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daily even as he blames it on his en-
emies.’’ 

My constituents share the views of 
many citizens across the Nation. They 
want an unbiased investigation into 
these ethics matters. They want to 
know that politicians are listening to 
their hearts, not the lobbyists that are 
paying for their meals. 

It is time for the Republicans to own 
up to abuses of the House rules. The 
American people deserve no less. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 4, 2005, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

90TH COMMEMORATION OF THE 
ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. PALLONE) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this evening to commemorate the 90th 
anniversary of the Armenian genocide, 
which actually took place on April 24, 
last Sunday. As the first genocide of 
the 20th Century, it is imperative that 
we remember this atrocity and collec-
tively demand reaffirmation of this 
crime against humanity. 

Just this week I was joined by my co- 
chair of the Armenian Caucus and 176 
additional Members of Congress in 
sending yet another joint congressional 
letter to President Bush urging him to 
use the word ‘‘genocide’’ in his April 24 
statement. With over 178 signatures, 
which is 9 more than last year, the 
message in this letter is loud and clear: 
that 90 years is too long to wait for jus-
tice to be served and proper recogni-
tion to be made. 

Mr. Speaker, I received today a copy 
of President Bush’s statement with re-
gard to the April 24 commemoration, 
and, unfortunately, once again he did 
not use the term ‘‘genocide.’’ And I 
think that is unfortunate because it 
has been consistently the case that 
this Congress and the United States in 
general over the last 90 years has re-
ferred to the Armenian genocide as a 
genocide, and it is unfortunate that the 
President continues not to use the 
term. 

This past Wednesday the Caucus, 
with the cooperation of the Armenian 
American community, organized a 
commemorative event on Capitol Hill 
in the Cannon Caucus room. We were 
joined by over 350 members of the com-
munity as well as numerous Senators 
and Members of Congress who all spoke 
on one message: that the United States 
owes it to the Armenian American 
community, to the 1.5 million that 
were massacred in the genocide, and to 
its own history to reaffirm what is a 
fact. 

As we saw on Wednesday night and as 
we have seen time and time again, the 

United States has a proud history of 
action and response to the Armenian 
genocide. During a time when hundreds 
of thousands were left orphaned and 
starving, a time when a nation was on 
the verge of complete extermination, 
the U.S. chose to step up. Individuals 
like Ambassador Morgenthau and Les-
lie Davis witnessed the atrocities first-
hand, and their conscience did not 
allow them to simply look the other 
way. It is now time that the U.S. stops 
looking the other way, reaffirms what 
we all know to be fact, and properly 
recognizes the Armenian genocide. 

I wanted to mention that I was very 
proud earlier this year when our Am-
bassador to Armenia, Ambassador 
Evans, referred to the Armenian geno-
cide as a genocide, and it was unfortu-
nate that he was essentially rebuked 
by the State Department because of 
the words he used. Because the fact of 
the matter is that when we talk about 
the Armenian genocide, we are simply 
acknowledging historical fact, and we 
feel very strongly that if at the time 
when the genocide occurred, the world 
and the United States, if we had taken 
more notice and had tried to prevent 
it, I think it would have served as a 
lesson so that the Nazi Holocaust 
against the Jews and so many other 
atrocities that took place in the 20th 
century would not have occurred. If we 
are going to see a situation in the fu-
ture in this 21st century when we do 
not repeat the mistakes of the past, we 
must acknowledge the Armenian geno-
cide. 

We know even now, history in the 
last 100 years has witnessed more hor-
rible episodes since the Armenian 
genocide. As we speak, the Sudanese 
Government is taking a page out of the 
Turkish Government’s denial playbook 
and continuing the vicious cycle of 
genocide denial in what is happening in 
Darfur. If we are ever to live in a world 
where crimes do not go unpunished and 
fundamental human rights are re-
spected and preserved, we must come 
to recognize the Armenian genocide, 
thus allowing for proper reparations 
and restitutions to be made. 

I was very upset, Mr. Speaker, on 
Saturday when I read in the New York 
Times that the Turkish envoy to the 
United States continued to say that 
the only reason why Armenians and 
Americans wanted the genocide recog-
nized was because they wanted restitu-
tion or they wanted reparations. That 
is simply not true. But it is also true 
that restitution and reparations must 
be made. For those who commit a 
state-sponsored genocide or a state- 
sponsored massacre, it is important 
that the state, in this case, Turkey, ac-
knowledge that it occurred and that 
restitution and reparations are made, 
just as in the case with Germany in the 
case of the Nazi Holocaust against the 
Jews. 

Mr. Speaker, I look forward to intro-
ducing a genocide resolution with my 
colleagues in the 109th Congress, and as 
we did in the 108th Congress and the 

106th. We will do everything in our 
power to get legislation passed and re-
affirm the U.S. record on the Armenian 
genocide. Today the United States has 
the profound responsibility of carrying 
on the tradition and the work of our 
predecessors in continuing to combat 
genocide whenever and wherever it 
takes place. We must show the world 
that individuals such as Ambassador 
Morgenthau did not stay quiet 90 years 
ago, and we in Congress certainly owe 
it to them not to stay quiet today. 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the 90th anniversary of the Ar-
menian Genocide. April 24, 2005 marked the 
day 90 years ago that began a bloody eight- 
year period during which 1.5 million Arme-
nians lost their lives as a result of this tragic 
event. 

We must take this opportunity to heal the 
wounds of those who survived this calamity, 
as well as the Armenian people as a whole. 
Let us officially acknowledge this regrettable 
moment in human history, as formal recogni-
tion is nearly four generations overdue. By fi-
nally closing this chapter, we would not only 
take positive steps towards normalizing rela-
tions between Turkey and Armenia, but also 
help to prevent future tragedies. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to 
commend Armenian Americans nationwide for 
their contributions to our country. Through the 
preservation of their heritage, faith and tradi-
tions, Armenian Americans join the multitude 
of immigrants from many different cultures 
who contribute to the rich diversity we cele-
brate together as a Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, woven deeply into the fabric of 
our culture, Americans stand for freedom and 
basic human rights for all. Let us further dem-
onstrate our deep conviction for the ideals we 
hold dear in our resolute opposition to crimes 
against humanity and officially recognize the 
Armenian Genocide. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, today we gather 
to remember and commemorate the Armenian 
Genocide, one of the darkest chapters of 
World War I, and the first of the series of 
genocides we saw in the 20th Century. 

The Armenian Genocide is sometimes 
called the ‘‘Forgotten Genocide.’’ In fact, as 
most of you know, back in 1939, prior to the 
invasion of Poland, Adolph Hitler argued that 
his plans for a Jewish holocaust would, in the 
end, be tolerated by the West, stating: ‘‘After 
all, who remembers the Armenians.’’ Who re-
members the Armenians? Today, we provide 
an answer: We Do! We Remember! 

We do so because it is important, indeed it 
is essential to remember and reflect upon 
these events, but we also do so because we 
know that the Armenian people today struggle 
on an ongoing basis to confront and surmount 
the legacies and the consequences of those 
dark days. 

Consider, for a moment, what might have 
been. 

At the end of the first World War, the Amer-
ican public was acutely aware of the atrocities 
that had been committed against the Arme-
nian people from 1915 on—atrocities that we 
knew had resulted in the death of more than 
1 million Armenians and left the remaining Ar-
menian population starving and destitute. 

At the time, U.S. Ambassador Henry 
Morganthau reported that ‘‘When the Turkish 
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