. The website also includes information for
parents, including a link to the county reg-
istrar's office for voter registration. Another
part of the program involved the county elec-
tion board deputizing teachers so the teachers
could register adults, including eligible high
school students, to vote in the 2004 election.

Each school within the Fort Bend ISD indi-
vidualized its mock election by having can-
didates debate and the students decorate the
polling places. Students also studied potential
campaign strategies for the candidates they
supported. Student participation were very
strong, with over 40,000 votes cast.

The curricula developed to analyze mock
election results were made available to ele-
mentary, middle and high school students. Ac-
cording to the National Student/Parent Mock
Election, which evaluates similar curricula na-
tionwide, Fort Bend ISD’s curricula was very
strong. Particularly impressive was Fort Bend
ISD’s utilization of Microsoft Excel to analyze
and generate summaries of the election re-
sults.

Fort Bend ISD’s mock student election
project was an innovative use of technology
and community support to educate children
about the electoral process and thus prepare
them to be active, and informed, citizens. | am
proud to pay tribute to the teachers, adminis-
trators, parents, and especially the students of
Fort Bend ISD for winning the award for the
best mock student election project in the na-
tion from the American Association of School
Administrators and the National Student/Par-
ent Mock Election.

———

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF IKE AND DORIS EPSTEIN

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Ike and
Doris Epstein, Junior Achievement of Laredo
Business Hall of Fame Laureates.

Ike and Doris Epstein are a true American
success story. When lke started his business,
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Dr. Ike’s, it had one location and an inventory
of only $10,000. Today, his business has
grown to three locations, with a value of al-
most $8 million.

Ike and Doris met at the University of Texas
in 1951, when they were both attending under-
graduate school. They were married in 1955.
lke went into business for himself in 1958,
after serving in the U.S. Army in Okinawa, and
Doris opened her own business, Globetrotter
of Laredo Travel Agency, in 1979.

Both of the Epsteins believe in treating their
customers and employees like family. It is
their own family, however, that they are proud-
est of. They have two children, Clayton and
Karen, and four grandchildren. In spite of both
work and family obligations, the Epsteins have
also found the time to be enthusiastic commu-
nity volunteers. The Women’s City Club, Pen-
nies for Tennies, Crimestoppers, the Salvation
Army, and the United Way are only a few of
the organizations that they have supported
over the years.

lke and Doris Epstein are a great success
story, and a great team. They are an example
for the rest of us of the power of hard work
and dedication, and of the importance of treat-
ing other people like members of your own
family. They are an important part of what
makes Laredo such a great city, and | am
proud to have had the chance to honor them
here today.

——

MEDAL OF HONOR WINNER LOUIS
CAPET SHEPARD

HON. STEVEN C. LaTOURETTE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, today |
had a flag flown over the United States Capitol
in honor of Louis Capet Shepard, the only
Medal of Honor winner from Ashtabula Coun-
ty, Ohio, which is in my congressional district.
Shepard served in the U.S. Navy during the
Civil War.

Louis C. Shepard was born in Ashtabula on
September 2, 1841, and served in the Navy
as an ordinary seaman. Shepard was awarded
the Medal of Honor for his valor during the as-
sault on Fort Fisher in North Carolina. The
Medal of Honor is the country’s highest award
for valor.

Each time a Medal of Honor is awarded, the
following words are spoken: “For Conspicuous
Gallantry and Intrepidity in Action at the Risk
of Life, Above and Beyond the Call of Duty.”
These words certainly exemplify Shepard’s ac-
tions during the assault on Fort Fisher on Jan-
uary 15, 1865.

According to records, Shepard was honored
for advancing gallantly through severe enemy
fire while armed only with a revolver and cut-
lass which made it impossible to return the fire
at that range. Shepard succeeded in not only
reaching the angle of the fort, but in being one
of the few to enter it. When the rest of the
men to his rear were forced to retreat due to
devastating fire, Shepard was forced to with-
draw and seek the shelter of one of the
mounds near the stockade. Shepard then suc-
ceeded in regaining the safety of his ship.
Shepard was just 23 years old at the time.

After the fall of Fort Fisher on January 15,
1865, the Confederate army evacuated its re-
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maining forts in the Cape Fear area, and
Union forces soon overtook Wilmington. Once
Wilmington fell, the supply line of the Confed-
eracy was severed, and the war soon ended.

It's a tremendous honor for Ashtabula Coun-
ty to be the home of a Medal of Honor winner.
Fewer than 3,500 Medals of Honor have been
awarded since the decoration was created in
1861. There were 1,522 awards for the Civil
War, and 307 of the medals were awarded to
men in the Navy. Of those, 195 medals went
to Ohioans, including Shepard, who died at
the age of 77 and is buried in Lakeview Cem-
etery in Port Clinton.

Mr. Speaker, the flag that was flown over
the United States Capitol today will be un-
veiled on Memorial Day during the dedication
ceremony for the new Ashtabula County Vet-
erans Memorial. | applaud VFW Post 3334 in
Jefferson for their efforts on behalf of the new
memorial, and for choosing to honor the valor
of Louis C. Shepard, the only Medal of Honor
winner from Ashtabula County.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. KEVIN BRADY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, | regret
that | missed rollcall votes No. 133 and No.
134 on April 26, 2005, and rolicall vote No.
140 on April 27, 2005. On April 26, 2005, |
was returning from Texas after attending a So-
cial Security workshop in Galveston with
President Bush and on April 27, 2005, | was
at the White House meeting with President
Bush.

Had | been present, | would have voted
“yes” on rollcall vote No. 133, a Motion to In-
struct Conferees on H.R. 1268, a bill making
emergency supplemental appropriations for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2005,
and for other purposes; | would have voted
“no” on rollcall vote No. 134, a Motion to In-
struct Conferees on H. Con. Res. 95, the Con-
gressional Budget Resolution for Fiscal Year
2006; and | would have voted “no” on rollcall
vote No. 140, a Motion to Recommit H. Res.
22, expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that American small busi-
nesses are entitled to a Small Business Bill of
Rights

———————

HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF JULIAN MONCEAUX, HOFF-
MANN LANE ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Julian
Monceaux, Hoffmann Lane Elementary School
Teacher of the Year.

Mr. Monceaux earned his Bachelor's De-
gree at the University of Texas at San Anto-
nio. He is a veteran educator, with more than
20 years of teaching experience.

Currently, Mr. Monceaux is the Physical
Education Teacher for children of all grade
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levels at Hoffman Lane Elementary School in
the Comal Independent School District.

Mr. Monceaux believes strongly in the
power of physical education to improve the
lives of his students. He believes that physical
education should provide’ “opportunities for
students to develop physically, mentally, and
socially.” The program he teaches includes in-
formation and training to promote physical fit-
ness, wellness, nutrition, sportsmanship, motor
and manipulative development, specific skills
development, coordination, and good lifetime
habits.

Julian Monceaux has distinguished himself
through his tireless service to the children of
Hoffmann Lane Elementary School and the
people of Comal. His work as a physical edu-
cator is critical to the health and well-being of
his students, and | am happy to have the op-
portunity to honor him here today.

———

CONGRATULATING HOWARD UNI-
VERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW’S
MOOT COURT TEAM FOR WIN-
NING THE AMERICAN BAR ASSO-
CIATION MOCK TRIAL COMPETI-
TION

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor excellence in education as | con-
gratulate the Howard University School of
Law’s Mock Trial Team for their outstanding
performance in the American Bar Association
Mock Trial Competition—besting Harvard Law
School and 6 other highly-regarded law
schools in this venerable contest.

This competition is designed to showcase
the dedication and talent of law school stu-
dents from across the country. Without ques-
tion, the Howard University students displayed
a great deal of both in their victorious efforts.

The Huver I. Brown Trial Advocacy Team
made history on April 2, 2005, becoming the
first team representing a historically black col-
lege or university to take overall first place in
the competition.

The team of 20 students sent four bright
young scholars to the competition: team cap-
tain, Derrick Simmons, along with Adonna
Bannister, Nisha Brooks and Chris Stewart.
Mr. Stewart also won the title of “Best Advo-
cate” during this year’s competition.

Mock Trial Court Competitions are an op-
portunity for law school students to dem-
onstrate their skills as advocates in a court
setting.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to say that the
team from my Alma Mater took on the chal-
lenge of an esteemed national competition
and used it as an opportunity to excel.

| was a member of the Mock Trial Team
when | was in law school at the University of
Maryland, so | know first-hand of the serious
dedication, hard work and countless hours of
preparation that is required to effectively dem-
onstrate a command of the law, rules of evi-
dence, and procedure.

Howard University’s victory represents the
very best in effort and education. | commend
Kurt Schmoke, the Dean of the Howard Uni-
versity School of Law, and Patrick Swygert,
the President of Howard University, for fos-
tering an atmosphere of excellence in which
students can succeed.
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Mr. Speaker, becoming a member of the
Huver |. Brown Trial Advocacy Team is one of
the highest honors a Howard law student can
earn. The Team is named for Huver I. Brown,
an African American attorney who in 1939
sued the District of Columbia Bar Association
to gain access to the District of Columbia Bar
Association Law Library.

During a trial, the presiding judge asked At-
torney Brown to provide legal support for an
argument he made. Because at that time only
white attorneys were allowed to use the law li-
brary, African American attorneys had to skill-
fully argue without the aid of legal precedent.

In his suit, Attorney Brown asserted that a
private bar group could not deny black lawyers
access to the law library because it was lo-
cated in a federal courthouse. Therefore, the
denial of access was unconstitutional. In 1941,
the lawsuit was settled, and African Americans
were allowed access to the library.

In winning that lawsuit, Huver |. Brown
achieved a phenomenal victory for the entire
country and generations yet unborn.

Mr. Speaker, the impressive win by Huver I.
Brown students at the national ABA Mock Trial
Competition this year is a testament to their
commitment of honoring the legacy for which
the team is named.

The victory is also a solid confirmation of
the recognition of Howard University as a na-
tional power. Such success is worthy of our
admiration and praise.

Let the triumph of the Huver I. Brown stu-
dents remind us of the rich tradition of African
American excellence in the mastery of law. |
look forward to meeting these future Thurgood
Marshalls and Johnnie Cochrans one day,
here in the halls of our nation’s Capitol, where
they would clearly serve well.

Again, | congratulate the members of How-
ard University School of Law’s Trial Advocacy
Team on their victory over Harvard Law
School in the American Bar Association Mock
Trial Competition.

————
ON THE OCCASION OF HIS T70TH
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION OF

BISHOP J.E. REDDICK

HON. GK. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize one of Eastern North Caro-
lina’s great public servants, Bishop J.E.
Reddick on the occasion of his seventieth
birthday celebration.

Bishop J.E. Reddick was born on Easter
Sunday afternoon on April 21, 1935. After
completing high school in 1953, Bishop
Reddick received his collegiate and profes-
sional training at Shaw University, A&T State
University and Hampton Institute. He is the re-
cipient of the Bachelor of Bible Degree and
the Master of Bible Philosophy Degree from
the American Bible Institute of Kansas City,
Missouri and has received two honorary Doc-
tor of Divinity Degrees from the Universal
Bible Institute of Alamo, Tennessee and Shaw
University Divinity School respectfully. The
United Christian College in Goldsboro, North
Carolina awarded him the Doctor Humane of
Letters.

Aside from his talents as preacher, teacher
and leader, Bishop Reddick’s main forte is his
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ability as a builder and administrator. He has
set Free Will Baptist precedents in the area of
church renovation, construction and programs.
Bishop Reddick is founder of the Mt. Calvary
Free Will Baptist Church, which today is re-
vered as one of the most functional, practical
and attractive churches in the Free Will Baptist
connection. He led Maury Chapel Free Will
Baptist Church congregation from a deterio-
rating building into a new church structure.
Piney Green and Union Grove Free Will Bap-
tist Churches were remodeled under the lead-
ership of Bishop Reddick.

Bishop J.E. Reddick remains highly active in
his community. He presently serves as Presi-
dent of the National Convention of Free WIill
Baptist USA, General Bishop of the United
American Free Will Baptist Denomination and
Presiding Annual Bishop of North West “B”
annual Conference. He also serves as Board
Member for Millennia Community Bank
(Greenville, NC) and Kinston Housing Author-
ity. He previously served as a Board Member
Chairman for the North Carolina Department
of Social Services. Bishop Reddick retired
from the Lenoir County Public School System
after serving 30 years. Bishop Reddick was
awarded the “Legion of Honor Award” by the
National Chaplain’s Association, which is pre-
sented to a clergyman for outstanding
achievements and accomplishments, and has
served 58 years as a Minister of the Gospel.

Bishop Reddick credits his success to faith
in God, Christian principles, love from family
and support of friends. | ask my colleagues to
join me in congratulating this fine man on sev-
enty years of accomplishments, and wish him
many more.

CONGRATULATING LLOYD HILL ON
HIS INDUCTION TO THE TEXAS
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL HALL
OF FAME

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | congratulate
Mr. Lloyd Hill on his induction to the Texas
High School Football Hall of Fame. Lloyd
played high school football at Odessa Per-
mian.

In his senior year of high school, Lloyd Hill
was a vital cog in Odessa Permian’s high
powered offense in 1989. The Panthers
outscored their opponents 620-97 and won
the Texas 5A state championship with a 16—
0 record. Permian defeated Houston Aldine
28-14 in the Texas State title game that year.
Hill was an all-state receiver in 1989 and was
a two-time all-district pick. He was also se-
lected to play in the Texas High School
Coaches Association All-Star Game. Lloyd Hill
lettered at Texas Tech University from 1990-
1993 and still holds school receiving records
for—yards in a season (1,261), most 100 yard
games in a season (7), and most TDs in a
season (12). He ranks second on the Red
Raider career yardage list. Hill played profes-
sional football for the Shreveport Pirates in the
Canadian Football League and with the Hous-
ton ThunderBears of the Arena Football
League.

Again congratulations to Mr. Lloyd Hill on
receiving this recognition for his high school
career.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS
OF MARY SILVERS, MT. VALLEY
SCHOOL TEACHER OF THE YEAR

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize the many accomplishments of Mary Sil-
vers, Mt. Valley School Teacher of the Year.

Mary Silvers holds a Bachelor's degree from
the University of Texas at Austin. She cur-
rently runs the Title | reading program at Mt.
Valley School in the Comal Independent
School District.

Ms. Silvers is not only in the business of
teaching her children reading; she also teach-
es them good character and social skills. She
seeks to teach her students tolerance, and the
value of individual differences. She organizes
her classroom into small cooperative groups,
teaching her children how to work together as
she teaches them how to read.

Ms. Silvers wants her classroom to be a
pleasant place to learn, a place where her stu-
dents can feel safe and accepted. Her meth-
ods have brought her the recognition and
thanks of her school and her community.

Ms. Mary Silvers is an exceptional educator,
and the message of cooperation and tolerance
she brings to her students will stand them in
good stead throughout their lives. | am proud
to have had the chance to honor her here
today.

———

HONORING RITA K. RONEY
HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, this Saturday
the Girl Scouts—Tip of Texas Council will
honor Rita K. Roney with the Woman of Dis-
tinction Award. This award is given to some-
one who exemplifies the ideas and character-
istics of the Girl Scout movement and Rita
Roney is truly deserving of this honor.

A native of McAllen, Texas, Mrs. Roney
joined the Girl Scouts as a child and has con-
tinued to support this fine organization as an
adult. Working with the Girl Scout board of di-
rectors, she has been instrumental in raising
the needed funding for the amphitheatre at the
new Rio Grande Valley Girl Scout Camp. The
amphitheatre will be used for ceremonies,
chapel services and other programs.

Rita Roney has not just confined her efforts
to supporting the Girl Scouts. She is
wellknown throughout the region for her dedi-
cation to the community. She serves on nu-
merous boards including the Rio Grande Val-
ley Community Foundation, the McAllen Inter-
national Museum, the McAllen Medical Center
Auxiliary, the McAllen Opera Guild, the Rio
Grande Valley International Music Festival and
the McAllen Performing Arts.

She has a talent for fundraising that she
began honing at the age of 10 when she orga-
nized a school fundraiser for the March of
Dimes. Over the years, she has been instru-
mental in raising millions of dollars for groups
such as the Boys and Girls Club, the Muscular
Dystrophy  Association, Mujeres Unidas,
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McAllen Junior League, and the St. John’s
Day School.

Rita has a particular concern for improving
the lives of young people and has been in-
volved with anti-drug campaigns and with im-
proving educational opportunities for local chil-
dren. She has also been an advocate for sen-
iors and can often be found at local nursing
homes visiting residents.

Rita Roney has truly exemplified the highest
level of community service and is an out-
standing role model for young people. | join
the Girl Scouts in congratulating her on being
the recipient of this year's award.

——

HONORING THE LIFE OF JOHNNIE
COCHRAN, JR., ESQUIRE

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, “You are
empowered to do justice. You are empowered
to ensure that this great system of ours works.
Listen for a moment, will you, please.”—
Johnnie Cochran, Closing Statement, O.J.
Simpson Trial.

Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to
Johnnie Cochran, Jr, who died of a brain
tumor on March 29, 2005. The New York
Times called him “fierce,” “flamboyant,” and
“electrifying.” Johnnie certainly was fierce,
flamboyant and electrifying. He was also
nuanced, principled, and persuasive—a giant
in the legal profession.

Mr. Speaker, throughout his life, Johnnie
Cochran believed wholeheartedly in the power
and promise of the American judicial system.
He was born in a charity hospital in Shreve-
port, Louisiana. His great grandparents had
been slaves, his grandparents were share-
croppers, and his father was a pipefitter.
When he was still a child, the Cochran family
moved to California in search of opportunity
and a better life. It was from California that the
11-year-old Johnnie watched Thurgood Mar-
shall prosecute Brown vs. the Board of Edu-
cation. Inspired by the trial, Johnnie, at only
11 years old, decided he wanted to be a law-
yer. As he said in an NPR interview toward
the end of his life, “After Brown vs. Board
came along, | knew | wanted to use the law
to change society for the better.”

Mr. Speaker, throughout his life, Johnnie
Cochran was on the frontlines where race,
politics and the law intersected. There are
some detractors who mistakenly believed
Johnnie fostered race divisions, but, in truth,
he spent his life as an integrator. He was one
of two dozen black students to desegregate
Los Angeles High School in the 1950s. As a
young lawyer, he served as an inspiration to
many African Americans who watched him, a
lone black face amidst a sea of white lawyers,
as he crusaded against corruption and racism
in law enforcement. When the riots broke out
after a verdict was reached in the Rodney
King trial, Cochran represented Reginald
Denny, a white truck driver who had been at-
tacked by a mob, arguing that his civil rights
had been violated.

But, Mr. Speaker, Johnnie made a career
out of defending African Americans—from the
0.J.s to what he called the “No Js,” cases in
which the “chances for getting paid are actu-
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ally pretty slim.” High profile trials made
Johnnie Cochran a celebrity, but it was the
victories for justice that made him proud. In
1978, Johnnie Cochran traded in his $300,000
salary for a $49,000 job as an Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney in Los Angeles County because
he wanted to effect change from inside the
system. His most cherished triumph was the
vindication of Elmer “Geronimo” Pratt, a
former Black Panther who served 25 years in
prison for murder before being exonerated. In
1997, when the judge read the verdict that set
Pratt free, Johnnie said, “It doesn't get any
better than this.”

Mr. Speaker, Johnnie Cochran was a court-
room wizard with a practical sensibility and a
lyrical lilt. He was a champion of racial justice,
with just a touch of the razzle dazzle. We will
miss him.

If I may, | would like to close the way |
began. Let Johnnie Cochran’s words serve as
a reminder to us today and everyday. “You
are empowered to do justice. You are empow-
ered to ensure that this great system of ours
works. Listen for a moment, will you, please.”

————

A TRIBUTE TO BROOKLYN
COLLEGE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the seventy-fifth anniversary of “Brook-
lyn College of the City University of New York,
who | am proud to represent in the House of
Representatives. Concurrently, the Council of
the City of New York is scheduled to adopt a
resolution congratulating Brooklyn College and
its President, Dr. Christoph M. Kimmich, on
their anniversary and outstanding efforts on
behalf of the Brooklyn community.

Mr. Speaker, Brooklyn College was founded
on May 15, 1930, upon the merger of the
Brooklyn branches of Hunter College and City
College as the first coeducational public col-
lege in New York City. At its inception it was
a modest institution that has developed tre-
mendously and flourished marvelously.

Brooklyn College provides superb education
in the arts and sciences and has served the
community by graduating, over the past sev-
enty-five years, more than 140,000 ethnically
and culturally diverse students, reflecting New
York City’s rich sociological fabric. Brooklyn
College has been recognized nationally for its
outstanding faculty, rigorous academic stand-
ards, innovative curriculum, and beautiful cam-
pus, and was recently ranked third among
America’s Best Value Colleges by the Prince-
ton Review.

Mr. Speaker, Brooklyn College will be hold-
ing many special events throughout the year
in celebration of this anniversary, including a
birthday party on May 10, 2005, on the Col-
lege Quadrangle.

Mr. Speaker, | believe it is incumbent upon
this body to recognize the activities celebrating
the seventy-fifth anniversary of Brooklyn Col-
lege and its ongoing dedication to providing
excellence in education. | encourage my col-
leagues to join the residents of Brooklyn in
honoring Brooklyn College and its many alum-
ni, students, faculty, and staff upon this very
momentous occasion.

April 27, 2005
HONORING ARABELLA MARTINEZ

HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
tribute to Arabella Martinez, a remarkable indi-
vidual who is retiring after many years of ex-
emplary service and dedicated community in-
volvement in Oakland, California. On May 11,
2005, the community will celebrate Ms. Mar-
tinez “The legacy of a Living Legend” at a din-
ner in her honor.

Arabella Martinez has extensive experience
in a wide range of activities affecting the role
of minorities and women in the economy and
larger society. Her experience in social work,
community action programs, and community
development led to her conviction that eco-
nomic development, evolving from strong,
community-directed institutions, was the most
effective path toward economic self-sufficiency
and empowerment. President Jimmy Carter
recognized Ms. Martinez’s talent and experi-
ence and appointed her Secretary for Human
Development Services in the Department of
Health Education and Welfare. She became
the first Hispanic woman to hold this position.

Ms. Martinez was one of the founders and
the first Executive Director of the Spanish
Speaking Unity Council. After a fifteen-year
absence, she returned to the Unity Council in
December 1989, to rescue it from near bank-
ruptcy. The Spanish Speaking Unity Council is
now one of the largest and most successful
community development corporations in the
nation. Besides founding the Unity Council,
Ms. Martinez helped build the Women’s Initia-
tive for Self Employment as a Board member
and consultant. She raised over $800,000 for
the Oakland YWCA's capital campaign to save
its historically significant Julia Morgan building.

Over the past ten years, Ms. Martinez has
successfully worked to revitalize the Fruitvale
district, an inner-city neighborhood in Oakland,
California. The revitalization includes major
real estate development projects, community
building activities, and a range of community
and family asset development programs. Ms.
Martinez’'s major responsibility has been the
successful development of a $100 million
mixed use, transit-oriented development
around the Fruitvale BART station. The Transit
Village includes 245,000 square feet of com-
munity facilities, child development and senior
centers, a community clinic, a library, tech-
nology center, retail space housing and po-
dium parking in two multi-level complexes, bi-
sected by a pedestrian plaza.

The Fruitvale Transit Village has trans-
formed the community and its residents. It pro-
vides social services as well as community
empowerment for individuals and businesses
to thrive.

Arabella Martinez is truly a living legend
who continues to work tirelessly for the benefit
of others. | join the community in expressing
heartfelt appreciation for her noteworthy con-
tributions. She leaves a legacy of talent and
commitment that is hard to match.
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HONORING THE CONSULAR CORPS
ASSOCIATION OF PHILADELPHIA

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the Consular Corps Association
of Philadelphia.

In celebration of 43 years of promoting inter-
national understanding, | extend congratula-
tions to the first Consular Corps in the United
States, the Consular Corps Association of
Philadelphia.

With the founding of the Corps, now one of
the largest diplomatic associations in the na-
tion, a model was created that allows us to
reach beyond geographic boundaries to
strengthen international relations

Thirty seven countries are represented in
the Philadelphia Association and as a result
there are increased opportunities for business,
educational and diplomatic partnerships.

The Consular Corps Association of Philadel-
phia has also provided humanitarian aid. lIts
members aided relief efforts for Asian and Af-
rican victims of the tsunami disaster and sur-
vivors of civil war.

On the educational front, the organization
has developed innovative cultural exchange
programs, including partnerships with the
World Affairs Council, the International Visi-
tors’ Council and the Bodine High School for
International Affairs. As a result of these out-
reach programs many area young people now
see themselves as world citizens with a great-
er appreciation for cultural and racial diversity.

The Consular Corps of Philadelphia helps
us understand that by reaching beyond our
geographic boundaries there is hope that we
can learn to share more fairly in the world’s
bounty.

——————

WALL STREET JOURNAL EUROPE
ARTICLE

HON. PHIL ENGLISH

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker,
at a time when reform is being encouraged
from both inside and outside the Arab and
Muslim worlds, Morocco has been quietly get-
ting the job done. The April 12th edition of The
Wall Street Journal Europe contains an in-
sightful and balanced article on the progress
that has been made—as well as the con-
tinuing challenges—in Morocco. Reform is a
long and oftentimes difficult process, but both
the government and the people of Morocco
have made a decision about where their future
lies. | commend this article to the attention of
my colleagues.

[From the Wall Street Journal Europe, Apr.
12, 2005]
MAGHREBIAN NIGHTS
(By Brian M. Carney)

CASABLANCA, MOROCCO.—There really is a
Rick’s Cafe in Casablanca. It was opened a
year ago by an American expatriate named
Kathy Kriger, who decided to stay on after a
stint here as a trade attache for the U.S.
Commerce Department.
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Ali Kettani, the man sitting across from
me at Rick’s, is also a returnee. Although
born and raised in Morocco, he’d spent the
best part of the last 15 years in Paris and
New York as a banker. ‘‘Before the previous
king died,” Mr. Kettani says, ‘I would have
sworn that I would never have come back to
Morocco.” But here he is, moving back and
forth between the U.S. and Morocco to raise
American money for a planned $35 million
Moroccan private-equity fund, which he says
is the first of its kind.

Mr. Kettani’s renewed enthusiasm for his
country is not unusual in this, the country
that claims to be America’s oldest ally. (Mo-
rocco signed a friendship treaty with the
U.S. in 1787 that has been in force ever
since.) In February, a bilateral free-trade
agreement went into effect between the U.S.
and Morocco, lowering 95 percent of tariffs
between the two countries to zero and phas-
ing out the rest over the next several years.
A so-called ‘‘association agreement’” with
the EU is likewise gradually lowering trade
barriers between Europe and Morocco. Busi-
nessmen in the country hope to capitalize on
this privileged access to the two largest
economies in the world by trading with both.

“The future of Morocco,” said Ali Belhaj, a
businessman and opposition politician, ‘‘is in
services, logistics, tourism and agriculture.”
Agriculture is already a substantial chunk of
the Moroccan economy, but in the future Mr.
Belhaj sees Morocco selling more and more
farm products to the U.S. and Europe,
thanks to its privileged trade status and low
costs. As for services, he offers an example.
“The biggest dental-implant company in
Paris is Moroccan. You go to the dentist in
Paris, he takes a mold of your teeth and
ships it to Casablanca, where the implants
are made and shipped back to Paris. We can
turn around dental implants in 48 hours.”
For Mr. Belhaj, proximity and good relations
with the West are the foundations of Moroc-
co’s economic future.

Morocco is a potential bridge between the
West and the Arab world in more than just
economic ways. At a time when U.S. Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s Greater Middle East
project is viewed by many in both Europe
and the Arab world as a ‘‘neoconservative”
pipe dream, Morocco stands out as a country
furiously trying to show that Arab ways and
a Western, modernizing orientation are not
incompatible.

Morocco is a nigh-absolute monarchy, but
one whose king has been steadily if gradu-
ally ceding power to an elected Parliament.
The elections in 2002 are generally viewed,
both within Morocco and among Western
NGOs such as Freedom House, as the first
free and fair ones in the country’s 1,300-year
history. And this year, the Parliament is ex-
pected to pass and the king is expected to
ratify a law strengthening the role of parties
in the country’s politics. For Ali Belhaj, a
businessman who is trying to found a center-
right party dubbed Alliance of Liberties, it is
a vital step toward democracy. ‘“We have 26
parties that get nearly all of their funding
from the state,”” Mr. Belhaj says. ‘“‘The an-
nual budget for the parties? $1 million. How
can you build a democracy like that?”’ Even
s0, he allows that he sees ‘‘the beginnings of
democracy in Morocco,” and would like to
see the Parliament strengthened.

But in terms of civil rights and freedom of
the press, the country has made some real
strides, enshrining habeas corpus and the
presumption of innocence in law in the last
few years. The Parliament is working on a
bill to decriminalize libel, meaning disgrun-
tled politicians would no longer be able to
lock up journalists for writing things the
ruling class would rather not see in print.

In Rabat, the country’s capital, I spoke to
Ahmed Abbadi, the director of Islamic af-
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fairs in the Ministry of Religion, about the
role of religion in a modernizing Morocco.
Last year, Morocco passed a reform of its so-
called Family Law. The new law grants
women equal status in the family, with equal
rights to divorce their husbands, an equal
say in family governance and the right to
marry without the consent of a male rel-
ative.

There were Islamist elements who had op-
posed some of these reforms on religious
grounds; I asked Mr. Abbadi what the gov-
ernment’s response had been on a religious
level. “We are concerned with finalities,”” he
said. “When you are concerned with final-
ities, you do not get bogged down with the
literal words.”” He continued: ‘“‘There is a
saying in Islam: ‘Wherever is the interest of
the whole, there is sharia.’” So bearing in
mind the interest of the whole, he said, “We
must determine how to implement the gen-
eral principles of sharia law in a way that is
appropriate to our time.”” In short, the Min-
istry of Religion determined that the Family
Law, giving women broadly equal rights in
the family context, was consonant with Mo-
rocco’s official interpretation of Islam. It’s a
dose of historical relativism that’s badly
needed in much of the Arab world.

What about Abu Musab al-Zarqgawi’s claims
ahead of the Iraqi elections that democracy
was unlslamic? ‘‘He does not have the skills,
the knowledge or the class to talk about de-
mocracy,” was Mr. Abbadi’s response, deliv-
ered with just a touch of condescension. And,
speaking of Saudi Arabia’s fundamentalist
brand of Islam, he observed: ‘““When you have
a simple society,” you wind up with a ‘‘sim-
ple, superficial’’ interpretation of Islam—
“like the ‘Bedouin Islam’ in Saudi Arabia.”

All of which sounded pretty encouraging.
So, did Mr. Abbadi see Morocco’s flavor of
Islam as a model for the rest of the Arab
world—a modern, forward-looking alter-
native to Wahhabist fundamentalism? He
didn’t want to go that far, but in the end he
allowed, ‘“We believe—humbly—that Mo-
rocco could be a model” for others, although
they had no inclination to actively export
their interpretation.

Morocco is democratizing, liberalizing and
modernizing on several fronts. Is it a model
for the Arab world? I repeated the question
to Bob Holley, a former American diplomat
who is now consulting for the Moroccan gov-
ernment in Washington, and who facilitated
a number of my meetings in Morocco. “It’s a
great sales pitch—Morocco as model for the
greater Middle East,”” Mr. Holley noted. But
in the end, given its historical, cultural and
ethnic particularities, ‘I think Morocco’s
utility as a model is limited,” he admitted.

Mr. Holley may be right, and in any case
Morocco’s progress is far from perfect or uni-
form. After the May 16, 2003, suicide bomb-
ings in Casablanca, the police rounded up
some 2,000 people, a reaction that for some in
Morocco harkened back to the bad old days
when the government was empowered to im-
prison anyone it deemed a threat to the pub-
lic order. (That law, known in the country as
Art. 35, has been repealed.)

But model Arab democracy or not, Mo-
rocco is nevertheless showing what is pos-
sible within an Arab monarchy that looks
west and north, rather than only east or in-
ward. Back at Rick’s Cafe, our table-mate,
Dr. Bouthayna Iraqui-Houssaini, who owns a
medical-supply company here in Casablanca,
offers her own appraisal. ‘‘Not everything is
good, but it is all changing. People believe
life is getting better,” she said. And that’s
not a bad beginning.
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RECOGNIZING RECIPIENTS OF THE
BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU OF
CENTRAL NEW ENGLAND, INC.
TORCH AWARDS FOR MARKET-
PLACE ETHICS

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

MR. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to this year's Better Business
Bureau of Central New England Torch Award
For Marketplace Ethics recipients from my
hometown area of Worcester County.

Mr. Speaker, the mission of the Better Busi-
ness Bureau of Central New England, Inc.
(BBB) created in 1942, is to promote and fos-
ter the highest ethical relationship between
businesses and the public through voluntary
self-regulation, consumer and business edu-
cation, and service excellence.

Ten years ago, the BBB established its an-
nual Torch Award for Marketplace Ethics to
recognize companies for their outstanding
commitment to exceptional standards in rela-
tionships to their customers, employees, sup-
pliers, competitors, shareholders, and sur-
rounding communities. These awards are
helping to illuminate the importance of cor-
porate conscience and responsibility to up-
holding a fair and honest marketplace.

Mr. Speaker, two companies are being hon-
ored today by the Better Business Bureau for
their commitment to marketplace ethics: Apple
Home Care Associates, Inc. of Holden, MA.
(provider of hospital equipment and supplies;
established in 1990; 12 employees; President,
Ms. Joni Milluzzo) and Sarkisian Builders, Inc.
of Rutland, MA. (building contractor; estab-
lished in 1962; 6 employees; President, Mr.
Pat Sarkisian).

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
House of Representatives to join me in hon-
oring Apple Home Care Associates, Inc. and
Sarkisian Builders, Inc. for this outstanding
recognition of their business ethics and solid
reputations within the communities they serve.
It is through the efforts and leadership of com-
panies like these that businesses throughout
Massachusetts, both large and small, are re-
minded that ethical behavior in the market-
place counts.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 1898: THE
TELEPHONE EXCISE TAX RE-
PEAL ACT OF 2005

HON. GARY G. MILLER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr.
Speaker, in 1898, the United States engaged
in a brief military conflict with Spain. To pay
for the three month skirmish, lawmakers en-
acted a luxury tax that would only tap money
from the super wealthy. Today, that same lux-
ury tax lives on, but instead of taxing only the
rich, it hits the pocket books of almost all
Americans, both rich and poor. The tax is the
federal phone tax. A pesky three percent sur-
charge on all phone calls made in the United
States. Today | am introducing a bill to ensure
its days, like those of the Spanish empire be-
fore the 1898 war, are numbered.
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H.R. 1898, the “Telephone Excise Tax Re-
peal Act of 2005,” will repeal the antiquated
tax on telecommunication services.

While a “luxury” tax on telecommunication
services might have made sense in 1898,
there is no question that telecommunications
services today are necessities, not luxuries.

Today, Americans depend daily on land line
telephones, cell phones and dial-up internet
services to communicate. However, we con-
tinue to take money from Americans by
classifying these services as a “luxury.”
Today, more than 100 million American
households are paying for a tax on their tele-
communications services.

The tax is not only applied to local services,
but on specialty features including call waiting,
caller ID, local toll charges, long-distance
calls, wireless services and directory assist-
ance. This tax burdens our communication
abilities and is destructive to technological in-
novation. It must be repealed immediately.

Telephone tax revenues once used to pay
for the Spanish-American War are deposited
in the General Fund. Unlike the gas tax, which
directs revenues to the Highway Trust Fund,
no specific account exists to redirect money
collected from the telephone “luxury” tax.
Other items subject to a “luxury” tax include
airplane tickets, beer and liquor, firearms and
cigarettes. Obviously, a telephone is a neces-
sity, and thus does not fit with this list of “lux-
ury” items.

It is time to hang up on the telephone tax.
| urge my colleagues to join me in supporting
this important legislation to permanently repeal
the federal telephone excise tax.

TRIBUTE TO DR. ANNE J. MATULA

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to pay
special tribute to a unique and distinguished
woman from Portland, Texas: Dr. Anne J.
Matula, who is greatly admired for her leader-
ship in education and who is retiring from her
work in education and service.

Dr. Matula is the former Dean of Business
Career and Technology Programs at Del Mar
College. Presently, she serves as an assistant
to the Vice President of the university, and as
an adjunct instructor at the University of the
Incarnate Word.

Her deep conviction and strong character
were apparent even when she graduated as
the valedictorian from Odem High School. She
obtained a Bachelor of Science degree,
Summa Cum Laude (the highest honors) and
a master’'s degree in Business Administration
from Texas A&l. Following that, she completed
a Joint Doctoral Program in Educational Lead-
ership at the Texas A&M Universities at Cor-
pus Christi and Kingsville, Texas.

Her educational background clearly supports
her firm belief in education. Thriving to pursue
this endeavor, she devoted a major part of her
life to teaching. She began her teaching expe-
riences at H.M. King High School in Kingsville,
TX and Gregory-Portland High School in
Gregory, TX. Just right after, she began teach-
ing at Del Mar College in Corpus Christi as an
instructor, assistant professor, and associate
professor. Later on, she became an adjunct
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instructor at the college as needed. Dr. Matula
served a tenure of 23 years at Del Mar Col-
lege, which she led with incomparable com-
petence. She was also an adjunct instructor at
Texas A&M University in Corpus Christi.

Her participation in a number of civic organi-
zations, such as the Coastal Bend Council of
Governments and the San Patricio Economic
Development Corporation, reflect her commit-
ment to help the community. She has given
many years of service on boards and forums,
including the Junior League of Corpus Christi
Advisory Board, the Regional Community
Leaders Forum, the National Conference for
Community and Justice, and the Board of
Trustees of the Gregory-Portland Independent
School District, on which she served for five
elected terms. Dress for Success South Texas
is another important board on which she
served and of which she was the founding
member.

She has also been distinguished for her
membership in various professional organiza-
tions, such as the Delta Kappa Gamma Soci-
ety International (Gamma Psi Chapter), Phi
Alpha Kappa, the Texas Association of School
Boards, the Texas Community College Teach-
ers Association, and the Texas Association of
College Technical Educators (TACTE).

As a woman of great talent and dedication,
Dr. Matula has been recognized and pre-
sented with various awards and prominent
recognitions. It is a pleasure and privilege to
honor Dr. Matula, whose passion and dedica-
tion to help others is immeasurable. Her years
of commitment to higher education make her
a distinctive and unique voice in our commu-
nity. Dr. Matula is loved by all the students
whose lives she has touched and will remain
in their hearts as a prominent figure in their
education and future success.

| ask my colleagues to join me in honoring
Dr. Anne J. Matula on the occasion of her re-
tirement.

WOMEN’S HEART HEALTH
HON. MICHAEL BILIRAKIS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
bring attention to a critically-important public
health issue, cardiovascular disease among
women.

| recently attended a women’s heart health
symposium in my district and was surprised to
learn that heart disease is the number one
cause of death for American women. Heart
disease kills more than 366,000 women each
year, more than all types of cancer combined.
One of every 5 women has some form of car-
diovascular disease. One woman dies from it
every minute.

There are also troubling trends for women
who survive heart attacks. | was astonished to
learn that 38 percent of women who have
heart attacks will die within one year of having
that heart attack. Forty-six percent of women
who have heart attacks will be disabled with
heart failure within 6 years of having a heart
attack. These statistics are simply unaccept-
able.

There is good news, however. There are
some simple steps both women and men can
take to greatly reduce their risk for heart dis-
ease. We can lower our risk for heart disease
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simply by not smoking, exercising regularly,
and eating a nutritionally-balanced diet be-
cause smoking, high blood pressure, obesity,
and sedentary lifestyles are major risk factors
for heart disease in us all, particularly women.

As former Chairman of the Energy and
Commerce Health Subcommittee, | am
pleased to have been able to help double
funding for the National Institutes of Health
and support the work done by its National
Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute, which cur-
rently is sponsoring a public awareness cam-
paign on women and heart disease called
“The Heart Truth.” This initiative is designed
to spread the word that heart disease is not
just a man’s disease, motivate women to take
their heart health seriously and encourage
them to lower their risk for cardiovascular dis-
ease.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that we should help
raise public awareness about women’s heart
health issues and support policies which pro-
mote the early diagnosis and proper treatment
of women with cardiovascular disease. | hope
that our colleagues join me in bringing atten-
tion to the importance of women’s heart
health. Our mothers, wives, sisters, and
daughters depend on it.

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF CON-
GRESS REGARDING THE TWO-
YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HUMAN RIGHTS CRACKDOWN IN
CUBA

HON. SAM FARR

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 27, 2005

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, | have long been
staunch supporter of human rights throughout
the world. Consistent with my strong record
opposing human rights abuses around the
world, | deplore the draconian actions Presi-
dent Castro has taken to curb the civil rights
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of Cubans. Unfortunately, it is impossible to.
have a legitimate debate an human rights
abuses in Cuba because of the extreme
politicalization of U.S.-Cuba policy that the
Bush Administration has championed.

If we are truly serious about instiling a
democratic influence and respect for the rule
of law, U.S. policy should permit unrestricted
travel to the island that is only 90 miles from
our shores. Cuban Americans should be able
to freely visit their loved ones, tourism should
be allowed to flourish, cultural and educational
exchanges should be encouraged, and agri-
cultural trade should be unrestricted, thereby
creating new markets for U.S. farmers and
growers. Unfortunately, the current policy to-
wards Cuba is not only counterproductive to
American economic interests, but actually
helps prop up President Castro by continuing
to isolate Cubans from the rest of the world.

The House of Representatives should be
pressing far greater political and economic
freedoms for Cubans that would truly improve
their human rights instead of meaningless res-
olutions that reinforce a flawed strategy.

————

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate on February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled, and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for

E805

printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Thursday,
April 28, 2005 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED

MAY 10

2:30 p.m.

Energy and Natural Resources

National Parks Subcommittee
To hold hearings to examine the Na-
tional Park Service’s funding needs for
administration and management of the

national park system.

SD-366

MAY 11

9:30 a.m.
Indian Affairs
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
Federal recognition of Indian tribes.
SR-485
Judiciary
To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
translation program.
SD-226
10 a.m.
Energy and Natural Resources
To hold hearings to examine S. 895, to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior to es-
tablish a rural water supply program in
the Reclamation States to provide a
clean, safe affordable, and reliable
water supply to rural residents.
SD-366

SEPTEMBER 20

10 a.m.
Veterans’ Affairs
To hold joint hearings with the House
Committee on Veterans Affairs to ex-
amine the legislative presentation of
the American Legion.
345 CHOB
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